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SHAMIR SAYS
FOR' TERRORISTS IN' SOUTH
By David Landau

JERUSALEM, March 15 (JTA) == Foreign Minis-
ter Yitzhak: Shamir charged today that Libya is
purchasing arms for Palestinian terrorists in south=
em Lebanon and therefore bears responsibility for
the "explosive" situation there. .

Shamir addressed a visi ting group of West Ger-
man Bundestag members, headed by Enders Wendel
in of the ruling Social Democratic Party (SPD),
They are members of the German=Israel Friendship
‘Association on a study tour of Israel. He told them
the reason for Israel's concem with south Lebanon
was the presence of some 20,000 armed terrorists in
close meimify to its border. But he stressed that
Israel’s basic policy remains, "We will not. attack i
we- are not attacked." { e

Shamir wamed, however, that build-up of Pales
tinian forces in Lebanon "makes the situation explo
sive-and it could-blow up at any time." Referring tc]
Austrian media reports that Col. M Qaddafi
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! cated. Israeli officials-have intimated that unless
. the issue is settled by the Sinai withdrawal dead-
line of April 25, Israel would delay its pull-out.
The Egyptian delegation will attend a dinner
?‘\osfed by Sharen” They will drive o -
Jerusalem fomorrow .. Hassan. Ali is expected to meet.
with Premier Menachem Begin during his stay jn
Jerusalem . (ARt N

BUSH: U.S. EFFORTS TO BROADEN

ITS INFLUENCE AMONG ARAB STATES

IS NOT AN ANTI-ISRAEL POLIC(

By David Friedman e :
WASHINGTON, March 15 (JTA) == Vice Presi=

dent George Bush declared foday that the Reagan

Administration’s efforts to broaden American influ=

ence among. the 'Arab states and encourage moderate

regimes was not "an anti=Isiael policy." v
"On the contrary, it's enormous|

" fo Israel, " Bush told the more “than 1,500 young
Jewish leaders from. across the couniry’attending the
United Jewish ,Ap;;‘eul Young

had indicated during his vitit fo Vienna last week
that he is prepared o envisage a Middle East.peace
that would affimm.lsrael as & permanent:entity i
the region, Shamir cauﬁoneﬁhe German visifors
to'judge the Libyan strongman b{ his deeds, not
his words. "

He noted that Qaddafi's public statemerits are
abundant and often contradictory. ‘What should
matter is not what he says but rather his actions
in financing .and :aiding terrorism around the world,
Shamir said. He said Isreel has positive knowledge
of Libya's financial aid fo the Palestine Liberation
Organization in Lebanon.-

EGYPTIAN FOREIGN MINISTER MEETING
WITH SENIOR ISRAELI OFFICIAL
By Hugh Orgel e )

TEL:AVIV, March 15 (JTA) -- Egyptian Foretgn-]
Minister Kamal Hassan Ali arrived here today for.-
. highlevel discussions with senior. Isrceli officials
on details of Israel's withdrawal from Sinai next -
_month and the confinuing normalization process be-
tween' the two countries. The: talks, which open.in
Jerusalem tomorrow, will eonstitute the. fourth
session.of the Israeli-E Joint Commissi
** normalization. " -
Hassan Ali, who
an Egyptian dell 1 o
State for Foreign Affairs Boutros Ghali. They were
greeted at the airport this moming by Defense Min=

ayp on.

» ister Ariel Sharon who said he was confident that the -

talks in- Jerusalem will produce "further achieve-
ments and that this visit will contribute to the peace)
between our. two countries." g
Hassan Ali, addressing his hosts as "deér friends,
stressed that"the primary basis of our relations is
to fully respect-and.implement the obligdtions ‘and
commi tments stipulated in the peace Wréaty, regard-
less of any issues or developments that may - arisein
the course 6f our hard won peaceful and friendly
relations.”” : 2 :
Observers believe the Egyptian diplomat was
referring 10 the current-dispute -between Egypt-and
" Israel over-where ‘the old intemational border is-lo~
) N
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is also Deputy-Premier, heads' . |-
. ’hqr- 1ok M: b' f -

|
|

at the We ilton.

