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APPEALS MADE IN ISRAEL NOFF 1%
TURN THE SAVING OF ETHIOPIAN JEWS
INTO PARTY=POLITICS INFIGHTING

By David Landau and Hugh Orgel

JERUSALEM, Jan. 7 (JTA) — Israel’s political
establishment, spearheaded by President &:’uim
Herzog, whose office is non-political, appealed
today for an end to the mountingflood of recrimina=
tion over who was responsible for the pub
fiasco which brought an dbrupt halt fo the afrlift
rescue of Ethiopian Jews.

Herzog, in an Israel Radio interview, "begged"
the various factions "not to turn a glerious opera=
tion — the saving of Ethiopian Jews — into a mat=
ter of parry}:polnies inl:iﬁvﬁng " He v‘fs referring
in part to the attempt by some young Herut activists
FI:a Knesset roe.mce’;he blame on the Labor Prime
inister, Shimon Peres, who heads the Labor=Likud
unity government.

The Prime Minister's Office has come under at-
tack from both left and rightwing elements for hold=
ing a press conference last Thursday at which it was
confirmed that as many as 10,000 Ethiopian Jews
had been airlifted to Israel, via Sudan, since last
November. The i diate result was i
the airlift, leaving an unknown number of Jews
;ﬁldla‘m Ethiopia or stranded in refugee camps in the

udan .

A Pledge By Peres

Peres pledged today that he would "not rest" un-
til the remainder of the Ethiopian Jewish community
was brought to Israel. He wiolf make a statement in
the Knesset tomorrow but there will be no debate,

The airlift, though known to the media for some
time, was subject to military censorship until last
Wednesday when Yehuda Dominitz, director of the
Jewish Agency's aliya department, was quoted by the|
Gush Emunim magazine Nekuda as saying the vast
maority of Ethiopian Jews was already 1 fwael,
Dominitz's disclosure, to an cbscure, small circula-
tion journal, infuriated the rest of the media, forc=
ing the autherities to Iift the censorship, The Israeli
press and overseas media were filled immediately
with sensational accounts of the arrival of Ethiopian
Jews in Isael. There was a considerdble emphasis
on their poor physical condition and the rare-to-
Israel tropical diseases from which many suffered.

Sources close to Peres insisted the press confer=
ence was the only way to shift attention from the
politically charged subject of the airlift from Sudan
to the great efforts being made to integrate and

e newcomers from Ethiopia in lsrael,

Accusations And Counter=Accusations

But Haim Aharon, chairman of the Jewish Agen=
cy's aliyo department, First act was to sus~
pend Dominitz for his "leak," attacked the Prime
Minister's Office for holding the press conference.
Aharon was blasted today by Labor Minister Yaacov
Teur (Leber) whe noted that the press conference wos
conducted jointly by the Jewish Agency and the
government.

Many of the questions from reporters were answer-
ed by Akiva Levinsky, Jewish Agency freasurer ond
acting chairman of the Jewish Agency Executive in
the dbsence of Dulzin who is abroad. Tsur
contended that the Agency pecple had been "among
the greatest leakers" of the Ethiopian affair.

l)ﬁzin himself hinted broadly that a rescue opera=
tion was underway when he urLrexsed the World Zion-
ist Organization~American Section in New York last
November. But Dulzin never mentioned the airlift.

In the Knesset's Foreign Affairs and Security
Committee today, Likud Herut MK Dan Meridor,
blasted the Prime Minister's Office for its handling
of the affair. For seven years rescue efforts have
been geing chead in secret, he said, but now, under
a Labor Premier there was "a new culture of govern~-
ment--someone is looking to boost someone's image at
any cost."

The organized rescue of Ethiopian Jews did
indeed begin shortly after former Premier Menachem
Begin and his Likud-led government tock office in
1977, But the airlift it inaugurated was forced to
end after two Flights when Begin's Defense Minister,
the late Moshe Dayan, made the politically dangerous
disclosure that Israel was selling arms to the Marxist
regime in Ethiopia with which it has never had diplo~
matic relations.

Seeking To Calm The Waters

Deputy Premier Yitzhak Shamir, leader of Likud,
sought to calm the waters today when he told the
Knesset committee to dismiss any notion that a deliber-
ate attempt had been made to sabotage the rescue
operation == as implied by some local Ethiopian acti~
vists, But Shamir, and Herzog as well, agreed that the
press conference had been a mistake,

The efforts to reduce tension resulted in a rare
instance of cooperation between the far rightwing
Tehiya Party and the leftist Citizens Rights Movement,
both opposition factions. Each agreed today to with~
draw its motion of non=confidence in the govemment
which had been placed on the Knesset agenda.

