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A NEW CHAPTER BEGINS:
ISRAEL LEAVES SINAI ON SCHEDULE,
THREE YEARS AFTER SIGNING PEACE
TREATY WITH EGYPT AND ALMOST I5' -
YEARS AFTER CAPTURING AREA IN'1967
By Hugh Orgel

"TEL AVIV, April 25 (JTA) == Israel today com=
pleted its evacuation of Sinai, exactly. three years
—~after the signing of ‘the pgace treaty with Egyptand
the Camp David accords@nd just two months under
15 years since capturing;the.area in the Six=Day War

of 1967 . -

The Israel army did not leave the region with "
banners flying; in a demonstration of the sacrifices
Israel was making for the sake of peace with its -’
largest Arab néighbor. - The army simply left, with
no formal flag-lowering or hand-over ceremonies.

art from a brief [0-minute ceremony ot Ophira

at which' the Israel Air Force lowered the flag-and
the last;helicopter left the ground on ifs way back -

; hdg{{u%l at 7:30 in the moming, the only timetable
for tHe lsteps in the total evacuation was that "the

. last man should be out of the drea-and back across
the old-new border by noon§ " an army spokesman
solemnly declared. 3 .

ing Force Will Beéin' Paﬁulling Area

A multi-national peace leeping force of some
2,500 men, with hulﬁhe‘ personnel and 60 percent
ofethe financing provided by the United States, will
begin patrolling Sinai . . The force is drawn up from
Il nations,. but it will not.operate under ‘the: auspices

wllowed: to spend the last Sabbath there, and .
atouple of hundred anti=withdrawal movement -
members who infiltrated back through army
voad:locks. LR . et :
t a'ceremony in the synagogue this momin,

" Rabbi Haim Dmcl{man and ?;Eegg?lﬂums qnnouncgesl
the establishment of a new political party, to be

- called "Shvut Israel* (Israel Return) working -
for the retum of the evacuated area fo Israel,
and aimed. fo.compete with the: National Religious
Party.

. The members then fore their clothes. in sign.
of mouning and marched out with the. Torgh
scrolls, back across the international border,

Evacuating Sinai for..Peace

In a lengthy order of the day, Defense §
Minister Ariel Sharon declared that Israel was. -
not refiring from Sinai but evacuating willingly.
for peace., e Faa

He said. that the fown of ‘Yamit had been®,: . ..
destroyed and razed fo ‘the ground o prevent the -
shedding of Jewish.blood. He said thaf thiswas '
the figst time in Israel's history that such action’
had been undertaken willingly *

Sharon praised the soldiers
E_urf in the Yamit operation:"Evacuating: their- :

rothers-and sisters, not with violence but with*
love and understanding. ..

. "The fudng of Yomit will bear etemal proof "
that.we have done over and above human imagi=
nation fo meet our, obligafions under the peace ;-
freaty so;that our children will:not point an

Who had faken

of the United Nations ‘as have previous. peacek

forces in:the Middle East. i
_Each contingent-is bringing its own equipment and

itis likely fo cost about $225 million to set up and

operate the force in ity first year. . The task of the

force will:be fo puholifﬁé

p

Sinai side of the new
Israeli-Egyptian border stretching from the Mediterra-]
nean to the-Red Sea.

Today; within minutes of the last Israeli soldier
leaving Ophira, Egyptian officials were putting-up
new signs at the nearby airfiéld, saying in Arabic
and English:":Sharm e-Sheikh" == its old.name prior
fo its Israeli take-over.I5 years before.

By this affernoon, Egyptian flags were raised at-

" the. three’ border-crossing points of Rafah and Nitza~

nan, as well.as the still femporary crossing point soutH

of Taba near Eilat, the future of which is still under

discussion ‘in-Cairo. 3

Buton the ruins of .Yamit, or nearby, some Egyp-
tian flags were already fo be seen  this moming,
raised by Bedouins waiting to move in o' take.what-
ever has been left behind. o1 fi

The Holdouts in‘qu_it'

Within the ruins of Yamit, a‘small group of some
20 anti-withdrawal demonstrators,:led by«léi’ryaf Arba
Rabbi Moshe:Levinger, were allowed fo'remain over;
Shabbat in the $ephandi. - Synagogue,: the only.bui
still standing.among the ruins. :

ing fingeF at.us and tell us we have missed - .
the opportunity ... i
"No Arab army has succeeded -~ and never,
-will succeed == in demolishing an Israeli.fown,’ .

