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IN RECEIVES FRIENDLY LETTER FROM. .
SADA LEADING TO SPECULATION THAT"
THE TWO LEADERS MAY MEET AGAIN
By Gil Sedan

JERUSALEM, March 2 (JTA)--Premier Men-
+ achem Begin said today that he would reply early
next week to a Ie"era{om President Anwar Sadat
of Egypt delivered this morning by U.S. Assist-
ant Secretary of State Alfred L. Atherton. The
contents of the four-page letter were not dis- " -
closed but it was reportedly written in a friendly |
tone and concerned the current efforts to draff'a
rinciples. by-lstael and Egypff
he letter-was tﬁe first personal contact be-
- rween Sadat and Begin since their Christmas qu
meeting ot Ismailia and led to speculation that it
might lead to another meetifig between the two
men. But Begin, after conferring with Atherton
this moming, said only that there was still o basig
-for continuing the present negotiations. -
Atherton, who arrived here unexpectedly
from Cairo last night,also met with Foreign. MinisA
ter Moshe Dayan and 'was to meet with. Attorney-1
* General Aharon Barak later today.. He is sched-
uled 16 go.to Amman Friday, presumably for dn-
.. other attempt to persuade. Jordan to enter the

Israeli-Egyptidn peace process. *Atherton'is ex~ |-

pec'ed to zeturn to.Cairo riext Tuesday with ~

- Begin's reply:to Sadat. -,

: Begin and other Israelis have expressed hope

in:recent days that direct peace talks would be

T FesTmed With Egyptinsteddof the indirect con- -
tacts Waintained with Athérton” as intermediary .
But Egyptian Foreign Minister. Ibrahim'Kaamel

;. 'observed yesterday that the next-move did not
depend on jsrael or'Egypt but on the Americans.

| 50 PEOP

" SETTLING THEMSELVES IN SINAI; BEGIN .-
ASKED TO RULE ON VALIDITY OF ORDER
By Yitzhak Shargil and Gil Sedan

JERUSALEM, March 2 (JTA)-—Premler Men-
achem Begin was. colled on today to rule on the
validity of an.orderby Defense Minister Ezér,
Weizman barring a group of 50 settlers- from-es- .
tablishing themselves ot Kadesh Barnea in Sinbi,
about 40 miles southeast of El Arish. Weizman-
issied 'his instructions to the. Milifary Govemor
last mghf ofily-hours before the séfﬂers, mem="

"bers 6fd Labor-oriented moshav movement, were |
ented av ‘ ""Sadat how counts on America-to exert pressure-en’ . °

to occupy ‘the site which has been under: prepuru-
tion for some time.

His.order tnggered Qn mdlgnunt proresl' rom
Agriculture. Minister Ariel Sharon who said
_first learned of it from the news media and con~ .
tended that Kadesh Barnea was not ‘a new-settle-
ment but an existing ohe :* He askéd Begin to-

‘overrule-the Defense Minister. Begin's-only.com-|.

. ment today was that "there is & Céhinet resoli-

- tion on the issue and everything will be ok."

He was referring to the Cabinet!s decision
Sunday to mamrmn the status quo with respect to
settlement policy. -The Cabinet. said there would
be ¢ fi0 new s lements in Sinai buta "thicken-

:ing" of existing ones. Weizman upparenrly issued] .

“his grders on the basis of the Cabinet position.
' " The Kadesh Bamea.site was approved far set-

. that it was not a new seftlement. However, he said,

-'to observe the intenational day of solidarity with '

advance pcrfy has been preparing the land in the
area for the past seven months. Arye Nehamkin,-
secretary of the moshav group, also maintained”

‘o

his 6rganization is not the Gush Emunim and "if the

rgovernment decides thut we have to leave we shall -

do so. - i
BILLS OPPOSE UN PALESTINE UNITS
By Joseph Polakoff

WASHINGTON, March 2 (JIA)«BOH\ Houses "
of Congress currenlly ave legisTative proposals to
stop U.S. |c:pahon in the United Nations Gen-
eral Assemm,y s recent decision to establish a'special.
unit to spread information about 'Palestinian nghrs. "
ReprAbner Mikva (D.IN.) introduced a companion
bill in the House yesterday fo a previous measure in
the Ser;cfe proposed by Sen J. Harrisan Williams

D.NJ A

i The alleged purpose of the UN onit would be -

the Palestinian people; % Mikva'said in‘the House.
"Inreality, however, the organization would dis-

“seminate messages of ‘hatred cgumsf the Sr_gte of

- BEN:ELISSAR WARNS THAT EGYPT 1is

Israel and its i h.piopaganda can ¢
only complicate.and @s:bl {izé the sensitive
peace negotiatiohs now bemg conducted in rhe Mld-

_-dle East, " he said.’

