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“ WASHINGTO ki 3(JTA) == President
Reagan said yesterday Hhat America's "number
one , . moralBommitment" in the Middle East is
- "to'see that the State of Israel has’a right to con=
_ tinue living as a nation" and that he also feels
that morally, the United States should do every=~
thing it can in’an even=handed manner, to bring
peace fo the Middle East,” ‘But he emphasized
“that the. process. "starts with the acceptance of
Israel as'a nation" by those countries which refuse
to recognize it. . ,

Reagan, in the first of a series of informal
news conferences with selected reporters in the
Oval Office, also reiterated his belief that Israel*
military copabilities are "of benefit" to the U,S.
in the region and his disagreement with the Car~
ter Administration's contention that Isrceli settle~
ments on the West Bank are "illegal." However,

. he criticized Israel's current settlement moves as
"ill advised" and'bnnecessarily provocative.”

Reagan, responding to questions by reporters
from The New York Times, the Wall Street Journa
Christian Science Monitor, Chicago Tribune and
Time magazine, made his most comprehensive
comments on the Middle East since his election
last November.

With respect to the \strategic security of the
re, Ion{ he maintained that the U.S. should estab
lish.a "ground presence" there "for the Soviets to
know’ that if they made a reckless move, they
would be risking a confrontation with the United
States,"

Moral Commitment To Israel

" “Asked if his was an "even handed policy in
the-Mideast, * the President replieds "I believe
that. we have, No, |, a moral commitment for the
present to see that the State of Israel has a right
to continue living as a nation, | believe that,
and think that we're morally bound to do that.
But beyond that, | think it's also a two=way stree

He added, "I -think Israel, being a country
sharing our same ideals, | think democratic ap=
prodich fo things, with a combat-ready-and even

. a-combat~experienced military, is a force in the
Middle East that actually is o{'be'nefit tous. .
But Lalso feel'thaf‘mdr‘arly the United States . ..

, shobld do everything it-can in’an even~handed
manner.fo bring-peace fo the Middle East.' Now
this, based on .our first commitment, means:that wi
have'to get over the hurdle’ of those nations in
“the Middle. East that refuse to recognize' the right

" ofilsrael o exist, ©o o i ; k
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tion referred to them as illegal, -they're not illegal’s
Not under the UN resolution that leaves the West' ™
Bank ‘open to all people -~ Arab and Israel alike;
Christian alike. T S s
| do_think, perhaps now with this rush to do.it
and this moving in there the way they are is ill=
advised. because if we're going. to ‘continue with
the spirit of Camp David to fry and arrfive at ™ *
peace, maybe this, at this time, is.unnecessarily
provocative.” J B

Questions PLO's Claim To Leghirmul:‘z"
The President questioned the Palestine Liberation
Oraant zation' Toaith :

s claim to as

the Palestinian people. 'Asked if he had "any sym~
pathy toward the Palestinians or any moral feelings
toward them and their aspiratioris, ' Reagan replied;

"I know that that's got to be a part of any settle=
ment, | think in arriving at that, here ogain, there
is the outspoken utterance that israel doesn't have
a right to exist; there. is the terrorism practiced by
the PLO, | never thought that the PLO had ever. -
been elected by the Palestinians.” Maybe it is recog=~
nized by them as their leadership, but:I've never
seen that that's been definitely established. 'But,
again, it starts with the acceptance of Israel ‘as-a
nation, " H "

Reagan conceded that the U.S.does not now pos-
sess the force to stop the Soviets "if they set out to
advance logistically; we know that we couldn't do
that, What is meant by a presence," he said, "is
that we're there enwgz to-know and for the Soviets
to know' that if they made a reckless move, they
would be risking a confrontdtion with the.United
States .., But | think there should bé some kind of
American presence, Well, we're doing it right
now with the navy in the Indian Ocean. But | think
we need a ground presence also." He did not speci-
fy where it would be located, - .

