-, with President  Carter." - A commu
“affer a_four-hour-political debate ifdicated no
specnfic new concessions by Israel . But the com= |-

- in‘the Israeli plan; he said:

@.ﬂi\ da|ly news bulletm
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+.on 'Wwhich to p

_in a:day or. two. There:would
tives; bo, Naor pledged by
* would ruin them " '

Naor ddmitted that the Isrcell Cubmet could

C‘ABIANEY'SUPPORTS BEGIN; TERMS PEACE
PLAN 'FAIR-BASIS' FOR NEGOTIATIONS
By David Landau

JERUSALEM March 26 (JTA)-=The Cublnef
today unummously approved reports by Premier
Menacheni-Begin and Fureugn Minister Moshe -
Duyun on their Washington Visit and on their

"presentation of the Israeli position.in the talks
se issued

munique. pomredly referred 1o the ‘lsraeli peace

plan-as-4 “"fair. basis" for negotiation, deliber- .|’

ately using ‘the wordmg whxch Carl'er himself has
consistently “Used
" Cabinet Secretary Arye Naor said he woﬁd
"not pretend" that there had been d change of *

“situation since last week, when:Begin had pub-

licly declared that certain demands-made by the
U.S. were unacceptable by Israel. i

But he pointed out that the:Cabinet.com-
munique was phrased "without any negatives"

.and. added that Israel wanted Egypt to come for-

ward with-counterproposals. Israel did not see its
peace plan as a. dlktcr ‘Naor:said, bm as‘a basis.
w|rh~ﬁ- b ive’

tions.:- The time "has not come yet for changes"
Such. titne would
only come-if and when subs'unhve negohahcns K
were entered upon . *

-Number OF Initiatives Underway RS

Naor said the Cabinet would be rukmg a
"number of initiatives” designed to "advance the
resumption of negotiations with Egypt." One of

these will be Begin's reply to Egyption President’|

Anwar Sadat's lastletter to him, received-just
before he left for Washingtoh. That w1|| be sent

be said to have responded to Carter's appeal for
"reconsideration" mumly in the literal sense of

having reconsidered in detail all the aspects of

the Israeli peace plan and the political {ituation,

-1t had not resﬁonded to the ‘extent. of ucfuully

introducing’ changes.. He: insisted that uranimity

,.had prevailed at the Cabinet dgbate, with Dem: |
.1.0cratic Movement for ‘€hange ministers joining

_. ported.eff

- Israeli

others in endorsing the Premier's dctions and re-
iterating their support of the Israeli peace plan.

Raps.U.S. Meddling

Speaking for the Cabinet;*Naos blasted re~
U.S. officialsto "meddle" in
y airing the wish for a'change
of Premier. !Ministers expressed their disdain

at rh«s," Naor said. Ministers, and particularly

e,

_Firiance Minister Simcha Ehrlich, had also-hit o

at Labor's Abba Eban for: speckmg ona New
York TV station interview. of the governmenf'
"disintegration. " Ehrlich scud fhls "crossed the
line of loyalfy to the ‘State’. '

s The Secretcry said Defense Minister Ezer
Weizman's call for a unity government and his
criticism of the:Cabinet for not-acting enérgetic-
ally enough Io revwe the tclks w-rh Egyp? ad

nor confe up at koday s égssion. But appurently
‘they were the subject of an earlier tete-a-tete be-
tween Begin and Weizman in the Premier's oﬂlce
No details of this-were available.  :

Naor said. the Cabinet was aware of 'he vel

. -sharp and widespread.. crificism around the world of -

Israel's action in Lebanon.-He faulted the army
kesman's office for failing to roperlv explain

E: action and the methods used ﬁy rhe sroel o

Defense Force. ; ‘

g_gzpr Prépared For-Further Peuce Efforrs -

. (Meanwhile, the Egyptian National Securlfy
Council, ‘the country's top policy-making bady,.
declared yesterday that it was prepared to go chead
with  Middle Easf peace ‘efforts:despite the recent .

~events<n' Lebanion, although it indicated it did

not expecr any progress until Israel chunged its
policy.’ The meeting-wos called.in Cairo by Sadat.
Forelgn Minister Mohamnied Kuamel, ina

- statement after the meetihg, said "Egypt will con-

- fully aired, retyrned to a sharply quded lsrael.. His
ly ¥

_bitter political debate

-not as a negotiator or mediator.” He said that.if the: -

tinue its peace efforts toward a just and compre-
hensive settlement in the Middle Eust based on Is=
raeli-withdrawal from the: :occupied Arab territories
and recognition of the need;and necesslty “for mutual
security for all cdunh n this region.

