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LIKUD COALITION TRYING TO WARD OFF
By Gil Sedan

JERUSALEM, Jan. 5 (JTA) =~ The Likud ~led
coalition, grappling with a grave economic crisis, is
ing to ward off attempts by the opposition Labor
Alignment to reduce its narrow Knesset majority.

Labor Party chairman Shimon Peres said today that
prospects were good for a change of government this
zeur, possibly through early elections but more liky

y the defection of one or more of Likud's pariners to

join Labor in an alternative coalition.

The Alignment is focussing on theTami Party whosé
leader, former Welfare Minister Aharon Abu-Hatzeirq
just completed a three—month prison term for embezzle;

ment and has returned to the Knesset, Tami represent}

a low income, largely Sephandic constituency and is
fiercely opposed to proposed budget cuts that would
affect welfare programs,

Should its three~member Knesset faction abandon
Likud, the governing coalition would be reduced tod
parliamentary majority of one =~ the one man being
former Premier Menachem Begin who has been confin
ed to his home and has not attended a Knesset session|
since he announced his intention to resign last sym=
mer,

The Alignment is also seeking to encourage de-
fections by other coalition partners at odds with
government policies, mainly those affecting the
economy. They include the Agudq |srael and dove=
ish members of Likud's Liberal Party wing.

Seeking To Ensure Coalition Solidarity

Deputy Premier David Levy is making strenuous
efforts to ensure coalifion solidarity in face of the
economic situation and the painful measures that mus|
be taken to improve it. He spent today in consulta=
tion with Likud's various partners, He is also frying
to work out an "economic package deal" with Hista-
drut and the Manufacturers Association as a way out
of th: crisis. | b

vy's initiative reportedly won the support of
Premier Yitzhak Shamil:ohut nﬁf Finance N?'ll;‘;s'er
Yigal Cohen~Orgad who was said to have complain-
ed of outside interference in an area of his responsi-
bility.
Histadrut's Reaction |s Negative

Histodrut's immediate reaction to a package deal
was negative. Yeruham Meshel, Secretary General
of the trade union federation, warned yesterday that
there can be "no discussion” of a package deu(ﬂwt
includes taxes on education, health and vocational
tests == as proposed by the Finance Minister ~- and
at the same time an erosion of wages and increased
unemployment,

Histodrut demands full employment, price stabil=
ization and the preservation of real wages. The Many
facturers Association for its part says a package that
includes a price freeze is not FeusiZIE at the present
rate of inflation,

Labor MK Gad Yaacobi, chairman of the Knesset
Economic Committee, said on a television interview
yesterday that an agreement between Histadrut and

the government was possible on wages but it was hard=
ly realistic to expect a package deal, Yaacobi thought
tﬁe present government stands no chance of overcoming
the economic crisis. :

He suggested that the national standard of living
be frozen for three years, the national budget cut by
$1 billion by reducing expenditures in Lebanon and
in the occupied ferritories and that the rule barring
El Al flights on the Sabbath ~~ a Likud concession to
the Aguda Israel == be rescinded so that the national
air carrier can increase its revenues,

Yaacobi agreed with Peres that the Labor Align=
ment will retum to power this year, either by parlia=
mentary changes or early elections, In the latter case,
he suggested that former President Yitzhak Navon head
the Labor Alignment ficket,

ISRAEL'S POPULATION 15 4,1 MILLION

JERUSALEM, Jan, 5 (JTA) == Israel's population
grew to 4,1 million in 1983, according to figures releas-
ed this week by the Central Bureau of Statistics. The
Jewish population grew by 1,7 percent last year com=-
pared to |6 percent in 1982, while the Arab population
decreased to 2,8 percent from 3,0 percent.

bout 83 percent of Israel's population is Jewish
and |7 percent Arab, according to the statistics, which
do not include an estimated 1,3 million Arabs in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip. .

