"Labor

bor: Wants E|
By Gil Sedan S

JERUSALEM, Jan. ‘18 (JTA) == The Cabinet
decided foday to dissolve the Knessetand hold
elections.on July 7. “A bill'to that effect will be
Er‘éunu,d to the:Knesset this week but a.major_

attle is looming with the
which wants. to go to the polls at an earlier date.

_ A‘Labor spokesman said today that the Align-
ment could not suppott the government's proposed
date, noting that Joly is the vacation season when
many Israelis will be out of the country. “This
proves that Likud fears the decision of the voters, "
the spokesman said,

According o Moshe Shahal, chairman of the
Labor‘ Alignment Knesset faction, the opposition
will insist'on holding elections no later than June
30, ‘He warned that if no agreement can be
reached with Likud, Labor would introduce an
election bill of ifs own this week. The Shinui
Knesset faction announced that if several election

" dates are proposed, it would support the earliest

one.
The July 7 ddte was arrived at after prolonged

' deliberations by the ministers, The National Re-

ligious Party is-known fo have wanted to postpone

. elections even further but was apparently con-

-‘Modai Tnsisted that

vinced that a later date would not win approval
of the Knesset.

Begin Confident Of Likud Victor)

Begin, who personally announced the decisior]
to waiting reporters after the Cabinet session, said
he would lead Likud in the election.campaign "if
my friends express confidence in me." He insisted|
that despite public opinion polls that show a Labor,
victory in the next elections, Likud had a fair
chance of winning based on its record. "All the
issues will-be debated =~ foreig:‘rolicy economid

olicies, ‘social improvements a allother prob=
Yems," Begin said. “In‘an election campaign there]
is. never one issue." .

He also believes that the election compaign
would not‘impair continuation of the autonomy
talks with Egypt'and the'U.S. "But that depends
on other parties to the negotiations.” '~ ™

The'Cabinet did .not decide today-on a succes:
sor to Finance Minister Yigal Hurwitz whose res-
ignation last Sunday precipitated. the:government
‘crisis and’ the need:for early elections’ '

Begin's

favored candidate, Communications Minister Yorari

Aridor;. a member of Herut, did nof win the confi|
dence of ‘the: Cabinet. . Energy Minister Yitzhok

that “the ‘new Finance Minister:com
from the ranks of the Liber: >
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innovations. : Begin said the choice woul
: lec' of consultations and that he hop
lem could be solved: this week." -

 LITTLE PROGRESS MADE ING <
 NEWEQUND OF AUTONGHY TALKS. |
Another Meeting.Due To Be Held In Egypt.

' By Hugh Orgel

 TEL AVIV,, - Jan. 18 (JTA) (== Isroe|i, :Egyptian.
and U.S. delegates wound up three days of auton-,
omy talks here Friday.with fittle progress made .-
other than a decision to meet again in Egypt, at.,
a date still to be fixed, -, )

The talks were held on the technical level and
the delegations, headed by Wat Cluveriusi for the
U.S., Chaim Kubersky for Israel and Ezzat ul=
Latif for Egypt, sought.to draw up a list of points *
“of agreement reached during the past 18 months and
'fhoz points on which no common ground could be

ound . :

The results will be presented to President Reogan
as soon as he takes office to enable him to formulate
his policy, Conference sources said future meetings
of 'Ee autonomy committee would depend on Reagan's
decision on how to proceed. 4

Although the talks were supposed: to have been
technical, a political note was introduced by the
Egyptians and promptly protested by the Israelis, -
Latif told reporters affer the meeting, "We have not.
been negotiating mattérs of substance. We have -
been consulting on ways and means of removing the
obstacles whizg are facing these negotiations,"

Cites Main Obstacles

Asked what these were,he said "The main ob~
stacles come actually from the political atmosphere
that has been created.either by taking decisions . °
like the Knesset decision on Jerusalem or the meas=
ures taken by the military government in the occu~
pied ferritories and by the attitude taken towards
the Palestini . :

nians." . f i
Latif said the Egyptians had asked'the Israelis
to take the necessary measures to regain mutual . -
trust and hoped Israel would; help reduce fensions”
on the West Bank, free political prisoners and allow .
expelled Arab leaders to return home, | . .
Responding, an Israeli delegafion source said it
was strange that the Egyptians had protested the . -
law-declaring Jerusalem Israel's capital and other
actions, calling them obstacles to negotiations -
without.consideration of the fact that Egypt itself
viousl ded. the talks to
own at i

ad pi Y. susp
on Isrcel, and the"attitude !
in international gatherings. | |
Kubersky observed that. 'llsrael is, | of course; han=

s‘By Egypt

,‘.‘diirg the negotiations.inthe correct manner,:with .