State Department spokesman William Dyess said
in response fo questions today that the President’s
remmts are being fransmitted to-U.S: diplomatic
missions abroad, "All points are being notified of
the President's statements on foreign policy, " he
said, But he refused to discuss the statements in
any way, fo .
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WEINBERGER |NDICATES HE FAVOR
BEEFING UP SAUD| ARABIA' :
. By.J JJMIJMLWP Polakoff | | A

WASHINGTON;: Feb, 3 (JTA) ~=DefenseSec=
retary Casper Weinserg‘er indicated today:that he
favored improving Saudi- Arabia's armed forces by
agreeing to the Saudis' request to'enhance the com-
bat capabilities of the 60 F=I5 they have -
bought from the U.S, ' ["We want to make them as
effective. as we ‘canfor their. purposes; ! Weink :
said:in response fo questionsat a press conference

i v“They?M:e Saudis) have ‘a'basically difﬁéul‘r'dr




Weinberger and the Stafe |

epartment.ind the Re
tration would'make its decision'soon, -
Israel and its mmhu in the U.S. have
. “vehemently opposed:

“'would increase_the range of the Saudi jet figh!
Congressional sources had informed the Carter.
Administration. that-enhancing Saudi: aircraft
would disfurb.the military

-~ Middle East and would pose a threat to Israel,

Questioned About U.S. Troops In Israel
In another matter related to the Middle East,|
Weinberger said that he could not conceive of
+."a serious request"from Israel to station Américan
froops on its soil but "we will certajnly examine™
that kind of question if it is ever raised -ina
. mpnlﬁeﬂc viewpoint, ' The question was put fo|
Defense Secretary in light of discussions in
the Re Administration of am Ameri,

ters|

cated. that the Reogan Adminis= .| .

supply of equipment that| - -

r? a |t involved was 65,000 Shekels. |
balance of powerin thg "~ !

The 42 year-old mjnister.and:his senior ol
Moshe Gabbai, are accused: of. P bri
:anddiverting Minisiry funds. o certain relig
“institutions., .. The: two. other.defendants, |Rabbi
:m;(am Ka,"ahch and ,‘»ihrv‘v‘msl :)aﬂ;;ldbéth“
rak, are charged with giving bribes
~through Gabbai. According to the

The State -Prosecutor’s Of P ted by
Jerusalem District Attorney Kirsch, ‘plans
to call 27 prosecution witnesses.  After registering
their pleas, Abu-Hatzeira and Gabbai left the '
court by aiside door but were unable to‘avoid local
and foreign reporters,. The Minister refustit to com=

* ment-but Gabbai said he felt !fine" thoughi he ad=

. mitted “it isn't pleasant.” i .

. Daskal, a leader-of. B'nel. Brak's Vishnitz Hasidic
court, His qtmm

oo

. community, was not present i
sald he was abroad but would return in time fi

. eagan P
in the Middle East to deter Soviet oggression

re. .

" Welnberger referred to Israel as "a good and
strong and important ally” but he did not know if
it wanted U,S. troops.. " would be very sur-
prised.if itdid," he sald, He said the question
was "hypothetical " and observed that the respor
to such.a request would depend on "what the host

country.wants," He said if it ever arose it would|,

be considered. "just as.we did with Saudi Arabia
when the request was made for the AWACS plane
The U.S. sent four of the giant communications
aircraft to Saudi Arabia, piloted by Americans,
help keep the: Saudis informed of developments in|
the Iraqi=~lranian war, -

In another development, it was announced
that Sen, John Tower (R. Tex.), chairman of the
Armed Services Committtee, is.to leave Friday fof
London and will then continue on to.Bonn and the|
Middle East where he will visit Israel, Egypt,
Saudi Arabia, Oman and Tunisias The Bonn gov-
ernment is reportedly considering the sale of 300
600 of its advanced Leopard 11 tanks to Saudi
Arabia, ‘@ move that has been questioned by some
Laadh\g'members of the Bundestag and is opposed

y. Israel
X Meanwhile, former Secretary of State Henry
- Kissinger met with Secretary of State Alexander
Haig today to give him an ofal report on his visit
to Iﬂe,Ml le East last month. . The State Depart-
ment.refused to discuss their conversation,

KNESSET UNIT SETS JUNE 30
‘AS THE NATIONAL ELECTION DAY

" JERUSALEM, Feb. 3 (JTA) == The Knesset
Legal:Committee today set the national election
date for. June 30, ‘The Knesset plenary is expecte;

fo ap
:mittee thereby shifted the government's original
2 July-7 proposal .one week forward . . All but one
of the Likud coalition' members supported the
June: 30.date while. the Labor i

ition members

‘pattern‘is.thought: likely to be re—
 plenary tomorrow.

b

prove.the date .tomorrow..The Legal. Com=. ...

nedsince they wanted ‘a.May election. The :
oti

hearings.

