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MITTERRAND TELLS KNESSET THAT ISRAEL
i HAS A RIGHTO.LIVE, BUT THIS RIGHT

By David Landau. .

Francois Mitterrand fold the Knesset foday that the
position of France in the Middle Edst is predicated
on Israel's fundamental “right to live" butitis-
a right, he declared, which cannot be denied to
the Palestinians. They cannot be expecfed fo give
up this right, he asserted.

~ Mitterrand's address fo the Knesset, the
highlight of his three~day visit to Israel which
began yesterday, summarized both the point of his
trip here and the course his Socialist govemment
can be expected to follow in the Middle East.
He came fo Israel fo end the coolness, often bor-

dering on hostility, which had characterized Francor

Israeli relations during the
de Gaulle and his successors.

. At the same fime, he emphasized that while|
France does not presume fo preach fo the nations of’
the Middle East,which must work out their own solu:
tion, he believes the Palestinians must be given a' -
homeland. (See related story P. 3.)

Begin Offers Lengthy Response :

« . Premier Ménachem Begin offered a lengthy,|
emotional response . There is now a "basis for hope
that under Mitterrand the strains between France
and Isroel. would end. "But there are obstacles. ..

* chief among them France's support for a Palestin-
ian state," Begin declared.. .- - .

_ He followed that statement with a bitter,
scathing attack on Mitterrand's Foreign Minister,
Claude Cheyson ~- who is accompanying the
President in Israel -~ for having said on recent
visits fo Arab countries that he. viewed the Pales~
tine Liberation Organization as the wle legitil

ive of the Palestinian people.
The Mitterrand=Begin exchange during the
packed festive special session of the Knesset foday

of Charlg

echoed the differences expressed by the two leaders

in their private conversation yesterday, shortly
after Mitterrand-arrived in Jerusalem. Despife
claims by Israeli spok that Begin's
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of Israel’s posiﬁonrs had left the French leader "very
impressed, " informed French surces insisted that
Mitterrand, in his questions and remarks during thei
meeting, made clear fo Begin hisown belief that th
y proposal for the ‘Palestinians, ady d’b)
Israel, was "a non-starter;mainly because the
* West Bank and Gaza popolations rejected it.

SharpDifferences No Surprise

But the éharp differencasAbelween‘Miﬁerrcn"

and his host over. the Palestinian issue came as no.sy
prise to either leader and were not allowed to'mar
the historic significance of the occasion . Mitter=
rand s, the first French chief of state ever fo visit
Israel.’ Although he has been in Isrcel several times
in the pdst, it was not in the capacity of - President|
of France. He is regarded as a strong,"sincere:.

friend of the Jewish State.,

“fo being helpful in‘its solution, he said:2:"":

P

As he declared in'his Knesset speech, "Thet.
time has come after a too-long absence" for the dia-
logue to be resumed at the highest levels. After a=
period of "alienation, " the two countries "must
start - afresh, " he said. =

Begin concurred, asserting that Mitterrand's .
visit' marked an end fo the period of "unilateral
love* of France on Israel's part which was hot
reciprocated by Paris,

. Mitterrand spoke o the Knesset in French, with
simultaneous translation into Hebrew: To many
observers, his speech recalled the historic address :

“of the late Egyptian President Anwar Sadat fo the

Knesset in:November, 1977, Today, as then, :
there was an outpouring of warmth'for the man coup-
led with deep-seated reservations over the solutions
he proposed. . - : ;
Mitterrand insisted that the Palestinians must be
entitled to decide their own fate, provided that : -
they respect the rights of Sthers:(Israel)'and aban=;
don violence in favor of dialogue.He said France :
did not intend "fo come in place of the natfions . ..
involved".in.the conflict or fo preach or.praise or ;
condemn. But France is certainly one of those i
states which, because: of her statys and historical |
ties fo.the region and friendship wi th its peoples; 1
soughf o studythe: core of the dispute with a view:

Stresses Unwavering Friendship.For Israel:

Mitterrand stressed his unwavering friendship
fo Israel throughout his career and his sympa o
for its aspirations. He observed that.thgre wasno | .«
inconsistency in his positions. He supported the = .i.
Camp David accords in 1977, opposed the Europearf
Community's Venice declaration in 1980 which sought
an "impracticable” solution. In 1981, as Presidént,.