- Bush maintained that the U.S. interest in the. =y 7

Middle East "is in not allowing Soviet-backed radic
states fo' threaten the smbili:z of the region.-Itis

in the inferest of peace, in the interest of stability, "/
-that there be more Anwar Sadat's ~= and fewer ;" {
‘Qaddafis.” % B 3

At the same fime, Bush stressed that the u.s.
and Isroel are "strategic allies" and "permanent

friends, joined by common values and aspirations.”.

He said the Administration is committed to the ‘sec-
urity.of Isroel ‘and to the "Camp David accords as - ;

. the only Wlly fo wage peace" in the Mideast.

Mark Spiegel, of Los Angeles, ‘in introducing
Bush, noted that the Vice President was the highest -
ranking member of the Administration fo-speak to.a = :
Jewish\group since President Reagan took office’l4 . -

go. He quipped that ds a reward; he.was

ly advantageous 1.

Leadership | -

n
 presenting Bush with-his own personal UJA pledge .«

‘card,,

Rejects Charge OF Dual Loyalty

Bush opened his speech:by ‘dealing direcrl)" wi'tbd i

the, charge of dual loyalty aimed at American Jews

during last year's debate over:the sale of AWACS:fo """

Saudi Arobia{
"outrageous., "
charge "did aprofound injustice fo-all ‘Americans,
whose birthright it is fo dissent. And | reject as
equally outrageous the notion that this charge came
out of the White House." ; 3

a charge he called "scurrilous" and. =

He said that those who made the 7

Bush said he has discussed this issue “extensive~ |

ly" with Gordon Zacks of ‘Columbus, a leading
Jewish Republican, ‘and with Jacob Stejn, Reagan's
‘formerliaison to the Jewish community. “To’say. that

‘someone is disloyal to-America because:he or she has

an abiding affection for another:country:is.an insult, !

Bush said. "It's offensives-And it's:just bo:

American," ¢ EAE R S S
During the three~day conference, sponsored by. '

the UJA Young Leadership Cabinet and the Young':

Women's LeadlershiE Cabinet,

“the Jewish ¢

d the
v eloval

ve ex outrage:of i I
ity at the disloyalty,c

tly.un= -

which started yesterday ,




/. address itself fo the confinuing persecution of the

.and be an ddvocate for Isreel in your own communt

. by Catholic priests, monks and nuns in recal ling

~_were given clerical disguises and were instructed

. position on the Palestine Lib

“dress itself to "the real problems.in the world."

_Assisi yesterday fo-honor the fownspeople who sav-

found for the refugees, enabling them to blend

A
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during the AWACS debate. In his other remarks
today, Bush praised Premier Menachem Begin and,
other Israeli leaders for "their determination fo
move forward with the Sinai withdrawal," q step
he ‘acknowledged as being "painful .and contro-
versial " , |
The Vice President said the U.S.. is‘firm inits
o Oraon i zath

y kS
cupying forces. The villagers-protected the Jews
ur?-i& %f ir own lives until the town.was liber-
ated by Allied forces in June, 1944. Graziella Vit-
erbi. Carucci one of the Jews who owed her life to
the people of Assisi spoke at lhcheremomes yester-
day, So did Daniel Kropf of Trieste whose parents
were among those rescued. -Kropf is vice chairman