The Bureau's report also showed that the Jewish
birth rate increased in 1983 compared to a decline in
the Arab birth rate. The Jewish rate rose to 2,85 per-
cent from 2,79 in 1982, while the Arab rate decreased
to 4,65 percent from 4,97

DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL COMPLAINS
THAT NO CORRECTIVE MEASURES HAVE

BEEN TAKEN TORECTIFY LAW ENFORCEMENT
DEFECTS IN THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES

By Gil Sedan

JERUSALEM, Jan, 5 (JTA) == Deputy Attomey
General Yehudit Karp has complained to Justice Min=
ister Moshe Nissim that no measures have been taken
to correct serious defects in the enforcement of law in
the occupied ferritories since she exposed them in a
confidential report presented in May, 1982,

A Justice Ministry spokesman said yesterday that
the issue of law and order i the territories tops the
government's agenda. He said the three ministries dir=
ectly concemed -- Justice, Interior and Defense ==
have drafted a policy plan which will be presented to
the Cabinet for approval in the near future.

Karp wrote her report | |/2 years ago affer serv-
ing as head of a special committee of the Justice Min~=
istry inquiring into the administration of law and order
in the territories. She subsequently resigned from the
panel charging that her report been shelved,

It dealt mainly with complaints by West Bank
Arabs that little or no action was taken when they
were victims of violence or harassment by Jewish extrem:
ists. Karp's report found that inadequate investigation by
the. police in the territories was due to a shortage of
manpower, lack of coordination between the varlous
sec{iriry agencies and little cooperation from the Jewish
settlers,
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In her letter to Nissim yesterday, Karp said
those conditions still exist, She wamed that if remed-
ial measures are not taken, the situation in the
territeries will deteriorate further, She said she has
received additional complaints in recent months of
insufficient investigation of crimes against Arabs and
of Jewish suspects who are never brought to trial,

Karp noted, for example, that the settlers who
burned down the Hebron marketplace last year in
retaliation for the stabbing death there of a yeshiva
student, Aharon Gross, were never arrested or charged

Interior Minister Yosef Burg told the Knesset
yesterday that nowhere in the police or security servicH
es was there any support for Jewish terror in the terri=
tories. Burg spoke in reply to an agenda motion by
Lebor MK Yossi Sarid who said organized Jewish temoy-
ist groups existed in the territories,

STATE DEPARTMENT REFUSES COMMENT
ON [ISRAELI RAIDS ON TERRORIST BASES
By David Friedman

WASHINGTON, Jan. 5 (JTA) == The State
Department refused today to make any comment on
the Israeli air raid against lranian-backed Shiite
terrorist bases in central Lebanon yesterday, Depart-
ment deputy spokesman Alan Romberg, however, re-
jected rﬁ: contention that the refusal to comment
was "tacit" approval of the raid,

He stressed that the U,S. had not been informed
in advance of the Israeli action. "These were Israeli
raids, taken by Israeli initiatives," he odded.

In the past, the U.,S. has either criticized Israel
for such raids in retaliation for terrorist acts or has
called for an end to the "cycle of violence” by all
sides. It has also frequently noted in the recent past
that it understood the reasons for Israel's actions.

Many here believe Israel is carrying out the type
of strikes against those believed responsible for terror-|
ism in Lebanon that the U,S. would like to do but
feels it cannot as a superpower and as the chief mediad
tor for peace in the region.

HADDAD RETURNED HOME AFTER
TREATMENT AT RAMBAM HOSPITAL
By Hugh Orgel

TEL AVIV, Jan. 5 (JTA) = Maij, Saod Hoddad,
commander of the Christian militia in south Lebanon
and Israel's long=time ally, was flown by helicopter
1o his home village of Marjayoun today after several
days of treatment at the Rambam Hospital in Haifa,

Haddad was admitted to the hospital on December
30 suffering from what his doctors described as "ex=
haustion." That was the condition officially announced]
on the frequent occasions in recent months when Had=
dad was hospitalized. According to widespreod media
reports he is terminally ill with cancer. But no medical
authority has confirmed this.

His family was at his bedside throughout his latest
confinement at Rambam Hospital. His only other visi=
tors were a restricted number of Israeli political and mif-
itary leaders who have had close contact with him in
recent yecrs, They represent both the present Likud goy-
ernment and its predecessor Labor-led govemment.

