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FIRST EGYPTIAN VISA OFFICE IN ISRAEL .
By Yi Shorgit--= \ kN

" TEL AVIV, Febl27 (JTA) = The first
ian visa off':e in Israel opened for business
in Yfﬁe lobby of the Tel Aviv Hilton Hotel yester-
-day.-But only o few dozen of the.200~odd people
on hand were seeking visas. The gpéning was'a
:media event which coincided with.the ceremor=
- ies in Jerusalem whese Egyptian Ambassador Sood
Menodu ‘presented Eermuf; o Fresldenr

genemhcn of )wel—mm‘}e combat. mmmﬂ b re-
ploce the Kfir jet i ptor.-The U,S,-is involved
“mainly because the new.plane,, like the Kfir, will
be equippéd with on American-mode engfine.
-~ Israel thmﬁ"e wifl_require American permis-
sion fo market ine plane obrood, If this is denied, ™"
- the unit cost of pmduemg the aircraft will be much
higher thun otherwi: roblem is expected fo_
be discussed by Ma'ayan' w-tﬁ the Americans. israel
41ﬂ_qln_tr,(_n_nhtpm permission to. pmduce mﬂny nf
—the Americ de engire p

Tbe visa oﬁ‘ce s two-man stoff, headed by

=4 Salok el-Bin Soliman, Second Secverury of the

—vretericat wutine of

. Egyption Embossy,” paﬂenﬁy went through the

ficerse < There were indical W

that Isroel wili ask for American financiol asmtunce

[ mumfocture the new plonc. |
ding.fo.Ma'ayan,.the nd. i

e Of receiving plicotions
for the benefit of !he loegt o
‘media. The ond ‘of

Bp :
interndtional news|

Kﬁr w-ll be-a good aircroft but will pot be cornpet-
mve “with American’ combot planes. whidkewill con= +

o slow—mc«ug ‘tedious |ob that would ‘normall
tract ro-ctténtion, ber.one rhe iocus of televman
news comeras. :

RT3 N [e]
e horor of being the'fi. licant went eate,_the ma
DDle'er Huckstein, 'Re German %m, American|

cirize
Hiltsn. He plan{ to be on £l Al's first

flight 10 Ceiro.next Monday.:' As. camera
the event, Huckstein found.he.wos without.cash

and had 1o borrow’ the $2 visq fee from o ielevis= "

05, Yinve fo be the bockbm%: «of -Israel’s Air Force. The B

Defense Ministry's recofmendation fo .design and pro-
duce the new plane in Isael wos'odopted: by the gov-
ernment’ because Isioel wanfs“to be as independent as
" possible in military hardwore. *

ther foctors were ‘the .jobs. the new plune wnll -

intenance of high !
and the desire fo- keep the country"s best'designing- . ..+

| Falent from. seeking employment obrood. The govern-
ol ment has alréady ivested some'IL | billion in plan~

ning and, research for the new plane vghxch w:ll be
. bullt by lsméf Aircraft Indusmes.’ N b

ion crew member. ‘The second applicant was Paul-| ‘W.5. TO HONOR WIESE NTHAL

me.Grego an Egyptian Jew who came to Isrel
six yéars ago. She was one of the few-Israelis
who manoged to go to Cairo last October and:she
* was going there again-fo try to persiode her son
to_join her in Isrgel.
Hucksrem ‘and Grego rn'envcd lhe:r Egyp—
tian visas i diately. Soliman

WASHINGTON Feb, 27 (JTAY == An erica's -
honor to Simon W:esemhcl the noted Nazi-} un'er,
moved a step closer foday to reality. The House
Banking Committee approved striking o gnld medol
—'fcrhmﬁﬂ‘—ﬁwrﬂume—af-&rgrgm
House floor for o vote, -probably on Monday.

