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ISRAEL VIEWS JORDAN'S DECISION
AS A STUNNING BLOW TO REAGAN
By David Landau

JERUSALEM, April'Il (JTA) == There was no
official reaction 1\ere today to Jordan's announce=
ment that it has dropped its efforts to negotiate with|
Israel on behalf of the Palestinians because of its
failure fo obtain approval from the Palestine Liber-
ation Organization.

But there was barely concealed relief in govem
ment circles which viewed the Jordanian decision a
a stunning blow fo President Reagan's September |
peace initiative which called for a self-goveming

- Palestinian "entity" in iation with Jordan and
urged a freeze of Israel's settlement activity on the
West Bank,

According fo those circles, the Reagan plan ha:
lapsed =~ if it has not collapsed altogether —-
and there were confident predictions that the severe
ly strained relations between Washington and Jerus=|
alem will improve because the U.S., having failed
to persuade Jordan fo enter negotiations, will now
ease up its pressure on Israel,

(President Reagan blamed "some radical elemen]
of the PLO" yesterday for the Jordanian demarche
but said he was still “very hopeful" that King Husseij
somehow will join the peace talks on behalf of mod
erate Palestinians. Nevertheless, he acknowledged
that the Jordani was "an impedi
in our search for peace. " See.separate sfory.)

'We Told You So' Attitude

There were hints of a "we told you so" attitude
toward Washington in the private reactions of some
top _Isaeli policy-makers, The Prime Ministe
fice let it be known this moming that Premier
Menachem Begin was "not surprised” by the Jor-
danian position because he had never put much
stock in the talks befween King Hussein and PLO
chief Yasir Arafat,

Begin was quoted as telling the visiting Mayor
of Brussels that Israel was under no illusions or de~
lusions about the PLO’s ultimate stand, He was also
reported fo have said that the U,S, was taken by
surprise by the Jordanian decision,

Only hours before the announcement from

Amman yesterday, fop Israeli officials were reacting

furiously to the Reagan Administration's promise to
Hussein that it would prevail on Israel to freeze its
settlement building in the occupied territories,
Commenting foday on the lafest developments, Jus~
tice Minister Moshe Nissim said that from the out=
set, Israel regarded Reagan's peace initiative asille
ceived and ill timed,

He said it had "planted hopes" in Arab minds
that Israel could be brought to "give up virtually
the whole of Juddea and Samaria" and "these hopes
were futile,"

Communications Minister Mordechai Zipori
said Hussein's decision showed once again that he
did not deserve the reputation of a "wise monarch"
bestowed on him by the media here and abroad,

Government sources said they expect relations

s

h

with the U,S. to take an upturn once negotiations

made for the withdrawal of all foreign forces
from the country, According to those sources, an
agreement is near,

The Israeli, Lebanese and U, S, delegations
met in Netanya foday to continuve their talks, Is=
raeli sources said much remained fo be done but
stressed the determination of all parties to hammer
out an agreement, Meanwhile, U.S. special
envoy Philip Habib returned foday to Jerusalem
from Washington and is scheduled to meet with Is=
raeli officials this week in another effort to bridge
the gap in the negofiations between Israel and
Lebanon,

WEST BANK ARABS IN SOMBER MOOD
FOLLOWING BREAK IN JORDAN-PLO
TALKS AND DEATH OF SARTAWI

By Gil Sedan

JERUSALEM, April Il (JTA) == Arabs on the
West Bank and in East Jerusalem reacted somberly
today to Jordan's that it is aband
ing its efforts to gain Palestine Liberation Organiza~
tion approval fo negotiate with Israel on behalf of
the Palestinians,

News of the assassination of PLO moderate Dr.
Issam Sartawi in Portugal, only hours before the de-

laration from Amman y day, added sorrow o the
general feeling that Palestinian political fortunes
have reached a nadir, Sartawi, an advocate of
mutual recognition between Israel and the PLO, ap~
parently commanded a large following among Pales—
tinian Arabs, judging from the widespread grief over
his death, ;