Accordmg to -Mikva, the newly formed
amay be viewed as an extension of the UN Co .r-
tee on.the Exercise of the Inalienablé Rights of the *
Palestinian People." This committee is composed of -
23 member states, 19 of. which have no. diplomatic
relations with /lsrael . 'Cleurly, both the old com-
mittee and, the new-unit will result.only in a further -

- erosion of the respect- for the «mpamal:ry g"he .

United Nations," Mikva said.
He sfo}ed’the new special unit will "reflect fhe
iews" of the Palestine-Liberation Organization "as - -

did its predecessor, the Palestine. Committee, ."and

the PLO remains a terrorist organization committed

to the destruction of the. State of Israel by any )
means available to.its.members." The unit begcn

to operate formﬂlly\yesterday

COUNTING ONU.§, TO PRESSURE TSRAEL :
MIAMI. BEACH, Fla., March 2 WTA)--The

Israeli leader who" headed the first-peace delegation

o’ Cairo declared here today that "President (Anwar)‘

Israel.” Dr. Eliahu Ben Elissar, director general-of -

- the Peime Minister's Office, said he belieyes that

Egypt's negotiating position has "actually ‘become .
tougher followmg Saduf's visit to the Umted States
a,month ago.

Ben Elissar, who arnved in this country last
night for his first American visit, made these assér-
tions at'a press conference here, prior to his ad- . *7
dress this-évening before 900 U',$. and Canadian *
Jewish |eoders launching rhe worldwide lsrdel Bond

- .campaign in'1978.-- This year's campolgn centers

“around thte eelebration of Israel's 30th anniversary.
"o At his press conference, Ben Elissar said that
durifig'Sadat's recent visir with’ President Carter
and State Department officials, the Egyptian | Presi~
dent set out "dellbemrely to involve.the U.S.—on

.. his side® and succeeded in having Washington adopt-

flemen? by the frevious -government qnd Eu
' 3 ERaO

- “an, amfude "|n favor of Egypr s ongmql position;.

gt N o
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. which has bmught ubout a hurdemng of its sfqnd _his prexence to fhe celebrohon of Ohe 50rh “anni-
on the crucial issues." . | " versary of the foundation of the Israeli Soccér .

; . . Fedeyation, advised this writer, :"Although” lsro!l
RGPS Planes Sale To' SGUd'Ambm TN | " has been forced out of the Asjan Soccer Federa-.

Ben Elissar also criticized the prospective "0": | W'" do everythmg possnble fo hcve them

sale of F-I5 U. S, fighter planes to Saudi Arabia. | ‘ad d to the ion, "
"If you want to-make a contribution to the peace- -~ Israel has been voted oufq;fhe Asian Soccer
making process, you don't fumnish.arms to harden ‘Federation due to the duplicily of Japan.which

the position of the other side; " he said. The ls= combined With the Arab League’and countries be-
raeli official was absolufely convinced,’ he added,|..zholden to Arab countries for oil. As a result, the
that sophisticated planes sold to Saudi Arablq werel, +local football fratemities are disturbed os to where -
intended to be used against Israel and:not for:the its teams will be playing on an intemational level.
defense against any threat from Iraq. Havelenge, in.a lengthy speech delivered in
: The supply of such advanced weapons fo the | /:French fo.the Israelis; ussured them he would help
...Saudis,, qccordln%;o Ben, §||ssor, "would upset the| them overcome dlfflcuhles which have arisen. .