X d that
this was a gesture of good will Most Israeli- applige ~ Thé bill,"introduced by Christspher Dodd (D.

carits will have to waitabout 10 days. Byt foreign
nationals 6f countries that have visa agreements

Conn.), said that the President “is authorized fo
present, on hehalf of Congress,  the medal "in

with E3 ypt will be-able fo.obtain them immediate—|. "€0gnition of his:contribution 1o internafional jus-

ly. Soliman said that“contrary. to some reports,
\I:mehs will not be requ:red % show preof that the;

tice through the documentation und locphon of
war criminals. ™

A\
The subcommittee, which aunducted heanngs
have o.place to stay in Egypt. However,” they witlfv
have-to fly-theré as the overland route \:m El Arish| 2" the award, was he ed by Rep, Frank Annuitzio

has been losed pendmg the completion-of .nego-

tigtions befween Egypt and lsmel on the move-
mentof to s

®.11.), chaitman of the House subcommittee on con- .
sumer affairs.” The Senote hod passed a somewhat
different bill in honor of Wiesenthal last fall.

The Hnlton, one of Tel Aviv's quury hotels
overiooking the Mednermnean, isonly o 'empor—
ary hortie for the viso office and the Eg¥)tian Em-
bassy which occupies the 12th floor. Bb will
move when permanent premises are found.’ Mean-
while, the visa office is-conveniéntly located_in _|
@ corridor 6ff the main lobby. through which hind= |,
reds of guests and visitors pass daily. It was for-
merly the office of the hotel’s pub(c relgticns
manager, Rind Mor, a former. “Miss Universe. "

Mor told reporters she didn‘t mind bemgduplaced

. but said she hod virtually no wnfoc'w:rh the

Egyptidn diplomats. -

. ISRAEL, U5, 10 DISCUSS MW lSRAEI.l .
AIRCRAFT TO REPLACE KFIR INTERCEPYORS
By Ynzhuk Shorgil '

TEL AVIV, Feb, 27 \(JTA) 22 boseph!
- Ma'ayan, Director General of the Defense Min-
- mry, will go. to Washington later this week to-be-

s
intoduced by, Sen. George McGovem (D S. D Yoo s

IRELAND TRIES TO MOLLIFY ISRAEL OVER'~
PRO-PLO STATEMENTS BY IRISH LEADER -
. By Maurice Somuelson NG e

DUBLIN, Feb. 27 (JTA The |m.n Rewbhc
hes'givena ccnc»hu’ory repty b last week's stiff
| israeli profest over pro-Palestine Liberation Organ- .
ization statements by the lrish Foreign Minister: =~ .
Howeverruccardmg to Israeli chxuls,J_be_(nct re~ . .
mains that there has.been’s

Exchanges between-the- rwo cotintries were
spnrked off when Foreign Minister Brian Lenihan, ort
a visit to.Bahrein, signed'a pml statement backing
] on’ :rdepevden' Ralestinian state, and acknowledging .
- the PLO's cloim 1o represent the Polestinian people.
It also spoke of the need for total Isroeli’ withdrawal
from the occupied territories, including Jersalem. .

gin d-scusnom with Ammcon officials on ’he next: lsmel was ESPeC"’“?“"“c#'“d by, Lenihan's




—it-1o- the' |mh Embassy in London; rather; |

T JTA Dty News Bollen

e
.description of PLO chief. Yosur Arofat as "o mst
', sensible elemerit.” His further remarks omunted.
%o o virtual invitation to Arafot fo visit Dublin,:

whlch \vould fhus be the Trsf country of the _He
(@ y (EEC) to.offer ——}--ance Minister
‘....hnn.l;o Qi gt e “‘b")‘?ﬂ‘f'é?c alled
: x‘e controversy-morks ﬂ\e worst point in - ed by speculayors and the pu
lnih-lsmeh relations since d- lomatic ties were | ond the sca disappeared.. | o

up-ebout-five-years-ogo.- To-tsmel s disop="""1-
pumiment Ireland refufed 1o exchange embas-"
sies withher, ‘and contocts are maintaitied
s through ron-residenf ambossadors — by Israel's -
Ambossodorlin Britain and Ireland's emoy in
Switzerland.
When it lodged ‘its stiff protest to Ireland
lost week, ‘Isroel bioke with precedent ohd gove

mg it directly-so the Foreign-Ministry in' Dublin.