That event, and Jordan's decision to let the PLO
and the Palesfinians "go it alone" confributed fo the
feeling of despair among Arabs in the occupied ter~
ritories who had pinned their hopes on King Hussein
in recent months for a political settlement that would
satisfy at least some of their aspirations,

They had felt that if Jordan joined the peace
talks with the blessings of the PLO, some sort of
compromise agreement could have Been reached de-
spite Israel's unequivocal statements that it would
accept no deviation from the Camp David accords,

Collapse OF Arab Peace Initiative

The intensive consultations between Hussein and
PLO chief Yasir Arafat culminated in an agreement
in principle several months ago which Palestinian
circles saw as the beginning of an Arab peace ini~
tiative that would put Israe?i policy on the defensive.

The Arab summit confe in Fez last Septemk
which rejected President Reagan's peace initiative

M~ "in its present form" was the first indication that

there was a wide gap between the PLO's concept of
an independent Palestinian state and the Jordanian
position, based on the Reagan plan, which envision—
eda self—goveming Palestinian "entity" in associa=
tion with Jordan.

Those differing pts p d an
between Arafat and Hussein, The PLO leader report—
edly had insisted on amending the Reagan plan fo
bring it closer to the Fez summit resolutions which
implied recognition of Israel, but only vaguely, This
was unacceptable to Hussein, Arafat's departure from

with Lebanon are completed and arrangements are i Amman a week ago for Kuwait and later for radical
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South Yemen and statements by other PLO offi-
cials that the Reagan plan was unacceptable, cul-|
minated in the Jordanian Cabinet's statement
yesterday,

Nevertheless, some Palestinians remained
hopeful and counseled a "wait~and-see" -attitude.
An East Jerusalem political weekly"suggested toda;
that the Amman statement was a tactical maneuver|
to secure more concessions from the U,S. in the
way of pressure on Israel, But the same periodical
admitted that there was little chance that Hussein
would reverse his stand and conceded that such

hopes were more wishful thinking than cold politicpl

analysis.

The writer explained that the PLO fears that
in any joint political venture with Jordan, Amman
would make gains at the expense of the Palestin=
ians. In any event, he said, Arofat could not
convince the more exireme elements of the PLO
that it was worthwhile fo assign Hussein the role
of negotiator for the Palestinians,

Believe PLO Prefers A Stalement

¢ The PLO, in its present circumstances, is be-
lieved to pre(er stalemate, even if it entals the
loss of the West Bank to Israel, to what some con=
sider political suicide for the organization, Stale-
mate in fact is what prevails at this juncture,

Hussein cannot move foward any kind of

settlement without PLO approval and the PLO can
make no political gains without Hussein, Israel,
for its part, had made it absolutely clear that
it will not talk to Hussein except on the basis of

refused to answer substantive questions on the grounds
that he was still in the process of contacting Arab
leaders over the latest developments,

He conceded, however, that Jordon's announce—
ment that it has ended its efforts to reach agreement
with PLO chief Yasir Arafat was "an impediment in
our search for peace ... peace for the Middle East,
peace for Israel, peace for the Arab nations in that
froubled area. " He declared, "That is our goal,"

Statement By Jordan's Cabinet

The official communique released by the Jordan=
ian Cabinet y day detailed the long negotiati
between King Hussein and Arafat during recent
months and a tentative agreement in principle that
was reached,

It spoke of the latest deliberations of the PLO ex~
ecutive committee which ended with the dispatch of
a delegation to Amman "fo convey fo us new ideas
and to propose a new course of action that differed
from our (earlier) agreement (with Arafaf) and that
did not give us priority to saving the land (the occu=
pied ferritories), thus sending us back to where we
were in October, 1982,"

The communique added: "In the light of this, it be=
came evident that we cannot proceed with the course
of political action which we had planned fogether and
to which we had agreed in principle andin details in
answer to our historic responsibility to take the
opporiunities made available by Arab and international
initiatives and save our land and people, "

Premier Menachem Begin's narrow interp
of Palestinian autonomy.