Meanwhile, Dulzin said in an interview from Bri=
tain today that there was hope the rescue efforts
could, somehow, be resumed, The same hope was
expressed by other lsraeli officials. But most agreed
that the immediate need is to end the public mud-sling:
ing.

THE AIRLIFT STORY

BRUSSELS, Jan. 7 (JTA) == While Israel was
in uproar over the importunate "leaks" by its own
officials that forced disclosure of the airlift rescue
of Ethiopian Jews, sources here described today how
Trans European Airways (TEA), the Belgian charter
company engaged for the task, managed fo operate the
airlift in absolute secrecy since it began last Novem-

er.

TEA made 40 flights in that period, bringing
some 10,000 Ethiopian Jewish refugees from Khartoum,
Sudan to Tel Aviv with a brief stopover at Brussels'
Zaventem Intemational Airport. The last flight, before
TEA withdrew from the operation yesterday, left
Brussels at midnight Saturday.
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The stopover at Brussels was required because
Sudon, an Arab League member~state having no
relations whatever with Israel, would not allow
direct flights from Khartoum to Tel Aviv, This
complicated the maintenance of secrecy . But it was
never breached.

A Model Of Organization

This was atiributed fo the model of crganization
and discipline by the 200 persons mebilized at
Brussels airport for various tasks during the iwo~
hour stopover. TEA's Boeing 707s invaricbly landed
at midnight, for refueling and other services. The
Belgion authorities listed them as charter El!ghzs in

ish Relief of London, which has alse shipped medicine
to Ethiopia, The JDC has received more than 12,000
indlvidual contributions directed to its famine relief
operations, as well as edditional contributions from
synagogues and communities representing other con-
cemed persons.

JDC has also received permission to operate
feeding stations in the Gondar region, and is en?nged
in negotiations with the Agency for Intemational De-
velopment to obtain U.S. surplus foods that would be
provided to the feeding stations.

As with previous efforts (Cambodia, 1980; ltaly,
198]; and Lebanon, 1982), JDC programs parallel that
of Catholic, Protestant and non=sectarian agencies,

idir i to disaster victims.

transit and they arrived and departed
The passengers stayed on the ;f;. during the stop—

over.

TEA was conducting not only an airlift but an
ambulance service. A large number of Ethiopian
refugees wiis  suffering from starvation and a variety]
of tropical diseases, They were given medical care
during the flight and the stopover, which, together,
totaled 12 hours from Khartoum to Tel Aviv,

The sources here disclosed that several doctors,
nurses and volunteers participated in the airlift,
The refugees were provided with special diefs
adapted To their physical condition.

'FEA confirmed Yoday that it has suspended the
operation. It refused to say why. But the premature
disclosure of the airlift in lsrael appeared to have
disturbed the company's top management.

The chorter  ovmed by Geol6 G

P
U.S, SHRUGS OFF JORDANIAN
PURCHASE OF SOVIET ARMS

By David Friedman

WASHINGTON, Jan. 7 (JTA) =~ The Reagan
Administration appeared to shrug off today the an—
nouncement by Jordan that it had purchased arms from
the Soviet Union, reportedly shoulder-held ground=-to=

air

es.
"This would not be the first time Jordan has pur=
chased Soviet equipment,” State De;artmeni d!pulg
spokesman Alan Romberg said. "Such a sale would be
consistent with Jordan's long=standing policy of pur=
chasing milifary hardware from a variefy of sources."
While Jordan has not disclosed details of what
it has bought l'rolln the Soviet linion, Romberg :ﬂd
“Th i o i

cl P
man, aBelgfan Jew, was originstl
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the uirlift camier because of its gookri ith

to }W
s opre o et oy

Funda topre o

the Sudanese authorities. Each year TEA charter -
planes carry thousands of Maoslems from Khartoum
on their annual pilgrimage to Mecca,

It was learned today that the Belgian government|
had been informed of TEA's assignment which the
Israelis dubbed "Operation Moshe."

UNICEF Denies Financial P

Meanwhile, a spokesman for the United Nations
International Children's Fund (UNICEF) denied
here any financial participation by that agency in
the rescue operation.

