jial

DAILY NEWS BULLETIN

& Contents copynght: Republication only by provious afTangement.

PUBLISHED BY JEWISH TELEGRAPHIC AGENCY - 165 WEST 46TH STREET - NEW YORK, NY 10036-2574 - (212) 575-9370

Veol. LXI1 - 67th Year

Thursday, January 26, 1984

No. 17

KOHL TELLS KNESSET HE GRIEVES
FOR THE SUFFERING INFLICTED ON
THE JEWISH PEOPLE BY GERMANS
By Gil Sedan

JERUSALEM, Jan. 25 (JTA) -~ Chancellor Helmu
Kohl of West Germany said here last night that he
bowed "in grief for the suffering inflicted on the Jew-|
ish people by Germans" in the past.

He made that remark in the course of a speech at
a dinner given in his honor by Premier Yitzhak Shamir
at the Jerusalem Hilton. Kohl, who was 15 when
World War 11 ended, said of the Holocaust, "It is
impossible for us feday to imagine what happened
then, But it did happen and Germeny bears responsi-
bility for it in history."

The Chancellor, who arrived in Israel yesterday
on a five-day official visit, oddressed the Knesset
today and gave assurances that neo-MNazism posed no
danger inthe Federal Republic. His government, he
said, was constantly alert for any sign of a rise of
neo-Nazi groups. He asserted that West German youth
have leamned from history and could not be influenced
by neo-Mazi propaganda.

Kohl's remarks were in response to Shamir who
noted last night that the State of fsruel rose 36 years
ago from the ashes of the Holocaust and observed that
if six million European Jews had not been destroyed,
Israel teday might have been a nation of 10 millien
rather than four millien, One must be on guard not to
re—open the wounds of the Holocaust, Shamir said . This|
was an allusion to German arms sales to Arab coun=
fries still technically in a state of war with Israel,

Kohl And Shamir Hold Intensive Talks

Kohl's visit is in fact overshadowed not only by
Germany's past but by serious differences between is~
rael and the Bonn govemment over the latter's Midd le
East policies and, particularly, West Germany's plan=
ned arms sales to Saudi Arabia, The Chancellor has

two private meetings with Shamir and was report
ed to have raised the arms sales issue himself at the
first of these.

Although no details of their talks have been re~
leased, Shamir reported |y stressed that Saudi Arabia
cannot be regarded as moderate in the context of the
Arab~lsrael conflict and maintained that weapons sup=
plied to it would eventually be used against lsrael,
directly or indirectly.

Kohl's reply was not reported . But German offici-
als have been giving assurances, even before the Chan|
cellor's arrival here, that due consideration would be
given to the Israeli positions on all matters when
Bonn re=evaluates its Middle East policies after
Kohl's return,

No Final Decision On Arms Sales To Saudis

Israeli sources said today that West Germany has
made no final decision on arms sales to Saudi Arabia
and is seriously weighing Israel’s objections. Kohl
also addressed another concem of the Israelis, He
reported ly tald Shamir that Germany would be consid=
erate of the problems that may arise for Israel's agri-
cultural exports to Europe after Spain joins the Euro~
pecn Economic Community (EEC).

Israelis are worried because competing Spanish
citrus and other products would enjoy the economic
advantages of Common Market membership denied
Israeli exports,

Approach To Mideast Peace Reiterated

At last night'sdinner in his honor, Kohl reiterated
West Germany's long-standing approach to peace in
the Middle East, which is not shared by Israel, He
said a political settlement in the region shoukd be
based on the resolutions of the Arab summit meeting
in Fez, Morocco, President Reagan's September |,
1982 peace initiative and the June, 1980 Venice
declaration by the EEC heads of stote. Israel rejects
all three and insists that the Camp David accords are
the only basis for a peace settlement.

The Venice declaration supported the right of all
states in the region to live witm secure borders and
the right of the Palestinian people to self-determina=
tion. "Peace is not possible against or without Israel
nor is peace possible against or without the Arab
side, " Kohl said.