“Middle East arms longe.ghd charige the outlook - “'Will Try To Remove Sanctions

of Israel on the pmblem of its security." ‘In the

past, he said, Israel's defense system was based on The other international sports figure, Adrlan
o formula in which "quality was relled upon to Paulen of Holland, head of the Inlemahonal Track
- make-up for a lack of quantity.” pointed out and Field Federation, likewise hos indicgted he
that if F-15 planes are sold to Soudl Arubm, Isruel will cooperate fu”y inits quest Paulen advnsed
would "lose the advantage of quality.” this writer: = Vo
Ben Elissar cqlled Upon the United States und L the people runi ng Hle Asmn games, upcom-

American Jews to adcglerate "their suppon for ir efforts. to deprive

Israel at rhe presenf real tuming point in our | Olympic
history. * committee approved games, 1 for one,.shall make - *
Sam Rothberg, ‘g eneml chairman of Srote of ,every atfempt fo have.the sanction for'games re-. -+

Israel Bonds,, who presnded at the evening dinner |- “moved. just'as soon,as it is determined'definitely
atthe Kénover Hotel, ‘told-the assembled guests | that the people here will '\Q? ibe permitted fo per-
that"thie building and development of Ispel must | . form. ‘We were successful i ‘post when: this
go on regardless.of heudlmes about the ups and, sifuation, arose; pgrh;:ularly the. Mediterran=""
downs of the peace tions.  Qur solidarity: o ean ‘yatries whichhas'now-be; “past history. -
and our unity are being put:to-the test oncédg n. :here is no rfeoson whufsoeverhwhy lsrozLoshould ’t:e

L riven out o competition with its'neighbors on the
IS%ELL.J %'LLKﬁEggftEE%gOSIA\‘SS?ANrEE . Asian ! hnen‘ We ‘cannot’ counrenuncé thn! -

- By Yitzhaok Shargil o type ofidiscrimination..
- It so Happens:Paulenwas vns,uhng Israel at the -

TEL AVIV, March 2 (JTA)--Israeli mvlncry, same time: as: the’ Dutch ‘national feam which per-
clrcles are expressing concern'that American F-15 | formed against the Israeli soccer eleven team,
f:ghter plunes, if sold to.Saudi Aroblu, would-be|  fast" ‘Wednesday. The Israelis gathered to fete both

Eu yed at the fast-growing Saudi air base ot sports' luminaries at a cocktail party and felt im-

k on the Gulf-of Aqaba, ‘only 150 miles from *| * medigtely relieved after the words of, comfort were
Ellur .and 250 miles from Jerusglem..The American | - uttered by these mtemuhonal Ieoders in soccer.
|£fs, ctir;slde;eld the bﬁsr aircraft of their type,in and track and field.

R d t | without et
refu:’l‘j;g s would olée th poin "{, fsroel without | SEPHAR_DI PRESIDENT INDICATED . -
base af Etzion in northern Sinai. ; "JERUSALEM, March-2 {JTA)--The next Presi- - _

Since the Carter Administration has proposed dent of Israel will b <
the sale of 60°F~15s to Saudi Arabia, . Israel's mili- azlr':e: B;;(:: f:]ld a :.:egs,izh:;d;l:ep{ﬁ?u:rfmzhvg,
f;’)’ ‘ploriners are- E°"5‘de"“9 the* P“S'bll")' fh‘" [ thus.agreeing with the views of Finance Minister
that ;wn'w state in | Simcha Ehrlich, Housing Minister Gideon Patt and -.
another. Arab~lsraeli war. ‘ Consequently, the Moshe Nistim, all membels of the’ leeral Party
planners say, “Israel-must revise its entire defense |- wing of Likud.
strategy -and provnde for.a deterrent capacity . * | Begin's ‘anncuncement ‘earlier 1h|s weel( “how=."
agdinst a hitherto inactive sector. “ever, disappointed many members of the leeml
Meanwhile, Isiael Air Force Commander Gen. *Par who had tioped that Dr." Elimelech Rimalt,
David tvri left for the U.S. yestertay on a two= ’Zeralv Porfy leuder, would be 1he Likud candi-
« week visit."He wnll meet Pentdgon officials-and- dafe for the P J Fear was | that
will'be-the guest of the. General Dynamics Corp., | if no appropriate candidate is.found in the Sephar=
manufacturer of the F-16 fighter, one of the air- | di cammunity it would become too late to ask T

_craft types Israel is to receive.from the U, .S. lvrl “f:- Rimalt to hi
present his candidacy.” The Presidency
may fly one te-evaluate its performance. - - was_promised to the Liberals after a Herut Knes-

'SPORTS OFFICIALS TO AID ISRAEL wn' seter, Yitzhak Shamir, became’Knesset.chairman.— -
.. INTERNATIONAL SPORTS FEDERATION Ve | The.term of President Ephranm Katzir expires.in