The spokesman said "The UNICEF has granted
$5 million for Ethiopia since 1983 and the 'Falasha'
children were among the beneficiaries of the aid,"
He added that "aid to the ai is not compatible
with the UNICEF policy which consists of helping
children fo grow in their natural environment "

JDC ETHIOPIA EFFORTS CONTINUE
By Kevin Freeman

NEW YORK, Jan. 7 (JTA) == The American
Jewish Joint Distribution Committee reported today
t its non=sectarian program for famine relief in
Ethiopia is confinuing.
The JDC said that since its efforts began on
Novenber |, 8 tons of clothing, cloth, blankets,
medicine and medical supplies have been distributed
in the Wollow and Bale provinces and other areas
affected by the famine.
To date, the JDC has received an estimated $2
million worth of cash and goods, with $961,275
in cash received since the JDC "opened its mail=~
box" to contributions.
The cash figure includes, according to the JOC,

$85,000 from the Central British Fund -~ World Jew|

 procuremant

practices,

King Hussein has made no secret that he was
seeking missiles from the USSR after the Reagan Ad-
ministration, last March, withdrew a proposal to sell
1,600 Stinger shoulder-hekiground-to~air missiles fo
Jordan and 1,200 to Saudi Arabie, because of sirong
opposition to the sale in Congress.

A similar move occurred in 1981 when Congress
demanded that a proposed sale of Hawk missiles to
Jordan be required tobe fixed in place against
Jordan's claimed fear of attack from Syria, so that
could not be used against Israel. Jordan then bought
from the Soviet Union 20 mebile batteries of ground=
to—air SA-8 missiles and 60 batteries of rapid-fire anti-
aireraft cannen .

Romberg would not say today whether any arms
requests from Jordan were now being considered by the

u.s.

LEGION OF HON OR AWARDS

PARIS, Jan. 7 (JTA) == Theo Klein, president of
the Representative Council of Major French Jewish |
organizations (CRIF),was lost week awarded the Legion
of Honor and appointed a Knight in the order b{ Prime
Minister Laurent Fabius as part of the new year's
promotion and awards.

Also appointed le?ion of Honor Knights were
Enrico Macias, a popular singer and entertainer, Jac=
ques Melamet-Beer, o United Jewish Appeal leader,
and Eliahou Kammoun, a former Algerian Jewish lead=
er who now lives in France.

A Jewish judge, Jean Pierre Leon, who heads
one of Paris' courts of appeal, was awarded the much
higher rank of Commander in the Legion of Honor.
Anthropologist Claude Levi Strauss was awarded the
still higher rank of Grand Officer.
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SPECIAL TO THE JTA
THE SHABBAT OF ETHIOPIAN JEWS
By Wendy Elliman
SAFED, Jan, 7 (JTA) — It is late Friday after~
noon, In the villages of Ethiopia, the Jews knew
that Shabbat had begun when a man's meas=

ured |2 paces under the setting sun,

In Sofed in northern Isroel, the time has been
calculated long before, printed in the moring
newspapers, announced over radio during the day,
ily signalled with a long steady blast on the
siren as the day fades,

Safed's houses of prayer fill slowly: the I6th cen-
tury buildin& in Safed's old city in which Rabbi Yos-|

ed and prayed; the synagogue where ond
memorable day 400 years ago Rabbi Isaac Luria is
said to have summoned Abraham, Isaac, Jaccb,
Moses, Aaron, Joseph and David to read from the
Torah; the Hasidic congregations founded late last
century; the synagogues started by immigrants who
settled in Safed after the State was established -~
Hi ions and Poles, and
Tunisians; and, the newest synagogue of them all,
the Ethiopian synagogue, enly six months old, fn
the basement of one of Safed's three cbsorption
centers for Ethiopian Jews.

Concentration Is Absolute
Men sit on one side in jeans, sweaters and sneak-|
ers donated by Safed residents, skullcaps on their
heads. The women, especially the pldec of th:
‘3L:F—EL ave

maostly in fraditional dress
woven shawls. Infonts wi

Youth Aliya village where he has been studying for
the past year. |f they lapsed in their religious prac=
tice, they would leave the villoges and were no long=
er Jews. It was a shock to discover white-skinned Jews
in Israel who do not keep Shabbat, he says.

"Shabbat is the Ethiopian Jews" most strictly
held observance, " says Richard Sivan, a British-born
highscheo! chemistry teacher who lives in Safed and
comes weekly to the absorption center for Friday night
services == usually bringing three or four of his five
daughters with him,
A Common Denominator

"So Shabbat seemed a good place to start making
contact with these peaple from another time and
place. What the Jews of lsrael and Ethiopia have in
common is our identity as Jews, They're here because

-they're Jewish,! Sivan said.

The Friday night prayer service is coming to an
end. Shmuel, who Is now studying in an integrated
class with Israelis at school , is invited to recite the
Kiddush. He reads the Hebrew blessings confidently,
then sips the wine = looking quickly away from
‘his mother's beam of pride.

