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PLO SAYS IT IS HOLDING 8‘!SRAEL|,
SOLDIERS AS PRISONERS:OF WAR™
By Edwin Eytan

“PARIS, Sept. 7 (JTA) == The Palestine Libera-
tion Organization said in Damascus today that it -
holds eight Israeli soldiers missing from a forward
observation outpost in Central Lebanon since
Saturday. The: PLO-6i cerent said ‘the soldiers
were prisoners of war, were "well-Reated" and *
would be visited by a representative of the Inter-
national Red Cross at some unspecified date .

Israeli Defense Minister Ariel Sharon warned
Syria.over-the weekend that it would be held re~
sponsible for the disappearance of the soldiers and
would suffér the consequences if; they are.harmed.
The soldiers apparently were captured by PLO ele-
ments operating from behind Syrian lines in Leban-
on. Their tracks and those of their captors were
found_leading toward Syrian—held territory; -

(In Israel today, .the commanding general.of the
northern front confirmed that the Israeli soldiers
had been taken info_an area controlled by Syria
but said it'was not certain who capturéd them. He

- said the Syrians would be held responsible for the
incident. He said the : army was drawing certain
conclusions from the capture but did not elaborate .
An officer from the Israeli unit involved has been re
moved. The generdl said this was not "directly or -
solely due"-to_the incident.) .

Captured By Previously Unknown Group

The PLO announcement said the Israelis were -
captured by a Palestinian group calling itself "The
August 23rd Organization, " a previously unl
group. The dafe appears fo. refer fo the election of
Bashir Gemayal as President of Lebanon.

The PLO claimed the soldiers were captured with=

out violence, implying that none of them were
wounded. Israeli ources have éxpressed surprise
that there was'nd"evidence that tﬁe,wldiers put up
a fight. The sources suggested that the men'may
have relaxed their vigilencé because of the:rela-
tive_calm in theé area and were- taken by surprise.”
The Committee of the International Red Cross
(IRC).in Geneva fold the Jewish Telegraphic Agen-
cy that it has not yet been informed of the captire
nor has it been invited fo visit the prisoners. -
Sources close to, the IRC 'said the PLO moved slowly
and it might take several ‘days before arrangements
are mu;ie for a Red Crdss:delegate fo see the men.
SHARON: ISRAEL WILL CONTROL SOUTH
LEBANON [F BEIRUT GOVERNMENT FAILS
TO.SIGN:PEACE TREATY WITH ISRAEL
By Gil Sedan :

JERUSALEM, Sept. 7 (JTA) == Repeated state~

belt of up‘to 50 kilometers of Lebanese ferritory
north of its borders. According fo Sharon, Israel - ;.
has made it clear to the Lebanese authorities ==
« &pparent| I Presiden t Bashir S
Gemdyel -~ that if a peace treaty was signed, Leb-
anon's territorial unity would be guaranteed. If .
there is no treaty, Israel would control a40-50
kilometer, zone "whose: status would vary from the
~~'restof Lebanon, "-Sharon said. -
He added that Israel did not view a peace treaty
with Lebanon as merely a.gesture but as a "security
necessity o f prime importance . " He insisted however,
that Israel had no territorial aspirations in Lebanon .
and was vitally interested:in a unified Lebanon under "
a central government.
Official sources here said today that it was too
early to.spell out the kind of security belt envis~
aged b fﬁe Defense Minister. Foreign MinisterYit-_
~zhak Srmmir told the Ambassadors of the European
TEconomic Community (EEC) countries that securify
arrangements on lsrael’s northern, border would best
- be worked out-by the, Lebdnese and Israeli armies,
assuming there was a peace. freaty between the two -
countries. A key question is whether the kind 6f ™/
security Sharon seeks would be feasible without
the presence of Israeli troops in‘Lebanon: g

