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By David Friedman " [

. WASHINGTON, April 8 (JTA) == A bi~parti-
.5an group of about 80 Congressman urged the Rea=
gan Administration to.review. its decision to sell
. Saudi Arabid additional fuel tanks and Sidewinder
air-fo=air missiles for the 62:F~I5-et fighters the .
Saudis have purchated from the U.S, They also

* - crificized the Administration's plans to provide
the Saudis with advanced oeriaglnnlllgence sys=
foms == AWACS,.. .- *

Rep. James Blanchard (D. Mich.) who, alo
with Rep. Jack Kemp (R. NY), led the move on the
House floor yesterday, called the proposed sales
"foolish and ili~timed." He said they would "cond
stitute a serious new escalation of ams" in
Middle East dnd would "ultimately place a much
greater.security burden on our oldest and staunch-
est ally in the region, the State of Israel."

Warns OFf Jeopardizing U.S. Interests

Blanchard noted further that the sale "repre~
sents yet another attempt fo court friendship with
other nations. through the sale of highly sophisti-
cated military weapons.” He pointed out that "The|
presence of such sophisticated weapons" in Saudi
Arabia which has.infernal security problems "could
jeopardize U.S, strategic. interests and those of
. our established allies if those weapons fell into
e-wrong hands., " . . .
. Kemp said the AWACS should_not.be-allowed
~~to get out of American hands in Saudi Arabia. How
ever, he said he would not be opposed to the sale
of other equipment to-enhance the capabilities of
the Saudi F=I5s if the U.S. would get something .
in'return,. such as Saudi support of the Camp David
agreements.
Blanchard
the, sula‘qf the

g

155 when it was proposed by
Carter Ad ion in 1978, M w':f
that we were. not farﬁrg any assurances from the
“ Saudis of their.willingness to play.a role in the
peace process,: Unfortunately, in the past two

F&innd out that when he had 'mw-d

years we have received very.little.in return for the| ..

FelBs, o

He noted that the Saudis have'not su‘pporte(li the -

Camp David process;: have called for.a holy war:
ugaim”lsm'urdurirg»tha recentiIslamic summit.
conference and:"continue to provide massive ‘am=
ounts of funding for the Palestine Liberation Organ|
zation." Blanchard added that b{ giving: the-Saudis
advanced weapons, Israel would have to.increase
its.military. budget at a time when it already spend:
he |, product on de-

ABOR PARTY WINS 63:6% IN HISTADRUT : -
ELECTIONS WHILE LIKUD POLLED 25.8% -

i By Hugh Orge Tl

(e

TEL-AVIV, - April 8 (JTA) == The Labor Party,
which won 63,6 percent of the votes cast in-yes<::
terday's Histadrut elections, hailed its.impressive’
victory today as a précursor of the results of
Knesset elections 1o be held June 30, But Likud
also ‘claimed. victory although: it polled-only 25.8
percent of the votes, down 2.3 percent-from its

showing in the last Histadrut elections four; years ago.

The returns announceéd. this morning‘were incom=
plete and the final results will be known only after
the ballots cast by soldiers and others in transit are
counted, probably not unfil next week.

Likud besed its claim of victory, and. predicted
triumph on June 30 on the basis of the lower than
usual voter tumout yesterday . Only about 58 per= -
cent of the 1,5 million eligible voters-bothered . .
to cast ballots in the contest for Jeadership of the
trode union federation,

Likud spok this was
because Labor. hod made an all=out effort.to bring <.
out the vote. They said those who stayed away from
the polls plus non-members of Histadrut would hel|
Likud to victory in June. Labor spokesmen exud
confidence in a June victory on the basis of the
6.5 percenf gain by the Labor slate yesterday com-

ared to the 1977 Histadrut election results; ‘while
[ikud registered a loss.;

ded s

union e
contest. Some said yesterday that if Likud could
maintain or increase its 1977 standing in the Labor=
dominated. Histadrut it stood a good chance ‘of de~
feating Labor. in June. This did not materialize but
some experts were saying today that no direct com=
parison can be drawn between the Histradrut and the
Knesset elections because in the former, the maj-
ority of vofers are Labor supporters and the issues
are different.