Co E - .| May. .The President of lsrael-is elected:by the .-

g - Koessef by secret Ballof E i

I 1€ d ok "A
es ‘in m!emdtlonol sports mef heref .., EL AVIV JTA)== .
=, with Israeli officials during the posf few-days to—{- merures 16 ( TA) 'Thefugr::er:nx‘n? * m"(";?nbes- A
P
try ']° redssure the sports fraternity here that.they men in the Negev for losses suffered: |n4}he worst -
would be doing everything!in their power to.aid . -drought to hit that region in.seven yedrs. About = -
Israel in their difficulties with mternuhonnl sports 400,000.dunams of wheat, was-declared.a.total
fEdETI‘JJ:IOTWO Havelenge of Bzl rhe head of I loss due to lack of rdin‘and 'some 120,000 dynams
zil; fe I :

rhe Internationgl Foorhdll Assocnano ‘here to add é opep qnted by Bﬁdo.‘{ms e ulso ru?ned




" Israeli Premier Menachem Begin here March 14415

. Nationdl Press Club.. He was asked what he hoped‘

* the U.S. as "intermediary."

tp

- U.S, DECISION TO SELL PLANES TO_MIDEAST:

“JTA Daily News Bulletin

" CARTER HOPES HIS MEETINGS WITH §EGIN [

‘ng,

other U.S, officials. . Sea e

fran

. sion’be cafried out between President Sadat and

“of State Cyrus Vance agteed, toddy.to a consensus
*among @ méjority of the Senate Foreign: Relations.

=~

~ } .
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WILL HELP RESQLVE MIDEAST CONFLICT

By Joseph Polakoff. it 7 ’
WASHINGTON, ‘March 2 (JTA)--President - |

Carter'said today that he hoped his meetings with

will leadto "some'agreement" between Israel and
Egypt, Jordan and "the Palestinian Arabs that live;
on the West Bank” that will be-a prelude to “ulti-
mate resolution” of the Middle East conflict.

Carter spoke In respons€ to a question during
a nationally televised news conference at the

to accomplish in his third meeting with Begin in

10 months. In his reply, the President appeared to.

warn the Begin government not to "abandon” Unit-

ed Nations Security Council Resolution 242 which

the U.S. considers applicable to the West Bank

as well as g Sinai and the Golan Heights. - |
"Abandonment of 242 would putvus back many

months or years," Carter said. He also’expressed:

hope that, Begin and President Anwar Sadat of

Egypt will resume their personal negotiations with

~ Carter noted thathe communicated with Begin
requently by letter, diplomati sages and oc-
casionally by phone." ‘He dlso observed that ls-
raeli’ Defense Minister Ezer- Weizman will be:in
Washington nextsweek "to consult with me" and

Looking For Some Comimon Ground -

* *The President said, "We are looking for some
cominan ‘ground "-on.which "Egypt, Jordan, lsrael
and the residents-of the West Bank can agree.” He
noted that Gaza "had an affjliation” with Egypt.
and the West Bank with Jordan and-both'are’octu~
pied by.Israel . o Lo

" "We-ought to.search out at the top level of
government, some resolution of the differences of "|.
specifics relating to Sinai and’also-a statement of
principles related o the occupied territories of the
West Bank ‘and Gaza Strip," Carter saidp "hoping
at that time that Egypt and Jordan and the Pales--
tinian Arabs that Tive on the West Bank will be
satisfied to lude, perhaps, some agi t.and.
proceed with further negotidtions later, leading to
ultimate resolution of the issue based.on UN 242."

- The President said that "one of the cfucial
elements of any progress. in the. Middle East is .
cleaving'to the commitment that UN Resolution..
242 is ‘a.basis to continue negotiations and resolu-
tion" of the problem. . "Abandonment of 242 would |
put us back miany months' or years:~ So this is what
| hope to accomplish ‘with the Prime:Minister-~to

Eley discuss with him my. previous agreement and
direc

discussions. with President Sadat to encourage

“ the Administration has o
-..ample notice of the package. He said the Admin-.

