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ISRAE LIS SEEM CONVINCED THAT
WEST GERMANY'S DECISION TO SELL
ARMS TO SAUDI ARABIA S FINAL

By Gil Sedan

JERUSALEM, Jan. 26 (JTA) == Israelis seemed
to be convinced today, the third day of Chancellor
Helmut Kohl's five~day official visit, that West
Germany's decision to sell arms to Saudi Arabia
is final and there is not much Israel can do to pre-
vent it.

The Israelis do not doubt the sincerity of assurance
by Kohi and various officials in his party that the
Bonn gevernment would give serious consideration
to Isruel's objections. But remarks by Kohl, and even
more so by some of his aides, indicated that the
commitment to the Saudis is firm end only the timing
of the deal and the nature of the weapons to be sold
remain to be determined,

Kohl met with Premier Yitzhak Shamir today for
the third time since his arrival in Jensalem Tuesday.
Shamir continued to press Israel‘s demand that the
arms deal be shelved and said the Israeli public would
never be able to forgive such a deal. Although the
Chancellor insisted there was no final decision on
the issue, his spokesmen were less assuring.

Cite Agreement In Principle On Arms Sales

There was an agreement in principle with the
Saudis to sell them arms and wﬁl’lch cannot be ignored
they said, What has not been decided is when the
agreement will be implemented . Deputy Foreign Min
ister Alois Mertes, who is accompanying Kohl and is
a friend of Israel, said on a Voice of Israel radio in=
terview today that Bonn had said "yes" in principle 14
the Saudis, The final terms of the deal would be
determined only after Kohl has heard the Jsroeli view
Mertes said, meaning after he retums to Bonn,

Another German spokesman, Pefer Beinish, said
the Saudis have not yet submitted their "shopping
list.™ In any case, he said, Bonn would demand
guarantees from them that whctever weapons they re-
ceive would not be transferred to a third party. This
was o response to the Israeli argument that arms sokd
to the Saudis would eventually be used against Is=
rael, directly or indirectly, Beinish added that the
moral question has "many aspects", noting that Ger-
many had ¢ moral commitment to keep promises it
made in the past,

That commitment is re=enforced, he said, by the
fact that Saudi Arabia provided $10 billion in

credit to West Germany for public sector devel
in the years 1980-1982,

Says Schmidt Was Responsible

Kohl himself sought to pass responsibility to his
predecessor, former Chancellor Helmut Schmidt,
who had bitter personal relations with former Israeli
Premier Menachem Begin. Kohl said that when he
took office last year, King Fahd of Saudi Arabia had
already been given to understand that the arms deal
was final. He added that it would be very difficult
to convince Fahd that the deal would not include
West Germany's Leopard |1 tank, regarded by experts
as the best of its kind in the world,

German sources said only last week that the
Leopard 11 was not on the Saudi list theugh anti=
aireraft fanks and missiles were. Israel considers
any of these weapons to pose a severe danger to its
security,

Kohl and Shamir are scheduled to hold a final
meeting Sunday, just before the Chancellor retums
fo Germany. Spekesmen for both parties said today
that their three meetings so far were held in an "ex-
cellent atmosphere " and were satisfactory to both
sides,

HERZOG SAYS HE WAS VERY SATISFIED
WITH HISVISIT TO ZAIRE AND LIBERIA
By Hugh Orgel

TELAVIV, Jan. 26 (JTA) — President Cheim Her-
zog retumed to Israel today from a nine~day state
visit to Zaire and Liberia and said he was very satis-
fied with his trip, He tokd reporters upon his arrival at
Ben Gurion Intemational Airport that the most import=
ant element of his trip was possibly the very fact of
the state visit itself.

"The reception accorded my wife, my colleagues
and myself was beyond all expectations,” he said,
Herzog was the first Israeli President to visit Black
African countries since Zaire and Liberia resumed dip~
Ion;gric ties with Israel after having severed them in
973,

Herzog said the talks he held with Zaire President
Mobutu Sese Seko and Liberian President Samuel Doe
were a continuation of talks rrev'lously held by Yit-
zhak Shamir while he was still Foreign Minister and
Ariel Sharon when he was Defense Minister during
their visits to Africa two years ago.

Herzog noted that his visit and talks with Mobutu
and Doe had been not only ceremonial, but had also
resulted in concrete agreements on Ismeli gid fo the
two countries and mutual cooperation,

Reaping The Fruits Of Earlier Activities

He noted that Israel was now able to reap the fruits
of the activities started over 20 years ago =~ the then
Lobor govemment whose Prime Minister, the late
Golda Meir, had put special stress on lsrael’s re lations
with Africa and Asia.