full-regard to Israel’s conception of the Camp David,. .
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upported. by sympathizers from.1srael, Britain,
Oh:PUni!deglu};e: France and: Austria. 2
The first witness was Andrwl,irchﬂz, stepson
of the late Jacques Lipchitz, the famous Lithuan:
ian~born Jewish sculptor. Lipchitz, a bachelor
in his late -60s, ‘gave his evidence at the hearing}
where he spoke’ under the assumed name of Andre
2 Shimkevitch, i/ i w T L
He said that he was Wallenberg's cellmate
“for two days in Moscow's Lubyanka Prison shortly|
" _before Christmas, 1947, If true, ‘his statement
further discredits Moscow's contenfion that Wal-
lenberg ‘hada fatal heart attack at Lubyanka on
July 17,1947, "1t also boosts the plausibility of
witnesses who say they saw Wallenberg long afte
that date. L . .
“ Another man, who says he heard. about Wal-|
lenberg in the early 1960s, is Dr. Marvin Maki =
: nen, a Finnish-American who spent two years in
Vladimir Prison ‘at the same time as Gary Powers,
the famous U=2 pilot. Makinen had been accuse
of espionage while on a visit to Kiev, He is now
a bigphycisist in the U.S. '
Another report about Wallenberg was given
by Simon Wiesenthal, the Nazi-hunter who hel~
- ped trace Adolf Eichmann in South America, He
quoted an unnamed witness as saying that Gen.

Gennady Kuprianov had encountered Wallenberg

in 1953 and 1954, Some details of these meetings|
were reported in the West two years ago. Kupri-|
dnov was-then.said to have been interrogated by
the KGB in the course of which he died-

Breaking Worldwide Silence

*“appeared’here at an.international hearing of the |’
case organized by Wallenberg's sister and brothed
: “ will-be fo propose’ that honordry Ameri

| 1SRAEI® QPTIMISTIC ABQUT.

Sy efforts to'clarify Wallenberg
fate.: Althoug| ent ¢

berg died ish

has never accepted this:as the| final ‘answes

One of the'chief participants in the conferei
was Annette Lantos, wife of Rep. Thomas Léntos
who has said that his first-piece’of legislative:bus

iness .,

citizenship: -
be conferred on Wallenberg. | The Swedish diplomat's:
Budapest mission was underfaken atthe behest of .the
.Roosevelt administration during World War!ll. “Both

-~ Mrs.. Lantos and her husband ¢ome from Hungary and

were saved by the protection of the
uguese representatives-there;

dish and Port~

NEW YORK, Jan. 18:(JJA) - Horry Hurwitz,

—israel's Minister of Information in Washington, ‘today '

voiced Israel's optimism and confidence in the upcom=.
ing Reagan Administration. . i .

Speaking at the mid! f of Bnai:
Zion at the America-srael Friendship House here, -
Hurwitz said that President-elect Ronald Reagan's
statements during the glection campaign and since his
election, particularly his belief that Israel's West -
Bank settlements are legal, gives Israel "much confi-
dence." He said Reagan's "rejection of a.PLOstate
are encouraging,”

Hurwitz also hod praise for the departing Carfer
Administration. "Israel will be forever grateful to
President Carter" for the "success of the Camp David
accords, " he said.

Later during the one~day conference; Rabbi I.
Usher Kirshblum, spiritual leader of the Jewish Cen=
ter of Kew Gardens-Hills:in Queens.and chairman of -
the conference, declared that.the Begin government
"has served the Israeli nation well through the peace
accords." He said it also "rightfully declared ‘the
legal status of Jerusalem" despite the nations which
moved their embassies out of the city "under duress

The conference which heard all this evidence, of the Arab lands blackmail" that they would cut off

as well as a Jot more tenuous information, was
intended to break theworld-wide silence which
* hos hung over the Wallenberg case fof the past
36 years.. |t was the culmination of nearly two
" years of efforts by concerned individuals in sev=
" erql Western countries.