(Sadat, meanwhile, told a visiting delegation

. “frof American universities today that the U.S.

should’deal with the Mideast as a full partnet and

Paleshnluﬁ\queshon wes_$olved "in all its dimen-
sions, 90 percenr of the:othee problems will be
solved and we can achieve ;Se
WEEKEND ROUNDUP: . ./,
EL AFTER BEGIN'S WASHINGT N VIS'IT
By David Landav, "Yitzhok Shargil, Gil"Sedan’
JERUSALEM, March 26 (JTA!)--PT'emler Men
achem Begin, his. fundcmento! differences with Pres-
ident ‘Carter over the methods of dchieving peace

ace in no hme-")

supporters are rallying behind

alarmed by his feilure ;
of Israel's poslrlon’{ a
icy and,*possibly;’ ne:

ccn endorsement

G charige of pol-
p'ds oné of the most -

in the'nation's hmcry begun .

to. take shape.
Several hundred Begl supporrers, res ondmg to
exhortations from the pulpit during Scbbafc services
d-a solldonry demonstration outside the, Prime’.
Minister's residence last night. It underlined the
growing polarization befween "hawks” arid "doves." "
A doyish religious group called "Other Zionism" -

.and a group called "Peace Now".announced that-*

they would stage a sit-in in_front of ‘Begin's home to

. protest "the. political failureof Begin's policy " . -

Bégin returned from the U.S. at noon Friday
to.a warm reception by Cabinet ministers, " senior

-military. officers, Knesset members, the twp chief”

rabbis and an extroordmurlly Iarge turn-out of the
press corps: :
He told them ‘that his tatks wnh’ Carter in Wash
mg!on were difficult--"the most difficult three days’
of my life" -thdt “we were presenfed with defmands’
which we could not accept," that "there were points
on. which we- partially agreed" but "l-cannot drvulge -

“af present what they are" ond "there.were points. on.

which .we-shall ‘continue to discuss.™ He also re="

. ferred 1o ‘continuing confacts with Egypt "dmec)"
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‘ and Yvia the'U.S." and pledged to “use all ways
- ..in:pursuance of peace."

. intended to.propose but did not elicit the Premier's

__tacked by all brahches of leud

" qudrter to depgse Begin. But the statements'were

* rumored mtervemhop from Washington. -

JTA Dally News Bullehn

ST Mach 27,1978 o

But Begin was confronted on hls return with
what some observers see as anincipient revolt,
within his own-coalition Cabinet. Before he land~
ed; lsmeh‘ newspapem were featuring an interview
swith Defense Minister Ezer Weizman who called ~
for the immediate establishment of a "national .
peace government" embracing the Labor opposition) -
Weizman sdid this was necessary because Israel
was in themidst of an unpr#cedenfed crisis with
the U.S. and must present g united front to
Washmgton. & .

But some circle: ickly inferprated his r
marks as Weizman's first move to depose Begin.
They pointed out that Weizman knows quite well
that Labor would not join the Likud-led coalition
‘government unless its policies were substantially
altered, an unlikely prospect as long as Begin re-
mains gt the helm. ~ Sources close to the Defense
Minister told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency that
it wauld be:"premature” to view Weizman's pro- -
posal as.o move to change r_he_pclmcul feadership.,

Begin, ‘when asked for his reaction, t61d re-;
. porters_at.Ben Gurion-Airport-that he had:iot-read -
the interview. But if Weizman meant’ uJ'govem-
ment of peace, wé already have one, " Begin said,
and if he meant a national unity govemment, "I -
always was and am today wholeheartedly for it.*
It was learned from reliable sources, however, thaf]
Weizman had informed Begin in advance of what hd

choice of a candidate to succeed Presidenprh- |
raim Katzir and endorsed their own leader, - i
Elimelech Rimalt,for the Presidency. The Liberal .

Party holds |5 Knesset seats. -Should it, or a,part’

of it, defect from Begin's policies and should they

be joined by the NRP's dovish faction, Begm st
coalition would crumble: VR

~frained-in His interview from attacki
—policies and agreed with the Premier that the U.S.
‘was, in effect, demuhdmg total withdrawal by
Israel from the occupied Arab territories which,
-he said, Israel can never dccept. But observers R
noted that while ‘arguing for Israel's continued
-presence-on'thé’ West Bank, the Defense Minister
cited purely security needs. He did not claim, as
Begin has done tepeatedly, that the West Bank be-
longs to Israel for historical and religicus regsons, -

Welzman, himself,a membér of Herur,

» His interview contained implicit criticism of , -

. the Premier's handling of the peace process. Weiz-
man maintained that Isrcel “could have done more *
and should still -do_more" fo revive direct négotia- "

tions with Egypt. He recalled his own conversa= -
tions.with_Presjdent' Anwar Sodat and stressed that’

hestill mamtqm; conh:cts with, Egypf 's.War. Minis
ter. Gen.
. man was dlsenchonted with. American- medlahon -
efforfs. He claimed that the shuttle diplomacy co
ducted by U.S." Assistant’ Secretary of State Alfred
‘Lv Atherton had been counterproductive.