"Untess and until the PLO renounces terrorism and
recognizes Israel's right fo exist, we cannot and
will not'negotiate with the PLO," Bush said.
Raps Sdviet Anti-Semitism - e
He :called the Soviet Union's "mistreat-
ment" of Jews "the most grievous form of anti~ |
Semitism in the world today. " But he noted that. the
most unfortunate victims of Soviet anti-Semi fism
are those like Anatoly Shcharansky who “contin=
ved to languish in the Gulag." He said both he

of the European Foundation of the Anfi-DefqinuiEon
Ledgue of B'nai B'rith. Another specker was Miriam
Viterbi whose family was the only one of the 300
Jews that remained-in Assisi after the war,  *
Asilver ploque was presented fo the Jews' benes
factors, inscribed with the words,- "The Jews of ..~
Italy, in gratitude, 1943-82." Today, an Italian trans-
lation of "Assisi Underground," a fictionalized ac- ..
count of the period written by the lsraeli author
Al der Ramati, was pi d fo the village. Bice
Miglao, director of the .Rome Jewish Cb!'urul Center,
d do Nazi coi camps fo

azi
b e
ives of Assisi's schools.

and President Reagan have met with Shch ky's
wife, Avital, and promised fo do "everything we
can o alleviate her husband's plight."

Bush, a former U.S. Ambassador to the United
Nations, said one of his "greatest frustrations" at
the UN was the "utter inability of that body fo

Jews. | wish the UN wouldn't waste fime, talking
about the expulsionof-israel,;~because the United
States will never permit that, " and instead ad~

At a banquet last night, the young Jewish
leaders gave a standing ovation fo Sens. John
Heinz (R. Penn.) and Gary Hart (D. Col.) for
their opposition last year o the sale of AWACS
and other military equipment to Saudi. Arabia.
Herschel Blumberg, national ‘chairman of the UJA]
urged those attending the conference: fo "go back

ity

HONOR TOWNSPEOPLE OF ASSISI WHO

SAVED JEWS' DURIN G WORLD WAR 11

By Lisa Palmieri-Billig , - - N
5 ROME, March 15 (JTA) == Two days

of ceremonies opened in the mountain:village of

ed the lives of 300 Jews during World War 11
when, following ltaly's surrender, - the ing
German forces deported about 20 percent of talia
Jewry to death camps in Eastern Europe.  °

Assisi is the birthplace of St. Francis, whose
eighth centennial is also being. celebrated this
week .. Representatives of Italian Jewry and sur-
viving members of the - Jewish families who receiv=|*
cd-helter in the village which had no Jewish
population of its own, came there yesterday to
pay.tribute to the courage ot the villagers. -They
were joined by many present day residents and

the eventsof.nearly 40 years ago.

The "rescue of Jews-whossought refuge in
Assisi, beginning in the spring of 1943, was or= ",
ganized by Bishop Placido Nicolini, his brother.
Ruffino_Niacci, and Father Aldo Brunacci. Only
Father Brunacci is glive today and was on hand
for' the. ceremony.of thanks. But the entire popula-{
tion of the village collaborated in the rescue,*
including its fascist Mayor, Amaldo Fortini.

Jews were hidden in homes,. convents and mon~}
asteries. They were provided with false papers
identifying tKem as gujhnlic parishoners.. Some.

in Catholic ritual to appear authenfic. Jobs were

into :the community, unknown fo the German-oc~

k1

I3
" XGsisi has also/been honored by the Yad

Vashem:in Jerusalem. An avenue of trees|has been
planted in the Garden of 'I:he-Righieous. Al
SUITS INSTITUTED BY 2 RIGHTWINGERS -

"VIENNA, March 15 (JTA) == A rightwing poli-
tician who heads the National Democratic Party
(NPD).in Austrig is suing a local joumalist who

.- labeled*him a neo=Nazi for libel, Norbert Burger;

chairman of the NPD, who won about three percent

of the vote in the last'Presidential electioris, ob~

‘jects fo the term. : . .
The' joumalist, who described Burger as one of

- the most agile neo~fascist aci vists; demonstrated par=

allels between the NPD and the old Nazi Party.

He said he could prove his allegations. The trial was

adjoumned until May. i i
A'similar libel trial is underway in the province

of Carinthia where the Kaernmer Heimatdienst (KHD)s

a union of several ultra-nafionalist groups, is suing ~~

the' authors of a book, "The Exteme Right in Austria."

