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GERMAN MEDIA TAKING CRITICAL
LOOK AT GOVERNMENT'S PLANS
TO SELL ARMS TO SAUD| ARABIA
By David Kantor

is taking a critical look at the government's plans

to sell advanced weaponry to Saudi Arabia. National
television, which has been consistently pro-Arab in
the Middle East conflict, has demonstrated "under-
standing" of Israel's position which is vigorously op~
posed to the arms deal,

Welt Am Sonntag, a weekly friendly to the reg~
ime of Chancellor Helmut Kohl, observed in an edi-
torial that while the transaction with the Saudis will
be financially profitable, it will cost Bonn intemat-
ional credit and create image problems, The Hamburgs
Abendblatt noted pointedly in an editorial yesterday
that Kohl's visit to lsrael Tast week was widely
viewed as an effort to separate German responsibility
for the past from Germany's current policies in the
Middle East.

Kohl, who retumed from his five-day stay in
Jerusalem Sunday, has been put on the defense with
respect to the Saudi arms deal, He declared on a
television interview that Bonn will not accept o doub-
le standard on arms sales to Middle Eastern countries.

- Such sales which are considered legitimate for the Un+
ited States, France and Englend, cannot remain taboo
for West Germany alone, he said,

Kohl repeated, in numerous interviews with the
media while in Israel and on his retum that there is
no question of reneging on the earlier promises made
to sell arms to Saudi Arabia. He reiterated that such
decisions are made in Bonn, not Jerusalem,

Did Not Come To Israel To Change Decision

Govemment sources concede now that Israeli op)
ition to the arms sales had been underestimated. They
" said that on one hand, Israeli diplomats went out of

their way to present a rosy picture of German-lsraeli
relations, On the other hand, the Israeli government
was not properly informed in advance of Germany's
intentions with respect fo the arms sales,

"They should have known beforehand," a top
aide to Kohl said today, "that we did not come to Jerd
usalem to change our decision taken in Riyadh, Some=
one must have given them the impression that things
wete still open and we had a difficult time explaining
to them that this was not the case,” the aide said.

Officials here are also reacting to the wamingby
Mattityahu Shmuelevitz, Director General of the Prims
Minister's Office in Jerusalem and a senior aide to
Premier Yitzhak Shamir that Isreel might launch a pre
emptive strike against Saudi Arabia if German arms are
delivered,

That waming was given to the Jerusalem correspory
ent of the daily Die Welt and was widely reported .
Officials here note that Shmue levitz denied making the
remark (though later he acknowledged it but complain
ed it was taken out of context) but agreed that arms
deliveries to the Saudis would be a highly sensitive issue
from the security point of view.

"Of course, one should take care that the mater~
ial is not destroyed while shipped or while being
stored, "' one official said,

BONN, Jan, 3l (JTA) == The West German MT
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PROMINENT JEWISH LEADER CALLS FOR
'INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATION' OF
VATICAN'S ROLE IN THE ESCAPE OF
NAZ1 WAR CRIMINALS FROM EUROPE
By William Saphire

NEW YORK, Jan. 31 (JTA) -- A prominent Ameri-
can Jewish leader called on the Vatican foday to under-
take "an appropriate and independent investigation™
of reports that members of the Catholic hierarchy
played a role in the escape of wanted Nazi war crimi-
nals from Europe after World War 11,

Julius Berman, chairman of the Conference of Presi-
dents of Major American Jewish Organizations, who
made the request, noted that President Reagan had or=
dered a probe of reports that Nazi war criminal Klaus
Barbie was aided in his escape by American personnel

T in Europe and observed, “The Vatican can do no less,’

A similar request for a Vatican investigation of char-
ges that the Catholic clergy hid Nazi war criminals
was made by the Synagogue Council of America, repre=
senting the congregational bodies of Conservative,
Orthodox and Reform Judaism. It was addressed to
Bishop James Malone, president of the United States
Bishop's Conference, who was asked to convey it to
Rome, :