Haddad had long been branded a deserter and
renegade by the Lebanese government, When he assistefl
Israeli forces in the pation of south Leb in the
1978 Litani campaign, he was stripped of his rank in
the Lebanese army. But yesterday, a special court in
Beirut officially restored his rank and all honors and
seniority as a military officer,
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NRP AND AGUDA ISRAEL IN CONFLICT

"OVER COMPOSITION OF COMMITTEE WHICH

APPOINTS RELIGIOUS COURT JUD GES

JERUSALEM, Jan, 5 (JTA)-- The National Re=
ligious Party and the Aguda lsrel are at loggerheads
over the ition of the ittee which appoint
daymim—-mﬁgiaus court judges, The committee re=
serves two seats for Knesset members and Aguda lsrael
demands that one of them be filled byits MK,
Menachem Porush,

The NRP is opposed on grounds that the Aguda
tends to support the appointment of dayanim from
non-Zionist yeshivas who have never done military
service. Yehuda Ben-Meir, chairman of the NRP's
Knesset faction, raised that point in a private conver-
sation with Premier Yitzhak Shamir,

Ben=Meir and Porush got info a shouting match
over the issue at a meeting of the coalition executive.
Porush accused the NRP leader of "destroying your
own party” and wamed that if the Aguda was denied
a seat on the appointments committee it would "hurt
the coalition™ by absenting itself from the Knesset
when key votes are taken,

Ben-Meir Faces A New Crisis

Ben-Meir, who has just resigned as Deputy For=
eign Minister in order to devote more time fo rehab-
ilitating his badly divided party, faces a new crisis
within the NRP. He has been confronted with a move
to appoint two new secretaries-general, neither of
whom represents his own “young guard" faction.

One of the nominees is Yosske Shapira, a
member of the ultra=rightwing group that broke from
the NRP to form the Matzad party headed by Rabbi
Haim Druckman, The other is Avraham Stem, a moder-
ate from the Kibbutz Hadati (religious kibbutz move-
ment) wing of the party. Supporters of bath nominees
contend that their appointment would effect a balance
which would restore a modicum of unity to the party.

But this would leave Ben~Meir and his colleague,
Education Minister Zevulun Hammer of the "young
guard", very much on the sidelines and both are
vigorously opposed to the move.

CARLOS BELIEVED TO BE RESPONSIBLE
FOR NEW YEAR'S EVE BOMBING IN FRANCE
By:Edwin Eytan

PARIS, Jan, 5 (JTA) == French authorities be-
lieve that the international terrorist known as Carlos
may have been responsible for the bombing last
Saturday night of the Marseilles railway station
and @ passenger train in the south of France, inwhich
four people were killed and 54 injured, and the
French Cultural Center in Tripoli in north Lebanon.,

The link emerged because Carlos is known to
have led the "Arab Armed Organization”, a terrorist
group which claimed credit for the bombings, The
man who calls himself Carlos tops the wanted list of
assassins in France where he carried out or master—
minded a series of terrorist outrages and murders be-
tween 1975-1982. He has been identified with Arab
terrorists,

A mysterious figure who barely eluded capture on
several occasions, Carlos is believed to be Ilyitch
Ramirez Sanchez, born 34 years ago in Venezuela
T_rf said to be living in recent years in Syria and

ibya.
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33 ARGENTINE PRISONERS WHOSE NAMES
APPEAR ON LIST COMPILED BY THE ADL
FREED BY NEW ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT

- NEW YORK, Jan. 5 (JTA) == Thirty—three Argen-
tine prisoners, w names appedr on a list compil-
. ed by the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith,
- have been given their freedom by the new Buenos
Aires government, the ADL announced today.
According to Abraham Foxman, ADL's associate

national directorard head of the League's Intemationt

al Affairs Division, news of release of six of the 33
was transmitted to ADL by the Argentine government
through its embassy in Washington. He added that
the League learned of the freeing of the remaining
27 through unofficial sources.