- Gemaye! Under.Intense Pressure %
" From the outset of the‘Lebanese campaign, Begin
. predicted.that an Israeli victory.would result in...
Lebanon becoming the second Arab country to-con— {
clude a-peace’ treaty with Israel, But Gemayelis -~ *
reportedly under heavy pressure not fo sign a pact
with Isrdel. The ‘pressure coines mainly: from Leban=
ese-Moslem leaders. But a Christian leader, former
President Camille Chamoun; has been quoted as say-
ing a freaty with Israel at -this time would be "pre~
mature," ; . 5
Begin, who met with Gemayel last week, report-
edly was disappointed that the President-elect failed
to”come out openly.in favor of a peace treaty. The
Lebanese leader also declaréd:that his.government
would try Maj. Saad Haddad as a "deserter. |
Haddad, ‘who ‘commands ‘the Christian militia in
south.Lebanon, has been supported for years by Israel
and recently expanded.the drea he controls from a
narrow strip along the Israeli border-to a point just
south of Sidon. Israel isisaid to regard his presence
*as'an important security element. - iRt
Begin also was reported to have been “insulted"
by Gemayel's cool attitude inasmuch as the leader
of the rightwing Christian Phalangists owed his elec~
tion in large measure toIsrael's‘army in Lebanon.
Political pundits here assume that Sharon's remarks
on Israel's security plans in Lebanon had Begin's
personal-approval ; Although the Cabinet has not yet
di d future

ments by Defense Minister Ariel Sharon implying
“that Israel would occupy or.otherwise control
southern Lebanon indefinitely if the Beirut govern—
ment failed fo_sign a peace freaty with lsrael have
not been clarified by officials here. There is specu
lation as to-whether Sharon is speaking for himself
or is enunciating a policy shared by Premier
Menachem Begin if not the entire Cabinet.,
Sharon warned in Kiryat Shemona-last'night

" that in the absence of a peace: freaty with Leban-~

on;. Israel would insist on controlling a security

lations with Lebanon; Begin,
Sharon and Shamir consult frequently together. It is
assumed here that the three senior Cabinet ministers
are in agreement and that. Sharon's statements re=
flect this. L o

~. Israel Not In A Hurry To Get-Out OF Lebanon

Whatever agreements are. redched with respect fo
a long range relationship with Lebanon, - Israel-has -
indicated it isin no hurry, to withdraw its forces
from Lebanon, including-the northernmost points
to which Israeli troops.advanced. . i




3

" Huges defined "proper pressure as "persuasion"

L

: /

In that connection, Sharon reportedly told
Morris Draper, the senior U.S. diplomat " in
Lebanon, that [srael would not withdraw from the

--environs of Beirut until Sharon.and his family
"could spend a weekend- at the Commodore Hotel |
vinswest Beiruf," the Moslem quarter of the Leban-
+kse'capital . Draper is Deputy Assistant Secretary
of State for Near East and.South Asian Affajrs and
was special Ambassador Philip Habib's deputy in
the negotiations which led to the evacuationof the
Palestine ' Liberation Organization from west
Beiruf, | L, Ly

Israel is insisting furthermore that no anti-
Israel elements-must be allowed fo remain in Beir-
ut which could facilitate the return of the PLO.
sBut sources here have denied a report that Israel,
rissued an ultimatum for the evacuation of 2,000
‘leftist militiamen from west Beirut. Israel contin-
ves fo regard this as.the responsibility of the Leb~-
anese amy;~the Surces said. .
ADMINISTRATION TO PUT 'PROPER-

PRESSURE' ON:ISRAEL IN
- SUPPORT OF REAGAN'S PEACE PLAN
By David Friedman -

WASHINGTON, . Sept. 7 (JTA) == The State

b’d—n’y—fhst the Reagan Admini

He said that whether this would involve Maj.. Saad
Haddad's militia'would have to be worked out with

‘the Lebgnese government. \ . K

. - Hughes said,the U.S. "deplores" the kidnapping
of eight Israeli soldiers in Lebanon, reportedly by the
PLO. id-it-was not "conducive fo the pedce
pmc!?’?‘"ond“k;ndorlines!! the need for "reconciliation"
in Lebanon and the return to a strong central govern=
ment there’.- Hughes repeated Shultz's statement in'a
television appearance Sunday that the .PLO forces still
in Lebanon must either'turn in'their arms and accept the
authority of the Lebanese government or leave that
country. ; 4

THIRD WORLD CONFERENCE ON

SOVIET JEWRY TO CONVENE IN N
VERSAILLES OCTOBER 24-26 : . K
By Edwin Eytan i

PARIS, Sept. 7 (JTA) -~ The World Conference
on Soviet Jewry, the third since 1971, will convene.
at Versailles October 24-26 with the participation of
1,000 representatives of world-wide Jewish communi-
ties, ranking lsraeli leaders; U.S. Congressmen, and
members of Britain's Parliament, the French National
Assembly. and of a dozen other national, legislative
bodies. . - -

The Confe Steering Committee announced

Department said
tion would put"proger pressure" on lsrael to sup=
port. President: Reagan's peace initiative but has

ruled out i parfment spok John "

and "drawing ‘attention fo the great benefits that
\lr:iH ensue for Israel making peace with-its neigh=
. bors.™ .