At the same time, Harold Jacobs, president of the
National Council of Young Israel, wrote to Reagan
asking him to use the newly established diplomatic
ties between the U,S, and the Vatican to urge the
Pope "to release all information on post-war Catholic
Church activities to shield Nazi war criminals and aid
their attempts fo escape prosecution by Allied author=
ities,"

These representations by Jewish organizations were
partly in response to the attempts by Vatican sources
to discredit a 1947 report documenting the Vatican role
in aiding the escape of Nazi war criminals from Europe
after World War . That rercrf was written by Vincent
La Vista, an intemationa! lawyer and officer in the
U.S. Foreign Service who was attached to the U.S.
Embassy in Rome at the time. The La Vista report was
clussi??ed secret by the State Department until re-
leased a year ago under the Freedom of Information
Act.

La Vista Report’s Veracity Questioned

Lost week, fwo Jesuit academics, the Rev. Father
Robert Graham and the Rev. Pierre Blet, questioned the
veracity of the La Vista report which they branded a
?opuganda maneuver aimed at harming the Church,

heir allegations were i:oblicly supported by the Rev,
Romeo Panciroli, the chief Vatican press spokesman.
According to Panciroli, Graham and Blet are experts
in the field and their statements were o "sufficiently
clear reply" to the charges.

Graham, who is in the U.S., told the Italian news

~agency Ansa in a telephone interview that the Lo
Vista report was "artificial and false, unworthy of at-
tention." Blet, interviewed by the Italian daily Corriere
Della Sera, afso contended that the report was based
on unreliable source material, and recalled pointedly
the falsified "Hitler Diories" that surfaced last year
ond initially fooled the experts.

But Berman, in his statement today, said: "The
reported cooperation by the Holy See with the effort
of Nozi war criminals to escape justice after World War
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11 deserves a fuller and more serious response than
what the Vatican issued last week, Because of the
serious charges in the Lo Vista report and the fact
that it was prepared by a menber of the U.S, For-
eign Service stationed on the spot in Rome, we have
proposed that an appropriate and independent investi
gation of the Vatican's own records of that period
be undertaken to determine what role if any was
played by members of the Catholic hierarchy in
\:\v‘h ?”egul emigration of Nazis following V\)’orld
ar IL."

Berman pointed to "a similar probe of American
culpability in the escape of the notorious Nazi crimi-
nal Klaus Barbie" ordered by Reagan "following
reports that American personnel in Europe had en-
gineered his emigration, "

he subsequent findings confirmed the American
role and resulted in an apology to the government of|
France, Berman recalled. Barbie is now awaiting
trial in France for crimes against humanity when he
headed the gestapo in Lyon during World War 11,

Berman added, "We submit that the Vatican can
do no less and we await a positive reply to our sug-
gestion, It is difficult to believe that the Vatican
will ignore the seriousness of these charges."”

Thorough Probe Urged

The Synagegue Council of America, in its tele~
gram to Bishop Malone, said it "is deeply concem=
ed over the recent allegation that the hierarchy of
the Catholic Church was involved in shielding Nazi
war criminals from just retribution. In the interest of
Catholic~Jewish relations we urge you to convey to
the Vatican our request for a thorough investigation
of these charges.” The telegram was signed b
Rabbi Mordecai Waxman, president, Rabbi erlxher
Wurzburger, chairman, and Rebbi Balfour Brickner,
co=chairman,

Jacobs stressed in his letter to Reagan that the
U.S. now has "o perfect opportunity to demonstrate
the advantage of full diplomatic relations with the
Vatican, by submitting a formal request, on behalf
of the government of the United States, that all files

and records relating to the Catholic Church's involvd- Ma

ment with accused Nazis after World War If ended b
made public,"”

SOVIET JEW SENTENCED TO THREE YEARS

NEW YORK, Jan. 3! (JTA} -~ Moshe Abramov,
28~year~old Orthodox Jew from the city of Samar=
kand, received a three-year sentence, according to
information obtained today by the National Confer=
ence on Soviet Jewry. Unabﬁa to observe Jewish
dietary laws in prison, he is subsisting on only
bread and water.