“he was determined fo end any French wmﬁiiun’ce y

with the Arab boycott.of Israel. In 1982, he. supports
French participation in.the Sinai peacekeeping force.
His visit fo Israel is another link in-the change
of France's attitude, Mitterrand said. Noting that:
he spoke’ "in_the: same language" fo- all the parties,
he declared: "That is why 1 am proposing a ﬁoma—
land for the West Bank and Gaza people ... Because
they cannot be asked o forgo that. right.” He - -
urged, in effect, mutual recognition Ey Israel and ‘the
PalesﬁniunsL He-added 'h;\f it was not-for: him to
fetermine who rep d the.Palestini :
The PLO ‘could hardly-demand a place at the neg-
ofiating table while continuing to oppose lsrael's: |

. right to exist, he said. He spoke against "unilaferal

actions" and "pre~determination of borders, " an :
PF f to Israel’s ion of 1 i
Golan Heights last December.: He recaed that
when Sadat came: to Jerusalem in°1977, Begin him=
self had declaréd that everything was negotiable. :
Mitterrand wamed  that if the Palestinian problem
remained unresolved, disaster.could overtake the

L

region because the superpowers naturally looked hﬁ,— B

ard areas of instability and strife for opporfunities to
wield theirown strength and influence ‘and. could -
thus frigger.a world conflicts i ;2

With respect o, Jerusalem, the FrenchsPresident -

noted that in-Hebrew the name meant city.of: peace ,




. will surely strive for.a renewal of the friendship
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‘" His hope, he said, was that "one ddy all
disunited brothers will come together in: this ..
city." He closed his address in-Hebrew, wishing
long life to Isreel and all nations of the areq, ‘an
"Shalom." . : .

Begin Sees Basjs For Héee

Begin opened his

B i

“ians t Ives, But thess fiffe neednot.:
cause "ashort=circuit in. the dialogue” with Mit~
- terrand, a dialogue which Israeli Socialists have
participated in for years, he said. Al
Peres outlined the Labor Party's program, which

‘includes a desire not o rule over another nation
and ot to ewolve. into a.binational state which

would lead fo.

P =P n

Hebrew which was translated into French == with
a- lengtfiydiscourse on the Dreyfus affair which, |
he said came to be regarded by Jews and Zion=
ists-as'an epic sfruggle between the forces of goo'd:
and evil in France . Had Mitterrand ‘béén alive
then, he would surely have "marched alongside’
Zola'and Clemenceau" in that fight. :

He traced the ups and downs of French-Jew:
‘ish relationships, dwelling on the "black days"
of the Vichy regime ‘during World War Il and the *
prolonged freeze that followed the Six~Day War.
Now there is "a basis for  hope" that under Mit—
terrand-"the situation will be fundamentally
¢h d"-for he was a | . friend "and he

g-ti
and alliance, " Begin said. ’
But the Israeli Premier dwelt at length

on

“"Tell your people, " Peres said dddressing
Mitterrand, "that we are by no means indifferent to

- the fate of the Palestinians .. Butthey, o0, must

find an honorable compromise . .." He urged the: : .-
Jordanians and the West Bank-and Gaza inhabi tants ¥
to join the peace talks. He said Mitterrand's visit, "7~
hopefully, would open a “new page" in France's
rel’::ﬁonship with Isael. It is no ordinary diplomatic
act but perhaps "a return 1o the golden days," Peres
said. ' ’
ARMY CONTINUES TO REMOVE ILLEGAL
SQUATTERS. FROM NORTHERN SINAI
By Hugh Orgel B i
TEL AVIV, March 4 (JTA) ~= The amy continued
its forcible removaltof illegal squatters from villages
in northern Sinai foday. The militants, who i&:e :

the "obstacle" -= French support for a Palest ;
state == and passionately defended Israel's offer  ;
of autonomy. fo the Palestinians which Mi tterrand -
had characterized as a dead end. . i

Wamns Against A Palestinian State

" ask, what is wrong with the proposal for !
full autonomy?" Begin'said. He enumerated the
areas:of civic responsibility which the Israeli +
plan- would confer on the Palestinians of the West !
Bank and Gaza Strip. Under.this.plan, he de=..
clared, they would enjoy. self=rule-such as the
never had under TﬁrkisL, British; Jordanian or
Egyptian governance . ’ :