““fhe quthsrs-have offered to prove their charges against

the KHD which claims to have ‘more than 100,000
supporters. The targets'of the KHD are’ Yugoslavs
and Slovenes living in Austria rather than Jews.

g * ok

PARIS (JTA) == Interior Minister Gaston Deferre
Sunday night paid fribute fo Israel’s courage and
determination and said that President Francois Mi tter~.
rand's recent rip fo Israel is:"a symbolic gesture which

" has linked the two countries together for all times, "
_Deferre, who is also mayor of Marseilles, addressed

local community lecders after presenting-the City's

2. Chief Rabbi- Joseph Sitruk with the National Medal of

Meérit; -
* ko

o
“ TEL'AVIV (JTA) == The cost of living.index rose - .
by 5.7 percent during February, the:Cenfral Bureau

‘. of Stafistics announced Monday.- An analysis of the .

present monthly raté indicates that, if the.rate con=.. .
tinues ds so.far in recent mionths, the annual inflation

rate will be about 125 percent, well above the two-
figure inflation forecast by the Ministry of Finance,. .

* ok ke 2

- PARIS (JTA) == Several huridred people, includ~
ing the wife of former French Premier. Pieme . i+ . -
Mendes-France, demonstrated Sunday in front of the - -
“Soviet Consulate asking that Jewish Prisoner of Con-
science Anatoly Shcharansky be freed:: Among those -
who dsked to be received by ‘a Soviet representative

- was former. French Communist leader Jean: Elenstein;

and members of the French Scientific Committee for .

Soviet Jewry,

~
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" .dyring the AWACS debate. In l;is other remarks

. foday, Bush praised Premier Menachem Beginand |*

other Israeli leaders for "their determinafion to
move forward with the Sinai withdrawal,™ a step
- He acknowledged as being "painful and contro-
versial," I . .
The Vice President said the U.S. is firm in its
Oramizatt

r'de
ith

cupying forces. The villagers protected the Jews

at risk of their own lives until the fown was libér-
ated by Allied forces in June,.1944. Graziella Vit-
erbi Carucci, one of the* Jews who owed her life to
the people of Assisi spoke at the ceremonies yester~
day. So did Daniel Kropf of Trieste whose parents

position-on-the Palestine Liberati

"Unless and until- the PLO renounces terrorism and
recognizes lsrcel/$right to exist, we cannot and
will not negotiate with the PLO, " Bush said

Raps Soviet Anti-Semitism S

He called the Soviet Union's "mistreat

ment" of Jews "the most grievous form of anti~
Semitism in the world today." But he noted that the
most unfortunate victims of Soviét anti=Semitism
dre those like Anatoly Shcharansky who "contin=
ved to languish in the Gulag." He said both he
and President Reagan. have met with Shch k

.were among f1idse rescued. Kropf is vice chairman
of the European Foundation of the Anti~Defamation
- League of B'nai B'rith. Another spetker was Miriam

* Viterbi-whbse family was the onlyione of the 300 .
' - Jews that remained-in Assisi affer the war,
* . Asilver plaque was presented o the Jews' bene-
wfactors, ‘inscribed with the words, "The Jews of .
Italy, in gratitude, 1943-82." Today, an Italian trans-
latidon of "Assisi Underground,” a fictionalized ac=
count of the period written by the Iraeli author
Al der Ramati, was pre d fo the village . Bice
- Miglao, director of the Rome Jewish Cultural Center,
P d do tson Nazi ion camps' fo
ives of Assisi's schools.

wife, Avital, and promised fo do "everything we
can fo alleviate her husband's plight. "

Bush, a former U.S. Ambassador to the United
Nations, 'said one of his "greatest frustrations" at
the UN was the "utter inability of that body to
address itself fo the confinuing persecution of the

Jews, | wish the UN wouldn't waste time, talking[". -

about the. expulsion of Israel, because the United
States will never permit that, " and instedd ad-
dress itself fo "the real problems in the world."
At a banquet last night, the young Jewish
leaders gave a standing ovation fo Sens. John
Heinz (R. Penn.) and Gary Hart (D. Col.) for.
their :afposiﬁan last year to the sale of AWACS
and other military equipment to Saudi Arabia.