NEW YORK, Feb, 3 (JTA) == The New York
Times routinely devotes space on the first poge of
its second section for correcting or clarifying
errors in its news reports,

Sometimes, however, the joofs prove too'em=
ion to

ing for this pi o call

such goofs and other ‘journalistic transgressjons by
its reporters and the news desk, the Times has an
internal bulletin titled "Winners & Sinners" which
describes itself as "A bulletin of second-guessing
issued occasionally from the news desk of The New
York Times," .

The Winners & Sinners issue of Jan, 9 dealt with
two goofs which created a great deal of consterna~
tion and anger within the Jewish community. A
story in the Times Dec. 7 referred to "Perry’Como's
Christmas in the Holy Land" which was described as
" An hourlong musical special taped ‘on lotation in
Palestine and featuring the popular singer,"

The second story on Dec. 14 stated; “Since join-
ing the Roman Catholic Church's diplomatic service
in 1952, Archbishop Laghi has served in Nicaragua, -
India, Jerusalem and Palestine and af the Vatican,"

Winners & Sinners commenting on these items,
observed: "There hasn't been a ‘Palestine’ since
1948, * An error on so emotional a subject infuriates
readers; it's hard for them to befieve that some of
us don't read our own paper.: Hard for us to believe,
too. N - :

HALACHIC AUTHQORITY. QFEERS VIEW.
ON U,S,~IRAN HOSTAGE AGREEMENT;
. NEW YORK, Feb, 3 (JTA) == An authority on
Jewish religious law ‘assérted today, against a back=
ground of continuing debate:on whether the Reagan
Administration should hon
with' y the ‘outgo T
to free the hostages, that " a genéral rule of -~
laW, especially Jewish law," that agreements made
under duress are not binding." .
.~ Rabbj Seymour Si el‘l Profe
Theology: af the Jewish'Th
i ‘?merica, gave that response 3
tates government was "morally obliged
this """ The Reagan Adminis

ssof of
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d: it would-honor
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are acting freely.



: ranian | - tioned the probabili
“Cas sincegt_ﬂ 21 < Western nations jand chall rrd
the furds being transfered ung onably belongd - ist tenet. that diaspora Jews live in |
toithe ‘Persidn government." Hé said: that; ‘ac=" Speakers at. the closing session nclud ;
covdlyu|¥,; "it'would be right to return fo the “MK Uzi Baram, | Yehiel :Leket who heads the Labor.:
hostages' ¢ tors the' money ‘that legitimately Zionist Organization, -and veteran L.aborite David.
‘belongs to them ;117017 (it Hacohen, 3 ida which, they-warned,
But he qualified this by saying he felt that
.. the Reagan-Administyation should withhold part of *
the funds to'compensate the hostages "for their
legitimate grievance against these who injured
them both rh(;lcél|y dnd morally." '
Siegel ‘also Stressed that an important factor
was that "we are not dedling with agreements
made between individuals but between govern—
ments:" ‘He declared it would be "dishonorable
for fovérelgn states niat 1o héncr thelk promises, "
“"Jewish fradition sees the value to soclety
and to individuals of preserving the, dignity and
power of political authorities,” he declared,
"gover should honor e

Maxile .|
h

), Tocu: 3 v
threatened the very. existence of the State becwp;
it was draining away some.of the finest, young people, -
ie...

- including many nafive born Israelis, I
~ ‘Baram said there were three: "basic' issves: of
national existence": yerida, the attenuation of the
Zionist movement and. the shrinkage of Jewry. There
are sixmillion Jews in the U.S. but.not six million
who'identify themselves as Juwlsh,"'he sald.

PANICHITS TA STOCK EXCHANGE ' * :
TEL AVIV, Feb. 3 (JTA) == Awave of selling

swamped the Tel Aviv stock exchange for the third

consecutive day today as thousands of shareholders

'9 ven wher| . ryshed fo unload stocks that hod soared by ‘an average ~
ﬁhelr,coun!‘erpam are not of the highest moral 32 percent last month. As stocks, :particularly indus- =
standards," . - trial shares, plumme! , some observers likened: the
TERRORIST BASE RAIDED panic to Wall Street's “Black Thursday" in 1929,

Experts noted that Israelis have been investing
heavily in stocks during the past year as a hedge ag~
- ainst inflation, driving prices up to a point where they -

TEL AVIV, Feb, 3 (JTA) -- Israeli forces
raided g Palestinian terrorist base south of Sidon

on the Lebanese coast last night, They ambushed no longer reflected the true value of the shares. The

a jeep, killing ol | of its passengers said to have | selling wave may have been triggered by rumors of an

been members of a ferrorist ization, an an impending tax on capital gains from the stock mar~ .

army s?okesmun reported today, No further de- | ket i They were promptly denied by the .
o :

tails of the operation were disclosed.