He wamed that a Palestinian state’ posed
a mortal danger "to our existence” as itwould be |-
a Soviet satellite with Russion cannons and rock-

B

.. efs in possession of the. PLO. "Will France,

“ our déar friend, President Francois Mitterrand."

national . Mitterrand, Peres said, was not locked

| the Labor leader called o disaster for. the Palestint-

+ thetorical questions which, he

champion of justice, support this proposal that
threatens our elimination?" Begin asked.:
! He maintained that there was neithe
fice nor symmetry"” in the idea that the Palestin~
ians should have a state because the Jews have on
There are 2| sovereign’ Arab states over 12°million
square kilometers.. Do 'we need a'22nd that will
seek to.spill-our blood day and night?" he
thundered. i !

Begin said he was deliberately asking
hoped, wauld
"echo in the French Parliament, in the:medig, in

the press and in the Elysee Palace, residence o

The Premier added that "our faith is that justice
will triumph" and the "obstacles will be removed
from ‘the friendship between France ond Israel
that is o very dear fo us."

Peres‘R‘eﬁnds To Mitterrand. *

Als responding to Mitterrand in-the Knes=
sqb:’vus Shimon Peres, leader of the opposition
Labor Alignment, a close friend of the French
President and a comrade in‘the Socialist Inter=

into any particolar:solution:for the Middle East :+
and knew, moreover, that @ one=step solution.
was unrealistic. Ly % e
There were differences; of course, Peres
acknowledged, over. the: PLO,-for example, whic

. Ortho

by their pr fo_prevent the go t-from
carrying out its final withdraw! from Sinai April 25,
offered only passive resistance. The soldiers, un= :
armed, carried the protestors bodily to waiting buses
for transportation out of the area.. - G
-.+At dawn today,- 22 families coniprising some 50
men, women and children, were removed from barri~
~‘caded huts at Talmei Yosef, a settlement inland from °
Yamit which lies on the coast.: The families, all
dox Jews, were allowed to complete their
morning. prayers and were.physically removed “only
after.they refused to leave voluntarily, =~
Later in the day, three. families were evacuated
in a similar menner from Mooz Hayam and 12 from
Nir Avraham. Many of the squatters are members of
Kach;. an'ultra=nationglist movement headed bK
Rabbi M€ir Kahane . Kahdnie, who has established
himself in Yamit, complained today that the’
squatters reacted "too gently" fo the army.:
- Although' the removal operation has proceeded
without incident so' far, many of those evacuated-
told reporters that they would re~infilfrate Sinai

... after they are released by the authorities, Several

score militants were said fo have evaded roadblocks

and entered Yamit lcsrrnighf._ .

JDC LEADERS SAY POLISH GOVERNMENT.
TO COMBAT ANTI-SEMITISM '
By David Landau e

JERUSALEM, March 4 (JTA) <= Poland's Deputy
Prime Minister Miecyzlaw Rakowsky and Religi
Affairs Minister Jerzy Kubersky' have pledged their
govemment's efforfs fo combat any outbreaks of anti-
Semitism in their country, it was reported
day by American Joint. Distribution: Committee prési=
dent Henry Taub and JDC execufive vice president
Ralph Goldman, They said the two' Palish officials
told them during their visit to Poland:last week that—
"the welfare of the Jewish community is our concem
and that ofall Polish citizens." %

Taub.and ‘Goldman held a press_conference tore=
port on the reopening of direct J DC efforts fo.aid -
Poland's estimated 6,000 Jews after a 4~year break. :
Th ct aid program was cut off following the
ay War., The JDC leaders said nearly 2,000 -
Polish Jews, most of them: aged,” subsist on IbC aid
and indicated that the martial fow regime was co=
operating with the JDC in:its work.. ‘Taub 77 .
said: he felt that Jews.in Poland were not suffering. -

here yester-




.