vx s‘od( ;\;Aud(ét 03 a 100} l;gamﬂ tax doders. He smd

the status of ﬂn marke' would be und\dnged nd the

~Tot 5 become victimsof
avoid black money h'onsachons, both in local and
*bre«gn gurrency,” he soid,.

erfheless, Israelis were ecrly shoken by -

the government's ocbnipt economic moves and uncers’
_tainty is rife among individuals and-in the businéss .

community. The stiff measures %-enforce tax lows

were announced simultaneously. with the switch from

an sendt- the Pound fo the new Shckel aslegal tender, ot a

rate of 10-1, While s trying to-calm-fears,

‘Although Tsraeli diplomatssay thot, it did s0.10 -
ensure speed of delivery, it could also have been | .

- the Treosuryunmnr an amendment o -the present
“tox law wh:ch will requlre 'hundreds of thousands
bemit

anger,. Not. having|
, Israel could not

_have mod¢ therusual gesture of dlspledsune by

. recqlhng him, for: consultations.” -

Since then, the Israelis have 5o|lowed up,
- ihevrdnpbmﬂnc messoge by sending their.London
press counsellor, Yehuda Millo, to Dublin to put
the Israeli case to politicians: and the press. 'H
inted out-toctly that the lack of an Isroeli em-
gssy here comrcsls with the opening of one

‘\;;,,,,

o‘“‘fﬁelr P

. sofal qsseh by o May dexdline.
The statemgnts will have o' list the contents

ure. Hurwitz hod demanded in oddition. that sofe

. deposit boxes be opened in the presence of an in--

come: tax oﬂ"cuol But a Cobinet mapnry re|ec'ed
~that req of pﬂ-

yacy. The: storemenf WI" "B FeQUiTEd Fom every

7

vate safe deposit boxes, o tontroversial meas-

person ‘who earped over. iL: 660,000 or 66,000 Shek— o

Coim. ;o
Lenihan's Rémarks-Braw-Fire

Amgng the Irish  public,:
" hove already been greeted unfavorably; partly
because it wos-nof prepared fot’them, ond also -
because of the widespread assumption here that
the PLO is,linked w-th the Irish Republacon Arrny
'ermnsf orgamzuhon. -

Opposition politicians are expecled o ex-
press their disquiet at o debate in the Dai] {Par~
liament) iz week Frank Cluskey, leader-of the

irish Lobor-Party, ~ond JimO’Keefe, foreign of- |

fairs ‘spokesman of the Fine Gael Party, have al--
re(:dy criticized the government at theirown pars.
ties' national conferences.-Criticism was also .
woiced at-the confqence o' the ruling Fionng '
Fail Porty. °

Lenihan's remarks were also questioned by
the Irish Times, Dublin's leading daily, ‘not-known|"
for its sympathies for Israel. The strongest anti-
PLO statement was made on locol television by..
Ireland’s newly appointed Chief Robbl, who was
broughl -up-in England but shidl& ina yeshlvu in

1

Ismel where he

els-{approximorety” 510,000] ;o—sr’yﬁﬁ e
~~Meanwhile, economic. analysts are criticizing,
Hurwrrz for frightening the wbhc with medsures .
that have little real economic value. Prof. Assaf

Raunne, a former advisor tothe Financ:; Ministry, .~

said yesterday that the government wou d have done
better fo concentrate on drafting o ‘cantructive
budget. Some commentators said Hurwitz is Iosmg
the populorhy he has enpyed  for.

JQDGE REJECTS DEPOKTAT!O
~FOR FORMER. WAR CRIMINAL

WASHINGTON, Feb. 27 JTA) - The case
ior the. deponuhon of c,éﬁ:-yepr-old Latvian native
w. livingin Baltimore; for alleged war crimes 8
ogcnns' Jews was turned.down by o U.S zhm:gm-
tion judge for lack of subs'onhul evidenc
Emil Bobek ruled that none of the government's wit=
nesses satisfactorily idenfified Karlis Detlavs as. -
bemg the same man they saw beat ond»pamc pate
in"the execution of Jewish residents in Lot
“World War If,-Although Detlavs conceded s
the.Nozi-organiZ#d LatvianLegion during

jor of afttion in the m:d l97Ds. Irelard has
3000 Jews; but rhey e pfpvd ch‘fu‘eur |mks

wn'h Israel.