The room breaks info song, and some of the men
and children begin to dance. They sing "Am Yisrael
Hai" ("The Pecple of Israel Live

Two Ethiopian children join Sivan, his wife Hilary
and their dou:ﬁlersfc Shebbat lunch thenext day. Their
mother has also been invited but, explains Noga, the
elder of the two children, she had a dream last
night, She: loga's fothrer and fws eld=
“exvirol opia, with whom they have had no

ped to the backs of girls scarcely beyoad theis-early |

teens, or quietly nursing at the breast,
Congentration is absolute. One of the dozen

Israelis there is leading the service, Fach word is

read slowly, aloud, the whole room chanting togethd

er.

Yaffa is |1 years old. At a swift glance from her
mother, she has given up her seat to one of the ad-
ults, ond stands clutching her prayer-book, her thin
finger tracing each word as it is read, “Here?" she
asks, every few lines. "Is it here?"

Yaffa began leaming Hebrew when she arrived in
Israel five months ago. She reads enough to follow,
and speaks encugh to tell you about herself. She
comes from the village of Ambovar, in the Gondar,
she says. She came to lsrael with her mother, sister
and brother, They walked a long way. Her father
is dead,

Prayer Services In Ethiopia Were Different

Yaffa's younger sister stands next to her. She is
also called Yaffa, The Jewish Agency official who
helped the girls choose their Hebrew names did not
realize they were sisters when they both opted for
Yuﬁhb

Shabbat prayer services == the only ers per=
mitted the Jews in Ethiopia ~~ were diﬁpt:eynt, ':uys
the girls' mother, Shoshana, The village would gath-]
e in the synagogue, a grass hut with a Star of Dav-
id on top, at sundown, Their "kes" or priest would
fntone the prayers in the ancient Ethiopian tongue,
punctuated with fervent "amens" from the congrega-
tion.,

Jews in Ethiopia were all cbservant, says 16-year
old Shmuel, visiting the family in the Safed cbsorp-
tion center for the weekend from the residential

i a year, |t was a bad dream, says
Nogay andishe decided not to come.

An Ancient Tradition

Noga and her four-year-old brother are, like all
the Ethiapian Jewish chiidren whom ll-year-old Avi=
gail Sivan has met, "much better behaved than us
Israeli kids."

They sit at the table, their eyes on the family to
see what silverware to take, and when how to use
it. The meal begins with melon. Naga insists that she
feed her brother, so he will not spii?iood on the toble-
cloth or on his lsraeli clothes. The hwo visitors speak
when spoken to, smile a lot, and fake in everything
with their eyes,

Next comes chicken and salads. The Sivans are
cbservant Jews. They do not cook on Shabbat, and the
chicken has been kept warm in the oven since before
Shabbat, the previous day. Noga takes a careful
mouthful == and spits it out in alarm, She gets up from
the table in embarrassment and confusion. "We can't
eat this, " she says.

The problem is unravelled. Noga has never eaten
hot food on Shabbat. The Torah, which Ethiopian
Jewry carried with them to the source of the blue
Nile where they lived for 2,000 years, says that no
fire is allowed on the holy day == and so for two
millenia, Ethiopian Jews have shunned heat and light
on Shabbat.

Walked Hundreds OF Miles To Reach Israel

But, long after Ethiopian Jewry became separat-
ed from the Jewish world, the oral law that Jewish tra-
dition believes God gave to Mases along with the
Torah == amplifying and explaining the Torah's com~
mands —— was ser down in_ the collection of writing
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known as the Talmud. Following Talmudic guide-
lines, Jewish communities from Yemen to iﬁ:
Russian Pale, Moscow to New York, enjoy hot food
on Shabbat, Noga is fold.

She accepts the explanation. She goes into the
kitchen to see the oven still burning and retums to
the table. She is 12 years old, but she has nonethe~
tess walked hundreds of miles at risk of imprison=
ment or death, with her brother on her back, hungry]
and afraid, to reach Israel.

In the months that she has been in the Jewish
State, she has adapted to indoor plumbing and elec
tric lights, staircases and stone apartment dwellings,
cars and supermarkets, Hebrew and Western cloth=
ing, shoes and schooli

If Israel says that there is a new book called the
Talmud, which alters the 2,000-year-gld-cus=
toms of the Jewish villages of Ethiopia, she will
adapt to that as well,

BARBIE TRIAL LIKELY TO BE
HELD BEFORE THE END OF 1985

PARIS, Jan. 7 (JTA) == Judge Christion Riss, the
investigating magistrate compiling evidence to try
Nazi war criminal Klaus Barbie, completed his
file Saturday ond passed it on to the public prosecuth
or's office which will decide what formal charges
will be brought against Barbie and when his trial
will begin.