Treasury.
The raid was the third attack by Israeli

forces on temorist fargets in Lebanon during the
yast week, The earlier actions followed the roc-
et shelling of Kiryat Shemoneh and Metullah in
Uppet: Galilee by terrorists, Israel retaliated
r’d_rh artillery.and: an air attack on ferrorist
ases.

RIDA, ELATIONS
By David Landau

TEL AVIV, Feb. 3 (JTA) == The Labor Party
convention an:!ed {ate last night ofter approving
1071-member. Central Committee =~ the largest
‘by far in‘its history == and leaving the way open
for further enl in onder to d

- all'special interest groups and factions so as to
present.an image of unity in the elections, now
expected to be held ‘on June 30, Originally the
Central Committee =~ the party's policy-making

“body between conventions == was to have been
limited, to 750 members, . .. : N

The Labor. convention opened: last December
-with a turbulant leadership contest in which in-
cumbent porty. chairman Sﬁimon Peres decisively

defeated hisirival; former Premier Yitzhok Rabin,

HISTORIC PRECEDENT FOR A
CONVERTED JEW BECOMING A CARDINAL !

PARIS, Feb. 3 (JTA) -~ Catholic sources here
recalled today that. there is only one othe

a converted Jew becoming Archbishop with the rank
of Cardinal. Lustiger, a converted Jew who was
yesterday appointed Archbishop of Paris, will be
officially elevated to the rank of Cardinal at the
next Consistory presided by Pope John Paul 11,

The Catholic church has had several Cardinals of

- Jewish origin but only one other, Cardinal Pietro

Pierleoni, who was born a Jew and later became a
Catholic convert, Pierleoni was baptized when he .
was 14, just like Lustiger, and appointed Cardinal by
Pope Honorius Il in 1106, - i

: By Hugh Orgel:

TEL AVIV,-Feb. 3 (JTA) =~ Some 300 foreign
buyers from over a dozen countries are here this week,
inspecting:the fashion goods displayed by 82 local
manufacturers at this year's Israel; fall/winter fashion-
week at the Hilton Hotel: The organizers said: they

r known in=
stance, besides that of Msgr. Jean-Marie Lustiger, of

T A iny * were not.worried by the.decline.in:the number/of.. ./
1t was resumed last week to elect a'Central Com+ . buyers, from 500 last:year. - Isroeli:fashions were in -
_ mittee and take: care of other unfinished business|." brisk detiand despite. the worldwide economic slowdown
but generated litte excitment and fairly little | ~which hod kept some buyers at home: - .
public interest. Fio L Fashion center'and export;institute sources said
1t addressed iitself, at the closing session, exports were down to the:U.S se-to high
to two deeply froubling issues == yerida, the emil- custgms barriers; but fashion expo inthod
gration of Israelis who settle per‘munanl{{ abroody - increased by over 80 percent.betw 1980.
and the claavage between lsraelis and didspora. | - West ' remains Israel’s mai er for.
_Jew ing and Future of Zionism | f ods It-purchased $127 million worth last
% ports 1o Britain, Holland and France have

year..
also risen, industry sources said.
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alem |
by Ar& Iaden to "llbernh"
of disturb him.. "It's not the first
" "But Arabsin’Jerusaler are the
moﬂ cfvillud, best educated of any in the world

‘they don't want fo see: their city divided any] i

mm than the Jews, "

Kollek's remarks were made o the 23 North

" American members of the Jerusalem Committee
who held a two-day.meeting ot the Universlry of
Notre Dame'where they end: Isroel's adminis
tration of Jerusalem, - The meeting was the first
held by the committee qutside Jerusalem and the
first wh ere North Amerlcun members met separ =

; The parﬂdpunts expressed the hope that
similar regional ‘mee'lngs will be held in other
dreas of the world and recommended the full
130=member committee meet in Jerusalem this
years

Success In Uniting The City

“ The Jerusalem mayor emphasized the succes:
he' has had in‘uniting the city's religious entities
during the' Jordanian occupation I3 years ago,

- "There is'more  tolerance In Jerusalem now than
fthere has ever'been, " he said. "Under the |9
years of Jordanian rule Christians and Jews
weren't allowed. to visit their holy places; there
was no free Christian aducaﬂom 58 synogogues
were destroyed.

i "Now the holy places are meticulously take!
care of; Arabs aré allowed the citizenship they

" desire and the education system they want.. EacH
#éligion administers its own holy places; there is
free access:to the: Arab countries, and everyone

Gan participate’ in the local democratic electionsl.