On the aircraft bringing him home, Herzog told ac~
companying lsraeli journalists that he would have
liked Israeli aid to Africa and other countries to stress
more economic, social, agricultural and technical aid
than military assistance.

REAGAN SAYS THE U.S, IS
MAKING PROGRESS TN LEBANON

By Helen Silver

WASHINGTON, Jan. 26 (JTA) -~ President
Reagan said last night that “we are making progress"
in Lebanon and asserted that the U.S. marines sta=
tioned in Beirut as part of the multinational peacekeep-
ing force will not be driven out of Lebanon by
"state sponsored terrorism, "

In his annual State of the Union address to a joint
session of Congress, Reagan declared: "There is hope
for a free, independent and ign Lebanon.
must have courage to give peace a chance. And we
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must not be driven from our objectives for peace in
Lebanon by state sponsored terrorism, "

Reagan said he would soon propose legislation to
help "combat terrorism” and would seek support from
other nations to help in this endeavor, "If demands
intemational attention, " he said in the nationally
televised speech,

Democrats Question Reagan's Assertion

Democratic leaders, however, questioned Reagan
assertion that progress was being made in Lebanen
teward achieving national reconciliation among
the various warring factions, and toward the eventu=
al withdrawal of all foreign forces from that country

In a program broadcast nationally immediately
following Reagan's address, Sen. Joseph Biden of
Delawere, a member of the Foreign Re lations Com-
mittee, said "I don't see that progress" in Lebanon.
Rep. Dante Fascell of Florida, echoed Biden's com~
v;:nr, saying, "ldon't see it or know of anyone who

s

Biden, along with House speaker Thomas O'Neill
of Massachusetts, noted that Reagan's speech
devoted little attention to the marine presence in
Lebanon. Biden said, "The President in a |0~page
speech devoted one paragraph to Lebanon." He also
said it was "time to bring those marines back and
it's time for us fo have a coherent foreign policy."”

O'Meill was joined by a bipartisan group of
Congressional leaders who met at the White House
yesterday aftemoon with Reagan to discuss Mideast
policy and other issues, O'Neill clashed sharply
with the President on the continued presence of the
marines in Lebanon and called Administration
policy "simplistic, "

SHAMIR ESCAFES INJURY
IN A TRAFFIC ACCIDENT
By Hugh Orgel

TELAVIV, Jan. 26 (JTA) -- Prime Minister
Yitzhak Shamir escaped unscathed from a traffic
accident this moring. He returned to his normal
work schedule, including another meeting with
West German Chancellor Helmut Kohl, after an
X~ray examination at the Sheba Hospital at Tel
Hashomer,

The incident occurred as Shamir was leaving Ben
Gurion Intemational Airport for Jerusalem after
welcoming President Chaim Herzog on his retum Fron"
an official visit to Zaire and Liberia.

A policeman was holding back traffic entering thel
freeway to Jerusalem at the airport intersection,
to allow Shamir's car to speed through. But en
unmarked police car disregarded the line of waiting
cars, by-passed them on the side of the road and
entered the freeway, crashing into the Premier's lim~
ousine . Both cars were slightly damaged .

SIT-IN AT WEST GERMAN EMBASSY
By Helen Silver

WASHINGTON, Jan, 26 (JTA) -~ Peter Hermes,
the West German Ambassador to the United States,
met Tuesday with two members of Americans for o
Safe 1srael (AFSI) and stressed that his country was
concerned about the security of the State of [srael,
but that "peace in the Middle East is also of utmost
concem,"

Hermes met for about |5 minutes with AFSI
member Tandi Gwen and AFSI local co=chairman Led
Samet after some 30 persons demonstrated outside
the West German Embassy here protesting the propos

5

ed $5 billion arms sale by West Germany te Saudi
Arabia. Gwen said the Ambassador tokd “us that the
security of lsrael i very imporfant to them but that
peace in the Middle East is also of utmost concem.”

"We pointed out that the twe are inseparable, "
Gwen told the JTA, The demonstration was organiz-
ed jointly by the AFS] and the American Jewish Con~
gress. Demonstrators carried placards declaring
"German arms to kill Jews 1934-1984" and "No Jewish
lives for Saudi petrodollars.”