The freeing of the 27 came about when the govem}

ment's power of executive detention was terminated
with lifting of the official state of siege on the eve
of the October 30 election,

Those released, Foxman said, were among the
hundreds of imprisoned individuals on whose behalf
the ADL has worked through its Argentine Prisoner
Project. In addition, the ADL is also actively involv
ed in seeking information in at least 900 cases — out|
of many thousands -~ of "desaparecidos” {disappear-

Rabbi Morton Rosenthal, director of ADL's Latin
American Affairs Department,said , in an article pre-
pared for the Januery edition of the ADL Bulletin,
that the steps taken in Argentina in behalf of human
rights have generated a climate of optimism in the
Argentine Jewish community,

The article, titled, "A Hopeful Era for Argentine
Jewry," said "those who have watched with conster-
nation as Argentine society suffered progressive de-
ferioration under military rule will surely wish fo sup
port the new democratic government of Argentina
in its efforts tousher in a refreshing era of democracy
and freedom, "

BRONFMAN CONFERS WITH DOBRYNIN,
U,5. OFFICIALS ON EAST-WEST
RELATIONS AND MIDEAST DEVELOPMENTS

NEW YORK, Jan. 5 (JTA) — Edgar Bronfman,
president of the World Jewish Congress, met privately
with Soviet Ambassador Anatoly Dobrynin at the
Soviet Embassy in Washington yesterday and had
meetings later with Secretary of State éenrgs Shultz
at the State Department and National Security
Adviser Robert McFarlane at the White House,

No details of these meetings were disclosed. A
WJC spokesman confirmed, however, that East=West
relations and the latest Middle East developments
were discussed and suggested that positive move=
ment on Soviet-American relations may be near,

"The WJC has made clear, during these as well as

our other discussions, that we expect an improvemen
in East=West relations =~ which is objectively de=~
sireable == should also have a beneficial impact on
the Soviet Jewry question, " the spokesman said, He
stressed however that there should be no expectation
that a dramatic breakthrough is imminent.

Brenfman and a small delegation of Jewish lead=
ers were briefed by McFarlane during their 30~
minute meeting at the White House, on current and
future policies of the Reagan Administration in
Lebanon, general Middle East issues and the state of
Soviet~American relations, The WJC spokesman
said McFarlane was “extraordinarily forthcomihg" in
his remarks. He said a detailed internal report on
the meeting would be sent shortly fo the entire lead~
ership of the WJC~American Section,

e
The Jewish leaders who accompanied Bronfman to

the White House were Israel Singer, executive dir-

ector of the WJC; Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg, vice presi="
dent; Rabbi Arthur Schneier, chairman of the Ameri-
can Section; Elan Steinberg, director of the American
Section; and Rabbi Alexander Schindler, chairman

of its East-West Commission.

SPECIAL TO THE JTA
91-YEAR-OLD ATHLETE STILL IN THE RUN
By Haskell Cohen

MEW YORK, Jan, 5 (JTA) == Abel Kiviat, who
won the Silver Medal in the I912 U,S,Olympics
when be finished second in the |,500-meter race in
Stockholm and who was recently elected to the Inter-
national Jewish Sports Hall of Fame, will once again
share in some Olympic glory,

Kiviat, 91, who will soon be honored by the New
York Runners Club, will be one of many torch bearers
who will carry the traditional torch from New York
City to Los Angeles prior to the start of the 1984 Olym-
pic Games in July,

The spry, chipper Kiviat, who constantly chomps on
a cigar, will be among the torch runners to take part in
the relay that will see the Olympic Torch pass through
all of the 50 States and in all probability will include
as many as 10,000 participants, The relay will be
carrying on the ancient tredition of carrying the torch
from Greece to each Olympic site, which was
re-s'i:rred in2|936. . o

Thus far, 2,000 Americans have si up to car
the three-pound aluminum torch on its I2,0(')PO-mi |ery
relay. The kilometer which Kiviat will run isbeing
sponsored by the New York Runners Club. The relay
will start May 8 in New York and end in the Los Ange=
les Memorial Coliseum July 28,

EXTREMIST JEWISH GROUP CLAIMS
RESPONSIBILITY FOR ATTACKS ON
MOSLEM, CHRISTIAN RELIGIOUS SITES

JERUSALEM, Jan. 5 (JTA)} == An extremist Jewish
group that calls itself "terror against terror" has
claimed responsibility for the latest in a recent wave of
grenade attacks onArab Moslem and Christian religious
sites on the West Bank and in Jerusalem.