An lsraeli govemment spokesman acknowledged to-
day that "relations between Israel and Germany are
not a simple thing," Asked if progress has been made
in the Kohl-Shamir talks, he replied, "I think it is
important that we are able to conduct a dialogue.”

Kohl's visit to the Yod Vashem yesterday, shortly
after arriving in Jerusalem, was without incident,
despite protests by various groups and individuals op-
posed to any lsraeli contacts with Germans. Security
precautions were strict and cordons of police prevent-
ed demonstrators from reaching the area around the
Holocaust memorial. One man was arrested trying to
raise a swastika flag. Another profestor threw a stone
at Kohl's car.

SPECIAL TO THE JTA
THE VERBELEN CASE
By Charles Allen, Jr.

(Part Three OFf A Three Part Series)

NEW YORK: Jan. 25 (JTA) == It is no news
that Robert Jeah Verbelen, the convicted Belgian
SS war criminal, was an agent of the U,S. Army Coun-
ter Intelligence turps (CIC) ofter World War 11,
What is news was his cerfain involvement with an
American "third agency, " undoubted ly the CIA
and one of its European surrogates, in this instance,
West German intelligence.

The recently released CIC documents on Verbel-
en provide some of the details about this hitherto
unrealized development in this latest example of
American intelligence utilization of wanted Nazi
mass murderers. Its curious beginnings may be traced
through the CIC documents.

In late 1965, Verbelen had become a source of
concem to the European Army Command of the U.S.
Forces when he was charged, tried and found not
guilty of war crimes accusations in ¢ Vienna court,

Realizing that, nonetheless, Verbelen might well
become a source of acute embarrassment, or worse,
a "Secret" TWX (telex) from CIC's European head-
quarters were sent marked "urgent" to CIC's 513th In=
telligence Center at Oberursel where CIC personnel
and other records were maintained .
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The message noted that "USDAQ, Brussels queried L
this HQ (U.S. Army in Europe) re cbove named indivigl-
val (Alfred Schwab, an often used alias of Verbelen)
currently employed with the (U.S.) Embassy under his
true name rt Verbelen, "

The secret message added that the "USDAO (pre-
sumably the American Embassy in Brussels or a special
office Yocuted there such as tZle CIA or military intel-
ligence offices -~ a source said USDAO meant U, S.
Defense Attache Office == that routinely use Ameri~
can Embassies as a cover, according to intelligence
experts this writer consulted about the 1966 CIC TWX)
=« "requests information which it can release to
the public re subj's employment ...," This sentence
is followed by what is obviously a key deletion,

The message then continued: “USDAO has letter
from Belgian citizen who claims Robert Verbelen,
alias Schwab, recently tried and acquitted for
alleged war crimes by Austrian court but still consid-
ered murderer and traitor by Belgians. ™

There then follows a series of substantial deletions
from both this message and the reply sent to:
"RUFHBS/DAQ, Brussels, Belgium."

It is obvious that this exchange between U,S,CIC
in Europe and whatever intelligence agency at the
U.S. Embassy in Brussels - it could have been the
CIA or Army Intelligence serving ostensibly as a
"military attache" at the Embassy =~ that reflected urq
gent concern about Verbelen's past employment by
CIC.

The striking aspect of this exchange of course was,
however, the part describing "Schwab " as "currently
(i.e. 1966) employed with the (U.S,)Embassy under
his true name Robert Verbelen,"

Of course the extensive deletions in the recently
re leased CIC records would go a fong way toword
providing specifics; yet from the surrounding circum=
stances of Verbelen's employment by CIC, as
carried in the released documents, do confirm Verbe |
en's involvement with an American "third agency."

Evolution OF Vebelen's Involvement

Verbelen himself, accordingto the CIC in a long
memorandum dated ..ruly 11, 1956 == on the eve of
CIC's decision to discharge Verbelen-= tells how
he first came to American attention:

"In early 1946 SUBJECT (Verbelen) was walking on
the street in Vienna ... SUBJECT met an SS General,
name not specified, with whom SUBJECT had worked
in Belgium, The General asked the SUBJECT if he
wished to continue to fight against Communism,

Upon receiving a positive reply, the General confid=
ed that he was in contact with an American agency
and would recommend that SUBJECT also be given
employment."