-~ Herschel Blumberg, natiopal chairman of the UJA,
urged those attending conferencesto "go back
.
HONOR TOWNSPEOPLE OF ASSIS| WHO,
SAVED JEWS DURING WORLD WAR ! .
By Lisa Palmieri-Billig B

ROME, March 15 (JTA) == Two days
of ceremonies opened in_the mountain village of
- ‘Assisi yesterday o honor the townspeople who sav-
ed the livesof 300 Jews during World War |1 .. *
when, following ltaly's s d
German forces deported a
_-Jewry to death campsin Eastern Ewrope.

Assisi is the birthplace of St. Francis, whose
eighth centennial is also being celebrated this
week. Representatives of Italian Jewry.and sur-
viving-members of the: Jewish famiilies who receiv-|
edsshelter in the village which had no Jewijsh
population of its own, came there yesterdy o

-+ pay tribute to the ‘courage ot the villagers. They
“were joined by many present day residents and,
by Catholic priests, monks and nuns'in recalling
* thé events of nearly 40 years ago.
The rescue of Jews who sought refuge in
" Assisi, beginning in the spring of 1943, was or=~
ganized by Bishop Placido Nicslini, his brother. -
Ruffino.Niatci, and Father Aldo Brunacci. Only.
‘Father Brunacci is alive foday and was on hand
for:the ceremony of thanks. But-the entire popula-
tion of .the village collaborated in the rescue,
. +including its fascist Mayor, Amaldo Fortini.

" "Jews were hidden in homes, convents and mon-|
asteries. They were provided with false papers
‘identifying H{em as Catholic parishoners. Some .
were. given clerical disguises and were instructed

in Catholic ritual fo.appear.authentic. Jobs were |.

found-for the refugees, enabling them to blend ..
into the community, 'unknown fo the: German oc- -

an: advocate for Isteel in your own communt

7 Ine o i g
bout 20 percenro{lltalia

" Assisi has also been honored by the Yad
Vashem in Jerusalem. AnavenueYof frees has been
planted in-the Gardeniof The Righteous.

* SUITS INSTITUTED BY 2 RIGHTWINGERS

.. VIENNA, March 15 (JTA) -- A rightwing poli-
tician who heads the National Democratic Party
(NPD) in Austria is suing a local journalist who
labeled him o neo=Nazi for libel. Norbert Burger,
chairman of the NPD, who won about three percent
of the vote in the. last Presidential elections, ob-
jects fo the term. g
The joumalist, who described Burger asone of
the most agile neo~fascist acfivists, demonstrated par-
allels between the NPD and the old Nazi Party.
He ‘said he could prove his allegations. The frial was
adjoumed until &my . : i .
g similar libel trial is underway in the province
of Carinthia where the Kaernner Heimatdienst (KHD)
- * a.union of several ulira-nationalist groups, is suing -~
the"authors of a book, "The Exteme Rightin Austria." -
The authors have offered fo prove their charges against
the KHD which claims to have more than\J00,000
supporters. The targets of the KHD are Yugoslavs
|=-—-and Slovenes living in Austria rather than Jews. .
: 5k

. PARIS (JTA) == Interior Minister Gaston Deferre
Sunday night paid fribute fo Irael's coyrage and
defermination and said that President-Francois Mitter—
rand’s recent frip -fo [srael is "a symbolic gesture which
has linked the two countries together for all times."
‘Deferre, who is also mayor of Mdrgeilles, addressed
local community leaders after presenting. the'city's
Chief Rabbi Joseph Sitruk with the National Medal of
Merit, & A ‘J z -