APPEAL TO HAL
By. Gil Sedan,

JERUSALEM, Feb 28 (JTA) - Fmance o
Minister Yigal Hurwitz appealed to the public?
today in an attempt to halt the stock mdiket panic.
that greeted his new measures oimed of cracking
down'Gn tax evoders He uvged lsmells ot to be -
“fooled by specul ore drog  the

‘Bobek ruled that- [ing ‘about this on an applicc
foro .Sy visaia Wwa'r“r warront Detlav 3

deponuhon.

Detlavsthas cdm:n that he lleda!x;uf ‘the
. membership, but denied all other charges dgaimst
h-m,*includmg several- reports that he had beaten
- Jews between 1941 ond 1943 ir'Latvia, os well as
| having helped select d' group of Jews for éxecution
inLotvia in 194l. A spskesman for the Justice De-
partment said yesterday -that it-has not yet been

decided whether fo appeal the judge's '!ll-ﬂ.f :

NCERN OVER ANTI-ISRAEL ISSUES
B AT UN WOMEN'S "CONFERENCE .

market down. L !

. Prices dropped by 10-30 percent g7ithe Tel
Avnv Stock ‘Exchange yesterday and 67 stocks were
ot troded ot all. It.was the steepest plunge since”
the government declared war on “black money”
‘last Friday -~ money that passes through the econ-
omy without being taxed. Hurwitz saughi 1o, assiire

NEW YORK, Feb. 27 (JTA) == n.an:*Action
Alert" concerning ﬂ)e Mid-Decade World Confer-
“ence of the UN D r Women to be held in-
-July’in Copenhagen, Eleanor Marvin, president of
the International Council of Jewish Women (ICJW),
waried its 32 worldwide offiiigtes that "an item on
the economic and social problems of the Palestinian

mves'on thot he has no; m'efmon of u:mg the .~

women hod ‘been odded fo the ugenda e




.l . o A
JTA Daily News, , Bulletin T

_to _cove

+hove met with White House tind Stote’ Deprfrﬁnsm R

—the-
closed %o the public gnd

- Klaguw,. in an interview yumda witn the lead~
{sblad, " said if the nubnw‘

L

* The National Counc-l of Jewish Women X
(NCJW) responded mmedlu'ely, along with sev=
ercl other amhcms i rm:lirg NCIW in“Camdo

lmg his official.trip to Boghdad beca&eﬂ)}e Neth-

eflands wos hosting the autoromy. talks, vonder -

Klonuw said that he hod explained 1o !hejmqn Am-
dor that Holland's role in the falks was “pas—

and Women (i Zionst
o

ogoainst Isroel. ) '

*ve sent out an dlerto our sechor\s re-
icipation‘in Regional Preparatory. Con-
our UN representatives have been’
idShirley Leviton, national president
- “We dré working closely with the
Leodersmp Conference ofJewish Women's Organ-
izations %o prevent-the politicizarion™ 95 the Mid-
Decade World Confer Among. its [

. sive™ since it was snmply‘ngr

nce’it w reeir Amencan
requat % have the talks here. - "

The Iroqi government abruptly cancelled o
scheduled visit to Boghded
-this-week-fo:protest- Holland's-agreement
mrorme tolks between isroel, Egypt and the U.S. on

Palestinion autonomy .. ~Van der Kloauw was about: fo
leave for Baghdad last Saturdoy when he was in-"
formed by the' Iroqi Ambassador that his visit hod
been wsfponcd indefinitely. " The Iroqis said they
want furth on on ‘Holland's present pos--

counter this unh-lsmel compaign, lC]W/u oskmg

van der Klaouw ec;her B
" the

tion on the Middle East eonﬂu:t beiqre rhe visit can .