- he stressed that there are no pending

l gufres that the Departments of Commerce and State
issue o list of countries annually which support

- for military purposes, the statement said. Fischer

*for mi}itury,rurposes,w,hile, Libya has "repeatedly
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more from anti=Semitism today than before
sed on the country last Dec-|.

martial law was im
ember. He and Goldman said the Polish leader~
ship had also promised efforts to encourage "cul-
tural" life for the. country's Jews. The govem-=
ment was making plafis.to mark officially the
40th-anniversary of, the Warsaw Ghetfo uprising
this year and thére Would be govemment efforts fol

rehabilitate ancient Jewish synagdgués in Warsaw | .

and Lodz, the JDC officials said.
They reported that the JDC was able

to send info"Poland, for Jews there, 925 aid packr

ages via Frankfurt during January and anothér 925|
packages were scheduled shortly fo go to Jews
in Kattowice and Wroclaw. The JDC officials

- said this aid'was financed by Jewish communities
in'Westem Europe .

REAGAN "ADMINISTRATION WILL NO
LONGER BAR SYRIA, SOUTH YEMEN FROM
BUYING U.S. CIVILIAN AIRCRAFT

By David Friedman

* WASHINGTON, Mgrch'4 (JTA) - The
Reagan Administration announced foday that it -
will no longer bar Syria and South Yemen from
«buying civilian aircraft from the ULS. even though
the two countries:are still on the list of four natior]
the U.S. considers fo be supporters of internation=|
al terrorism.,
However,
that the planes will not. be-used for military pur-
poses, State Department sfokesman Dean Fischer |

any sale must include assurance:

s

said. The sale would apply only to aircraft fo be | "

used on “'scheduled civil airlines" in the two coun
tries, Fischer added. He acknowledged that the
civilian dirlines in both countries are owned by
their respective'govemments. At the same time,

triess for il fonal terrorism confil un—

abated. " The statement added that the decision "sim=, *

ply reflects” the Adinistration's-view that "there
is no link between international terrorism and the
sale of civil aircraft to legitimate ciyil-end users. "

BEGIN AND MITTERRAN D EXPRESS DEEP
DIFFERENCES ON THE ISSUES OF
THE PALESTINIANS AND AUTONOMY
By Hugh Orgel

JERUSALEM, March 4 {JTA) == Neither Premier
Menachem Begin nor President Francois Mitferrand
of France broke new ground in their joint press confer-
ence here today, following their appearances in the
Knesset. But their replies to-questions by lIsraeli and
French correspondents disclosed very deep differences
on the.issues of a solution to the Pu{esﬁniun question
and autonomy on the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Replying o questions about Palesti Liberati
Organization leader Yasir Arafat, ‘Mitterrand said
that, like anybody else, he wos entitled fo visit
France but that Mitterrand, as President of France,
would not receive him for negotiations.

Asked about his reacﬁor;s}:o Be%)in's views and

of the P ini

proach to the quest 'y
. Mitterrand said he had known of Begin's approach :

before ; but was interested ‘o hear at close .
quarters the passion and enthusiasm with which Begin
expounded his feeling. . e
"There are basic differences between vs; and as.
there:hbs been a public discussion 1 have answered

*in as/frank o manner as possible, within the: bounds ..
‘of diplomacy," Mitterrand said. 7

Begin intervened'fo say that he had “not criti=
cized French Foreign Minister Claude Cheysson
(about his remarks during a recent visit fo Arab coun=:
tries) but merely quoted him. Begin said the question
of a Palestinian state was not for anybody else fo dis=

t
Eors:l either country o purchase such planes in'the
+ "This def while it elimi
confrols over such sales based op ferrorism criter~
ia, in'no way alters existing controls on such
sales based on’ (U.S.) national security criteria,!
Fischer said, reading ‘a prepared statement; The *
State Department, only this week, announced that
Syria and South-Yemen,:along with Libya are still
on the list of countries that'aid terrorism, iraq,
(ejvgr, was removed from the list and replaced by
obas ' . ;

Request Would Be Reviewed
The 1979 Export Admiristration Act re~

terrorism and therefore cannot be sold certain
material and equipment. The statement read by

. Fischer today stressed that ¥f either Syridor South |-

Yemen asked to-buy civil aircraft here, the reques
"would continue fo be reviewed carefully. in the
light of national security criferia.and, if found fo
be contiary fo our national security, would be
denjed.” . ¢ b e SRR
Onié element that would be considered” .
would be assurances that the planes not be.used
said that Syria: and South Yemen have never diverh
ed planes used for their:scheduled air service' .. .

disregarded" such assurances.