Grencdes exploded at the entrances to two mosques
in Hebron last Friday, injuring an Arab worker at one
of them. The attacks were similar to the earlier cnes
which the police are investigating without having made
any arrests. The same group claimed responsibility for
all of them in anonymous telephone calls to the media.

Arab leaders onthe West Bank expressed concem that
if the attacks continue, the Arab populace in the terri-
tory might react violently. Police Inspector General
Arye Ivtzan said the assaults on religious institutions

are very grave. He said the police and other security
branches have given top priority to apprehending the
perpetrators.

The municipal council of Kiryat Arba which over-
looks Hebron, condemned Friday's attacks but suggested
they were the work of "foreign elements" trying to pro-
voke tension between Arabs and Jews.

A grenade exploded Saturday night at the home of
former Mayor Rashad A=Shawa of Gaza without causing
casualties or damage . A-Shawa, who was deposed by
the Israeli authorities for alleged pro-Palestine Libera-
tion Organization sympathies, attributed the attack to
Arcb extremists, He tokd rerﬁers that Arab elements
were unhappy with some .of his recent public statements
they consider too mederate and at variance with Poles-
tinfan nationalist aspirations,
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TWO JEWISH GROUPS URGE SYRIAN
GOVERNMENT TO APPREHEND THOSE
RESPONSIBLE FOR BRUTAL SLAYING OF

A JEWISH MOTHER AND HER TWO CHILDREN

NEW YORK, Jan, 5 (JTA) =~ Two Jewish organ-
izations called on the Syrian government to investi=
gate and to bring to justice those guilty of the murded
of a Jewish mother and her two children in Aleppo
last week,

The Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith said
that to do otherwise "would be to leave lingering
doubts about the Syrian govemment's ability to pro-
tect the country's 4,500 Jews, * Abraham Foxman,
AD L's national associate director and head of the
agency's International Affairs Division, added in a
statement that the Syrian government which has lo
been derelict in according the Jewish community full
civil rights "now bears a special obligation,"

Lillian Abadi, 25, a pregnant mother, her six-
year-old son and her three-and-o=half year ol daughter
were shot and hacked to death in their home in the
Al:otm Jewish quarter, There was no indication that
a ry had been committed, The murders were pre
ceeded by a number of telephone calls to several
members of the Aleppo Jewith community who were
warned that rhei: were next, according to a report
earlier this week by the American Jewish Committee.

he Simon Wiesenthal Center at Yeshiva Universi
ty of Los Angeles expressed shock and outrage over
the brutal murders. Inatelegram sent by Center
officials to Syria's Ambassador in Washington, Rafik
Joujati, they stated that "the American -public and
all decent people everywhere will be watching to
see if the same Syrian authorities who spoke so glow=
ingly of their country's 'humanitarian and compassionf
ate'" gesture in releasing U.S. Navy pilot Lt,
Robert Goodman on Tuesday "will not turn their
backs on the perpetrators of the repugnant crime, and
if Syria will tuke measures to reassure the physical
safety of its Jewish minority,"

Foxman, inhis statement, noted that Syrian Jews
are forbidden to emigrate and are under constant
surveillance by the Syrian secret police. He called
on President Hafez Assad "to allow those Syrian Jews
who wish fo leave the country to do so in accordance
with the United Nations Universal Declaration on
Human Rights of which Syria is a signatory, "

CONGRESSMAN ENDORSES THE RIGHTS
OF ISRAEL TO JUDAEA AND SAMARIA

NEW YORK, Jan, 5 (JTA) == Rep. Mark Siljand=
er of Michigan, a conservative Republican and a strorg
supporter of the Reagan Administration domestic and
foreign policies, last night expressed reservations ove
President Reagan's September, 1982 Middle East plan
and endorsed the rights of Israel to Judaea and Samar4
ia.

