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SERIOUS CONCERN EXPRESSED OVER THE
LONG-RANGE CONSEQUENCES OF THE ACTIO
By David Landau

JERUSALEM, Nov, 29 (JTA) =~ Some of Israel's
leading writers, editors and military commentators
are having sober second thoughts over the euphoria
that swept the country last week when six prisoners

Second Thoughts On Exchange Of Prisoners J

Haber suggested, not without irony, that the policy
tumabout began under the Likud government which has
consistently taken a harder line toward terrorism and
the Palestinians than its predecessor Labor regimes.
The "threshold of suffering" of the nation has "danger=
ously declined” over recent years, "The government
and the army must carefully think about what they
have done, " Haber wrote,

Anomaly OF Public Reaction Cited

of war captured by the Palestine Lik Organi-
zation in Lebanon |4 months ago, retumed home -~
in exchange for some 4,500 Palestinians and Lebon-
ese held prisoner by Israel in Lebanon and in Israel.
(See separate story for President Chaim Herzog's
reaction.)

hese observers of the national scene, writing in
major dailies, have expressed serious concern on
two counts: first, the frenzied heroes' welcome given
the retumed POWs was not warranted by the circun=
stances and could have long-range deleterious ef-
fects on the morale and fighting spirit of the llsroel

Other commentators stressed the anomaly of the
public reaction fo the POW exchange. They pointed
out that the capture of the six soldiers was hardly a
glorious or edifying episode, The full details of Kow
they were surrounded by a PLO unit on the front line
in Lebanon in September, 1982 have never been releas-
ed. But one fact is clear == they were not captured
during a fight, No shots were fired.

Retired Brig. Gen. Yaacov Hasdai summed up the
feelings of many ohservers in a newspaper column titled
" Joy=-But Not Honor, " He urged the nation to make a

Defense Force; second, Israel seems to have o
ed its long=standing policy of never surrendering to
terrorist "blackmail."
Victory For PLO Seen

The prisoner exchange, given the vast disparity in|
numbers returned by each side, was clearly a moral
d

careful disti the retum of heroes :and
that of ordinary soldiers who had the misfortune of fall=
ing into enemy hands. 5
Haaretz columnist Natan Dunevitz noted bitterly
that the country paid far less attention to tales of glory
and heroism in battle for which the highest orders of
bravery were awarded, often posthumously, The amy
bli ts but there is no national frenzy of ex=

and political victory for the pLO. Israel rel
men the PLO wanted released, anong them many
hard~core terrorists, and the long-range meaning of
this acquiescence is yet o be detem ined.

“The practical danage of the repatriation exira~

is that we I the other

side, the PLO or whoever, to raise the ante, the
price to be paid for the release of prisoners” in the
future, according fo veteran joumalist Shalom
Cohen writing in The Jerusalem Post yesterday.

Military correspondent Eitan Haber, writing in
Yediot AcKmnol' Sunday, measured the extent of the
erosion of Israel's no=surrender policy. The govem=
ment's rationale for the POW exchange was that the
lives of the six soldiers were in immediate danger
due to the warfare in northern Lebanon between PLO
dissidents challenging Yasir Arafat's leadership
and Arafat loyalists who were holding the Israelis
prisoner,

Recalls Past No-Surrender Policy

Haber pointed out that lives have been sacrificed
time ond again in the past fo uphold the rinciple of
cgen In fhe st 1 uplold the pr

of children in Maalot when Israeli troops charged
the schoolhouse where they were being held hostage
by PLO gunmen rather than accede to terrorist de=
mands; nge similar incident when terrorists seized
the Savoy Hotel in Tel Aviv; and the 1972 massacre
of the Israeli Olympics team in Munich,

p
citement as there was when these six young men .,

came home, he wrote,

"Champagne was poured on their heads as though they
were some winning basketball team, " Dunevitz contin=
ved. He recalled the far more modest celebrations

that greeted the retum of Yom Kippur War POWs. He
disclosed that the late former Chief of Staff, Gen.

Haim Laskov, had bitterly criticized even those cele=
brations as danaging to the very fibre of the amy's
courage.