. Only, we, with our.own hands, were forced fo -
destroy Yamit. ‘We were forced fo erase it . . i
from the face of the earth.to implement the peace . . -
agreement on time, without spilling Jewish blood. "

Shortly before noon the southem front comman=
der foured the infernational border, from|the ruins of
Yamit where some 2,000 militants fiad been ousted
and 600 houses destoyed; to Taba south of Eilat,

" where soldiers now: staff.a temporary line.running

just south of the disputed.Rafi. Nelson village and

a luxury hotel complex still abuilding. The exact

line of the agreed border is still to.be determined.
The-only building: left standing in Yamit.is fhe

Sephardi - Synagogue which has been marked as

a holy site which. the Egyptians have promised o

“maintain and allow Israeli rabbinical inspection

at-frequent intervals. N s
Shortly before the evacuation deadline

patrols searchéd the :Yamit areq.and: Air Force :

?olunes and helicopters flew over the region: looking

r.militants who might.have ‘hidden in_the dunes.
such demonstirators found fo_ Israeli authorities .

The group was joined by a few. Jerusalein rabbis

*"'The Egyptians have undertaken-fo-return any:.. -
within eight hours. ‘If any are caught on.a second
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A NEW CHAPTER BEGINS:
ISRAEL [EAVES SINAI ON SCHEDULE, . J
THREE YEARS AFTER SIGNING PEACE
TREATY WITH EGYPT AND ALMOST I5
YEARS ‘AFTER CAPTURING AREA IN 1967
By Hugh Orgel i

TEL AVIV, ‘April 25 (JTA) -~ Isrcel 'today com=
pleted its evacuation of Sinai, exactly three years
after the signing of the peace freaty,with Egypt and
‘the Camp David accords and just iwo ‘months under
15 years singe capturing the areain the Six-Day War
of [967.1 : o, -

The Israel army did not leqye the region with -
banners flying, in @ demonstration of the sacrifices
Israel was making for the sake of peace with its
lar§est. Arab neighbor. - The army simply left, with
no formal flag=lowering or hand-over c:eremonies'.1 :

art from a brief 10-minute geremony at Ophira
at wﬁ?ch the Israel Air Forgr.mf:red the flag and
the last helicopter left. the ground on its way back
to Israel at 7:30 in the moming, the only fimetable
for the: steps.in-the fotal evacuation was that "the
last man should be out of: the.drea and back across
the old-new border by noon," an amy spokesman
solemnly declared. 3

; keepi ¢ Force Will Begfn i’utmlling ‘Area

_ A multi-national peace keeping force of some
2,500 men, with halfﬂ'\e personnel and 60 percent
" of the-figancing provided by the United States, will
begin p%ing Sinai: - The force is drawn up:from
I,nations, But it will not operate under the: auspices
of'the United Nations as have previ keepi

" that we have done-over and above human imagi-

allowed fo spend the last Sabbath there; and

u touple of hundred anti=withdrawal movement .,
members who infiltrated back through army 7
ruadAblocks. i,

t a ceremony in the synagogue this moming
ﬁ?bbi Haim-Druckman and the militants anr_munged }
the establishment of a new political party, to be.”,
called "Shvut Israel* (Isrqeroke?um) working
for the return g¥ the evacuated area fo Isrcel,
and aimed fo compete with' the NationalReligious

- Party.

The mem?ers then fore. their clothes.in sign
-of mouming and wiarched out-with the Torah
{scrolls, back across the international border.

Evacuating Sinai for Peace
o

In a lengthy order of the day, Defense
Minister Ariel-Sharon declared that Israel was
not refiring from. Sinai but evacuating'willingly ..

r peace. . N - e

He said.that the town of Yamit had been ~*
destroyed and razed fo the ground o prevent the
shedding of Jewish blood. He said that this:was

- the first time in Isreel's history- that such action,

hadibeen undertakén willingly . ALy
Sharon praised the soldiers who had taken
Eurr in the Yamit operation "Evacuating thei
rothers ond sisters; not with violence but with
love and understanding. .. L
*The ruins o7 Yamit will bear etemal proof

.nation;:fo meet our obligations under-the peace
treaty ©_that our children will.not.point an. &+

forcesin the Middle East. 5 =

" Each contingent is bringing its own equipment and
Ttis likely to cost about $225 million fo set up and
operate the force in'its first year, . The task of the
force will be to patrol the Sin le;of the new
Israeli-Egyptian border g from the Mediterra
nean- fo-the Red Sea. L