Al DIVIDED, MAY'LOSE
E 5

HE UPCOMING KNESSET ELECTIONS
By David Landau | )
JERUSALEM, April 8 (JTA) =~ With less than
three mapths’ left before ‘June 30:Knesset elec~
tions, the: Nadtional Religious Party is sharply divided
and faces the possible defection of an important .
part of:its i dia is

. The X
the possible deparhire: from the NRP.of i

most.
voci férous hawk; Rabbi Haim Druckman;a.leading
. chumpion:of the Gush Emunim.| o
Druckman has demanded at-least thres: "safe”

“:seats on the NRP's:Knesset list for party members who,
share his views and:a.Cabinet-portfolio f
E ﬂLw NRP joins:a:future  coalition

or himself if
Eovurnmsnf.j‘He as

the party if his demands-are - not
nifor election.on a rightwing religious

Manr politicians consider the quadrennial trade
lections.a dress-rehearsal-for-the-Knesset

PP &5
Hammer, <
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News Bulletin

Yosef Burg
Burg's Lamif x fis
jecting. Druckmah's ultimatum. The latter ac=
cused Burg. of being, "out of touch" with the

's grass roofs supporters, o i
ylflg)ruckmun |g:v‘:, he will take with:him
Yosef Shapiro,’ the Mizrachi representative on
the -Jewi:r Agency Executive, and a number of
,other Gush Emunim sympathizers, Political pundi
believe that a new. religious list headed by Druc!
man would: attract voters who otherwise might be
inclined to support the ultra=nationalist but secu
lar Tehiya faction headed by:Geula Cohen. But

5000
ly this
1 ing. in
7'the Crown Heights ! ssing of
.| “the Sun, The blessing was'delivere Lubavit= |
cher Rebbe, Menachem:Schneersor ged men
 the blessing and encour-"*

and women to:participate. |
.- aged child Pod VK "

todo

He'dlso asked that

everyone contri ? of;their.choice affer
. the blessing., king in 'sh,_‘Sgh'nel_upn saids
o "Where world takes the existence ‘of the

sun’(as well as all physical matters) as.mere natural
phenomenon, we as Jews proclaim publicly that itis a
continuous re-enactment of the original work of crea~
tion. Consequently, 'hlsalﬂso reaffims the Jews'

the NRP'could be expected to suffer, too, par=-
.- ticylarly if the Burg and Hammer. factions clash.
over: the issue of Druckman's demands.

L
By Adena Berkowitz

NEW YORK, April 8 (JTA) -- A unique re-|
Itgious:ritual which is rarely observed was marked
early this morning when mére than 700 people
gathered in mid-Manhattan and in Brooklyn to
cel(;brdte Birchat Hachamah (The Blessing of the
Sun), " w i .

* 7 According to Jewish tradition, this ceremon
takes place every 28 years to mark the time whe)
the sun retuns to the original position it held at
the time the world was created. The liturgy for

“this event Is quite unique, focusing upon ﬁ\e
acknowledgement. of God as creator and admon=
ishing the world to remember that all of the
beauties of the world emanate from one creative
source,

- The gathering in Manhattan, which begdn

at-5,am, was kield on the 86th floor, the obser-
E vation deck; of the Empire State Building. The

ceremony was led by Rabbi Zalman Schachfer, a

.- noted-authority on Jewish mysticism and professof

of religion at Temple University. in Philadelphia.|
e Beginning. with.the standard morning pra:
the

“:was at 5:28 om when the sun began its assent.
Special prayers weré pronounced and the shofar
+was blown to mark the event. With a spectacular
.and moving view of the_New York skyline, the
.ceremony concluded with the singing of Hebrew
songs and American folk songs gbout:the.sun,
and with the release:of colored balloons, symboll
L‘c of the: ancient custom of the letting go of
oves, . ,

Wide Variety Of Pur'fclgﬁnh" } ,_ :
wv';  The event, which was' arranged by the Mar-!
tin Steinberg Center. of the American Jewish . ¥
Congress; drew'a wide variety:of.participants
ranging from ‘students to businessmen and profes-

sionals on. their wayto school: or:work. Many of |
the men donnedd K:cf-

their prayer shawls and’phy

ose ivn|lsrviawj’ ‘by the Jewish -
ncy.seemed emotionally over=
One olde

TS|
highlighb of the liturgy.came at sunrise-which

5

strong convicti permarient presence of the
Almighty inall affairs 6f man‘and we' hope and we

pray that the entire world will soon come fo this
realization, as stated in the prayer recited during the
blessing over the sun == 'God shall’be king over the |
entire earth on that day God shall ke one and his
name one' -~ speedily in our times."