Laskov said at the fime, according to Dunevitz:
uSoldiers who lost their limbs because they fought back
harder than these prisoners were not accorded such a
welcome ... Can you imagine what warping effect this
can have on youngsters who might have fo stand and
fight sometime in the future." ‘

Media Charged For Whipping Up Frenzy

Inevitably, critics seek scapegoats and the Israeli
media, particularly radio and television, have become
the target of charges that it whipped uppge popular

KR parey 1 d L

d on the six Ws, Shalom
Cohen's piece in The Jerusalem Post, headlined "Sorry
S le”, d d "the wild celebration whicl

was semi-organized and which verged on infantilisn."
According to Cohen, "the effectson the natignal
psyche, the exaggeration, synthetic self-gratification
and the make-believe seen in the celebration did
incalculoble ham, The double-think of tuming an
idabll der to blackmail into a victory to be

In 1976, srael carried out the long dist raid
to rescue hostages held by terrorists at Entebbe air-
rt in Uganda, despite the a preciable risk to the
ives of the hostages and members of the rescue feam,
zneI :‘F the leaders of which, Yoni Netanyahu, was
illed,

celebrated leads to dishonest obscurantisn, A habitual
refusal to face hard facts is not an asset for this beleag=
ured island. We descend fo a level of a TV serial like
'Dallas', that of canned myth."
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"Ynfortunately, " wrote Cohen, "an accusing
finger must be pointed at the media which unleash-
ed their professional efficiency as im pressarios of
pathos ... the original culpit was the Broadcasting
Authority ...

Haaretz faulted the media, especially Kol lsrael
Radio, for setting the tone, The State-owned radio
decided last Thursday to cancel ifs regular programs
for day-long coverage of the POW retum. osef
Lapid, director general of the Broadcasting Authorityf
rejected the criticin, Radio and television merely
covered the events, they did not create or magnify
them, he said.

HERZOG, EITAN ASSAIL HEROES'
WELCOME FOR SIX ISRAELI POWs
By David Landau

JERUSALEM, Nov. 29 (JTA) ==~ President Chaim
Herzog said roc!ay that he "absolutely agreed"
with former Chief of Staff Gen. Rafael Eitan who
severe!!' criticized the heroes' welcome which
greeted the retumn last Thursday of six Israeli prison=

ers of war held by the Palestine Liberation Organizat

ization of Jews from Arab Countries (WO JAC),
which opened yesterday, Goldberg said that a defin-
itive report, compiled by leading Jewish and non=
Jewish {urists, was essential if appropriate redress
were ever to Fe made for the dispossession of the
former Jewish populations of the Arab world,
Goldberg, a former Ambassador fo the United
Nations, urged the conference to speak up for the
6,000 Jews of Syria and the 60,000 Jews in Iran,
, who he said were in "virtual house arrest. g
He added "for oo long your voice has been silent."

Conference organizers said that about 800,000
Jews lost their homes in Arab countries, rougﬁly the
same number as the Arabs displaced as a result of the
Arab-Isrceli conflict. "In both cases those who were
uprooted and their descendants number about two
million today," a WOJAC spokesnan said.

Another Conference Aim
While the conference is attempting fo bring into
focus the Jewish exodus from Arab counfries, compar=

able to the Arab flight from Palestine, another aim,
Jing to conf izers, is "to let by=

tion in exchange for some 4,600 Pall and
Lebanese prisoners released by Israel,
_ Eitan, who was Chief of Staff during the war in
Lebanon, fold the Tiberias Rotary Club yesterday
that the six POWs "fell into captivity in a discrace=

ones be by-gones, and to work for a resolution of the
sufferings of both parties fo the Arab Israeli conflict
and to promote peace in the Middle East,"

The WOJAC called for recognition of the shared

sufferings of these peoples in order fo encourage peace
h di

ful way." He did not rule out court martialing them
if the amy's i igation of the ci e of
their capture in September, 1982, found such action
was called for,

Herzog,talking to reror('ers here{ said the

_POWs had surrendered "shamefully”. He siressed
that the Israel Defense Force had, early on, estab-
lished "basic criteria” of soldierly conduct, "God
forbid that'we should fall below those standards, "
he wamed.:

Herzog, a fomer general in the Israeli amy and
chief of military intelligence, was an officer in the
British amy during World War Il He became one
of Israel's leading military affairs commentators and
served as its Ambassador fo the United Nations prior
to his election to the Presidency early this year,

The IDF's standards were set by Palmach during
the War of Independence in 1948, Herzog said.
“These standards have brought us safely to where we
are today, We must not acquiesce in any reduction
of them." Later, Herzog's spokesnan, Ami Gluska,
told reporters the President was not recommending
court martials for the six retumed prisoners. That is
for the military to detemine, he said.

Eitan, for his part, implicitly supported the govery
ment's decision to exchange the Palestinian-and

Lebanese prisoners for six Israelis when he recalled

that in the past, too, Israel had agreed to numeric-
 ally lopsided deals, He said the country was right to

; re.ilodic'? over the retum of the sixmen "but not fo go

- wild,

. PROPOSE WORLD JURIDICAL COMMISSION

| TO CATALOGUE LOSES BY FORMER
JEWISH RESIDENTS OF ARAB COUNTRIES

' By Maurice Samuelson

LONDON, Nov. 29 (JTA) == Fomer United
States Supreme Court Justice Arthur Goldberg called
here for the creation of an intemational juridical
commission fo catalogue the losses suffered by form=
er Jewish inhabitants of Arab countries.