Again there follow gross deletions in this CIC
document, Clearly, the details of how and precisely
who hired Verbelen along with the terms of his usage
were spelled out in the non=deleted version.

Yet one can put forward reasonable altematives
pending their full disclosure: if the "early 1946" per-
iod is accurate {and there is evidence that Verelen
may have been contacted for espionage earlier, dur-
ing his "bartender” days), then the S5 General had
already been a "card"(paid hire) by CIC,

The General's identity is a relatively simple mat-
ter: there were only a few S5/5D Generals in Belgium

It is quite clear also that Verbelen's SD background

lag, attracted him to the CICasan iron filingtoa
magnet. Precisely in that period, as was documented
in the 1983 Justice Department report on Klaus

Barbie, such fascist groupings as the Iron Guard of Rur

ania, the Ustashi of Yugoslavia, the Arrow Cross of
Hungary were the key elements in Barbie's networks
of agents., .
Verbelen was to prove useful in running similar
"nets” in Central Europe composed of agents from
these same anti~Communist sources in cddition to
Dervlag and the Walloonian Rexist fascists from
Belgium.
The Cases OF Degrelle And Gehlen

Hitler's favorite collaborator in Belgium was Leon
Degrelle, He not only was a high-ranking officer in
the S5 Viking Division for which, (as reported in
Part Two of this series) Verbelen recruited volunteers
among the Flemish. But, more importantly, both
Verbelen and Degrelle worked out of SD headquarters
in Brussels against the Resistance , as is known from
separate historical sources on both these 55 men.

Degrelle escaped clean to Franco Spain, There he -
was said fo have been employed by Otto Skorzeny, the
5§ commando and war criminal who probably worked
for the CIA. Said Degrelle in o Dutch TV broadcast
in 1973, beamed to Belgium: "l am a racist ., . The
Jews? It is their own fault, It is o myth that six mil-
lion of them were killed. "

Another vital point: ultimately, the Verbelen CIC
networks would have had to come within the purview
of the Gehlen Organization between 1947 and 1956
(Verbelen's CIC service.)

The Gehlen Organization was headed by Reinhard
Gehlen, chief of German Intelligence on the Russian
Front,the FHO (Fremde Heere Ost, Foreign Armies
East). As such he daily worked intimately with the
SD, Gestapo and Einsurzgru'ipen squads in implement-
ing the military-politics of their collective genocides,
including the extermination of 1,4 million Jewish men,
women and children.

Gehlen fled West toward war's end and used his
anti=Soviet intelligence files and his s taff as bargain=
ing chips with the United States.

After @ year's debriefing in Washington, American
intelligence == a combination of U.S, military and
State Department apparat (the Office of Policy Coord-~
ination, OPC) that became CIA's covert operations
after 1948-- Gehlen was given initial funding of
$7 million and put under direct American command
of al! espionage, counter-espionage and sabotage
against the Soviet Union,

His operation became known as the Gehlen Org,
Eventually, he became head of the West German
BND (Bundesnachrichtendienst) with continuous, inti=
mate ties to the CIA,

A Crucial Memo

This background helps to make sense out of para-
graph 12, page B-052 of the same July Ilth CIC memo
that disclosed how an SS General brought the CIC
and Verbelen together. This crucial section states:
"On an unknown date on or about | July 1946, Agency
'B' submitted a request for Central Regisrr{’ Check for
Agency 'C' on SUBJECT (Verbelen). The background
material on SUBJECT (Verbelen) supplied by Agency
'B' was as followsz .40, "

There follows some dozen lines deleted for "reasons
of national security” by the U.S. Army Intelligence
and Security Command in 1983,

What == or who = were "Agency B" and "Agency
C"? There could have been several combinations: The
intelligence office back in Brussels that put out the
first anxious query on Verbeen who had to provide
information for yet another agency. Or it could have
been the CIA getting information from or for the
Gehlen Org then the official West German counter-
part {and still satellite of) the CIA,
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In any event, "third agency" interest, in-
tention to hire Verbelen after his CIC discharge,
in other words, ongeing involvement with Verbelen
is altogether clear, Verbelen's immediate emglay-
ment in the new Austrian secret police in 1957 is
yet further confirmation of this infrigue.