LOSES BID TO GAIN DEMOCRATIC®
"NOMINATION FOR THE SEAT -
By David Friedman

|, man, a 7l-year-old political neophyte, lost a bid

yesterday to gain the Democratic nomination for
Congressional sedt held by His wife,” Gladys Speliman,
who suffered a heart attack shortly before the elec~
tions last Nov. 4, Mrs. Spellman, 63, a four~term
Congresswoman, was one of two Jewish women elec~
ted to the current Congress. - o

But her seat,in the Washington suburb of Prince

George's County, Md., was declared vacantby -
House Speaker Thomas O'Neill (D. Mass.) in Febru~
ary when it became clear that Mrs. Spellman would
never recover from the brain demoge Tnflicted by

she was. an g majority.
Reuben Spellman, who reportedly disliked poli~
tics, nevertheless decided to run for the vacant
seat in ordei tokeep it in‘the family. He' finished
second yestérday to Stény Hoyer; former head of the
Prince George's County-Democratic:Party in the - -
party's 19-candidate race., 7|
The Republican nominee is'Mayor Audrey Scott,
of Bowie, Md., who defeated | o)Ker. GOP candi~
dates. The 3 candidates are believed to have been .
| -the most ever to run for a House seat.’ Hoyer ‘and Scott
will.vie forthe vacant.seat in the special elections
“on May 19.* : S g
" BI-PARTISAN GROUP. OF SENATORS
URGE REA( |

. DEPARTMENT 'S OS| BUDGE FOR 1982 .
b By David” Friedman -~ | X
- \WASHINGTON, "April 8 (JTA) == Sen;

* pher Dodd (D. Conn:) has been joined by th
Republican'and eight other Democratic:
sendifg a letter to President'Reagan‘urgil
to cut the budget for the Justice D
of Special’ igation (OSI)
- proseﬁ‘:tes‘ Nazi war criminals

hristo=
ree
enators in
him"not
's Office
ind

WASHINGTON, April 8 (JTA) == Reuben Spell~

——her heart attack last October._ Despite_her. illness, .
: " ol



at in‘the two. yea:
5 "The U.g? gov=
resence of

radi=

Mt is i the

- tacts with concerned parties in sipport of you
“to.end this latest §

parties fo
within nr-;r

fully the thorities in Lebanor
are also making the most urgent; and high'level c.

Sarkis. i
In addition, he reaffimed U.$

to suc=

Justice Depdrtment now has the abili
cessfully pursue_these cases.” The OSI has inifi
ated more_than 260 investigations and has 19
pendlv;‘g csasesv(rg MT courts, o that A
...The Senofgrs glso recommened, that Attorner
s e ot e A

General - Willic nch $mi e a personal
interest" in the OSI.: They noted that m pred-
ecessor, Benjdmin Civiletti, argued the case

+ against'alleged Nazi war criminal Feodor Fedor4
enko before the Supreme Court, "clearly demon-
strating the priority and level of committment
that the Justice.Department placed on prosecuting
these individualsi! :

Joining Dodd in'signing the letter are:
Senators Rudy Boschwitz (R. Minn.), Carl Levin
(D. Mich.), John Danforth (R. Ma.), John Heiry

(R. Pa.), Paul Sarbanes (D. Md.), Edward Ken-
nedy (D, Mass.); Daniel Inouye (D. Hawaii),
Harrison Williams (D, MJ), Howard Metzenbaum|
(D..Ohio), Claiborne Pell'(D. R.1,) and Howell
Heflin (D, Ala})

FIGHTING IN LEBANON CAST A
SHADOW OVER HAIG'S TALKS
WITH MIDDLE EAST L EADERS

By David Friedmani -~

- .- WAS| TON, April 8 (JTA) == Secretary]
. of State Alexander. Haig's visit.to the Middle
._East appears from:here to have been dominated
by tWo events, >~ éne. outside the region and one
" within == developmenty.in Poland’ and Lebanon.
The State Department has confirmed that Haig
delayed his departurei forithe Middle East.by 90
minufes last Friday because of the situation in
Poland and was:ready to break off his trip at
__any moment after he left.
But-State Depdrtment spokesman WJi'lIian

. n;‘an( late' yesterday strotgly denying

. termined wi
by the April, 1982 deodline "