In addition to Wiesenthal, parficipants in=~
cluded Elizabeth Moynihan; MP: Greville Janner,
president of the Board of Deputies-of British Jews;
Elie: Wiesel; who heads : President Carter's Holo-
caust Memorial Commission; Gideon Hausner,pros|

“ecutoriat the Eichmann frial, and French Nobel
Prizé: winner Prof. ‘Andre :Lwoff. o
- After hearing first-hand accounts of Wallen=|

bérg's wartime work-both from-his Swedish collabt

orators and Jewish proteges, as well as copious
denc abwf‘“{ berg s d ion in the

Soviet Union, the conference unanimously re=
‘solved. hat.if belioved the/Swedish diplomati
sstil alive

P

Soviet Union toire=:
Uss Afl\e matterin Mos=

i{or Jewish surviva

oil "if they remained in Jerusalem,"

JTA, Jewish Week Honored

At a festi | lunch Bnai Zion presented *
plaques -to Murray-Zuckoff, editor of the Jewish Tele~
graphic Agency, and to the Jewish Week,for.their con~

tributions to the Jewish community. The presentations |

were made by Paul Sofro, Bnaj, Zion president, .
The; ploque to Zuckoff cited-him. for:"extraordi=
nary public service" under whose direction the JTA

I “serves as a first-hand source of information on all.

major events affecting.the welfare of . the | Jewish peo-
ple and the State of Israel. ! It also stated that Zuck=
offs "own touragecus stand!in his articles oncrucial
problems confronting the. American. Jewish community
i invaluable contribution to the climate
ich is-so viiql

hich

an
of public understa

The ploque to the Jewish Week,

iwhich w, 5
. “cepted.on its behalf by:Deborah Hdrf; a $taff-member,
+ c:‘v;d the Inevlt'apgper‘.for Yexceptional jpublic service"
ai role

a.valuable weekly publication" for. .
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“Ungar read

words; "Oh God,
-+ justice and give of your ¢
ofl....that he may govern our people with
“deal out justice: to.the poora
anted:verses! from Psalm
‘Mi-Ha'lsh, " part of whi

ace and Pursue. |t.

t
history. " He.w,
-American Mog
read Theodor Herzl '
26 years old. . Lewis; Rosenl
said Celler "was.
of ARMDI; ‘guiding

H “:Reagan will be the third President who.
, ber of the Disciples of Chiist. - The others w
t “Garfield and Lyndon.Johnson, ‘At|the’Inaugurafion
vidi org! a .itself,. the solefreligious representatives will be the
efforts‘on behalf. of Israel's Red Cross service. Rev. Donn Moomah, of the Bel'Aire Presbyterian -
He said Celler's staunch. fight for the “noble *Church™of Beverly Hills, CA which-the Reagans at-
cause of human fights and as a leader of the'Jewt " tend. Reagan is a membet of the Hollywood-Beverly
ish'people is incomparable,” = - Christian Church . i s
) As chajman’ ﬂr'hg House: Judiciary Commit- SAU.M)ERS—RHIRESJW i
tee for a record 22 years, from:1949 to 1972, witl g SO > o EE CRLEIEN
uvfwoJeor interruption when,the Republicans con- WASHINGTON, Jan, I8 (JTA) == Harold Saun-

trolled the House in 1953 and 1954, Celler spons{ ders, Assistanf Secrefary of State for the Middle East,
ored in 1957 the first Ciyil Rights Act since Re- | retired unexpectedly Friday.. However, he will con~
construction and.led in the fight for the civil ﬂnuj as a special ‘consultant-to the U:S. official
: |I'ig7fgs amendments of 1960;,1964, 1965, 1968 and| group negotiating the release of the American I}eslagas
oy i - in lran, Gy
He sqid the most meniorable event in his life Saunders. had not been expected to leave his post
*was the time he'stood beside President Truman for several months, -according to State Department

when the President felephoned the Israeli Ambas-| . sources, primarily, because the incoming Reagan -
~sador. to the United States to say "I have the hongr Administration hod not.selected his successor, The.
of recognizing Israel as an independ i/ sources said the retirement four days before the'new
state " Administration takes over permits Saunders to quali-
. Celler-had.been a director of the Brookdale | fy for higher federal retirement benefits. |
Saunders, 50, has 23 years-of government ser~

Hospital Center-in Brooklyn and a trustee of the

Oscar Strauss Memorial Fund: He had been o vice. He was with the Air Force, Central intelli-
member of the- American Jewish Congress, the gence Agency, and the White House before-coming
American Jewish Committee and B'nai B'rith. to the State Department when Henry Kissinger became

The grandson of German Jewish immigrants, |  Secretary of State in 1973. L
he was barn in Brooklyn May 6, 1888, His par~ GATE