JEL AVIV (JTA) == The cost of living. index rose
by 5.7 percent during February, the Central Bureau:
of Stafistics announced Monday. An ‘analysis of the
present monthly rate indicates that if the rate con-
tinues as so far in recent months; 1‘2 annual . inflation
rate will be about 125 percent, well above the two= '
figure iqﬂuﬁon forecast by the Ministry of Financi

ok
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PARIS! (JTA) o2 Several hundred peoﬁle;, includ-”:
ing the wife of former French Premier Pierre :
Mendes-France, demonsirated Sunday in front of the,

. Soviet.Consulate ‘asking that Jewish Prisoner of Con:
y Shchcrarllsky be:freed. Amol

of
science ‘Anatol ng those:
who asked to_be rec y-a- p ive

“ was former French Communistleader Jean Elenstein;
and members of the French Scientific Committee:for,

Soviet Jewry., ;
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BEHIND THE HEADLINES . = .
ISRAEL'S QUIET CULTURAL REVOLUTION
By James Rice RO : T

CHICAGO, March 15 (JTA) ~="A veri-| .
table.cul fural revolution is taking place in de=
velopment towns throughout Israel. In these
areas, populafed by families largely from North
Africa, rEere was little or no knowledge of
Western culture. But all this is changing, accord-
ing fo' Yossi Frost, the director of Omanut La'am,
a joint project of Israel's Ministry of Education,
the American~Israel Cultural Foundation, and

- Y B .
o ‘. March 16, 1982
respond vigorously 1o any challenge of
Israel’s rights fo membership ‘in the United Nations, "
Moynihan was the-recipient of the "Freedom;
Award" of the Ndtional Council of Young Israel -
whose president, Harold Jacobs, ladded him as "the
woice of truth in a tower of lies" when Moynihan

" served as the U.S. Ambassador to the UN.
*; Beagan Urged To Dismiss Weinberger

Jacobs called upon President Reagan to ask
for Secretary of Defense Caspar Weinberger's resig-
nation on the grounds of elonflicfofjnieresf, as dem-

*the Association of Community Centers which is
sponsored by the American Jewish Joint Distri=
bution’Committee,.  * § .
Frost, who reported on this develop-~
ment at a recent meeting hosted-by-lsrael's Con-!
sul General for the Midwest, Emanuel Zippori,
said Omanut La'am has scheduled hundreds of vig~
_its to these communities by Israel's fop perform=
ers, including the Israel and Jerusalem Symphony’
Orchestras, Habima Theater, and leading artists
and sculpfors. These world-class artists, who per;
form on a volunteer basis, also take the time fo
explain carefully to their audiences the back~
ground of the works they are presenting. :
. The result is that art galleries are beiqg|
established in these remote areas, auditoriums
are filled to capacity for productions of Moliere
or-Shakespeare, or for perft Beethovi
Bach or Mozart, and most jmportant of all, the
adults, young people and children are leaming -

his y. anti-lsrael activities:

The Young Israel leader supported the Begin govern= .
ment's decision fo go through with Israel's withdrawal -
from Sinai next month because "our word is our bond.”
However, he also expressed some “second thoughts”
growing out of Egyptian Presidént Hosni‘Mubarak's re=
luctance to go to Jerusalem .and doubts about Egypt's
willingness o live up to its end of the Camp David
agreements.’ .

Senator Alfonse D 'Amato, (R. NY) was hon-

. ored.by the National Council of Young Israel with

the "Humanitarian Award," and praised\by Young
Israel leaders for his courage uncreffec veness in
fighting for humanitarian causes and the interests of
eace and democracy in the Middle Eastin ‘the de=
‘fense of Israel, . j e

FORD OFFERS TO MEET WITH ARAFAT, .,

- WASHINGTON, March 15 (JTA) == Forini;r' ek
President G(t\aruh‘l Ford-has offered to meet Palestine

music, dramaand the plastic. arts, Buses often
take residents from the development areas to visi R
museums in Tel Aviv, Jerusalem and|Haifa.