Ibrahim A=Tawil, the former Mayor of El
Bireh who was deposed by the Israeli authorities
last year, said foday, "I think it is (Jordan's deci|
sion) a wise reaiﬁon because they announced that

Asa | y ling to the e,
and in compliance with the 1974 Arab League summit

lution at Rabat, M , designating the PLO as
the sole legitimate rep ive of the Palestini
people, "we leave it to the PLO and the Palestinian
people to choose the ways and means for the salvation
of themselves and their land, ond for the realization
of their declared aims in the manner they see fit,"

the F is an indep.
They didn't close the door, They left the door
open for negotiations in the future bet

the Jordanians and the Palestinians,*

Mustapha Doudin, head of the Israel-backed
Village Leagues on the West Bank, observed that
the Jordanian statement "is not more than tactics,
until they discuss the whole problem with the
Arab states, particularly Saudi Arabia."

But Anwar Nusseibeh, a former Jordani

The ique stated further that "We in Jordan,
having refused from the beginning to negotiate on be~
half of the Palestinians, will neither act separately nor
in liev of unybodr in the Middle East peace negotia=
tions. Jordan will work as a member of the Arab
League, in compliance with its resolutions to support
the PLO within our capabilities, and in compliance
with the requirements of our national security,.."

Charge By Reagan

Defense Minister who is considered fo be Hussein's
unofficial spokesman on the West Bank, took a
dimmer view, He said he did not expect the Jordan
ian=Palestinian dialogue to be fruitful because "thq
Israelis will remain inflexible, no matter what the
Arabs do."

REAGAN CONTINUES TO HOPE

© WASHINGTON, April Il ‘JTA) - President
Reagan blamed "some radical elements of the
PLO" yesterday for causing Jordan fo announce
that it has abandoned efforts fo negotiate with Is=
rael on behalf of the Palestinians because the PLO
position was incompatible with itsown,

The President said, however, that he remained
“yery hopeful" that the negotiations will eventually
take place, Secretary of State George Shultz
said on CBS=TV's Morning News program today
that "the key point fo remember is that the
President is determined to see this peace process
through, "

Reagan spoke briefly to reporters on the White
House grounds after returning by helicopter from th
Presidential retreat af Camp David last night. He

Reagan, in his remarks yesterday, charged that
the radicals in the PLO "have infroduced changes in
the proposals that have been made and the policy we
have been trying to follow with regard to Middle East
eace, Those changes are unacceptable to King
ussein; they're unacceptable to King Fahd (of Saudi
Arabia); they're unacceptable to me,"

He told reporters "l have been in touch with King
Fahd and King Hussein and.am going to be in touch
with other Arab leaders about this.” He added: "We
feel that the changes that were suggested would im=-
pede the efforts we've been making foward negotiated
peace in the Middle East .44¢ And as | say, we are
all in agreement,"

When a reEorier suggested that the President sound-
ed "hopeful that somehow King Hussein will join the
talks on behalf of moderate Palestinians," Reagan
replied, "Oh, ver{ohopeful because as | say, we're
all in agreement about the other proposals that have
been made .., and | have their assurances that they
want o proceed with what we've been doing, We've
made great progress so far,and King Hussein had made
great progress, "
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- Reagan refused to identify the "radical
elements" he referred to, Asked if he thought it
might be time for the U.S. to consider negotiating
directly with the PLO, he replied, "I can't answer
any questions, "

Shultz, in his television appearance this
moming, said the PLO basically demanded a return g

in Auschwitz, he and others could see the nearby
munitions factories being bombed and prayed the
planes would also hit the camps, but 'ﬁey didn't,

He added that the Soviet Union also has fo be criti=
cized because its troops were even closer to the camps
and they too did nothing,

A Living Memorial To The Holocaust

the concept of a Palestinian state and the pi of
the PLO at the negofiations,neither of which are part]
of the Reagan initiative, "Israel wouldn't sit down
under those circumstances and | don't blame them, "
Shultz said, He said there were no immediate plans
for him to visit the Middle East or to invite any Mid-|
dle East leaders fo Washington at this time,

WIESEL: A NUCLEAR CATASTROPHE CAN
BE AVOIDED IF THE LESSON OF THE
HOLOCAUST IS HEARD AND UNDERSTOOD
By’ David Friedman

WASHINGTON, April 11 (JTA) -- Elie Wies4
el, the writer and chairman of the U,S, Holocaust
Memorial Council, declared today that if the world
avoids "a nuclear catastrophe" it is because it has
“hleiord“ what the survivors of the Holocaust have to
tell it.