Today, within minutes of the last Israeli soldier

leavingOphira, Egyptian officials were putting up
new signs at the nearby. airfield; saying in‘Arabic

to its Israeli take-over 15 years before. . E
By this afternoon, Egyptian’ flags were raised at

the three border=crossing points of.Rafah and Nitza-

nan, -as-well as the still temporary crossing point. soutH -

of Taba near Eilat, the future of which is still under -
discussion in Cairo, . ;

Buton the ruins of Yamit, or nearby, some Egyp=~
tian flags were already to be seen:this moming;
raised by Bedouins waiting fo_move in to take what-
ever has-been left behind. 13 ) i

The Holdouts in Yamit

‘Within the_ruins of Yamit, a'small.group 6:some
20 anti-withdrawal demonstrators, led by;Kiryat Arba
Rabbi :Moshe: Levinger; were allowed fo reniain over
Shabbat in'the Sephandi | :Synagogue;  the. ortly:building
still standing among the ruins.

. line.of the agreed

The group.was joined by a few‘;;!erusﬁlem.rdl;bis

ing finger at us and tell us'we have missed
the opportunity... ! "k

"No ‘Arab army has succeeded == andnever. .
will succeed == in demolishing an Israeli town.
Only we,. with our own hands, were forced fo -
deshol Yamit,  We were forced to erase it .. ‘i .
from the face of the earth to.implement the peace
agreement on time, without spilling Jewish blood."

One Building Remains in Yamit
and Englishs" Sharm e=Sheikh" == its old name: prior. - |

... ‘Shortly before noon the ‘outhem front comman=. ..
der toured the international border, from the ruins.of
+Yamit where some 2,000 militants fiad b d
and 600 houses destroyed; to Taba south of Eilaty .
where soldiers now staff.a temporary. line.running .
just south of the disputed Rafi Nelson village and .-
aluxury hotel complex:still abuilding.. The exact
rder is still fo.be determined.
The only building. left standing in Yamit'is the
Sephardi Synufgue which has been marked as
a holy site which the Egyptians have promised to
maintain and allow. Israeli rabbinical inspection
at-frequent intervals. e :
Shortly before the gvacyf

deudlvir’\a‘ army

“patrols searched the. Yamit ared and: Air Force

?olanes and helicopters flew over. the region. looking
r-militants who might have hidden .in_the dunes.:
The Egyptians have undertaken.fo retum any .
such demonstrafors found to Israeli authorities .
within eight hours, - If anyare caughton a second.
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- said that the demand for a return fo Sinai was tanta=
mount fo a call for renewed war. The new movement. |

"infiltration attempt, they will be taken by the
Egyptians forgpolice interrogation. . =3
The new "Shvut Israel" political movement
formed by Druckman has termed Yamit a "Holy City"
and vows to work for an Isrceli retum fo Yamit and
Sinai,
The movement was denounced by the NRP, which

is alw opposed by the Tehiya movement which regards
it as a weakening of the front to epsure Isrceli settle=~
menton_the West Bank. e

In-his order of the day, Sharon stated that the
Sinai withdrawal was the "red line in Israeli conces-
sions." - . : i
While the last Israeli- soldiers were withdrawing
from Sinai, Labor Party leader Shinion: Peres was as
far away as possible == "touring the northem border
along ‘Lebanon.. -

He praised the Isroeli soldiers for the manner in
which they had carried out ah essential but most.un~
pleasant task in removing die~hard militants who had
“attacked them from roftops. He dlso said he felt he
had fo praise Premier Menachem Begin for having-
carried out the withdrawal, on time in accordance
with an intemational obligation. .

But Peres added he could not forgive him for the
many mistakes made in the three years of negotiations
‘leading up to.the Sinai evacuation. He said that
from his personal knowléedge from talks with the late
Egyptian_President Anwar Sadat, he knew that some
territorial concessions could have been obtained from
the Egyptians =='including continued Israeli use of
Air Force basesiin Sinai. . :

MUBARAK CONCRATU[ATES BEGIN ON
ISRAEL'S WITHDRAWAL FROM-SINAI
by David: Landau : .