Sill‘qnder, who was recently on a fact-finding
tour of Lebanon, told 300 people attending the Herut
Forum at the Roosevelt Hotel that'the Reagan Admin=
istration had sought his support for the President's
plan. "I am a strong supporter of President Reagan,
but | could not endorse that plan, ™ he said, "If there
is anything as certain as the dawn,as permanent as
forever, it is the Jewish bond to the Land of Israel."
He pointed out that "history shows that yielding land
never brings peace, "

The lawmaker, who serves onthe subcommittee on
Europe ond the Middle East of the House Foreign Af-
fairs Committee, reminded the audience that the

Palestine Liberation Organization was founded in 1964,

when Judaea and Samaria were still under Jordanian
occupation, "If the PLO's goal is simply to get

Judaea and Samaria, why didn't they attack Jordan? .
What did they want from Israel?" he asked. "The

PLO is not interested in making peace in exchange
for Judaea and Samaria; it wants Israel's destruction, "

Says Bible Validates Claim

Siljander, a deeply religious Covenantal Chris~
tian, cited the Bible as "an historical reference
thousands of years old, validating the covenant God
made with the Jewish people to possess the land. We
Christians believe that the covenant is ours, too
and we are obligated to help secure God's fand for
the people He gave it to."

Although noting that his home state has 300,000
Arabs compared with only 70,000 Jews and that his
Congressional district has fewer than 200 Jews, Sil-
jander ar, that "Christians need to financially,
emotionally, and politically support the Shamir govern-
ment of Israel and its settlement policies in Judoea _
and Samaria, If the cause is right, the heat is of no
consequence . " He urged that Jordan assume greater
responsibility in integrating within its border all Pal-
estinian Arabs claiming refugee status,

Reporting on his recent fact=finding tour of Leb~
anon, fioliqnder urged a redeployment of American
marines currently stationed there. He suggested that
they be redeployed from land assignments and that a
beefed=up naval presence be utilized as a deterrent.
Noting that the Lebanese army now has six armed bri=
gades trained by the Americans and will have twe
more ready soon and two additional ones within the

r, Siljander contended that they are now adequate-
y prepared to replace the marines.,

In a question=and—answer session, Siljander said
he would support a bill now in Congress which propos-
es to move America's Embassy in Israel from Tel i
Aviv to Jerusalem,

The monthly Herut Forum is sponsored by the
Herut Zionists of America.

POLL SHOWS MANY ISRAELIS BE LIEVE
WARWITH SYRIA IS LIKELY

TELAVIV, Jan. 5 (JTA) -- A substantial major=
i?r of Israelis believe a war with Syria is likely or
almost certain in the near future, according to the re-
sults of a poll published in Haaretz today.

The poll, commissioned by the newspaper, was
conducted by Pori, the Public Opinion Research
Institute of Israel. It found that 45 percent of a repre=~
sentative sampling of 1,200 Israelis thought there was
“some likelihood" of a war between Syria and Israel,
Another 30 percent believes there is a “high chance"
of a war. Together they comprise 75 percent of the
respondents,

Only 16.7 percent of those polled saw little dan-
ger of war, OF that number, 9,6 percent said there
was "almost no danger" and 7.1 percent replied there
was "no danger at all," The balance of 8,3 percent
had no opinion.

* k%

TEL AVIV (JTA) -~ The residents of Kiryat Shem-
ona, the upper Galilee developement town once a
frequent target of terrorist rockets from Lebanon, had
a rare treat last week, The Israel Philharmonic 6rches-
tra gave its first concert there, under the baton of
violinist Pinhas Zuckerman. The [PO played works
by Bach, Handel, Vivaldi and Beethoven. Zuckerman
said the concert was a "moving and very special ex-
perience "