. he committee's report endorsed Kollek's ef+

1

as well as'his plans for. autonomous governing
Units.within the multitude of cultural ‘and relig-
fous’ communi ties, Commg in |he waka of criti=
cism-of last er's Knesset ofa
united Jerusalem ase‘:“‘ s capital, lhc-(esolu—

for's toward unity and universal access to the city,

a commlnaa membor, no'ed PAccess t
.. may belong to|the.woild, but the l:m of

.. belongs to Israel 4 b |
Brosh stressed not on| s but au as

well: "We see that Jerusalem is. a pnmrn ﬁ,nr proves

that coexistence bom-on Arabs ‘and Jews can work;

_the city can remain united, simul giv m

" the Arabs every. possible quontegm of freed G

control over their own lives." Kollek also amplnsized

that "We're not looking for a melting pot."

Recommendations By The Commlnna
The comml}):aa "r::olumim supported thess views,

| within the city be given extended. responsibilities

of self-government and that this |hwld be legalized.
Kollek has pressed for the,status of boroughs on the
model of London's:self~governing cities, as a means
of offering each distinct section as much Gutonomy as
possible, thereby preserving the unique natire of the
diverse cultures and tradifions thut have existed in
the city for centuries,

Kollek also wants to create areas where the homo~
geneous entities can meet, and he is frying to rldge
!he physical divisions archl'ec'urully, 'hrough c‘g

es

gies. The , which incl
such d archi as B i Fuller, Harry
Moyerovnch, Somuel Mozes and Moshe Safdie, rec=
d that suc be
possible in the , business and

centers of the city.

The group also recommended the continued inde=
pendence of the holy places, the vesting of admini~
strative authority over them in the religious bodies
responsible for them, and enhanced universal access for
nll faiths. The committee indicated its satisfaction

these measures instituted by Kollek, With over
a m:llmn Christian, Jewish, and Moslem pilgrims
each year to the 4,000~ year-vold city, with more”
than 150,000 Arabs from count ies not recognizing

w Isrcel, this is undoubtedly a key concern.

Charles Haar of Harvard Law School recommended.
that a thorough documentation of the degree of aufon-
omy.be made within each living area, and this
should then be confirmed by law, "so that Ohere is -
no feeling that it could be suddenly swept away. "

|inomus FREILICOFF DEAD AT 94 ]

tions stressed the
and.unity within the city,

nquility Of Jerusalem Cited
.. Father Theodore Hesbungh president of
Notre Dame and a member of the Jerusalem com-
mittee, who hosted the event, contrasted the
tranquility. of ‘Jerusalem with the tension and
armed conflicts elsewhere in the Middle East,
! S'ahng ihoxecmensus of Qha committee, he de=

G ): belleva ﬂmf ?ny pemn of good-w
acts
w-ﬁn the ways in which Jerusalam now lives, «
. thrives; a is administered, will join me in rec
ognizi progress mode by Mayor Teddy
olle! “administration holds: the promise |
wlom :o fulfill its histori

sori o' the mayor; ]
an almost total! consensus amol

WASHINGTON, Feb. 3 .(JTA) ~~ Morris Frelll-
coff, who worked.for the Day=-Morning Journal,;
New York based Yiddish newspaper from 1925 ro I%S
died last Friday. at George Washington University
Hospital, He was 94 years old, |n addition to his
work on the now-defunct Yiddish,paper, Freilicoff
was a shudent of Yiddish literature and Tectured widsly
on the subject. He was one of the founders of Ldl
Zionlsm in this country. |

Born in | usglu > grew_up i
to the LS. W ’uh:ms -abouf 17 ye
settled in Woshlruton. He eumed two degrees at the
National Law.School, At the ﬂnpb of his death he -
-resided in Bethesda, Md. .
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NEW YORK (JTA) == The thhd annual. I Jowish
Nahonul Fund. rodiothy Id la: ‘and simul-
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