* . ents died ‘soon:after he entered Columbia College| WéRI?SZOFEAN ';sm-ASEM T

and- hie worked his'way through school by going

"to classes in the: morning and selling wine, his AMSTERDAM, - Jan. 18 (JTA) -~ The first issue
father's old business, inithe afternoon and even=| of the "Celine Journal, " estublished by the Celine
ing. - He graduated: from Columbia in 1910 and Society to propagate the works of the late French
ColiroteLaw School 1n [912 and then entered thb authors Locis Ferdinand Coline, an anti-Semite and _

'fmoﬁce of law which he continued throughout hil  Nazi collaborator, was published in Holland this week.
life. PE The society was founded last year with the stated Eur-
P ose of/mgkiﬁ:g Calinel's wﬂ'lr\gs avail;:lﬂe in the Dutch
angudge . e journal will appedr twice a year.
By Joseph l;:lakoffA N \TION :ﬁhwgh th'e society ack?\z:«hdgeé(‘nlim's Nozi
4 P sympathies, it regards him as a great writer whose
WASHINGTON, -Jan. 18 (JTA) -- Two books deserve to be read., ' Three of them have already
rabbis and o cantor-joined today in the only pub+ = been translated into Dutch and more are expected to
lic worship sp d by the:Presidential gurdl follow. His "Voyage Au Bout deiLa Nuit" has been
Committee ‘as part of the official inauguration adapted for the stage by Belgian playright Guido Lauw~

_ceremonies that will culminate with the swear- aert and will be performed in various Dutch cities in
ing in-of Ronald Reogan as' America's 40th Presi= the next few weeks. i Ty
dent on Tuesday. ' et A |
: Rabbi David Ben-Ami;’ of Harrisburg, :Pa., JERRORIST SQUAD APPREHENDED. B

: TEL AVIV, Jan: ‘i (J;A_ ] ::ur-rfrian .5“"’“ :

ood,:N:J. and Cantor Roy Garber of the Wash terrorist squad responsible for a number of murders :
;\g'rorli Hehmv)'thgveg';ﬁéx,JWns‘hirgtm , D.C - dnd other acts of violence was ¢aptured by security
were among. the 16 clergymen who participated ir forces on the West Bank:recently; according fo :‘: Israel -
the'Inaugural Convocation held at the. Natiorial | *2mMY. okesman, :The gang '“?d been active in H
City Christian Church of the Disciples of Christ.| -Ramal ah. area north of Jerusalem -\ en o e -
The ‘others representéd the Catholic, Orthodox: | the group, termed the "liq squad” by inves 4
and:Islamic faiths., & Sy ga : g Was found'in pnssesslor of quantlh’eisg ams a

. "Ben=Amiy. in his:remarks;: said "This inter- explosives. Qg i -
faith service ;i\ns-oxpmslon,to ‘the common. . They:had: reportedly ‘carri Fa ber w‘nl';u:f_a 5
ground of allthe great:religious traditions that ders of local Arabs they said g the
. have'influenced: American life; 'stressing the /- [ . Israelis, .os well s grenade attacks on lsrael
an personality; respect for . Anotherterrorist group cop! tly i

y.of fraternalicoopera= :|. .~ Wo brothers from Hebron who,

' Ben-Ami.is chairman| -~ large ams c <in the regiol
Jewish=Christian 3k :
haimmdn of  the Rel

leaded: by

Rabbi-Andre!Ungar, - of Temple Emanuel of West-




. Jari, 18.(JTA) -~ "Whersfore
risis:different from all other. crises 7" This

even crucial, given the statel of the ¢
yone at the Cabinet table felt that econo=

political
were. pondering.here as the week began with the

decision of Premier Menachem Begin's Cabinet tol .

dissolve.the Knesset and hold elections July 7. .
Granted, Finance Minister Yigal Hurwitz
~'resigned fast Sunday and took his- three~man Rafi
faction out of thecoalition and out of the Likud.
But:senior ministers have resigned before
Begin's cabinet, including Hurwitz himself, who
* " quit as commerce minister in 1978 in protest at the
Camp David agreements, . The storms- their resig-
nations: caused ‘soon subsided .. -
.. The:answer =~.the key to the unique finality
ofthis;particular crisis =~ lies:only partly in Par-|
i y arithmetic.. The Without
Rafi would be hard put to maintain its majority in|
the. Knesset
:-- The ‘more’ fundamental answer lies in the
realm. of political psychology. The accumulati
of problems, the succession of crises and defec~
tions,the deterioration of the economy, the
withering ¢riticism of the entire press. -~ all these]
together brought the majority .of the coalition
leaders, ‘and Begin at their heed, to the conclu=
sion that enough is enough. .
; _In any.case,this government will have served
by July slightly more than a full four-year term,
~which is-longer than any previous government in
Israel's-history.- Begin would have liked to go thq
whole stretch until November, the statutory end
f: the. Knesset's term,, - But he is said to be con=
oled by the four-year record,