The stafement stressed that the decision
announced today"does not constitute either .
a softening of the Administration’s fight ogainst -
terrorism

or a gesture: toward Syria and South |

Yemen: Our concem with the support of these two

cuss as it was a matter of life and death:for Israel.
Mitterrand noted that a dialogue with ‘the Prime
Minister was "always useful, " indicating that he had
not been fully convinced by Begin on either hjs
pproach fo the Palestinian question or to
Begin remarked: "I tried whole-heartedly’to
convince him." ¢ .
Other points covered by Mitterrand included a
statement that France would not supply. uranium fo
any country which might use.it for military purposes.
But de'tails of any sales would be discussed on.a
technical level. * :
Mitterrand said he had not rejecfed the: European
Economic Community's 1980 Venice Declaration:in-
its entirety but felt that.more thought should have : :
been paid original ly-to some of the points it covered.
tion included a call for the PLO fo-be.
associated with the Midedst peace process..: :
Mitterrand said that a three-dayvisit was not
enough fo solve ol | problems, and that-further-dis=
cussions would be held. But fie did'not reply dir-
ecHly to a question whettier.he was inviting Begin to -
visit Paris. i :

y K s

WASHIN GTON (JTA) == The House, by a unani~
mous387-0-vote adopted a resolution this.week cal=
iling on'the Soviet Union fo allow Jews there o emi-
grate and o practice their religion freely, andalso
called for ‘the.end of “indiscriminate arrests and s
trials of Jewish activists" and an end fo the "assaulfs -
on’ Jewish self-study groups. " The resolution urged
President Reagan fo_reiterate fo the Soviet govern=
ment the United States' strong opposifion fo-the. -
harassment of -Jews in the Soviet Union.
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. ORTHODOX RABBIS URGE CONSUMERS OF
KOSHER-FOR-PASSOVER PRODUCTS TO
PROTEST PRE-HOLIDAY PRICE BOOSTS
By Ben Gallob

) NEW:YORK, March 4 (JTA) =~ Alarmed|
by the consistent annual pre-toliday rise in the
prices of kosher~for-Passover products, the Rabbi-]
nical Alliance of Ameri¢a; an association of |-
Orthodox rabbis, annoyriced woday a nation-wide.
project to seek to K‘l;suude observBnt consumers tof

" profest such price boosts at the stores where they
H

Rabbi: Abraham - Hecht, president of the
Orthodox rabbinical group, said a letter has been
sent fo each of the organization's 500 pulpit rabbik-
asking them'fo become actively involved-in the
campaign. He fold the Jewish Telegraphic
Agency that each member rabbi is being asked o
publici. ign in his se bulletin
and to impress on congregan's the need fo resist
the price boosts. g

* Hecht said the spiritual leaders of the

Jewish community "are duty~bound fo control the

spiraling,- exorbitant pricing policies of the manu-.

facturers and distributors of kosher foods, meats
and poultry.” He added that "there appears o be
an insafiable desire," especially during "the

Passover season, " onthe part of manufacturers

and retailers "fo.grab as much money" as they

can "from the captive Jewish community wishing
to observe the stringent laws: of kashruth on

Passover." 2 . i

«  Hecht told the JTA that approaches had |
been made o the major manufacturers of matzoh
and all had responded with "a polite rebuff."

e Hecht said he had discussed the problem
with Rabbi Isaac Trainin, director of the commis-
sion on synagogue relations of the Federation of |
Jewish Philonthropies. Hecht said the commission
arranged a meeting for discussion of the'price probt
lem with manufacturers "ardexactly one, company:,
representative showed up, " i A

: Hecht noted that the basis for Federation
participation.was the fact that the Federation's
purchasing department annually buys Passover
supplies for more than 100 of its institutions, as -
well as kosher prodycts the rest of ‘the year. P

"There is hardly any excuse for these
exaggerated prices; since neither the price of pro~]
duction nor supervision for Passover actually impost
es-any frue hardships on the producer which he .
cannot absorb with no great financial sacrifice,
Hecht'said.
Raps The 'Unholy Triumvirate' - i

: He explained the thrust.of the project:

. by declaring that "the distributors and retailers -
must be warned by ‘the educated Jewish consumers
that they will refuse to accede to_the financial, rip

£

|- this

in line would help the Jewish family to observe the
laws of kashruth without the financial pressure stem~
ming from-seasonally higher. prices.
/ Hecht said the Rabbinical Alliance had made a
- small=scale effort in the spring of 198! to fight the
d and vealized price ircredses. The effort.:
ar, he.said, .is mich more intensive and will
statt of a year-around campaign fo induce
s fo profest ble:kosher product *

be

prices.