Jerusalem, April 25 (JTA) ~~ President Hosni
,Mubarak of Egypt telephoned Premier-Menachem-Begin
this moming to-congratuldte him.on. the completion of

. the Sinai withdrawal. Israeli offisials.said Mubarak

reiterated:his pledge that'peace between the: two na- -
tions would be ‘eternal’. - Begin fook the call during
the weekly Cabinet meeting. -

Meanwhile, the text has been released of Muba-
rak's letter o Begin of last week =~ the letter which
enabled Begin to tell his Cabinet last Wednesday ‘that

_-and to recommend to the Cabinet that Israel

&3

BEHIND THE HEADLINES - : .
ISRAEL LEAVES AN -AREA WHERE .

. 1TS BLOODIEST WARAS&TOOK PLACE

by Gil Sedan

JERUSALEM, April 25 (JTA) == When Israel
completed its withdrawal -from Sinai foday; it

" left behind not just a large strategic hinterland,

“Israeli. force:
oo

the
*the i

the rubble of once prosperous settlements and natur~
al resources, including oil, of incalculable value
fo a resource=poor nation. .1t left behind the
scenes of its bloodiest wars and greatest losses in
terms of ‘lives and equipment._ LT

The sandy, rocky plains and jagged mountains
of the peninsula are the grave of more Isrceli sol-
diers than any other area of combat in the five
wars Israel has ought: since. it proclaimed indepen=
dence in.May, 1948. From that moment,.in fact,
Sinai was a battlefield. - The 15 years of Isrceli
occupation which ended today was only the longest -
of a series of occupations and withdrawals that - :
began 34 years ago. RN g

Israel today withdrew, not in defeat nor under
infense intemational-pressure, but-in compliance
with a peace freaty ; solemnly entered into with
Egypt three years ago. It was not a happy with-
drawal but a willingone. = %" 0 T

The first time the Israel‘army entered Sinai was
in December, 1948, in pursuit of an.Egyptian army
that hiad invaded the new:Jewish State only a-few
months earlier.  The: Egyptians retreated and
ccupied the northem salient of ‘the
[ until forced to withdraw under urgent "~
Anglo-American pressure.. Egypt retained the Gaza
Strip'and, despite thearmistice agreements, there
was no peace along the outhem borders.. :

Was Incessant
.. Border warfare was: incessant and Isrcel;
-hoping to put an end fo it, joined eight years:later
with:the British:and French effort to regain the - '
recently nationalized Suez Canal'and unseat the
troublesome. regime of Egypt's President Gamal
Abdel Nasser; G

In October, 1956, in what came fo be known as
the Sinai campaign,”the Isrceli army thrust into the
peninsula‘in force and within eight days was en=

- trenched on the eastern banks of the canal. But

Anglo=-French inyasion of Egypt faltered under.

he had received satisfactory reassurances from Eg)"pt,r £
P

: the withdrawal on schedule.

The letter begins by reiterating Egypt's commitment

to peace which Mubarak describes as a "strategic, not
merely tactical goal." There then follows length:
quotations, mainly in indirect speech, from the f‘Xarch
1979 letter from Egyptian President Anwar Sadat and
Begin fo President d::gter pledging to negotiate "in
good faith" over Palestinian autonomy. " Israeli offi~
cials were partficularly pleased that Mubarak referred
to. Camp David as "the only: document binding on both
our countries," and affirmed that this was Egypt's
policy "now and it would remain unchanged in the
future." - . Ak
The-letter ends with a strong presentation of .
Egypt's position that the arbitration regarding Tabah
..should be‘given a definite deadline, s-asnot fo leave
unrewolved issues befween the two sides that could :
cause friction in the future. Negotidtions over Taba
continued today in Cairo' between high Israel, ‘Egyp-
tian and: American officials. i

_.Israeli govemment, then

counter this new menace .

of opposition at home, the threat of
Soviet.intervention and powerful pressure. from
‘Washington against-its allies. ol
*The British and French forces withdrew. The
Israeli army remained stubbomly in place for sev~
eral months until Eisenhower's threat o withdraw
erican economic and. political support of Israel
forced Preniier David Ben Gurion fo yield the
security asset only recently won. -Early in 1957,
the Isrceli forces pulled 6uf of Sinai for the.second
time. <
- In May, 1967, Nasser, firmly entrenched in

-Cairo and bent on international adventurism, sum-

marily ordered
outof the peni .
Israeli shipping entering the Straits of Tiran. The
n headed by Premier Levi
‘Eshkol, ‘debated long: and arduously over how to