Abramov was arrested on December 19 on
charges of "hooliganism" and incarcerated in
the town of Katta~Kurgan about 100 kilometers from
Samarkand . His arrest followed a dispute with local
authorities in which he was asked to withdraw a re-
quest to emigrate to israel, submitted in 1980, He
refused to do so.

AUSTRALIAN F, M, URGES FREEZE ON
WEST BANK SETTLEMENT ACTIMTY AND
SELF-DETERMINATION FOR PALESTINIANS
By Gil Sedan and Hugh Orgel

JERUSALEM, Jan, 31 (JTA) =~ Foreign Minister
Bill Hayden of Australic urged President Yitzhak
Shamir to impose a freeze on settlement activity in
the administered territories and suggested that Israel

recognize the right of Palestinians to self-determina~
tion, He said he was expressing the unanimous view of
the Australian Cabinet that the settlements were un-
justified under intemational law,

Hayden, who left teday for Damascus after o five-
day visit to lsrael, part of a general tour of Middle
East countries, yesterday conferred at length with
Shamir on Mideast issues, particularly Lebanon, Syria,
and the Iran=lraq war, They also discussed the future

of the 100-member Australian contingent with the multi~

national force in Sinai which menitors compliance with
the terms of the 1979 peace treaty between Israel and
Egypt.

Before leaving Israel, Hayden told a press confer-
ence in Jerumlem that the Sinai multinational force
has enhanced stability in the region. The mandate of
the Australian contingent ends on March 3| and Hayden
stressed that its renewal was up to the Australian Cabi~
net. He also said that his talks with Shamir had been
productive and differences of opinion had narrowed on
the issues of West Bank settlements and self-determin-
ation for Palestinians.

Hayden's Labor Party had promised in its election
campaign to "bring the boys heme. " But Shamir empha=-
sized to his guest that the multinational force in Sinai
was mare impertant than ever in view of the "cokd
peace" between Israel and Egypt. He urged that Aus-
tralia keep its observers in Sinai, The Egyptian gov=-
emment mode a similar request when Hayden was in
Cairo last week,

THREE AMERICAN PROFESSCRS TO SHARE
$100,000 WOLF FOUNDATION PRIZE
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV, Jan, 3l (JTA) =~ Three American
University professors are to share the $100,000 Wolf
Foundation Prize in Chemistry for 1983/84, for their
work in magnetic resonance spectroscopy, the Founda-
tion here has announced.

They are Profs, Herbert Gutowsky, of the University
of Illinois in Urbana; Harden McConnell, of Stanford
University, Califomia; and John Waugh, of the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge,

550
The Wolf Foundation committee stated that its
choice of chemistry laureates reflected the fact that
",»s magnetic resonance spectroscopy has made a
singular contribution to chemistry in theory, structure
and dynamics of molecules in liquids and solids."

The Wolf prizes in the six fields of mathematics,
agriculture, physics, chemistry, medicine and the
arts (this year also for architecture) will be awarded at
a ceremony in the Knesset in May.

The Wolf Foundation is also presenting this year, for
the seventh consecutive year, 71 scholarships to
Israeli students for bache lor, masters and doctorate
studies, in the total amount of $112,500,

LIBERATION OF BUDAPEST GHETTO MARKED

BUDAPEST, Jan, 3l (JTA) — A wreath-laying
ceremony was held here last week to mark the
39th anniversary of the liberation of the former Jew=
ish ghetto from the Mozis. Imre Heber, president of
the Central Board of Hungarian Jews, delivered formal
remarks on the occasion of this solemn event. The cer=
emony was held ot what is now a school on the corner
of what was the former entrance of the ghetto.
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JACKSON RAPPED FOR CONTRIBUTIONS
FROM ARAB LEAGUE TO TWO GROUPS
WITH WHICH HE [S AFFILIATED