3

1 uppor
p ping efforfs of the Unifed Nations' Interim
Force'in Lebanon (UNIFIL) and!"for the expansion of
the Lebanese contingents serving with UNIFIL in ifs
area of operations.” '’ ' O
U.S. Denies.Reports On Agreement - )
Meanwhile, the State Depariment issued a state~
5w ‘réporfs that
the U,S. and Egypt hod reached ‘an ogreement onthe
military contingents required to police Sinailin accord-
ance with the Egyptian~Israeli peace treaty. "Agree=
ment has not yet been reached and discussions are " *
continuing, " the statement said. "It is yet to be de=*
hich nations will participate. However,
we are optimistic that such a force will be in place:

Israel has warhed that it will not complete tte final
phase of its withdraw! from Sinai by that dafe unless
the peacekeeping force is in place. The Egyptians’
have been urging the U.S. to go to the-United .
Nations to establish such a force, @s requjred b >
the peace treaty. But the Soviet:Union-is;considered
almost certain to veto such move in the UN Security
Council. Under terms of the tieaty, the U.S, is
committed to create a multi~national-peacekeeping
force in Sinai if the UN s incapable of doing so.

POLL SHOWS MAJORITY OF AMERICANS *
WANTU,S, TO CON‘TINUE WORKING WITH
ISRAEL, EGYPT FOR AUTONOMY TALKS !

WASHINGTON, April 8 (JTA) -~ An over-

—whelming-majori ty of Americars-who study and dis=——"

cuss foreign policy is cleatly in favor of the U.S.
continuing to wor{ closely with Egypt and Israel to
make the Palestinian autonomy negotiations a success,
according:to'the ‘results of thé Foreigh Policy Associ=
Iaqtiso'n‘s annual nationwide "Opinion Ballot" survey for.
That option was endorsed by 64 percent of the

d d to 15 percent who favored by=-

-Dyess stressed today, as he.has rep y, that
the U.S'. did not and does riot expect the Soviet
Union to invade: Poland . . .. .

As for Lebanon; Dyess said today- that while

Haig was "able to carry out extensive discussions|

with all of the leaders he had: planned to see
the Middle East; the fighting in Lebanon "cast
dow " 'over-the falks : Dyess said the fighting
between Syrian forces and’ Christians in Lebanon
is the worst in ‘years and that the UM, is con=
tinuing diplomatic efforts to restore peace.in thal
country o B - )
U.S. Pledges Silpport To Sarkis '
State Department: released a letter Haig
) grpslden! Elias:Sarkis.
&d. the: support". of the

-U.S% military‘capability for that pu

of Lebanor

P 4 comp:
passing the Cam; David process in favor of a new
initiative and 17 percent who favored letting Israel
and the Arabs work matters out, for themselves.

With respect to U.S. policy in the Middle
East generally, and its stance in the Persian Gulf~ '
in particular, . the survey found opinion almost evenly
divided. | ' [ AR

A more direct role by the U.S. in maintaining
the secority of the Persian Gulf & increase of
> Was SUp=".

28 percent
F‘:iivdly
red to

el up.

ported by 36 percent of the! respond
would build up the milllur;v capabil

faw, rs in"the region; and 26 perc:
imiF'U. 5./ commitments to their preser
from 15 percent a year ago. o
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@ national“tating of 27,1 and a 40 percent share

;. The numbers

. fare compared:to "Roots, " which achieved a 45

- was shot on location in the blistering heat of the
- Judean desert.:|t-features 105-speaking roles, tod|
- five=and=a~half months to shoot, and required o

- -umnist in an inteiview earlier this year that he
- _regarded the_Israelites ‘as the ultimate victors in |

~the struggle for Masoda, He also said he is
' rior of antiguity who was expected to sacrifice

:Masada, .
. called Syria has soaked up more blood than any

“is_the part of the world where the lle.cerded mind

" to play the rol

e 'of o $
the Roman ‘empire, but which in a broad~
depicts man's: fight for freedom, is
ly a.hit among viewers across the.country. -
The epic, which began airing Sunday night
and will conclude:tonight, caught the imegina~
fion of the American public and friggered an
uplifting mood in‘the week after the attempted
assassination of President Reagan, thereby reit-
erating fo our generation.tha d bl

:from-Hollywood to.port

G g .
Niven and. Alberto Sordi .- Barbara Carrera come

Though.she depicts o warm-he
com|

=hearted. woman with
passion for. her pecple, -this re

wer did:not

2like her to be referred to a5 a whore. Neithar did. -
this iate the: i of «
ves, who sell: them~