United Nations pe‘ucekeerlng forces
la and declared a bl de of

In'early- June, a:powerful Israeli army supported

by the dir forceswept again into Sinai. Egyptian
o ‘diefgnse's crumbled. ‘On: the sixth day: affer (‘F?e R

entire

f hostilities; " Isrdel 'was in possession:of:the -
peninsula. That sweeping victory has-gone - : -
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down in history as the Six-Day War,!
| ety X
*1967 War Brought No-Pedc

It brought no peace. " Almost immediately, the
Egyptians opened their war of attrition. Powerless fo
retake Sinai; Higy Tesorted b arfillery andxair war- |
fare along the new: frontier of the Suez Canal. It.did. |
not command headlines abroad; but it was costly fo': -
both sides. . #a

Between March 1969 and August, 1970, Israel
suffered 244 soldiers dead and 683 woun
August 7, 1970, Nasser agreed to an American call. . . |
for a.cease-fire. Under the cover of that demarche, |
the Egyptians moved their missile batteries for the
first time fo the banks of the canal. it

.. The cease-fire brought politicalstalemate’, - But
when Anwar Sadat succeeded o' the Presidency of

~ Egypt after Nasser's-death, he adopted parallel poli-
tical and military strategies. - He abandoned his
predecessor's strong Soviet orientation and moved
closer to the United States, exerting:pressure for a
political solution with Israel. At the same time, he
planneéd a military strike against-Israel in dinati

ded. . On I

waming system in-the mountains which had
en used for monibring Egypfian military
mavements and now could be used by thé Egypt-
. ions b monitor Israel; rhe».degsnse line fom
Sharm el-Sheikh t> the Mediterranean crast;. the
model resort own of Yamit and its surrounding
network >f agricultural villages. 3
But these losses are balanced by a peace
h:entr and normal. diplomatic relations:between
~Israel and its most Populousvﬁﬁ‘rpbwerful Arab
neighbor, and thy' demilitarization of most of
Sinai."If the treaty holds, Israel will have .
.gained what it said itardently wished after. thé
* Six-Day War -~ peace ®r which it was willing

fo sacrifice. terrifory to obtain. :
REAGAN - PRAISES ISRAEL'S COURAGE
IN TAKING GREAT RISKS FOR PEACE
by David Friedman

WASHINGTON, April 25 (JTA) == Presi=
-.dent Reagan foday Er_u_isgd Israel's "courage .in

t:k{ng the great risks which peace’ require.”

with Syria, The surprise attack on October 6,.1973, .
Yom Kippur, caught Israel unprepared: il

“The Yom Kippur War

Egypt's forces crossed-the Suez Canal and overcame
the Israeli defenderson the first day of battle. - Al=
- though Israel swiftly mobilized, and with a life=line
of military supplies air-lifted from the U.S. goined
the ‘begter of her. foes, the. Yom-Kippur War was by far
the costliest of Israel's battlefield experiences.
Retween October, 1973 and the first disengagement]
agreementon January 18, 1974, 1,630 Israeli o ldiers
died, 4,242 were wounded and 232 were taken pri-
soners of war.  The baftle for'Sinai ended in military
stalemate because of the cease-fire imposed by the
. United States and the United Nations.. But Sadat had
ded in_breaking the political ¢
By February 22, i’m, the Israeli army completed
' the evacuation of 6180 square kilometers of Sinai under
the terms of the disengagement agreement. This was
* the first fruit of Henry Kissenger's shuttle diplomacy in
the Middle East. It was also the firsi time Israel re-
tumed terrifory to an Arab foe in accordance with an
agreement. SR . .

Israel relinquished control of the strategic Giddi
and Mitla passes. in. the Sinai mountains,  the tradition-
al Egyptian attack route' fo Israel's borders. - Also
giveh up were the Abu Rodeis oilfields which had been
supplying almost 66 percent.of Israel's petroleum needs
Later,. the even more productive Alma oilfields in the
Gulf of Suez were retumed fo Egypt endingilsrael's
brief period of oil self-sufficiency. = -

S%gniﬁcanf Events Recalled

But the disengagement agreements were -the pre-
cursor of far more significant events: Sadat's historic
visit to Jerusalem on November 19,1977, the camp
David. accords in-September, 1978 and the Egyptian- .
Israeli peace treaty signed:in Washingfon in March, '