By Kevin Freeman

NEW YORK, Jan. 3| (JTA) -~ Representatives
of leading American Jewish organizations indicated
today that the disclosure that two organizations the
Rev. Jesse Jackson is affiliated with had received
contributions totalling $200,000 from the Arab
League may further alienate Jewish voters from Jack:
son's Democratic Presidential campaign,

"A man is known by the company he keeps,"
said Julius Berman, the chairman of the Conference

| of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organiza=
tions. "And a candidate is known by those who are
} numbered among his major supporters, "

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, president of the
Union of American Hebrew Congregations, said, "l
believe that many American Jews, already worried
about Jesse Jackson's links with the Arab world,
will now feel increased concem over his President=
ial candidacy."

Alleck Resnick, president of the Zionist Organ=
ization of America, described as "double speak"
Jackson's reported statement regarding the "double
standard " which he claimed existed in evaluating
contributions to his group from the Arab League
and contributions from American Jews fo a political
candidate .

Questions conceming contributions fo PUSH, the

| umbrella organization containing five civil rights
groups, were raised on Sunday. Yesterday, an attor-
ney representing PUSH, an acronym for People

- United to Serve Humanity, confirmed that fge Arab

- League had contributed ?I,D0,000 each to PUSH for
Excellence, Inc., an educational arm of PUSH, and
the PUSH Foundation, a fund-raising group for
PUSH affiliates.

Cites "Humanitarian Contribution’

The contributions to the two organizations were
- made in |98[~1982 when Jackson was head of Push
for Excellence, Inc, Clovis Maksoud, the perma-
nent observer for the Arab League at the United
Nations, said yesterday that the two checks for
$100,000 each were sent as a "humanitarian confri=
bution."

The PUSH Foundation, with which Jackson has
no formal connection, is a non—profit tax exempt
organization which makes grants fo worthy causes,
including PUSH for Excellence, Jackson contended
that it is legal for o charity to accept foreign con-
tributions. The Intemal Revenue Service supparts
that Eos'lﬁon. Maksoud said the Arab League had
checked with the Justice Department to make certair
that such a contribution did not violate U,S, law,

- Criticizes Media Reports

| Jackson's attorney, John Bustamente of Cleve=
land,, who represents PUSH organizations, told a
news conference yesterday that the contributions
were solicited as part of a broad fund=raising effort
from "all ambassadors" listed in the "diplomatic
blue book."

Jackson has maintained he had no knowledge of
the contributions to the PUSH Foundation orPUSH
for Excellence. He was quoted as saying he would
again accept a similer donation "if it's legal and
there's no bind and there's no understanding or
obligation and it's given for stated purposes.”

Bustamante criticized media reports about the
contribution, saying they were part of "an ongoing
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attempt to influence the public to view gifts from
Arab sources as somehow more different and more
questionable from other sources.” Jackson took a
leave of absence from his position as head of PUSH
for Excellence while he seeks the Democratic
Presidential nomination .

In 1979, Jackson accepted a donation for PUSH
from the Libyan govemment for $10,000. Yesterday,
Bustamante acknow ledged that the PUSH Foundation
had also received an anonymous donation of $350,000
which he said originated tﬁmugh a wire transfer fo
the Foundation, Bustamante said he did not know the
date of the anonymous donation.

Jackson has come under fire from Jewish groups in
the past, most notably for his public embrace of PLO
chief Yasir Arafat during a trip by Jackson to the
Middle East several years ago, and for a series of
statements attributed to him critical of Zionism and
a statement that he was sick and tired of hearing about
the Holocaust,

POLL SHOWS MORE PEOPLE FAVOR
TERRITORIAL CONCESSIONS ON WEST BANK

TEL AVIV, Jan. 31 (JTA) = A public opinion
poll published in Maariv today shows a growing
number of people favering territorial concessions
on the West Bank in retum for peace.