PLO COMMISSIONS 'NATIONAL
ANTHEM' BY GREEK COMPOSER

NEW YORK, March 4 (JTA) -- Mikis Theodorakis,

.. the well~known composer of the scores for the films"

"Zorba the Greek" and "Z,"has written a "Pglestin=
ian nafional anthem, " produced:at the request of Pales-
tine Liberation Organization chief Yasir Arafat, the
World Jewish Congress reported today . .

The report of this development originates from a

ifored ! "Tunis-Afrique Presse” (TAP)
early this week. According to the broadcast, Theodor~
akis arrived in Beirut last week on an official visit

banon having been invited by both the Lebanese

Tourism Minister and the PLO. Reportedly, Arafat
hdd requeisted the Greek musician fo produce a Pales-

- tinian nationatanthem during the visitof the PLO ™ 7. "

leader in Greece at the end of last year. The TAP
‘report stated that Theodorakis had.arrived in' Beirut to
present his finished work .

-afat's visit to Greece came in the aftermath of

the Greek elections which swept Andreas Papandreou

" - and'his party,to power, Theodorakis is @ member of

Parliament iri the fiew govemment. K

In 1971 he and a group of musicians whomhe had
organized toured Israeli cities where they gave con=
certs.. A number of songs he composed were then
popular in Israel- where he.and his group received ova~

tions for their staunch opposition to the thén militarist "

govemment of Col., George Papadopoulos: Theodorakis
who had been imprisoned by the govemment, was per-
mitted to leave in 1970 following world-wide pressure.

U.S. REMOVES IRAQ FROM COUNTRIES
1T LISTS AS'SUPPORTING TERRORISM
By David Friedman o

WASHINGTON, March 4 (JTA) =~ The Reagan
Adnministration hds removed Iraq from the countries it
IiS's asa " i it 1 i " md
replaced it wi

Pl

°
ith Cuba. The other three countries on the

list, required by the Export Administration Actof 1979,

remain the same=Syria, Libya and South.Yemen.

The State Department said that it and the Depart-
ment of Commerce, in‘making ‘their-annual review of
which countries 'frePeaIedly provide support for inter-
national ferrorism, " found that Iroq's record in 1981
"did not warrant its continued inclusion on the list." -

However, the Department stressed that Iraq's - .

_removal from the: list doesnot mean the U.S. plans
to sell arms to. that country. "We have no plans to
blish a military supply relationship with'Iraq,"

ted by the unholy friumvirate of
producers, distributors and retailers."
Rabbinical Alliance rabbis are being -
urged:in the" Alliance létter to advise their congre
gants.and communities "fo use more fresh fruits
and vegetables during the Passover holiday and fo
- refuse fo purchase any canned or bottled foods
or juices,.meats, fish and poultry which are over-
priced because of Pesach." ; I
- Hecht said he felt confident that "commor
sense will finally prevail among the manufacturers,|
wholesalers and retailers of Kosher~for-Passover ‘<
foods and beverages, meats, fish and poultry." He |
‘said that restraint in.holdingdosher pmoduct prices

the Department said. "It has been our policy since
the beginning of the Irag=lran conflict not
military equipment o either side."
The Department added that it.is continuing to
+ block the sale of General Electric engines for.Iraq's: :
Italian built frigates since’ this could contribute to
Iraq's "war-making potential ." .

* Kk

NEW YORK (JTA) == GreaterNew .York UJA-
Federation Project Renewal Committee leaders left
Thursday on a.10-day mission' to Israel fo help speed
delivery of ocial welfare, housing and educational
services'to. the 15,000 residents of Hatikvah, Tel
Aviv, one of the distressed areas in Israel.

fo supply &