Verbelen's murderous Nazi past, his connection
during and after the Holocaust with Barbie, his
employment by the CIC and his involvement with an
American "third ogency" roises the crucial guestion:
Will the U.S, Justice Department make o full dis=
closure of this sordid chapter?

The case of Robert Jean Verbelen is just beginning

HERZOG'S TRIP TO ZAIRE AND LIBERIA
RESULTS IN STRENGTHENING ISRAEL'S
RELATIONS WITH THE TWO COUNTRIES
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AV1VY, Jan, 25 (JTA) == President Chaim
Herzog was on his way back to Jerusalem today from
Monrovia, Liberia, ending a week-long African tour
which also fook him to Zaire, Liberia and Zaire
are the first=—ond so far the only=-Black African
nations to resume the diplomatic ties with Israelwhich
they broke during the Yom Kiopur War in 1973,

The trip resulted in sh'engrEening Israel's commer—
cial as well as diplomatic relations with the two
couniries, Officials accompanying Herzog signed
number of trade agreements with Zaire and Liberia
which call for the marketing of Israeli preducts in
those countries and the dispatch of Israeli experts to
advise them on agriculture and in other fields.

Wide-Ranging Agreement Signed

Herzog and President Samuel Doe of Liberia signe
a wide~ranging cooperation agreement committing
Israel to help Liberia in a number of projects, They
include the establishment of a national bank, devel=
opment of a new electric power network ond the con
struction of 480 kilometers of new highways. In ad-
dition, a jeint Israeli-Liberian company was set up g
develop the rice crop, Liberia hopes eventually to
export 100,000 tons of rice a year.

Herzog was the first non-African leoder to visit
Liberia since Doe, a soldier, seized power in a coup
four years ago. Israeli joumalists accompanying Her+
zog reported that the diplomatic community h Monrow
was surprised by Herzog's visit yesterday to the
army barracks where a score of Liberian leaders,
including a dozen Cabinet ministers, were assassinat+t
ed in the uprising that brought Doe to power,

Herzog held a press conference last night in the
Liberian capital where he was questioned closely
about Israel's relations with South Africa. Some Blac
African nations say this is an obstacle to re-establish
ing diplomatic ties with Israel,

Herzog responded by pointing out that Tanzania,
Mozambique and other Black nations have much
more extensive trade relations with South Africa thar
Israel, "All |I'm asking is that you do not apply one
standard to those countries and another standard to
a small country called Israel," he said. He noted
that "In total, the arrangements we have with South
Africa amount to two-fifths of one percent of South
Africa's foreign trade.”

Herzog's first order of business when he retums to
Jerusalem will be to greet West Germany's Chancel-
IorIHelTu? Kohl who is on a five=day official visit
to Israel,

a

GO VERNMENT DEFEATS 3 NON=-CONFIDENCE
MOTIONS BY A VOTE OF 62-56
By Gil Sedan

JERUSALEM, Jan, 25 (JTA) — The government
coalition tonight defeated three opposition non-
confidence motfions on the economy by a vote of
62-56, There was one abstention,

The vote followed eight hours of tense debate
during which Labor Party chairman Shimon Peres
charged that the Likud government had mismanaged
the economy for seven years resulfing in a doubling
of the poor, an increase in the national debt from
30 billion to three trillion Shekels and an annual infla-
tion rate that rose from 30 percent to over 190 percent
in 1983,

Finance Minister Yigal Cohen-Orgad, replying for
the govemment, conceded that the economy is in
trouble, "But this is because we tried to provide ser-
vices to support everane," he said. He maintained
that social benefits should have been restricted to the
truly needy.