Delivering the keynote address at the three-day
second international conference of the World Organ-

an “and fo open the road to a Middle
East settlement based on mutual recognition. "

The primary force behind fhe conference is Morde=
chai Ben Porat, a Minister Withaut Portfolio in the
Israeli Cabinet, who recently launched a proj sal for
rehabilitating Palestinian refugees currenfry iving
in camps in the West Bank. Ben Porat, originally from
Iraq, intends to make this idea a theme of the confer-
ence,

Goldberg, in his address yesterday, recalled his
role in drafting United Nations Security Council
Resolution 242, and said that its call for a just salution
of the refugee problems was deliberately phrased in such
a way as fo take account of the mass Jewish exodus from
Arab lands as well as the Arab flight from Palestine,
Resfitution for Arab Jewry was also explicitly provided
for in the Canp David accords, he said.

BLUM CHARGES THAT THE PLIGHT OF
SOVIET JEWS IS GETTING WORSE
By Yitzhak Rabi

UNITED NATIONS, Nov. 29 (JTA) == Israel charg-

ed today that the plight of Soviet Jews has worsened

~in the last year and accused the Soviet Union of closing
its gates to Jewish emigration and conducting an anti=
Semitic campaign against its Jewish citizens.

Addressing the Social, Humanitarian and Cultural
Committee (The Third Committee), Ambassador Yehuda
Blum of Israel charged that inthe last year the Soviet
authorities "have shown themselves even more callous
in their attitude toward the Jews in their midst, more
brazen in their flagrant disregard of international
legal noms, and more contemptuous of their intemat=
ional obligatiens as well as of the opinion of the civil-
ized world,"

Blum said that while in 1982 the Soviet allowed 2,700
Jews to emigrate, in "the current year, asof 30
September 1982, fewer than 1,100 have been granted
pemission fo leave,"

N He charged that the halting of Jewish emigration
has by no means meant a relaxation of the pressures
upon Soviet Jews, " He said that the Jews in the Soviet
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Union are discriminated against and are denied
their religious and cultural rights, including their
right to study Hebrew and to have Hebrew text book
or publications on Jewish history.

Ug’ jes End To Anti-Semitic Incitement

Continuing, Blum said that Soviet Jews are sub=
ject to "the increasing volume and ferocity of the
anti=Semitic incit t in the g
led media, masquarading as anti=Zionism, which haj
recently introduced an ominous new element into
the plight of Soviet Jewry,"

he Israeli envoy declared: "In the name of dec-|
ency and common sense, we call upon the Soviet
govemment to put an end to this ominous campaign
of anti-Semitic incitement, We call upon the Sov=
iet authorities fo confom their policies and prac-
tices regarding Soviet Jews fo tﬁ: international
obligations of the Soviet Union as well as fo Soviet
law and, in particular, fo end their discrimination
against the Jewish minority,"

The Jews Of Syria And Yemen

Tuming to another issue, the plight of the rem=
nant Jewish communities in Syria and Yemen,
Blum called on the governments of those countries
to allow their Jewish citizensb emigrate. He
said that Syria "as a rule" denies Syrian Jews
the right fo emigrate, Those few who are granted
exit pemits, Blum charged, are forced fo deposit
some $5,000 and leave their families behind in Syri
as a guarantee of their retum,

"We call upon the govemment of Syria to ful-
fill its commitments under the Helsinki Accord by
honoring the fundamental human rights of the Jew=
ish community there and by pemnitting unrestricted
emigration for those who wish to leave, " Blun
stated,

He charged that the human rights of the members|
of the tiny Jewish community in Yemen are "grave-~
ly violated," "They have been forbidden any postal
communications with relatives and Jewish commun~
ities outside Yemen, " Blun said, adding:

"They are not pemitted to leave Yemen, wheth-]
er temporarily or pemanently, Moreover, the
authorities have g\ied entry visas fo Jews of other
countries who wish fo visit relatives in Yemen,"
Blum also said that the Jewish community in Yemen
must be allowed to receive religious articles
from abroad,

REAGAN ANNOUNCES THAT. U,S,~ISRAELI
GROUP WILL WORK FOR CLOSER COOPERATION
By David Friednan

WASHINGTON, Nov, 29 (JTA) -~ President
Reagan and Israeli Premier Yitzhak Shamir ended
two days of talks in the White House today with
Reagan announcing U.S, agreement for several
steps sought by Israel, including the creation of
joint U.S.~lsraeli political-military group which
would work toward closer cooperation between the
two countries.