The poll by the Modi'in Haezrachi Research Insti=
tute indicated changes in three categories with
Hawks(against any West Bank withdrawal) declining
from 42.5 percent last October to 33.8 percent in
December; moderates (in favor of some concessions)
rising from 4l.1 to 43,8 percent; and doves (in favor
of complete or major concessions) rising from 12.5
to 17,9 percent,

Asked if they were in favor of the evacuation of
West Bank settlements in retum for peace with Jor=
dan, those answering "Yes, All" rose from 6.4 to
l?.rpercenr; for evacuation of "some" showed an
increase from 22,1 to 28,6 percent,

PLAY SAVED FROM CLOSING BY ZEALOTS
WHO THREATEN TO BOMB THEATER
By Hugh Orgel

TELAVIV, Jan. 31 (JTA) -- A play about the
false messiq{u. Shabtai Zvi, which received poor
notices from the critics, was saved from closing

by Orthodox Jewish zealots who objected to it on
religious grounds and telephoned a bomb threat to
the Haifa theater where it was being performed.

The play, "Messiah," by Martin Sﬁirmun, was
found to lack artistic mertit, Religious elements
demanded that the Haifa municipality force the
theater to withdraw it because one of the characters
recites the lines, "l don't believe you exist, God"
and "Cursed be you, Almighty."

An extremist Orthodox group called Keshet held
up a recent performance after a telephone caller
said there were fwo bombs in the theater, A police
search found no bombs. But the issues of religious
censorship and religious coercion were raised,
giving the play ¢new lease on life. The theater man-
agement said it woukd continue to run despite the
poor reviews and will also be taken on tour,

* ok ok

TEL AVIV (JTA) == Israelis are objecting to a new
law that bans smoking in most public places and in
buses. Most people think the law is an infringement
and cannot be enforced, according to spot surveys by
the media. The law goes into effect Wednesday.



| Jewish affairs,

4=

—
DAILY NEWS BULLETIN

A

REAGAN'S SPEECH TO BROADCAST
EVANGELISTS REPLETE WITH
REFERENCES TO GOD AND JESUS

By Kevin Freeman

NEW YORK, Jan, 31 (JTA) -~ President Reagan
told a group of broadcast evangelists yesterday in
Washington that Americans had no need to fear the
future because "we have a promise from Jesus to
soothe our sorrows, heal our hearts and drive away
our fears,"

In a speech to 4,000 people attending the Nat-
ional Religious Broadcasters convention, Reagan made
24 references to God and Jesus and strongly attacked
the Supreme Court's ban on prayer in pl.b%ic schools,

"God, source of all knowledge, should never
have been expelled from our children's classrooms,"
he declared to the thunderous approval of the aud-
ience which included the Rev. Jerry Falwell, the
Christian Evangelist who heads the Moral Maijority.

Joseph Berger, the religion editor of Newsday,
a Llong Island daily, said Reagan's speech contain
all "the markings of a church sermon, " He quoted
Jeffrey Hadden, a Virginia sociologist who has writ=
ten a book on broad cast evan‘gelists, as suyin? he
;nuRI: not recall a more "explicitly Christian™ speech
y Reagan,

Reagan's address to the evangelists, considered an
important potential political constituency for Reag~
an, was the President's first speech since his announcé
ment Sunday that he would seek re-election,

Similar To Speech Last March

Reagan's speech yesterday was similar in tone to
one he made last March in (grlundo to the National
Association of Evangelicals, an organization of con=~
servative churches and agencies, which came under
stinging denunciation from leaders of the three
branches of Judaism.

The President told the Orlando gathering that
"there is sin and evil in the world and we are en-
joined by Scripture and the Lord Jesus to oppose it

with all our might." He said Soviet Communism "is the

focus of evil in the modern world" and that those
fovoring a mutual freeze on nuclear weapons were
ignoring "the aggressive instincts of the evil empire."
Jewish religious leaders said the use by the Presi-
dent of moral absolutes "in the name of Jesus" was
morally offensive and possibly a violation of his con=
stitutional obligations; that castigation of the Soviet
Union as the "focus of evil” might unwittingly bring
about the "catastrophe™ of a nuclear holocaust;
;har Lf im) |iad| an uﬂern[ir to silence opposition to the
resident’s policies, including support of rin
public schools; and threatened fhepp:ah'on 'T:I:ﬁgious
pluralism, .
JEWISH WRITER WINS YUGOSLAVIA'S
MOST PRESTIGIOUS LITERARY PRIZE

BELGRADE, Jan, 3l (JTA) == A young Jewish
writer from Befgmde, David Albahari, has been nam=
ed the recipient for the year 1983 of Yigoslavia's most
prestigious literary prize, the Andric Award, the
World Jewish Congress reported today.