But Wiesel, who noted that on April 1l, 19454
he was one of the survivors liberated at Dachau by
the U.S. Army, said that for many years after 1945,
"the survivors were like outcasts" and "our story was
not being heard, "

"The uniquely Jewish event (in which six
million Jews were murdered) has universal applicatior,
Wiesel said in a luncheon address at the National
Press Club, "It is because the world didn't care that
Jews were killed that now other people are being
massacred and the world doesn't care. " He said he
went to Cambodia after he leamed about the massa=
cres there to see the victims af first hand because
"when | needed people nobody came."

Wiesel's remarks were made as some 15,000
survivors and their children arrived in Washington
for the first American Gathering of Jewish Holocaust
Survivors, The four-day gathering, which also com-
memorates the 40th anniversaryof the Warsaw Ghetto
Uprising, officially opens tonight with a ceremony at
the Capifol Centre in Landover, Maryland, whic
will be addressed by President Reagan; Benjamin
Meed, president of the gathering; Wiesel, its honor-
ary chairman; and others.

Earlier today, a "Survivors Village" was
opened at the Washington Convention Center with
the affixing of a mezuzah, Thousands of persons, fron|
elderly survivors to babes in ams, walked through the
Center meeting people they had not seen in years,

Wiesel said the museum which the Holocaust Coun~
cil will build near the Washington Monument, will
a living memorial to the Holocaust, He said it is need-
ed to educate future generations, Vice President
George Bush will officially turn over the keys to the
land at a ceremony at the Capitol Wednesday, Wiesel
stressed that the museum will be built partially with
U.S. funds.

He said the U,S. is the only country outside of
Israel to have a memorial to the victims of the Holo=
caust because the U,S. govemment and people recog~
nize Ilhult "whatever happens to one people, affects all
people,

When asked why the memorial isonly to Jewish
victims, Wiesel replied: "Only the Jewish people
were destined for fotal destruction by their killers." .
He said that only the Jews were singled out "fo die"" .
just for being Jewish, "If we remember the Jewish
victims, we remember the others," he said.

Wiesel noted that he popularized the term "Holo=
caust" to be used for the tragedy that befell the Jewish
ople in World War 11, He said he was now "sorry"

EZ had done so because the word was being "trivial-
ized." He pledged fo see to it that a "memorial/ -
museum that is fo be built in Washington will not be
trivialized or politicized."

PREJUDICE IN BRAZIL
By David Markus

RIO DE JANEIRO, April Il (JTA) == Jews rank
second only to homosexuals on a scale of prejudices
held by Brazilians according to a recent poll conduc
in 40 cities. Prejudice against women was third,

The poll, conducted by Sae Paulo psychologist
Jacobo Pinheiro Goldberg and a staff of 20 aides,
measured prejudicial attitudes in terms of “inferior"
and "superior." It found that 33,7 percent of the

pond idered b Is “inferior", 12,7

rcent thought Jews “inferior” and 7,5 percent be=

ieved women are "inferior," Negroes were considered
"inferior" by 6.3 percent.

The poll found that while 8,4 percent of the responds
ents regard Jews as "superior", 68.4 percent consider
them "equal" and 10.4 percent had no opinion, Gold~
berg reported that a iderable number of respondents
offered unsolicited qualifications to the pollsters,

searching for relatives and friends through a p
system especially set up for the Gathering.

The Greatest Shock For The Survivors

In his press club address, Wiesel noted that
the greatest shock for the survivors after their libera=
tion, . was when they leamed that the world had known
what was happening, He told the reporters presenf
that their predecessors had done their job in reporting
the various atrocities committed during World War 11
but the leaders of the free world had failed fo act.

. Y| -think of this countr{‘ew'i_shlpﬁde, " Wiesel
t

He said a resp who agreed that Jews were
“superior" had added, "but in the bad sense”, and
another, dfter affirming that Jews were "equal, " said
"Yes, but all of them should have been killed."