Two Protestors Arrested, Charged

The AFSI also staged a peaceful sit-in Tuesday at
the West German Consultate General in New York,
Rabbi Avraham Weiss of the Hebrew Institute of River—
dale told the JTA that ofter almost seven hours of
the sit=in he and Father Bruce Bramleff, Rector of St.
Marks Episcopal Church in Teaneck, N.J., were ar-
rested and charged with criminal tresspass, They were
held for an hour and then released and given summons-
es to appear in court March 1,

BEHIND THE HEADLINES
THE NEW YORK TIMES ~- A YEAR LATE

NEW YORK, Jan, 26 (JTA) == The New York
Times uppurentl'y thought it had a "scoop" today in
a story on its front page headlined "Vatican Is
Reported To Have Fumished Aid fo Fleeing Nazis."
The Times cited as one source for this story "a
declassified State Department report” date 1947
"and never officially made publfic,’

The fact of the matter is that this report and the
role of the Vatican first appeared in a series of arti-
cles written by Charles Allen, Jr, in the February
16, 17 and 18, 1983 issues of the Jewish Telegraphic
Agency Daily News Bulletin and reprinted at the
time in numerous American Jewish newspapers across
the country. Allen obtained the report under the
Freedom of Information Act.,

The report, which until it was published in the
JTA was a "Top Secret" 35-page set of State Depart-|
ment documents, was written by Vincent Lo Vista,
an inremuh‘onafluwyer who in 1947 was military at-
fache to the American Embassy in Rome and, accord-
ing to Allen, "already a skilled intelligence/diplo-
matic State Department officer.” The report, dated
May 14, 1947, titled "lllegal Emigration Movements
In and Throug11 Italy, " became known as the "La
Vista Report” in American intelligence circles.

The Times in today's story fails to mention the JTA
series which first disclosed the existence and the
contents of the Lo Vista Report. For a paper that
claine fobe o pulication of record and contends on its
masthead “All the News That's Fit to Print" == albeit
almost a year late in this case == this omission hardly
qualified its boasts.

CONTROVERSY OVER AJCONGRESS'
JEWISH-CHRISTIAN RELATIONS INSTITUTE
By Lisa Palmieri-Billig

NEW YORK, Jan, 26 (JTA) == The creation by the
American Jewis'h Congress of an [nstitute for Jewish
Christian Relations fo promote dialogue on theolagical
issues has come under fire from other Jewish organiza-
tions after the news media reported that Robbi David
Bleich, Tenzer Professor of Law and Ethics of Yeshiva
University, had walked out on the Institute's first meet-
ing last week in Luceme, Switzerland, He was quoted
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as saying he had not realized the talks would be
centered on theclogical issues. But a spokesman

for the AJCongress told the Jewish Telegraphic Ag~
ency that "he was informed beforehand as to the
nature of the meeting. Indeed, Rabbi Bleich's pap-
er was the theological centerpiece of the confer~
ence, and presumably he knew what he was going
to say."

The Luceme wnference on "The Authority and
Interpretation of Scripture in Judaism and Christian-
ity," attended by scholars from all over the world,
constituted the first annual encounter of the Insti-

Jewish Research of the Theological Faculty of Luc-
eme, a Roman Catholic institution, in cooperation
with the Vatican Commission for Religious Relations
with the Jews,

Letter OFf 'Concern' Being Sent To Vatican

Informed sources confirmed to the JTA that a
letser is being sent to the Votican Commission by the
Intemational Jewish Committee for Interreligious
Consultations (IJCIC) which will express sentiments
of "dismay” and "concern" that this venture "may
be misconstrued as an attempt to break the unity
of the Jewish people,"

The 1JCIC comprises representatives of the World
Jewish Congress, Synagogue Council of America,
American Jewish Committee, Anti=-Defamation
League of B'nai B'rith and the Israel Jewish Counci
for Interreligious Consultations.

Twofold Objections Cited

Israel Singer, executive director of the World
Jewish Congress, and Elan Steinberg, director of
its American Section, said their objections to the
AlCongress' venture was twofold,

“First," Singer said, “"nearly 20 years ago,
the Vatican agreed to consider 1JCIC as the offic~
ial representative organization of the manifold
veices of world Jewry, Since (PLO chief Yasir)
Arafat was receivedrgy the Pope (in the fall of 1982
difficulties have arisen in the Catholic-Jewish dia=
logue. It would seem —- and we hope we are wrong-]
that the singling out of only one Jewish organiza~
tion by the Vatican as a parmer in dialogue was a
political end-run on_their part; and attempt to
circumvent the 1JCIC, This creates serious assymet=
ry in the relationship, "