According to court sources, the frial could be
held before the end of this year., The sources siid
Riss dropped five of eight possible charges against
Barbie because of insufficient evidence or because
they are covered by the statute of limitations,

The three charges retained and passed on to the
public prosecutor concern the 1943 deportation to
death camps of 90 members of the Union of French
Jews in Lyon where Barbie was gestapo chief; the
deportation of 650 people whom he forced to board
the last train to leave Lyon for the death comps be-
fore the end of the war; and the deportation of 52
Jewish children and two teachess from a children's
home in the town of lzieu.

Riss' investigation took 33 months to complete.
He interviewed hundreds of witnesses during that
time. Barbie, 71, hasbeen confined to the same
prison in Lyon where he and his henchmen once
interrogated and tortured their victims. He has
been there since February, 1983,

Barbie, who had lived in Balivia for 30 years
under the alias Klaus Altmann, was expelled from
that country in January, 1983 and handed over to
French authorities. He was imprisoned for crimes
against humanity. The public prosecutor will draw up
the specific charges for which he will be indicted.

CABINET VOTES TO AUTHORIZE SETTING
UP INQUIRY PANEL ON BANK SCANDAL
By Dovid Landau

JERUSALEM, Jan, 7 (JTA) -~ The Cabinet
decided by a 17-4 vote yesterday to authorize the
establishment of a commission of Inquiry into the
alleged misconduct of the country's largest banks
which resulted in the collapse of bank shares in

tober, 1983,

The Cabinet's decision Was in line with therecom
mendations of State Comptrol ler Yitzhak Tunikwhose]
report, released December 31, accused the banks of

"reprehensible manipulation" to inflate the price of
their shares which made a crash inevitable.

Tunik, backed by Attorney General Yitzhak Zamir,
urged a full-dress judicial investigation of the banks
because as private institutions they are outside the
purview of the Compiroller's office.

The minority voting against an inquiry consisted
of Defense Minister Yitzhak Rabin (Labor),Minister=
Without=Portfolio Moshe Arens (Likud=Herut), and
two Likud-Liberal ministers. They argued that the
Comptrolter's report was so exhaustive that reforms
rather than further investigation, were required.

Thousands of investors sustained severe losses when
the price of bank shares plummeted on October 6,
1983, The govemment intervened at the fime to guaran=
tee the prices in order to stem the sel I-offs——an
action fﬁm will cost taxpayers an estimated $2.6
billion when the shares mature in five years,

Premier Shimon Peres, who favored an inquiry,
has assigned a committee of ministers to discuss its
terms of reference with MK David Libai, chairman
of the Knesset's State Control Committee.

PLO PROPAGANDA OFFENSIVE IN ARGENTINA

BUENOS AIRES, Jan. 7 (JTA) == Starting with.a
public manifestation commemorating Noveber 29 as
the "International Day of Solidarity with the Palestin=
ian People, " PLO propaganda has become more intense
n Buenos Aires, culminating with a New Year's Day
statement by the president of the Argentine=Arab Foun=
dation that it is "quite likely” that the government
will allow the opening of a PLO office in the country
in 1985, the World Jewish Congress rt today.

An intemal report by the Latin American branch
of the WJC characterizes the recent PLO da
offensive as a virtual "publicity explosion.” It de=
tails the following developments:

* The Nevember 29 public meeting took place in o
municipal hall and included among its speakers the pro-
government parliamentarian Horacio Huorte ond Peron=
ist parliamentarion Antonio Paleari, who suggested
that President Roul Alfonsin be requested by Parlia~
ment o recognize the PLO. Ambassader Julio Barbosa,
director of Intemational Organizations at the Foreign
Ministry, also spoke at that event,

* Kr the same time, and with great publicity, a
Spanish-language "Magazine for Palestine Studies" was
launched by the "Institute for Palestine Studies." In its
section on special documents, it included a report on
the Kahon Commission, which investigated the Sabra
and Shatila refugee comps massacre in West Beirut.

* The Jewish Movement for Human Rights
part in the November 29 meeting, responding to a very
warm invitation from Saad lid, president of t|
Argentine-Arab Foundation. The invitation and the
attendance had wide publicity, so much so that an
Argentine-Arcb radic program criticized the invita=
tion to the Jewish movement,

*On New Year's Day, Chedid told the press that
“"the Argentine government is showing positive signs
in its attitude concerning the Palestine people issue, "
and added, "It is up to the PLO now to request permis~
sion for the opening of an office in Buenos Aires, which
the Foreign Ministry will decide on in due time."
Chedid also said that "Alfonsin sent me a cable on
the occasion of the November 29 event, wishing
me success. "