Early Elections Not A Disaster

> The fact that the government didl reach this
conclusion, however reluctantly -~ some would
say belatedly =~ is in itself a good omen for the
essential health and inner stability of Israel's

democracr.
"Early elections are not a-disaster, " Foreign
-~ Minister (and Begin's heir-presumpﬂve‘ Yitzhak

Shamir said in a radio inferview last week. "The
are, o' common encugh occurrence in the best and
longest established of parli y d "
\Arithmetically, say Likud floor-managers in
+.the Knesset, the government. could have carried
on, Indeed, the diehards Ariel Sharon and David
Levy of Herut, proved fo Begin with pencil and
. paper during the ﬁ:si week that there are enough
floating.votes to be had: from Knesset lone. back~
bench mavericks to ensure the government a 6]
vote majority in any confidence motion., .
« . ""But, Begin,: Shamir, Yosef Burg and Simcha
Ehrlich, the, l‘eadling figures in the main co‘aliﬁeJn
arties, nced, y-explai
ately that although nomally a majority of ond
democratic parlicment is sufficient,- in this
Id be politically.and morally wrong
jovernment to rest on votes of one-and
spinoffs. from: the: long~defunct. and. prac-]
otten Democratic Movement for. . .

. nomy, ryon
mic considérati,

jons were not Hurwitz's sole motivation:
Ironically, Hurwitz, little known outside Israel’,
|succeeded where the two mén of international renown
.in'Begin's cabinet, Moshe Dayan and Ezer Weizman,
abysmally failed, - Neither their resignafions, nor
Weizman's subsequent ouster. from Herut, shook the -
overnment for longer than a week or two. | The col-
lective survival instinct of the various components of -
the coalition quickly overcame any ‘regrets that some

- of them felt-over Dayan’s ‘and Weizman's departures. .

The government's prestige abroad suffered heavy:
blows, however, from the, departures of these two stars,
but 1' home, matters soon retumed to business as -
usual. . . .
That was also the case when, 14 months ago,

Begin lost his first Finance Minister, Simcha Ehrlich,
who fled before an unprecedented barrage of press
and public criticism. . Ironically, it was Hurwitz
then who saved the day by. rejoining the government
to take over the Treasury. Ehrlich, in an inferview
last week said with ill~concealed gratification, "
never expected great achievements from him ... but
1 didn't think he'd fail so fast." .

Hurwitz certainly would seem to have ifailed
to improve the economic situation, at least if infla~
tion statistics are a yardstick, He insists they are not.
The year end figures in that area show his performance
to have been worse than Ehrlich's.

But he did succeed in creating the circumstances
in which a tired government could do what it appears
to have itself wanted to do: .End ifs term with hionor
and go to the nation for a renewed mandate .

EL AL TAKES WING AGAIN
By Hugh Orge

TEL AVIV, Jan. 18 (JTA) =~ The general strike
that paralyzed El Al last Thursday ended 48 hours -
later following the reinstatement of six maintenance
workers ' committee members.fired earlier for staging
an unauthorized work stoppage. El Al board chair-
man Avraham Shavit rescinded the dismissal notices
under the threat of sympathy strikes by I3 major trade
unions that would have brought Israel’s entire economy
to a halt. ey | 4

While Israel’s national air carrier was operating
again, the brief strike cost the financial I‘yomenguared
company hundreds of thousands of dollars in lost rev-
enue and ifs future remained uncertain, Shavit him=;
self came under fire from fellow board members for
giving in to the workers,.'! . i

During the crisis, the E| Al board . was seriously
c’onsiderirg shutting down thé airline and reorganizing
it on a fighter basis that would eliminal mulfi-
plicity of workers ‘commi ttees. . Shavit|obtained lab- -
or's agreement to a retrenchment pldnito stem the -
.company's:losses,  But it'was rejected by Transport

‘i\inismr Haim: Landay who sent word from'his hospital
bed =~ where he'is recovering from a'leg' amputation' ==
that he was not prepared fo grant E| ‘Al additional
government funds under ! ~
As aresulf; i 5