The poll found that the most educated persons were
the least prejudiced and that women were less preju=
diced than men.

* ok x

RIO DE JANEIRO (JTA) -~ More than 600 persons
attended a Holocaust memorial gathering here where
Leonel Brizola, Governor of Rio de Janeiro State,
declareds "We are reaffirming our decision to defend’

t period the
actions of the U,S. and particularly of that of its
‘President, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, were not mo=
ments worthy of praise. He especiall pmr!l‘ed fo the
episode of f{a St, Louis, the ship filled with Jews
fleeing Germany which was tumed away from the
""" Wiesel criticized the U,S, and British for not
bombing the death camps. He said that when he was

the values the Jews in the ghettos and Nazi death
camps had died for, " The memorial was held in the
Bialik Library, headquarters of the Labor Zionist
movement in Brazil, Other dignitaries attending in-
cluded Jamil Haddad, Mayor of Rio de Janeiro and
Yacov Gotal, the Israeli Consul General,
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SPECIAL TO THE JTA described efforts to prevent "debate from develop-
AFTER 22 YEARS, RIGA WILL ing as it should in a democratic and open society."
pe ty
SOON HAVE IT$ OWN RABBI The rabbinical leader said he lamented Reagan's
By Yitzhak Rabi Eecenv ?Pee‘ch. bef?‘[ehihﬁ h:’aﬁqgal Assa:i(iqéia of
NEW YORK, April Il (JTA) == After 22 years|  Cvongelicals in which the President evoked Chris~
without a sp;‘rih;a'l leader, the illewish G ity ::irichers s symbols "as gef’ﬁ,':f:,z;a against
of Riga in the Soviet Union will ssen have its alist rhél!;ric by th + . .
. A M M y the President is offensive to all
own. .mlib!r" a nJahve oﬁ';’;en:\:v)l';l ho_‘ h.us I_?:;t&e?s Americags who cherish American traditions of plural-
Mo acha . | q ism and democracy.,
30-year-old M hem Nidel who | Goodman said a meeting is scheduled, during the

seven years of studies at the Rabbinical lgeminary i
te Hungarian capital,

He was ordained on March 20 and is scheduled!
to start his se[‘vice in Riga at the beginnir:f,of
June, He is the second Soviet Jew to graduate . s N
from the seminary, since 1974, the year the Soviet which are facing America,
and the Hungarians reached an n bling Hol t Memorial Program
T b ordamed 2 et wes Aol Siyevill o The RA delgatesfined wih the Dollcs Jewis

Y s " mmunity last nigl ring the opening convention
mt:egrkzﬁ‘;wd in 1981 and is now Moscow's Asso sehssicon, ata sz:locov:st memorial program at the Jew=
' H " .. ish Community Center,
leoderoF FarEsnt oo R Sork g | ROPB Merrs Shapifo of Melvlleg N.Y.p @ men=
also president of the Appeal of Conscience Foundaf h_er 9 "f R I Commmee‘nn JEWESh Luw and Standards,
tion, who was invited Ey Hungary's Minister of imself a Holocaust survivor, p.md mb'ure o the non-
Religious Affairs, Imre Miklos, fo take part in the _Jew:l::f"Equpe who, af great risky assisted Jews dur-
ordination ceremony of Rabbi Nidel, the ceremony mgH elol?l ca:».sr'yeu:'s._ th tal that
was attended by Miklos himself and a high=rankind ~ u_ <. FIX’I"‘;CIPW‘ s \n The memorid program tha
official of the Soviet Embassy in Budapest, my syrvival o '{Id not be atfributed to any merits of
" Schneier said he was invited fo the ceremon mine but to the righteousness of five Gentiles who
because he helped negotiate the agreement al= Y| risked their very lives and that of their kin by ll;riding
lowing Soviet Jews to study at the Rabbinical me onhd_ mhy sister from the claws of the Naz:s... He
eminary in 1974, Schneier described Nidel as a sa'd; ' upﬁened in his native city of Goraj in Pol~
very leamed young man who speaks several lang- G"dH eu:leTgf; de'ﬂzzl;ot;ﬁc}t‘l‘paf:’on. ts. six broth 4
uages, including Hebrew, Yiddish, Russion and two other sish ioh d'.s Phre"Hsﬁ Six bro A:rs ol
Latvian. He said Nidel is married and has two 0 ofher sisters perished in the Holocaust, An esti=
mated 1,000 persons packed the center for the event,