The award was established by the last will of the
only Yugoslav Nobel literary laureate, Ivo Andric--
winner of the prize in 196, It is given each year
fo one writer who achieves high standards in short
story writing. According to the Federation of Jewish
Communities in Yugoslavia, the central representa=
tive bnd?/ of Yugoslav Jewry and the WIC affiliate
here, Albahari is a well=known activist in communal

He was given the award for his book, "Descrip=
tion of Death, " published in 1982, deul,'lng with
conditions of Jewish life in Belgrade on the eve of
World War I1, The first edltion of the book has al-
ready been sold out and the second printing is now
on bookshelves,

Following the ceremonial presentation, which
took place in the Ivo Andric Memorial Museum, ex-
cerpts from Albahari ‘s book were read by Milan Djok-
ovic, the prominent writer and president of the award's
jury. Albahari's short story, "Words are Something
Different, " was published in the leading Belgrade
daily, Politika, which also carried an interview with
the author that appeared on the eve of the cere~
monial presentation of the award .

ISRAEL ARTS FESTIVAL BEING
HELD IN CHICAGO THROUGH JUNE

CHICAGO, Jan. 3| (JTA) == An Ismael Arts Festi=
val, a series of cultural and art events, is being held
here through June, it was announced by the Consu=
late General of 1srael, The festival consists of more
than 10 events, including a major art exhibition at the
Public Library Cultural Center, o film week, two
photographic exhibitions, a concert of tsroeli
contemporary music, and presentations by prominent
[sraeli poets and writers,

The common denominator of the Festival is to pres=
ent the public with "another Israel," that of "a
dynamic, creative nation which despite political, mil-
itary and economic pressures has a thriving, unique
artistic community that gives the country its special
features, " the Consulate General said in o statement.

"I the 35 years since Israel achieved independ-
ence, the full spectrum of the arts has developed and
flourished, and its artists have won intemnational recog:
nition for their accomplishments," the statement added,

The six-month festival is sponsored by the Israel-
Arts Committee, Talman Home Federal Savings, and the
Consulate General of Isreel, Other participating or=
ganizations include the Chicago Riblic Library, Chic-
ago Council on Fine Arts, the Chamber Consortium,
Facets Multimedia, the Goldman=Kraft Gallery, and
the Maurice Spertus Museum.

BIBLICAL MYSTERY UNRAVELED

NASHVILLE, Tenn., Jan, 31 (JTA) -- A heredi-
tary disease, multiple endocrine neoplasia, may have
contributed to David's easy victory over Goliath,
according to the February issue of GEC Magazine,

Psychiatrist Pauline Rabin and endocrinologist
David Rabin, a Vanderbilt University Medical Cen~
ter husband—and -wife team, say that extensive Bibli=
cal research has led them to believe that the villain-
ous giant suffered from that rare disorder, which caus=
es tumors to grow in the endocrine glands, This
would account for Goliath's incredible size, and the
fact that he was partially blind.

David's stone, the Rabins surmise, may have
struck a cyst on Goliath's forehead, penetrating his
skull and piercing his brain.

* ok ok

TEL AVIV (JTA) == The resignation from the Cabi~
net of Minister Without Portfolio Mordechai Ben=Por=
at took effect Tuesday, at the end of the mandatory
48-hour period since he handed his letter of resignation
to Premier Yitzhak Shamir. Ben=Porat has said that he
remains a member of the coalition even though he has
given up his Cabinet post and is asking the Knesset for
recognition as a one-man faction,