° Lol ) 3 <y
The treaty called for Israel's withdrawal from:all of | -
Sinai in stages. . Thefinal stage 'was completed today.
Israel gave up much: e e :
#'The 250~400 kilometers of territory between, the
nearest Egyptian forces-and its border; the three mili= :
tary-air bases it built in Sinai; said fo-be the most

~-hour.program was cut short:by some 10 mi
R bt aal di R cultiass i

e issued by the White House as
Israel-completed its withdrawal from Sinai said:
.-"We note today the successful completion
. by Israel of the withdrawal of its forces from the
Sinai peninsula and the blishment there of
full Egyptian sovereignty. The President ..
believes that withdrawal represents a-truly major
sacrifice by Israel and he admires its courage iin
taking the great risks which true peace requires.
He ‘admires as'well the courageous Egyptian
-initiative -without which peace with israel
could not have been :achieved. V4
YIsrael's withdrawal from Sinai marks the be=
ginning of anew era in the pedceful relations
- between Israel’and Egypt, peaceful relations
which should be taken Ey us all-as the model for
the future in that troubled region. : The President
is determined that. the United States, together
-with' Egypt.and Israel, will confinue: farpursue
.the course of peace under Camp David with -
+ - renewed vigor and dedication.. It will-not be
,an easy task but, with the example'of Egypt .-
and Israel before us, it-can be achieved.”

BEGIN SAYS ISRAEL WILL CONDUCT
IN GOOD FAITH NEGOTIATIONS TO. ;..
REACH AN AGREEMENT ON: AUTONOMY
- By Kevin Freemen , i

NEW -YORK, April 25 (JTA) == Premier
~Menachem Begin said today that |srael will
"canduct in-good faith" negotiations.fo.reach

\an on-a "for the-P

_on the West Bank ‘and. Gaza Skrip. - '

;117 But at the same Time . as Israel relin=
quished the final portion o i
accordance with the Camp: David agreement,.
Begin said Israel would ridt bolerate any Egyptian

- ‘breach of the peace teaty. 3 ;

" at any: time;_they should commit.a..
breach of their commitments under the peace.:..
treaty; then Israel's reaction will be swift, " -
Begin said in an interview on ‘NBC=TV's 'Meet.

- the Press" program bradcast via satelli
the Prime Minister's Office:in  Jerusalent.: The

-; |sraeli-Premier did not indicate what Israel ‘-

would-consider as constituting such a:breach or
how, Israel would react, :;The scheduled

- modem and sophisticated in the world; the lectroni
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iutonomy, ‘Begin’said that*the - -
proposal by Israel to allow{13 local functions to be
administered by the ruling¥Palestinian authorities i is..
“the widest ever suggested fo.any ethnical group. "
As for the cri hc:s‘nnflha govémment's ouster of
three d ly elected may n'the West
Bank and Gaza, Begin said the mayors were either ™~

members of the, Palestine Liberation Organization'or {

.identified with ‘the PLO,. He added that the mayors
tried fo_ondermine security.in the-area and were in -
tooch with PLO chief Yasir-Arafat. .

He rejected the ‘confention that the Reagan Ad-
ministration would "change" its relations with Israel
following the Sinai withdrawal. - Begin said he had
no indication "that:the, U.S, government-will change
its course and use pressure ugumst Israel. But if at
any time we face pressure, ‘we shall press back. "

The Premier said that regarding tﬁe Golan
Heights, Israel could not retum it to Syria because
it would be unable to monitor a bredch'in any agree-|
ment, -He said that the Golan Law,which applied -
Israeli law- and jurisdiction fo the Heights last De-
cember;, would continue b ‘stand under any nego-
tiated settlement for the Heights.  He rejected
outright any compans:n between the: Golan and
Sinai .

Concemmg Israel s air raid into Lebanon last
week, Begin justified. this because of -PLO acnans )
which the Premier said killed 17 Israelis and :
wounded another 250 men, women and children.

-But he said; "If they are qulernn the other side, we
~shall keep peace on our side."