A Touch Of Irony

His remarks had o touch of irony inasmuch as
Cohen—Orgad had only just reached an agreement with
the Tami Party committing the govemment to increased
welfare expenditures af ¢ time of drastic budget~cutting.
The negotiations with Tami, going on for days, ended
just before the Knesset voted, The small coalition part-
ner which controls the Labor and Welfare Ministry had
threatened to withhold its support for the govemment
unless the Treasury acceded to its demands.

In the event, Tami's three votes were not necessary
to prevent a government defeat although they gave
Premier Yitzhak Shamir's coalition a more comfortable
margin. Tami gained Cohen~Orgad's commitment to
increase child care allowances, raise the income tax
threshhold for poor families, and present a minimum
wage law to the Knesset, Only yesterday, the Finance
Minister had warned that the cost of Tami's demands
would cancel out the proposed cuts in the Welfare Min-
istry budget.

Former Finance Minister Yigael Hurwitz accused
Tami of blackmail and abstained on the non-confidence
motions as a gesture of protest, Tami leader Aharon Abu-
Hatzeira rejected the charge. He said Tami hos "a
platform and policy and we owe if to our voters-~the
poor —- to implement it." The party represents a low
income, largely Sephardic constituency.

Although the Shamir govemment overcame its latest
challenge, there are signs of inskbility within Likud,
Two members of its Liberal Party wing, Yitzhak Ber-
mon end Dror Seigerman, announced today.that they
would not run for re=election on the Likud ticket, They
are said to be trying to esteblish a new liberal-center
faction.

* ok ok

WASHINGTON (JTA) =~ President Reagan appealed
for support of his Lebanon policy during a blunt ex-
change with Congressional leaders Wednesday. Reagan
sought bipartisan backing for the continued presence
of U.S, troops in Beirut until a diplomatic solution for
the Lebanon crisis is found, the White House said.
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U.S. URGED TO PRESSURE CHILEAN
GOVERNMENT TO EXPEL WALTER RAUFF,
A NCTORIOUS NAZ] WAR CRIMINAL

LOS ANGELES, Jan, 25 (JTA) == The Simon
Wiesenthal Center of Yeshiva University here has
urged the Reagan Administration to apply "strong
and direct"” pressure on the Chilean government
to expel Walter Rauff, o notorious Nazi war crimi=
nal who has been living in Chile for more than 20

ears.
4 Rauff invented and supervised the mobile gas
trucks used to murder an estimated 250,000 Jews be-
fore the death camps at Auschwitz, Treblinka and
other sites were set up,

The request to the Administration was contained
in telegrams to Secrefary of State George Shultz
and Assistant Secretary of State for Human Rights
Elliott Abrams, They were signed by Robbi Marvin
Hier, dean and Rabbi Abraham Cooper, associate
dean of the Wiesenthal Center,

They called on the Administration to intervene din
ectly with President Augustino Pinochet of Chile,
noting that Rauff has lived there openly under the
protection of various regimes and "to date, Chilean
authorities have refused to move against this major
World War I criminal, " The State Department, they
said, should become involved to help see that
"Rauff does not continue to successfully evade the
bar of justice, "

"Since the Chilean Supreme Court has ruled
against his extradition, we ask you o request Presi-
dent Pinochet to fake steps to expel Walter Rauff
from Chilean society. We can think of no more
worthy issue to be addressed by the State Department”
Office for Human Rights, " the telegram said.