“that the.item on_Palestinian women be
T ’he situation in_respect 1o ‘All Refugee
Wormen'.

In the Umfed Smres NCwW v

“toke-p

Von der Kloouw's visit, ot the mvnohon of
“the Iraqi Foreign Mini
Yen’e i reh?lons

was
Holland and Imq.

ofﬁcmls urgmg that the U.S. delegation fo.Cop-.
be i

b He ol hoped 16" forther

Holland ond other Arob countries which teached on"

11-ti

low after the Yom Kippur War. In 1975,

d %o oppose ™ mat-
térs" at the conference. Such a rexlution was

Max.van der Stoel, who was Foreign Minister in v the——

; Odop’ed los! sumh\u m Madison, Wi -ata ious Labor g
Commi £ fhe 1977
Hous'on (.exos\ National Women's Confi ce, at| and

, visited Egypt and Tunisia.

1-Van der Kloauw_has alreody visited Syria; Jordal

the nequesv of the Jewish Women's Coucus..
: "R;chembenng the politi¢ization of the In-
ternational Women's Year (IWY) Gonference in:

; k=

.:Holland is providing development. d
%0 Yroq, mainly inthe fields of imrigation, eattle  ~
breeding, agriculture and ‘transport.

City'in1975, wh
t:enxaLds_ug.l —heod; yﬁmusr_be ex:mme
ly d:hgem 1 do all in our power to prevent o sim-
ilar turn of évents in Copenhdgen. Such'c devel-
cthe i

LsRAEL CONCERNED ABQUT - -
I'UK l’.bYP‘

NEW YORK; Feb. 27 (JTA) =~ Ephraim Evron, *

lsmel's Ambassador to the - Uni ted States, fold the'

opment could be-most.ck ing. $ou! of
Israel in the world commumry, "said Esther Londa,|
immediate past presldenrof NCJW who is a-mem=
ber of President Carter’s Advisory Committee for: |
“Womem: Shewas also instrumental in forming the
* Jewish Women's Ccucus ot the Houston conference

on women.

AUTONOMY TALKS HELD UNDER TIGHT
SECURITY-IN THE NETHERLAI\DS
By Henriette: Boc!s e

AMSTERDAM, Feb. 27mA)

n;e ninth

round of talks on Polestinian autonomy in the West}
Bapk.and~Guzd Strip began toddy ot the seaside -

_s5%n of Scheveningen near The Hugue ugfr ugx‘n
ecurity.
The N:"u ‘between the Umred States, Isruel
“and Egyptwere being held on' the third floor-of thel
luxurious Kuthaus Hotel oxerlooking the-North
Se6. No one was allowed cbove the first floor of
beaeh behind-the-hotel hos.bees. .
licemen with dogs are,
(patrolling outside of the gilding while marksmen
are posted on the rof.
.The talks, which are expected fo end fri-
doy,. began foday with Sol-Linowitz; Presudent
13 emeyfm—M:ddl- Eusv neg)he-
tions, and Ei Prime A Khalq
il present. Interior Minister Nosef Burg, heod of
the Israeli delegation, arrived late in the day.”
Dutch Foreign Minister Christoph van der

ing Dutch daily, “Hond:

omy talks do not su:c by rhéMny 26 deodlme,
Com=-

the nine membx
mynity may fnke rhe mmahve o clnend Secutity
Council Resol 242. Lord C o 'hJ_ 3

‘British Forelgn , has
* the remlutio to ive lhe R!Ieshmanspohhool
status.

= urreﬂecr'cn Israel's secori

-ficial mhc ljwcufd be, Evron expressed concefn that
““the qualifative gop between-Isroel and Egypt would

Asked: about Iroq s sudden decgnn concel-
Lanpl .

of Presidents of Major Ameri Jewish

Organizations today thot Israel was worried abopt

~the quantity, quality and dates of delivery of newly-

“announced U, S, ams ‘or Egypt . Presidents Confer-
ence members, who attended the off-the-record
briefing, said Evron reported that Isroel was now giv--
ing intensive y.to the Egyphan ams packoge ond

it predicting wh

be mnowed, if not closed, under ‘the terms of the "
d sale of U.S. ad d weapons-to Cairo.

