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PERES SAYS IF ELECTED PREMIER HE

WOULD NOT INSIST THAT CAMP DAVID
ACCORDS BE THE ONLY BASIS FOR
NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN ISRAEL, JORDAN

JERUSALEM, May 3 (JTA) == Labor Party
chairman Shimon Peres has indicated o sharp differ-
entiation between the policies he would pursue if
elected the next Prime Minister of Israel and those
followed by the Likud government.

Summing up, Peres said that if a Labor government
is elected anufy 23, it would change current lsrasli
policies on the West Bank and Gaza by limiting its inter
est to matters of security and foreign affairs in those
regions. He disagreed with the present policy of separa-
tion of civilian and military adminisirations on the

West Bank. Israel, he said, seeks to be a "contributing
country", not a "cenfronting country., "

WEIZMAN URGES GOVERNMENT TO STOP

Meeting with the 20-member International Exed- LINKING ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL FROM

utive of the World Jewish Congress under the chair-
manship of WJC president Edgar Bronfman here yes-
terday, Peres said he would not insist that the Camp
David agreements be the only basis for negotiations
between Israel and Jordan; he would almest immed-
iately cut in half Jewish settlement activities in
heavily Arab-populated areas of the-West Bank;
and would immediately end the confrontation in
Lebanon by pulling lsraeli forces back to a flexible
line on Israel's northern border, -
Peres appeared before the WJC leaders
during their. current meeting in Jerusalem to consid
er policies on the Middle East, Soviet Jewry and the
rise of glcbal anti=Semitism,
Bronfman met privately today with Premier

Yitzhak Shamir, Other key government officials, inf

cluding Defense Minister Moshe Arens, and leaders
of key coalition and opposition parties will also be
meeting with the WJC Executive over the next

few days,

Says Settlement Activity Would Be Halved

Peres said a Labor=led government would act
within 100 days of taking.office to halve Jewish
settlement activity, while maintaining a security
zone in the West Bank. He said that as a means of
inducing King Hussein of Jordan to enter the peace
process, he would offer three options.

The negotiations could begin without prior
conditions by either side; Lobor would not insist on
the Camp David formula but would be willing to
negotiate on the basis of United Nations Security
Council resolutions 242 and 338 -- which Jordan
has accepted; or Israel would be willing to
accept President Reagan's September 1, 1982 Middle
East peace initiative as the basis for negotiations,
while recognizing the different inferpretations
placed on those proposals,

Peres added that he would not mind if Palestini-
ans were part of a Jordanian delegation as long as
they were willing fo recognize fsrael and rejected
terrorist methods.

With respect to Lebanon, Peres said "jt is not
wise fo keep our army abroad where they sit as
a target for hostile forces.™ He said he would with-
draw to a flexible line along Israel's border rather
than irenches and emplacements inside Lebanon.

Proposes A 'Red Sea Pact'

The Labor Party leader also proposed that Israel,|
Egypt, Saudi Arabia and Jordan conclude o "Red
Sea Pact" which would guarantee free.and open nav-
igation through the waterway and provide for the
"thinning out" of all military installations along the
Red Sea.

LEBANON WITH A SYRIAN TROOP PULIBACK
By Hugh Orgei

TEL AVIV, May 3 (JTA) =~ Former Defense Minister
Ezor Weizman has urged the government to "climb down
off the withered limb of its policy in Lebanon and stop
insisting on linking an Im:leriowi rawal with a Syrian
pullback of troops, "

Weizman spoke yeslen"tig' at the first press confers .
ence of his new party, Yahad, which he will head in
the July 23 Knesset elections. He said Isrcel should
adopt a more realistic policy in Lebanon, recognizing
Syria's permanent interests there. To judge from past,
positive experiences with Damascus, an agreement, even
an unwritten one, could be reached, he said.

He added that he would not reject proposals to
establish an international force between Israeli and
Syrian lines in Lebanon. He did not think Israel
s&uld attempt to shape Lebanon's internal regime .

Weizman has yet to disclose the names of the can-
didates who will join him on the Yahad election list,
But he said his new party will place as much emphasis
©on economic matters as on  defense because without a
streng economy the country would be weak and divided .

He said he hoped Yahad will win enough votes to
replace the Agudat Israel party as the balancing force
between Labor and Likud in any future Cabinet,

NEW YORK ARCHBISHOP CITES PROGRESS
IN CATHOLIC-JEWISH RELATIONS BUT
SAYS MUCH MORE REMAINS TO BE DONE
By Yitzhak Rabi

NEW YORK, May 3 (JTA) == Archbishop John
O'Connor, l8ader of f tholic church in Rlew York,
said last night that "encrmous progress has been made"
in relations beiween Catholics and Jews in the last few
years. But he maintained that there is still more to be
improved in relations between the two communities,
Speaking at a press conference at the Waldorf Astor
ia Hotel, before he addressed the American Jewish Com~-
mittee’s 78th annual meeting, which opened yesterday,
the Archbishop said that in the last few years the church
has made a major effort to eliminate from its teaching,
theology and liturgy all anti-Semitic references. He said
this is one of the manifestations of the improved ties
between Jews and Catholics,

"There is no question at all that everything that ean
be done must be done to rid the world of the scourge of
anti=Semitism," he said,

Opposed To Conversion Of Jews

Anocther sign of the improved ties between the two
groups, O'Connor said, is the frequent contacts and
the dialogue between members of the two communities,
"It gave me a real thrill when ! received a telegram from
the American Jewish Committee when | became Arch-