He said the U.S. hopes Iscel will eventually
agree when it realizes that "the end resultis s _
rewarding" for its security. | T K

The Administration in,dicc{red that it does not
consider what it called Israel 's"ini tial " rejection
of Reagan's proposals as Israel's final word. "No
one expected this would be an easy road fo travel,
Hughes said. There will to be "a lot of hard nego-
tiations." , ‘ R

Hughes stressed that Secretary of State g¢
Shultz has ruled out "sanct@Bns" against Isrgel. sut
as withholding military and economic aid. AN
Department official said later that the U.S. also
ruled out sanctions against Isael for continuing to
build Jewish settlements on the West Bank, despite
Reagan's statement that they Were not helpful to
the peace process. The official said that in both
cases, sanctions would do no good because they.
would ‘not achieve the desired results.

Hughes said the U.S. wants the autonony neg-|
otiations.to resume asquickly as possible. He said
at the same time the Administration felt it needed
the “injection of new elements, " one of which was
the President's peace initiatve.

But he emphasized that there should be no dir-|
ect link-between the autonomy talks and events in
Lebanon. He also called for a'speedy Israeli with~
drawal from Lebanon regardless.of wﬁelher the two
countries agree fo sign a peace treaty.

"We support the return fo civilian government
in Lebanon and the withdrawal of Isrceli, Syrian
and Palestine Liberation Organization forces as
speedily as possible, " the State Department. spokes-|
man said. He said the U.S. also favored a peace
treaty between Israel and Lebanon; “a real peace
treaty negotiated by governments that are_happy. wi
the negotiations?, but.this should not be Telated to
the withdrawal of Israeli forces. - :
7 At the same fime, Hughes said, the U.S. be-

“Iieves that there is "room for discussion".about the

Rules Out Sanctions

affer a two-day meeting here that Prime‘Minister Pierre
Mauroy of France will formally open the proceedings.
and Premier Menachem Begin of Israel will deliver the
closing address. Shimon Peres, chairman of Israel's
Labor Party, will also speak., The Conference will be
chaired by Leon Dulzin, chairman of the World Zionist:
Organization and Jewish Agency Executives. :
A spokesman noted that the Conference will con-".
vene at a time of mounting pressure against Jews in

the USSR and sharply-declining emigration figures. -,
Only 1,723 Jews were permitted. to leave the :Soviet:.
Union during the first seven months of 1982 compared to

17,386 during the same period last year.

But Conference organizers pointed out that the .
first two world gatherings for Soviet Jews in 1971 and .
1976, had had a positive effect on the rate of Jewish
emigration.and that the first meeting in 1971 mairked the
start of the Jewish activist movement inside the USSR.
Begin Scheduled To Meet With Mitterrand

Begin is scheduled to meet with President Francois ™~
Mitterrand while in Paris and with other members of
the French government. The meetings are significant
because Franco-Israeli relations reached a new’ low affer

| the terrorist attack ona_Jewish restaurant on. the Rue des

Rosiers in Paris last month.. Israel charged that France's
Middle East policy had created the climate "which en-
abled the terrorists fo operate." Mitterrand strongly ‘de~
nied the charges.

- Franco-|sraeli relations were further.aggravated by
the participation of a“French unit in supervising the ev=
acuation of the Palestine Liberation Organization from
West Beirut and the insistence by the French government
that their departure should be carried out under "honor=
able" and "dignified" condifions.

French relations with Jerusalem have sunk so low
that several members of the Conference’Steering Com=
mittee suggested that the gathering be postponed or mov-
ed to another country. Some committee members. feared
fhat France could not ensure the safety of the participant
These objections were overcome after the French author-
ities gave’ ing security g ts
and after Israeli representatives indicated-that Begin
wanted the meeting fo be held in Paris. -

h e
NEW YORK (JTA) =~ Jewish emigration from the
Soviet Union confinues at a trickle as only 238 Jews
?rrivec.i in L\/iennoLin~ August, it was reported by Char= "

of the Soviet Jewry-Research

security arrangements for Israel in southern Leb

;
Bureau of the National Conference on Soviet Jewrv.