He moted thét in the post, Isroel hod American

arms while its Arab adversaries were equr};pd with

. Sovietweapons and'jefs. Because fhe U.S, ams were

generally of superior quality, he'said, lsrael enjoyed

a qualitative advantoge, even rbugh the Arabs hod

prop:

| greater umunts of military. equipment. But with the
pmposutlb eq wnh large amounts of U.S.
|_war materiel, E: d_th

Israeli advantoge would belo

5
Evron voiced patticular concern about the U.S.

offer to sell Egypt the F-I5 fighter bomber, regarded -

as the most lethal convenhoml’wecpon in the Amer-
ican arsenal . Isrdel is now toking delivery on F-15s

it contracted for two_ years:ago . Some.of Isn:lel'

F-15s hod been destined fo ‘Iran under the Shah.

When the Khomeini regime fook power and can-
celled the dmms deal, ihg pkmes were offered fo Isrcel

TORONTO'(JTA) -~ John Ross Taylor, Ieud{ C
the Wes . has| Sentenci a7
maximum one-year (ml lenn and his mvement has

| been fined $5000 for ¢ ,ofcour{‘or
ating anti-Jewish propoganda-in violation of.a decus-
jon by @ human rights tribunal that has the force of o
Federal Court of Canada order. However, the sen-
fence and. the' fme were suspended on condition rhnf

t the order. :
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JTA Daily News Bulletin:
By Seth Hurwitz

;Gy "hosu population of hmelu more than it has
a populonon of Jews.” lsraeli Jqﬂﬁ, especially
the youth; have no-Jewish-jdenti little
feeling for the country. There's very little they
believe in —= there's 0 vacuum inside them.”

These are the sen’ﬁmems exprasud by
Hillel Wiener, the executive vice president of
the r Educational ‘Affiliates, o mn—poll < -
cal, udepevdent organization bosed n Israel”
which is now tockling this problem. Although !he
group is- Imle-kmwn in the United-States; —

with the Jewish_

Jewish educuhon system oumde of

hesaid;fs
e the gap. rhnfexlsls beMeqn ﬂ\e relig-
secularist gmues in‘lsrael.®

odncept, “what we've tried

nusbgg

Along with that
10 do is to set up what we call *Jewish identity

_Progroms' . .. which involves frying.fo trarsmit. b
youngsters, in the most creative, intelléctual,
rotional framéwork the basic concepts of .bdcum
and to expose.the .youngsters 1o these ideas in
such o way thaPit will be most pclumbie fo fhem

-.Gesher.is.not-i

—4—

‘o mclude the enfire family,, not ]_ st the teenage
son or. doughter. - .
“About three years ago, * W-ener snu'l ‘we ;
1o produce cumicula- fof-the school system -
rseﬂ‘ ~where; Under-csntrae we

'Have*Neoyain,’ really meaning ‘Come Let Us Ex-

L plom . In this program, during school'houss,

“youngsters were exposed, -in official curticular
form to the very basic elements of spécific holidays,

| so that they would receive o' much deeper understand-

ing of what the hlsbncul and religious aspects of.
the holidays were.*®

This series is now distributed 1o approximately
.55 ,000 students during each’ Jewish hohday ond is’
£ wLessfvl that, Gesher now_runs a junior high
school series now beinig studied by.over 40 percen’
mvenmé?—_
The progrom is also-unique in that before it

-} goes.about.teaching the. shudents it nups.seminars_for....

the primarily non-religious teo: What is done,
suid Wiener, is "o gef their (the chers') input,

re-the materials 0 we know what is most pal-
uta le far them to teach; ‘for. the youngsters to leamn,
" what is iost uccep'able/n terms of approach, ond - -
then 1 run.seminars 1 train ﬂ‘.em in fhe use.of the
_materials.”