The second point, Singer continued, "deals with
Orthodox Jewry's objection to theological dialogue
The question is not wlherher or not such dialogue
is acceptable to the majority of Jews, but that
one of our main constituents finds it unacceptable
and that we must be responsive to their concems,
The 1JCIC could not funtion without Orthodox repre
sentation,"

Says Vital Factor Overlooked
Contacted by the JTA, Dr, Michael Wyschograd |
the director of the AJCongress' Institute, stated that]
a vital factor was apparently being uverfaolced in
which was created in 1967
Siegman when he
was executive vice presidentgrhe Synagogue Coun|
cil of America, clearly has a representational char-
acter for world Jewry, the Institute for Jewish~
Cathelic Relations has no such pretentions.
Siegman, who is presently AJCongress executive
director, said the Instilutewas created to offer the
opportunity for scholars and theologians to meet, to

present papers destined for publication, and to
exchange ideas on the level of odvanced shudies
and on the basis of individual research. No schol-
ar or theologian would be representing anyone be=
yond himself, he affirmed.

REPERCUSSIONS OVER DEAL BETWEEN
TAMI AND THE COALITION GOVERNMENT
By Gil Sedan

JERUSALEM, Jan, 26 (JTA) == A last minute deal
with the Tami party to ensure its support of the govem~
ment against opposition non=confidence motions in
the Knesset yesterday, is having repercussions that
threaten the stability of Premier Yitzhak Shamir's
Likud~led coalition government.

The motions were defeated by o comfortable 62-56
vote. Tami backed the govemment but only after it
obfained an llth hour commitment from Finance Min-
ister Yigal Cohen=Orgad to increase child care allow-
ances, raise the income tax thresheld for poor families

and present a bill in the Knesset for a minimum wage
law.

These promises were made in writing. Tami demands
that the minimum wage law be acted on in two weeks
and that higher allowences for child care be paid,
beginning in April, Treasury sources said last night,
shortly after the Knesset vote, that it was impossibl’e
to meet those demands.

Education Minister Zevulun Hammer said Wednes-
day that he would not agree to any cuts in the educa-
tion budget if the Tami-controlled Ministry of
Labor and Welfare has its budget increased. The
government is desparately frying to slash expendi-
tures in order to deal with the economic crisis.
Cohen-Orgad himself said only a few days ago that
the cost of Tami's demands would negate proposed cuts
in the welfare budget.

The possibility of a new crisis within the coalition
prompted Deputy Premier David Levy to remark yester-
day that the govemment could not last much longer
with a constant threat fo its stubility. He said he
would support early elections if the coalition's surviv=
al is in doubt, At the same time, he dismissed the idea
of an altemative coalition headed by the labor Align~
ment as "an illusion,"

Labor Calls For Early Elections

Labor continued fo call for early elections today.

A statement issued by the party said yesterday's Knes-
set debate over the economy demonstrated that the
Shamir govemment is incapable of functioning proper=
ly. But Labor Party sources conceded that, in light of
yesterday's defeat, there is little chance of bringing
down the government by parliamentary means.

Two Labor MKs, Sh?;mo Hillel and Aharon Nahmias,
sent a letter to party chairman Shimon Peres objecting
to Labor attempts to woo Tami away from the Likud
coalition by promising its leaders top positions in
Histadrut,

Meanwhile, the newly formed public movement
"to save the economy" has urged all parties to get fo-
gether fo form a national unity govemment. The move~
ment is headed by former Finance Minister Yigael
Hurwitz. Other members include former MKs Zalman
Shoval and Stef Wertheimer and Avraham Sochami.
Wertheimer and Sochami are-prominent industrialists.
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ORT SCHOOLS EMPHASIZING COMPUTERS,
ROBOTICS AND JEWISH EDUCATION

NEW YORK, Jan, 26 (JTA) =~ ORT (Organi-
zation for Rehabilitation Through Training) fs ex-
gndin computer and robotics training courses at

RT schools in Israel, the United States, Latin
America, India and Morocco in line with its empha-~
sis on high technology training to prepare graduates
of ORT schools for the workplace of the 1990's,

This development was highlighted in a report
by American ORT Federation president Alvin Gray
which will be presented ot the organization's nation=
al conference banquet Saturday night.

During the three=day conference which begins
tomorrow, some 500 delegates from American Men's
ORT groups from throughsut the country will discuss
new directions to be token by ORT during the closing
decades of the 20th century in its global network of
800 schools and training centers wﬁich serve some
112,000 students, 78,000 in Israel alone,

According to a recent World ORT Union techni-
cal department study, 80 percent of all jobs in the
1990's will require computer skills, and 20 million
new fobs in high technology areas will be created,

In his report, Gray, who will complete the first of
his four-year term in office at the national confer-
ence, pointed out that ORT is also placing an increasd
ed emphasis on Jewish education in schoc?s through-
out the ORT global network.