An Israeli reporter noted that Shamir and Defensel
Minister Moshe Arens would as a result of the visit
be having a happy Chanukah when they leave
Washington fomorrow on the eve of the eight-day
celebration, "I wish to once again thank H ]
President and the Feople of the United States for theif
support of Israel, " Shamir said after today's two=
hour meeting at the White House.

"We reconfim the long=standing bonds of
friendship and cooperation between our two coun-
tries and express our detemination to strengthen
and develop them in the cause of our mutual inter-
est," Reagan said.

The President, who called Israel a "close friend
and ally, " announced the steps to be taken, includ-
ing the joint political military group which Shamir
said would have its first meeting in January. The
meeting will be in Washington and then will alter-
nate with Jerusalem on a semi-annual basis.

Reagan said the committee would discuss such things
as combined planning, joint exercises and the stock-
piling of U,S, military equipment in Israel, A sen~
ior Adnministration official said later that this list
was "illustrative but not exclusive," "t

Reagan stressed that the "priority attention" by
the committee would be given "to the threat fo‘our
mutual security by increased Soviet involvement in
the Middle East, " He also spoke of the "common
concem with the Soviet presence and ams
buildup in Syria,"

A senior Administration official who briefed-re=
porters later stressed that there were no plans for a
joini Israel=U.S. attack on Syria and that the
joint committee couldnot be seen as a threat to any
Arab country. S

Reagan also said the U.S, will provide more
economic and military aid to Israel, Shamir said he
hoped the U,S. would take into account "the great
sacrifices made by lsrael" in the peace process by
abandoning its oil wells in Sinai and by having to
build new military installationsto replace the ones
left in the Sinai. v

The senior official said that no agreement has
been made on the aid figure although the U.S, does
want o increase the percentage of the aid given as
a grant rather than as a loan, This was still being dis-
cussed by Israel and the U.S. af the State Department
this afternoon, 3

Another agreement announced by Reagan was to
allow the Israelis to use the $350 million Congress
voted in military aid funds for developing its Layie jet
fighter plane in the U.S. and $250 million for deve‘-
opment in Israel, Israel will also be allowed to spend
$200 million of foreign military aid funds in Israel for
its Sinai redeployment projects. It is usuallL' required
that foreign military aid funds be spent in the U.S.
Reagan said that Israel will also be allowed to bid on
projects to supply the U.S, military forces,

Reagan said that Israel and the U.S, will also
discuss setting up a free frade zone, The Administra=
tion official explained that this would be similar to
the one Israel will have with the European Economic
Community in 1989 and will allow Israeli products
to be sold in the U,S, and U.S, products to be sold
in Israel duty free, -

One decision not announced by Reagan but reveal~
ed by the senior official was that the U.S.wil

. resume delivery of cluster bomb artillery shells to

Israel once an agreement is reached that contains
both a definition and guarantee against violation

of their use. The deliveries were suspended in July,
1982, a month after Israel invaded Lebanon,

On Lebanon, Reagan said "We affimed our com=
monly held goaL of a soverign, independent Leb~
anon free of all foreign forces and of security for
Israel's northem borders. " He said that "we agree
that every effort must be made fo expeditethe
May 17 Israeli=Lebanese agreement.
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BEHIND THE HEADLINES
THE EWISH ROOTS IN CHINA
By Rochelle Saidel

(Part Two OF A Three Part Series)

KAIFENG, China, Nov. 29 (JTA) == Three des-
cendants of Chinese Jews met here with the 32 par-
ticipants in an American Jewish Congress tour of the|
People's Republic of China, Zhao Pingyu, 60,

Shi Zhongyu, 48, and Shi Yulian, 60, ofl members
of the original seven Jewish clans who settled in
Kaifeng béfore the 12th century, answered questions
about the now officially extinct community of their
ancestors." *

Describied by the govemment tourist guide as
"descendants of Chinese Jews, " the three men are
govemment bureaucrats who said they have played
this scene many Himes, Zhao said he had met with
Jewish visitors "scores of times" for some 42 years.