Opposmcn By The Labor Alignment

M , Weiz-

. blessings. Weizman already has been Fercely at=

Begin's Ace Card

.« Begin' s ace card at the moment»appeurs to be ||
a widespread rumor that the Carter Administration’
actively seeks his opiter. As expe is has
drawn.anindignant response from the Isrueln pub-
lic. Yehuda Ben Meir, Whip of the National Re-_ |-
ligious Party's' Kiiesset faction, mrrcduced an ur- .
gent motion over the ‘weekend to protest "the

. American intervention attributed to news reports
that an Amierican peérsonality called* for ‘the chan§e
‘of government in Israel as a prerequisite for peace.

*Whién Begin was.asked about the- rumor, he
noted that the Premier of lsrael is elected by the ° | ¥
nation and the Knesset, nf by any American dip= | .
lomatic representative. He was applauded by the
assembled reporters. v -

But sources close to Begin are already llnklng
‘Weizman's proposul and the rumored Américan in-
tervention fo a sinister plot against the Prime Min=
ister in which, they hint, the opposition and per-
haps sections- of the.news mediaare involved.
Begin acknowledged that he has troubles in his
own political establishment when he foldreporters
"Give me some time to put my house-n order: I *
- have~just arrived. "

Nature, Magnitude Of Pr'nblem

The exdct nature and magnitude of his troub-
les were' subjects of intense speculnhon here over’
the weekend. Within hours of ‘the appearance of -

. the Weizman interview, Likud's;Liberal Party wmg
issued statements re]ecfrng any cnempf frof any.

-formulated in a patrigtic context as rep! 'es to the.

Man§. observers believe that the leemls, Ll
smore moderate ‘on. foreign policy matters:than l’heIL
Herut ‘partners, may play a-decisive rolé’if.and_ ¢
‘when any-momentum builds- up to. get rid of Begin
Only a week aga/, fhey openry .opposed.Begin's, .

the Knesset tomorrow: He faces a strong attack
from oppesition leader Shimon Peres.’ Peres flo'ly
rejected the idea’of o~
ment" in
-He stressed-that |
changed béfore the political. srruc'ure of the Cab-
inet can be changed. - )
! .- Peres was supprted b 'fcrmer Foreign Minister - ~
. Abba Eban who ch" ng();d the Democratic Mové- -
"' ment for Change-¢
within the NRP and fhe Liberal Party to fally oround
“a more realistic forengn pollcy and force the gov-
errfmi

..ent parliamentai

chupge ite.stand on.the issue of Jewish settlements.
in Pccupied Arab :territories and orf'its clalrr\)bqt

~ Sedurity Council Resolution 242 istnot applicable
o the Wesl' Bank with respect to temritorial com-
promise.
slmply by accepting'a moratoriumn setflement
ccnvuty during the negotiating period and reiterat-

“~ing our fidelity to Resolution 242-without the" -
superfluoys addition which accepts that 242 has
'no application wha'ever to Judaea: and Samarla,
Eban-said.

- By Yitzhak Rabi .

“Begin isdue to' makea’ ‘polifical statement to -~
2
Ynationial peace govern-

erviews published ovet the weekend.
he government's policy must be

Hpractical" elements -

t to change its course; even under the ‘pres-
structure.. :
“Specifically, ‘Eban said 'the gevernmem should

"] think we could correct the ‘situation

EGIN URGES U, S 'JEWS OMOBILIZE KR >
PUBLIC OPINIQN ON ISRAEL'S BEHALF

JNEW YORK, March 26 (JTA)--Premler ‘Men

achem Begin of Israel’ urged American Jews to Y
“unite 'in support of Ysrael and urged that they show

their solidarity with the Jewish State by helpmg
mobilize American public opinian on behalf of

- his Jovemment's proposed peace plan with the
“Arabs.
-it known, gsk for. support, " Begin told some700 -
-Jewish leaders in o meeting‘convened by the Con-
ference of Presidents of Major Amencan Jewnsh o
Organizations. S

"Go around, take our peace.plan; make

Robbn Alexunder Schmdler, chmrmcn of the

.