Gray noted that, "While the subjects that ORT
teaches have changed in ORT's [04~year history,
the philosophybehind that training has not varied since
the first ORT school taught carpentry skills to the
first ORT student in a cabinet-making class over a
century ago in Russia, The goal is the same today as it
was then: training people for decent, productive lives
ORT will continue to pursue and to accomplish that
goal.”

New ORT Schools In Israel And The U,S.

According to Gray, within the next three years,
ORT plans to open an ORT Intemational Technical
High School in Israel’s Region 2000 development
area at Carmiel; to establish a Los Angeles ORT Tech=
nical Institute in the U,5.; and to expand the ORT
Technical High School in Marseilles, France.

The ORT Intemational School, a two=year tech-
nical high school, will be named for the late Max
Braude, director-general of the World ORT Union for
some 30 years, and will be the first ORT school in the
workd to attract Jewish students from the diaspora, whq
will study together with lsraeli youngsters.

The Municipality of Carmiel has set aside some
100 acres for the school, including space for the
dormitories. The ORT Intemational School will becomq
an integral part of Isreel's Development Region 2000 id
the western Galilee,

The new ORT Technical Institute in Los Angeles
will provide high-level technical training to the
Jewish community of that city and will incorporate
elements of the other two ORT projects in the U.S.,
the Bramson ORT Technical Institue in New York and
the ORT computer literacy project in operation at
the Jewish High School of g:uﬁ'l Florida in Miami,

The decision to expand the ORT school in Mar-
seilles comes in response to requests from ORT France
to meet the needs of the North African Jewish com-
munity, 150,000 of whom have settled in southem
France and among whom ORT schools have an excel=
lent reputation. ORT France currently has to turn

away thousands of students who seek admission each
year, due to lack of space.

Computer training has become an integral part of
ORT schools throughout the world. Robotics courses,
in which students build end leam to operate their
own robots, are already part of the curriculum at
ORT schools in Israel ond the U.S. and is planned
for inclusion as a subject of study at ORT operations
in other countries as well.

"High technology creates a demand for highly
trained fechnicians and engineers. That is where
ORT training comes in, " notes Gray,

In Israel, where technological proficiency is a
matter of survival, 20 percent of the nation's labor
force is involved in high technology, including
30,000 scientists and engineers and 185,000 skilled
technical workers. In contrast, only |4 percent of
the work force of the United States and only 10
percent of the work force in West Germany are invalv=~
ed in these fields.

In France, where ORT operates a network of eight
schools serving 8, 500 students, computers and robot-
ics and other hign technology fields are an integral
part of the ORT curriculum,

In Latin America ORT schools have also recogniz~
ed the importance of high-tech training with comput=
er centers serving 8,500 ORT students in Argentina,
2,200 in Brazil, 1,300 in Chile, and 3,000 in
Uruguay .

ORT schools serving 650 students in India and
1,000 in Morocco also provide computer training in
their curricula,

In addition to training in high technology fields,
ORT continues to ieach basic trades such as weMing,
sewing and auto mechanics at ORT schools throughout
the ORT network.

Jewish Education Emphasized

"While a sound technical education is essential "
Gray says, "it can never be enough if that is all the
students at ORT schools receive. Mew Jewish educa-
tion programs are being developed by the World ORT
Union fo enhance the teaching of Jewish education
to students at ORT schools, It would be a tragedy, if,
three or four decades from now, ORT schools were
producing competent technicians who knew every-
thing there is to know about sophisticated technolo=
gieshut nothing at all about their Jewish heritage.
After all, the whole point of ORT is Jewish survival.”

[JACK SCHIFF DEAD AT 66 |

MNEW YORK, Jan, 26 (JTA) -- Funeral services
were held yesterday in New Rochelle for Dr. Jack
Schiff, provost of Pace University. He died Monday
at the age of 66 following a brief illness.

Schiff, a native New Yorker who resided in
New Rochelle since 1956, served the university as
teacher and administrator for more than 30 years and
was instrumental in its growth and development. He
was highly regarded in the field of marketing and
had done pioneering work in the application of
computer simulation and programmed instruction in the
training of managers and market personnel. He was
the author of numerous articles on the subject.

Schiff was @ long-standing member of Beth El
Synagogue in New Rochelle and was active in Pace
University's Jewish Students Association,