Fosti futes among the: Hebrew captl

spalv-s to the Romdps, ' nor the welTl

slaves. to-contribute, 'héuT

doom of their brethren..
dak tcan

e willingness of ithe |
sugh'under ‘the whip, ' to the
All this is yh;um;nly under=

d by an audi

fortably seated at the felevision set.: i

The performances of a large cast, with the | :
British=Irish contingent portraying the Romans, and
A:h:erlcar:s as well as Hebrew actors in the roles of
the I :

t the
spirit-of man will triumph in 1981 as if did 1900
;years ago-in the Judean hills, . -

", The first episode of Masada on Sunday drew

‘of the audience, or some 75 million viewers, ac
‘cording to'early readings. 'In New: York City,
the first ep!{,;%'i,e drew 45 percent of the audience
iffered slightly in other cities for
Surday's, Monday's and Tuesday's episodes. It is
too early to defemine how the entire epic will

‘ruﬂrﬂ and a 66 share overall, and "Shogun,"
which got a 32:6 rating and a 51 share.
J* Theseries, which cost close to $22 million,

crew of almost 300 people.

ded As Ultimate Viétims
‘Peter O'Toole, who portrays the Roman
General Cornelius Flavius Silva who led the

2‘eiwh Legion, in the four=year assault against
the mountain fortress of Masada, told this col-

Israelites R

T

aware of the code of honor of the Roman war=

his_life to aveid, the humi ligtion.of defeat, The
Romans understood the gesture of defiance ot

"That stretch'of land that the ancient rulers

K e world, " O'Toole sighed . .

.-, "But it has done more extraordinary things
and dltered the paths that civilization and societ;
have chosen more than anywhere else on earth. |
of man'began., " Asked how: the public would re~
act fo ‘the Masada film, *O'Toole sai X
be_overwhelmed by the notion of liberty."|

“"Peter Strauss, the.New York actor-who rose |

to-fame.on.TV,; a

ant Eleazar-ben Yair in the Masada series, wante!
 a simple human being,, not as |
leader who has mystical powers|

reate their power through
rt or-other device, And

rays, the: part of the defi= |

ere are those who have anink. .

- -American-hostages and-b;

ites, are g . Notable are Giulia
Pagano as Miriam, Anthony. Quayle g Gallus, |
Timothy West as Emperor Vespasian, David Warner
as Falco, Joseph Wiseman-as Jérahmeel, and, es-
pecially, Clive Francis as Attius, the youthful atd-.
de~-camp to Silva. Reuben Bar. Yotam renders a
gem of characterization as the butcher atop of
Masada.

A Work Of Great Solemni
. Director Boris Sagal, supported by the cinema-
tography of Paul Lohmann and Jerry Goldsmith's
theme music, spreads out before us the biblical land~
scape of |9 centuries ogo in a richly woven tapestry
of events. It is a work of great solemnity in which
both sides are treated with dignity and respect.,
Arnon Milchan, the Isroeli industrialisf who
headquarters in Tel Aviv as well as in Paris and Lon=
don, is credited as supervising producer in lsroel
and his company listed as co=producer with Universal
Pictures. This columnist talked with Milchan who
was in Hollywood recently for the first "American
Film Market in Hollywood." It was he who inspired
the making of Masada and supplied,the original
financing. L .
Only 36 years old, Milchan is a tenth genera=

greater part of the year, one of the strongest sup~
porters of the Israeli cinema. He recently announced
the production of the huge costume picture, "The
Pirate," to be directed for him in Israe! by Roman
Polanski .

JOSEPH E11ASH DEAD AT 48 I

OBERLIN, Ohio, April 8 (JTA) == Joseph
Eliash, associate professor and director of Judaic
and: Near Eastern Studies at Oberlin College has
died of a heart attack at age 48 in Oberlin's Allen
Memorial Hospital, Considered one of the Western
world's foremost authorities on Shi i Islam, Eliash
was-called to!Washington ‘at one point during the
final hostoge negotiations with Iran. At the time
of his.death, he had been pursuing research on
Shi't Muslim law and 'was ‘editing and translating
selections from the Shi'i Muslim Corpus of Oral

the Emﬂm Jow; Sheva. -

com=

Tradition, which supplements the' Koran os ithe source
of Shi'i Muslim law, i Ll 2
:Elfesh discovered through his researchi that Aya=
tollah Ruhollgh Khomeini 'had 'vlcluhd thellaws,
erddt

-his own Shi' i Muslim religion

Y -torm
which,in the strict S.hi't‘,‘

Born in Jerusalem

|__tion Sabra and,_though_out of the.country, for-the«