"Four 'Orgumznhonal Arms
At present, Gesher has_four ®

ror.is it onncer@mrhhddmg 7hmg;motenqlr
sueh os rebuildi
roel as Operuhon Renewal does. Gesher'is trying
to guide the ideas of Israeli youth, so thpt the
ron-religious sector may, if not follyw-Jewish
Law, ot ledst appreciste-itr ci!% e and heritoge,
ond so that the religious sector understands why
the secularists are the way they are and, says
Wiener, learns “not fo demg’ate and talk down
fo the non-religious.. _

" Dr. Dariiel Tropper,.o’ nahve New Yorker, ]

ds in Is- |

Mossad. Gesher, which runs the student sem~
15;-the David Schoen-tnstitute-for Creative Jew=
ish Education, which trains-the teachers ond pre- .
duces curmitula for.the igh and high school?
Jeruialem Productions, which is wcrkmg to produce
. a Sesome Street-type television series embodying

|, -Gesher's approsich to ¢reative Jewish education in’

o further cttempt to reach the entire family; ond,

lelK the Machonim, or Institutes for- Zionist: ond :

+ Jewish Ed formerly a

founded in- the eurly' |970§ by, Nbrdechul Bnr-On,
the

founded- Geshenn—l?ﬁ?—w'hrrha wenton uuyu
aofter, ing to Wlener, becomi

at the d and. the thot
existed in Israel. " Tropper. began ¥o run informal

. -educational seminar programs where Israeli relig-
icus and ligious could ok question und
exchange ideas, 'with, in Tropper s words,

holds barred.* By using these methods, smd
W'ener, "he wds able fo get the youngsters to.al<

most ‘enjoy. tulkmg fo one ‘another, “ and o leam

—things previously "so misunderstood by them. "
Deve‘.aped Increased Cnnrdence o

Over the'years, the crgamze
because of the increased confidence it received

ernment "o ‘th 4
were-able to_get direct subsidies from the gover:
ment, in_terms of running seménars. " Eventually,
Gesher began o run seminars_ for the government
-- they were able fo take youngsters out of school
a ¢ertain. number of hours a week, -and work with
them
In 1976, when the olgamzuhon become big
“encugh, it pur:hosed @ campus in Safed where it
expanded its seminar programs. from running sémin-
ar programs for1000 or 2000 y q year fo

v deve!oped i

Gesher Foundation to-become ﬂle Gesber gducn-
hanal Affiliates. .

Theé biggesf arm of Gesher, ‘the KAachonim,,
wb-ch previously ran programs for over 40,000
youngsters, now. enables Gesherlto reach almost

50, (X)O students. "And our projection is thl this
year, " said Wiener, Gesher "will be running seminar
- ‘programs in basic concepts of Judaism, Jewish iden-
tity, values and heritoge fw 85 percent of the lith -

rél
tating Israeli ‘criminals, os well as wcrkmg with the
Israeli §epbmdu: populuhon, frying to'giverit;-in-
Wiener's wcrds, "a sense of its own worth,  rother
than trying_fo_impose upon it the kenazic, customs
and-laws ‘\nhuch the government has all foo often
been doing.”
: Gesher has also_beén working with Sov:er
Jewish eémigrees in transit in Rol me, Wiener said.
‘The Gesher representatives in- me ‘do rot try fo .
go on aliya, but merely try .
mpart-fo them-a-“pasitive feeling wurds ¢ N
own heritoge, tawards their own Jewishness,"'so *
that they. will not lose themselves % assimilation,

‘where they could run them for between 3000 1o
5000 a year. The facilities in-Safed also gave
them Hne opporfumly fo wn iollow-up progroms,
), -cof~
fee houses, study cnrcles, mini-seminars within

“Wiener said, “Asked why. Gesheg.bas offices only in -«
New York and jn ]'olonro, outside of Isriel, Wiener
~replied: “We live -a captive ouvdience in .ﬂvel; we
have support from the Isroeli, government; and not
only that, we have our homeland. which should stand
as an emmple fo everyune else -.:s< Let's start ot

the’school system, and even those specifically run

home.”

. wrote a series for the high school, which was entitled