Although none practices Judaisn (nor any other
religion), they all said they consider themselves
“Chinese Jews. " They and their children st
state on official foms that their "nationality" is
Jewish, Their families, however, have not been
practicing Jews for three or four generations.
Remnants Of Some Customs

Ritual circumcisions are no longer perfomed,
but there are still remnants of some customs, Zhoo
said. Acting as spokesperson most of the time (with
translation by the AJCongress tour guide), Zhao
cited as current vestiges of Judaisn the use of a fom
of matzoh during Passover and the avoidance of the
raising of pigs.

he government neither encourages nor prevents
the practice of religion. In China, there are 54
nationalities, most with their own religion. The pop-
ulation includes 2.3 percent Buddhist and- 1.3 per=
cent is "other." Members of the Communist Party ==
5.6 percent of the population =~ cannot be members
of a religious group.)

Zhao explained that the 1850's Yellow River
flood marked the end of the fomal Jewish commun=
ity in Kaifeng, With the synagogue leveled by the
flood, ceremonial objects lost, the last rabbi dead,
impoverishment replacing fomer affluence, and no
one with knowledge of Hebrew, the community dis-
integrated:

Today, Communism has taken the place of relig-
ion, he said, But Judaism supposedlr faded here al-
mos: 100 years before China's 1949 “liberation" by
the Communists,

Remembering a Jewish Past

When he was eight years old, there was amezzuz

ah on the doorpost of his family's home, Zhao remem

bers, While the mezzuzah is no longer there, the
family has lived in the same house for generations
passing on their Jewish history with continuity. Zhao
said that the Jews of Kaifeng can trace their lineagq
as far back as the Sung Dynasty (960=1126 C.E.).
Upon their arrival in Ching, the Zhao em peror
gave them seven Chinese names, including his own:
Zhao, Gao; Ai, Li, Shi, Jin and. Zhang, These
sumanes and noses more prominent than the flat-
bridged ones of most other Chinese are said to
the clues leading to descendants of Jews in Kaifeng

foday., 4
Asked whether he felt any special kinship with

the AJCongress group because they are Jewish, Zhao|

it
@
]

saids"Of course, we have a special wam feeling

for the Jews of the world." He said that he and

the others knew about the Torah, and about the his-
tory of the ancient homeland of the Jewish people.
Zhao said his family home was near the site of

the synagogue, which the AJCongress group had
visited earlier, They had also visited the main street
of the fomer community, around the comer from the
synagogue site. The street was fomerly called "The
Lane of Plucked Out Sinew, " referring to the devein=
ing of some cuts of meat to render them kosher, Today
a new name still links the street with its Jewish pasts
"Teaching Scripture Lane, "

The 24-hour visit to Kaifeng was, for this corres-
pondent, the most fascinating and the most frustrat= -
ing part of AJCongress's 18~day tour fo China, Follow=-
ing a set itinerary that limited the visit in Kaifeng to
24 hours made it impossible to pursue in depth the ques-
tion of Kaifeng Jews. Wandering alone in China is
not easy under the best of circumstances, and inability
to converse in Chinese adds to the difficulties,

Questions, But No Answers

But these difficulties only spurred a greater effort
to find answers to questions: are there any Chinese
Jews left in Kaifeng who are privately practicing at
least some aspects of Judaisn much more vigorously
than the three men with whom we s;oka? Are there
any Chinese "Marranos" in Kaifeng

| was haunted by the feeling that there might be
descendants of Chinese Jews who were ‘more Jewish"
than the three who seemed to be trotted out for every
visiting group. | wanted fo seek out others, and talk
to them without the presence of govemment tourist
guides or officials, | wanted fo visit the homes of
these Chinese Jews, to see if their private practice de=
viated from what the three "official" government~

lected repi ives of the ity had said.

During a free hour before our scheduled departure,
| took to the streets to soak in the flavor of the city.
Without realizing it, | began examining the facial
features of passersby, looking for potential Jews. At
one point, an old bearded man wearing a Chinese skull=
cuplmde down the street in a wagon pulled by a fri=
cycle.
His driver stopped for a red light, and the oldman
and | looked at each other for what seemed a long time,
Perhugs the romance of the story of the Kaifeng Jews
had affected me, but | was inced | had di: d
an authentic Kaifeng Jew, When the traffic light
tumed green, my anonymous "Jew" disappeared; | shall
never know whether my intuition was accurate.

(Tomorrows Part i'hree)
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TEL AVIV (JTA) =~ An Israel Defense Force patrol
near the fown of Jezzine in south Lebanon Tuesday
freed a group of seven Palestinians who had been
seized by Christion Phalangist forces, The seven,
who had been freed last week from the Ansar prison
camp as part of the general prisoner exchange for six
Israeli POWs, were trying to cross the Awali River
over a bridge near the town, on their way home to
villages in the Shouf ins. The Ph ists d
ed the seven Palestinians, claiming they were terror=
ists. The IDF patrol intervened and freed the seven,
m then crossed the bridge and continued on to their

es,
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