In a reverse process, ‘Frost pointed out,
the tradi tional music, dance and art'of Jews from|
Islamic lands.are now being demonstrated for. the
Ashkenazic population. : :

Remarkable Relationships : :
: As an example of the remarkable rela~
tionship between the development wns and art~
ists from major cities, four hours after the news

came of a Palestine Liberation Organization

bombing of Kiryat Shemona, a’group of actors
arrived fo perform‘in the bomb shelfers to demon-|
strate their solidarity and to boost the morale
of the residents. .
0 TheMusic Foundation of Chicago, spon
sored by Robert and Marry Ann_ Asher of Chicago,|

have backed up all these. programs through a
summer youth camp where teenagers from-the
development fowns.have a concentrated I4~hour=

a=~day exposure to fop drama, music and art
instructors. : o
" The enthusiastic response of the young=
sters clearly demonsirates that the cultural gap
which has so long separated whatis sometimes "
known as the "two Israels" can’ be overcome.

"MOYNIHAN CALLS ON'U.S. TO: - - !
QUIT.UN IF.ISRAEL IS SUSPEN DED

NEW YORK, ‘March 15 (JTA) == 'S
tor Daniel-Moynihan (D.‘,NY) called upon’
U.S. o declare its intention to "suspend parti
ﬁ:ﬁon in the General Assembly" and "o with="

Id its assessed confribution fo ‘the Unifed Nat=
ions! if Israel is "expelled, suspended;.denied
credentials or in pny other way.or manner denied
tights and privileges in the General Assambly. "

Vi Addressing over 1300 leaders of the

. Young Israel movement at its 70th Anniversary
.. national. dinfiér:in Manhattan last night, Moyni-
_han emphasized, "We must make it clear that the

ena-~

L ization chief Yasir Arafat as a
Mprivate citizen" to further PLO participation in'the
hfidd!e East peace process.. Ford, on a business.frip
to. Kuwait, reportedly made the offer at‘an‘impromptu
Eress conference there yesterday. He said Arafat would
-have fo "recognize that any such meeting would mean
dn admission on his part that Israel would be recog=
nized by him and his people. " ‘

. Ford made it clear that he was speaking for
himself and that he would not be representing the

" U.S. government should he meet with Arafat, He

reiferated his belief that the PLO "should participate
in any future negotiations” for a.comprehensive -
peace in‘the Middle East, Ford, and former President. -
Jimmy' Carter expressed the same view fo reporters: .
last October after dtfending -the funeral of President
Anwar Sadat of Egypt in Cairo. ’

.+« ISRAELI MK ALSO"WOULD MEET ARAFAT

VIENNA, March 15 (JTA).—- Yossi Sarid, a
Labor MK ‘and one of the leading doves in.Israel's

;- parliament, ‘reiterated here' that he was prepared to

meet with PLO chief Yasir ‘Arafat if Arafat showed
any signs that he was willing ‘to participate in a
dialogue. "Unfortunately, | have not received any g
sign from the PLO indicating they are willing ‘o talk é
to'me. If Arafat showed his readiness, | could not =%
ignore such a sign," Sarid'said in an inferview pub- .’
lished in the Socialist daily Arbeiterzeitung. -
The Israeli Laborite, who was here last week fo
address the Socialist Party's Political ‘Institute, first
expressed his willingness 1o meetwith Arafat after

" Issam:Sartawi, the PLO representative in Europe,

said last January that the Palestinians were willing fo
open talks with peace=loving Jews, Sartawi's state=.-

-+ ment;: published in the Paris daily Le‘Monde, was

fiercely criticized in the Arab wdrld.

In his interview here, Sarid stressed that peace
in the Middle East could'be achieved only through' /= -
direct talks between' Israel and the PLO, He said’ " """
former Defense: Minister-Ezer-Weizman had made ‘g
similar statement recently. - i