convention, beiween the leaders of major Christian
and Jewish denominations in the Dallas area at which
he will invite religious leaders of all faiths to join
in urging a full and open debate on the pressing issues

childrens hile outdoor d at a Hol fal
"One of the gravest problems for Jews in the while outdoors, grouped at a Holocaust memorial on
Soviet Union is the lack of rabbinical leadershig" g;e"cenfer grounds, an estimated 1,500 persons fook

Schneier said in a special interview with the Jew-
ish Telegraphic Agency. "The ordination of Nidel{ ADL OFFICIAL SAYS JEWISH
isy therefore, a major event and contributes fo the] ~PARTICIPATION IN WARSAW UPRISING

fl tlonto hen the sn!"ritual 1 ‘I‘ h',z COMMEMORATION 1S 'REGRETTABLE'
of Soviet Jewry," He said that presently there are . — "
16 students at the Rabbinical Seminary, two of An 'E.\‘_EDVZFZR%EF’ ?ep:glulel c(;fnéA'r)mi Bﬁ;'ﬁff;?:‘a'l‘:;fhe
l|éhemEfmm the Soviet Union and the rest from other| -y v o105y regrettable” that world Jewry has

ast European countries, a d Py . N

. . . greed to participate in the Polish government sponsor~

.\ According fo Schneier, two Soviet students ed commemoratio’:\aof the 40th unnizrsury of fhmur-

will complete their studies in a few years and then| Ghetto Uprising, Jews who do participate should

will go back to serve in Jewish communities in the! ) gée : s
. " H o use the occasion fo denounce "human rights violations
Soviet Union, The average time required fo ob~ ond anti-Semitism in Poland, "

tain a rabbinical degree at the seminary is seven The official, Abraham F " .
i ‘oxman,

years, Schnefer said, director of the 'ADL, who is native of Poland and a sur-

RA LEADER RAPS REAGAN FOR HIS vivor of the Holocaust, noted in a statement issued

ATTACK ON NUCLEAR FREEZE OPPONENTS here that "in recent months, anti-Semitic canards have

" N been spread by the Patriotic Grunwald Union with no

i DALLAS, Tex., April Il (JTA) == President . .

Reagan was c’riﬁcizéd here today by the president ev'd::ﬁ ggvernmf‘nf “';?_"‘-K':Cﬂﬂ_"-s Th? 9°ver!ITenf-d

of the Rabbinical Assembly, the intemational as- z?m: press has published anti~Semitic articles an:

:,‘Z‘l‘:zﬂrzig :;eg:::‘\gz ;:l:::('-m::rl: r:: d "One cannot ignore the general atmosphere in

"dupes of the Communist world, " Po land, where those who advocate human rights are subs
Rabbi Amold Goodman of Atlanta, Ga,, ﬁchqdhhhurzssm?nf Td inti ! X

speaking to 400 delegates at the 83rd annual e said that despite the lifting of martial law, imposed

convention of the RA, accused Reagan of attempt{ °" December I3, 1981, “repression is as evident now

ing to bully the American public info supporting as when 'ﬂwus.shll in effecf._lf is regrettable that,

his policies on such issues as the nuclear freeze, %vf;l'( |hls:9hz, ‘g:'l.l }r‘neamng Jews‘huvle' agreed

abortion, and prayer in the public schools, The pPa ht’-nd e rolis °°m"."em°ff“l0bﬂe-_ s

convention opened here last night at the Dallas Apri e eight-day commemoration will begin in Warsaw

pril 15 with some 1,000 delegates representing 24

Hilton Hotel and will close Thursday, "
S . countries, including Israel and the Séviet Union, ex-
Goodman warned that coercion by govem: pected h’ohend. 'r

ment can never effect real change when the
roots of a problem are deep and emotional, He