EGYPT'S ENVOY TO GERMANY SUGGESTS
MOVE-TO CONVINCE 'REJECTION FRONT"
TO-JOIN THE MIDEAST PEACE PROCESS :
Byl Dav;d Kan'tor

BONN, April 25 (JTA) <= The Egyptian Ambas~"
sador o West Germany, Aisha Rateb, has suggested
that her country serve as a mediator betwéen lsrael
and the Arab states,of the “rejection front" to con- .
vince them 1o join the Middle East peace process
and contribute o it. . But she maintained that Egypt

hasonly a limited role fo pluy wufh respect fo Pales-
tinian pub~.-
Tlished in Die Welt.
Without: the partici f all Arab ies,
t is-impossible fo reach a permanent peace:in the
egion - the envoy suld "After we recover.our
national territory," refemng to Israel’s withdrawal
from Sinai. completed today,. "we wnll be in a better
position fo serve as a go-between; ":she said. ;
She said Israel's evacuation of Sinai proved its
commitment to ifs treaty with Egypt. - It shows the
other Arab cquntries thatone can.rely on’ Jerusalem
and "We hope that this will serve as a major incen=
tive fo bring them into the pedce process, " she.said.
According fo Rateb;-Egypt do€s not have the: -
right nor the desire to represent the'Palestinians in
the autonomy talks but merely to create a framework
which would encourage them' o participate inthe
process determining ‘their:future and their'own
nationhood: -If:an agreement is reached;: she
added, it would be the task of the Palesfinians-and
of Jardcn to xmplemenf it S H

BEGIN OPPOSED-TO: PROSECUTING SOME

60 ANTI WlTHDRAWAL DIE - HARDS ) i
JERUSALEM ‘April-25 (JTAY:== Premner Mena-, :

chem Begin hday ‘expressed his personal opinio

agumst pmsecuhng ‘ome: three seore ‘anti-wi thdrawal

3

“""Forgo-its honor" regarding the alleged mis:

'lg-imrds crrresfed by pllca during the Yo
evacuatioh. At the weekly*Cabinet meeting
(according to unofficial reporl's) Begin said he i
would favor "forgiving them." .
Attorney- General Yitzhak Zanir said the
state and the army must not, in his view, . -

creants who had deliberately assailed the
govemment, the Knessét and democracy. :
Begin said he did not-want to "interfere" with -
the judicial process and it was not mmedmlely
clear how. the episode would end.

- After the Cabinet meeting Begin released the
warm lettersof congratulations he had sent fo
Defense Minister Ariel Sharon, Chief of Staff
Gen Rafael Ei fan, the officer i in churge of the

 and the superir of 7

pollce. !
To Shamn Begin wrote that 'there Fiad nevef

. been’a more cornplex ‘and delicafe challenge ‘posed: :

5 blondshed

to a Cabinet minister in Israel, and it was largély.
thanks fo' Sharon that not admp of Jewish blood

had been spilled during the evacuation of Yamit.
To Eitan, Begin wrote: "Happy is 'he man who is’
in overall command of such an army." - Begin also
wrote to Jihan Sadat, recalling her late husbcnd‘
role in bringing this day fo pass and.als recalling -
Sadat's fumous pledge- "No more war, no more

w

WEST GERMANYY. SEEN . GIVING HIGH

- DIPLOMATIC. PRIORI TY.TO THE MIDEAST ;

| BONN, April:25 (JTA) == Covemment

. sources predlcted here that the Middle East will
“'soon be given a position of high priority in' West

“Dietrich G

German diplomatic activity. They said that the
ion of Israel's withdrawal from. Sinai has

ned a new chapter in Middle East diplomacy and
l',:[omr European efforrs will:on be made: to re-
solve the Palesti; issue. ‘In-Bonn's view, such
efforts are essential fo speedypmgress foward a -
general peace settlement. -

The sources smd fhar wh1 le Bonn is skmd'ng
by the E s 1980
Vemce dec[urahnn cullmg for the Puleshne

_Liberation Orgmxznhon fo be:associated with -

the. peace process, -it s equally anxious to improve’
relations with Isrcel. Forexgn Mlmsrer Hans=*
h a date

" for his planned vusﬂ o srael w:fhm the nexf few’

®

nel who were summoned to the

.wamed against any separate Eumpean i

operahon .

weeks. §
. While Bonn's official vnew seems b encou~"
rage new European moves in'the Middle East,

~Alois Mertens, - foreign policy spokesman for the

opposition Christion Democratic Uni

*xx

JERUSALEM (JTA) ~- Residents of .the smull
town of Tubas in' Samaria fook over:the local "=
lice station Sunday in pmtes! against the
cumplehon of the separate peace, treaty with
Egypt." A small force of Israeli security person-
fown evacuated:the
s by using tear gas and:firing shots'info  the
‘A'local'policeman was wounded-during the
Aside from this incident, the was:
tive quiet i in rhe terrifories today . - f