Wiesenthal Center officials are also discussing
the possibility of Congressional hearings on the
Rauff case, They reported that Rep, Bamey Frank
{D. Mass,), who is a member of the House Judici-
ary Committee, has indicated that such hearings
could be convened as early as the middle of next

th.
"At this stage, only strong and direct pressure
from the United States can lead Chilean leaders to
conclude that their country should no fonger be
used as a safe haven for one of the most notorious
Nazi war criminals of World War 11," Hier said,

ISRAELI OFFICIAL SAYS SYRIA NOT
INTERESTED IN WARWITH ISRAEL

KIAMESHA, N.Y,, Jan, 25 (JTA) -~ "Syria,
which is led by an astute, patient and scheming
man, is not interested in war with Isrcel, but
through stecdy and unrelenting psychological and
military pressure on the United States, hopes to
bring about U.S. withdrewal from Lebanonand to
cbandon its alliance with Israel"  an lsraeli diplo-
mat said here.

Aryeh Levin, Deputy to Israel's Ambassador to
the United Nations, Yehudo Blum, addressed the op-
ening plenary session of the midwinter conference
of the national board of Hadassah, meeting at the
Concord Hotel,

"As for Israel, " he said, "events have proven
that its strategy to remove the PLO's territorial base
in Lebanon and to restore Lebanese independence
has been essentially sound. In fact, the Syrians
have played into Israel's hands both during the
battle of Beirut and, hopefully, in the definitive
departure of the PLO terrorists from Tripoli, "

‘ o T ————
ﬂ January 26, 1984
L

Furthermore, Levin explained that “the growing
embarrassment of the presence of the multinational
peacekeepers in and around Beirut is not of Israel’s
making and it is not Israel that should be expected
to furnish the face-saving device for their withdraw=
al, Nor should the Lebanese Christians or Moslems
expect Isrel to provide them with their independence,’

Deve lopments In Jordan Assessed

Turning to the PLO ard King Hussein, Levin said,
"Now that the fangs of the PLO in Lebanon has been
pulled by Israel and Syria combined, (PLO chief
Yasir) Arafat is no more the awe~inspiring terrorist he
was, and his control of the West Bank Arab notohles
is not as fotal, Hussein has reverted fo his old experi-
mentations with the Palestinian Arabs and has recalled
his Parliament which was dismissed in 1974, where
the majority of seats are in the hands of the Palestin~
ians.

“Israe| has not interfered in the realization that
this new development == another fruit of the 'Peace
for Galilee' operation -- might be the dawning of
greater reason in the Jordanian-Hashimite Camp,
and, perhaps, even an opening for the negotiations
provided for under the Camp David Agreements, A
great deal more will have to be done before negotia=
tions with Israel, Egypt and the U,S."

Levin explained that "Hussein is fearful of Syria
and of Libyo and aware of what their money can buy
in assassin's wages, Perhaps he is also taking a risk
insofar as Israel is concemed, for he knows he would
be looking forward to protracted negotiations with no
great achievement in store for himself, He is trying to
win Palestinian support and regain political presence
in Judaeda ond Samaria that he had lost to the PLO.
The radical Arcbs are dead set against all this.

"In his possible confrontation with Syria, Hussein
knows he will be supported by both Iraq and Soudi
Arabia, although if it comes to an open milita
infervention by Syria, there is no one but Israel to
bar the road to Hussein's capital, Amman, What
has added an additional sense of urgency to the new
positions adopted by Hussein is the realization that
time is not on his side."

Egypt Has Emptied Peace Of Meaning

As for Egypt, "it has not abandoned peace with Is-
rael but it has emptied it of all meaning ~~ save
pecce itself =~ which is important enough, " Levin
continued., "Egyptian delegates have been more out-
spoken than those of any other Arab country against Is=
rael at the UN; its press and media are reverting to
their old Sturmer prose; their President has had an
indecent exposure with Arafat; and they were humbly
begging to be reinstated in the Arab League.

They have now been welcomed back into the Islamic
Conference. "

All of this is "perhaps, understandcble even if it
causes [srael fremendous uneasiness and anxiety,"Levin
observed, "Egypt cannot maintain its role as the big-
gest Arab nation == its punishment by ostracism for
Eeace with Israel has been difficult for it to bear ==

ut life has also become difficult for our bilateral re=~
lations: our Embassy in Cairo is isolated, and the
fate of our great expectations in the Land of the Nile
is not entirely clear, "