“~financed by Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Erfiir-"

|- British Aerospace. Corporation; o
" ‘assembly"liné'is:producing swing

Committee that the.Carter Adtpinisi'fution delay ..,"

.for a’short time a final decision on its controver-

~sial sale of combat aircraft to Israel, Egypt uaﬁl'
d g dela

Saudi Arabia. The' Senators suggested
.the formal presentation of the i

* age to Congress at least until after President Car-

ter's meetings with'Israeli Premier Menachem:
Begin here March 14~15. B . '

Appearing befpre the committee which is con-
dycting hearings on the U.'S. foreign aid-program
for, fiscal 1979,-Vance was told by its chairman’,
Sen. John Sparkmag (D.Ala.), that he "would
very much hope that Congfess would hot-be rushed
into judgemént” on-the.package proposals in view
“of the numerous pressures upon it such as the Pan-
<ama Canal treaties ratification. .

Sparkman suggested. that the Administration
should not expect the Senate to jump to conclus-
ions and reminded Vance: that in view of Begin's
visit shortly, much could happen in the next-few -
weeks that may alter the Middle East picture.

Vance noted, in reply to the Senators, that

{reud)g_given Congress

.istration feels it mportant to go forward prompt-
- ly" with the sales: 'H& warned that Egypt and Saudi
Arabia could acquire their needs from other suppli-

o

from us. "™

HELICOPTERS TO ARABS FROM BRITAIN
'LONDON, ‘March 2 (JTA)=Twi-British com~

. ers-and "lsrael is much’ better off if the Arabs buy. .-

. _panies have concluded a deal to'supply helicopters .

to the Cairo-based Arab military industries organ-
“ization. They are Westland Aircraft Company, = ™
which f the Lynx helicopter, and Rolls
Royce, which supplies the engines:
It.is reported rﬁuf a token number of helicopters
will be supplied directly to Egypt. But it is also
planned to .establish an ossembly plant ot Helwan™ -
“in-Egypt, which tould.bring the total number of *- ~
helicopters supplied to 200, worth an eventual
400 million Pounds Sterling.
The Arab military industries organization is

ates, Quatar.and Egypt. It was established in the
wake of the 1973 Yom Kippur War with the aim of
making the Arab states less dependent-on outside

* suppliefs:for arms and spare parts. Under an earlier.

40 million Pounds Sterling.deal, involving the

ther Egyptian -

missiles. < i :
. The ‘Arab military- industriesorganizafion also -,
plans to establish assembly lines in countries other
‘than Egypt. At o meeting in Abu Dhabi last week,
the military industries organization decided to set

negotiations to-be resumed and.to reach
ground based on advice giverl me" by ‘Secretary

of State Cyrus Vance and the special U.S, emissary]’

in'the Middle East, Assistant Secretary of State

Alfred L. Atherton. ,” - . o
Carter added:”"| believe personal discussion

will be good: I would much prefer personal discus-

Prime Minister Begin.  But in the absence of that

possibility at this moment,: we hope to restore it an
act os intermedjary. " = R
VANCE AGREES TO'SHORT DELAY ON FINAL °

. WASHINGTON,; March 2'(JTA)--Secretary

- - the new Saudi venture . reflects disapproval of the

-'up @ company duction of military electronic
equipment in Arabia in coopération. with

z for p

' Saudi’

American-concerns.. - .
According.to this week's "Arabia and the Gulf,

organization's Egyptian orientation on the part of .
. the' Arab oil"states. * The prestigious magazine adds |
“that the military nization still .faces ial ...
- difficulties and that déspite a paper capitalization . -

of '$1.04 billjon, ‘it is undé“r-'ﬁn'a?‘ced. (By - ’

. o .
Mavrice-Samueisan.)

ok ok

PARLS (JTA)~=The builder of the French Mirage. - -
_the Daisdult Company,, denied Thursday, American ™ "
reports that Egypt'has bought 48 Mirage F=Is in =~ -

S R

“récenf weaks.
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QNIST\CONGRE&'CALL"T'Q' JEWI§11 WORLD

By David’ Landqu

. Zlomsf Congness, at its closing session yesrerdcy,
called on the Jewish world te infensify Jewish
and particularly ‘Hebrew education and on ‘the
Jews of Israel "to, stnsngrhen and maintain’ the
Zionist visior The call added: "Israél is the
heart of the nation,and its fifeblood i Is ulnyu."
Following are & from’the

. "The 29th Zionist Congress, meeting in Jerus
-alem, reaffirms the identification of the Jewish
people with Zionism, both in thought and deed,
on the occasion of the 80th anniversary of the
Zionist movement and the 30th hnmversnty of the
State of Israel.

“"We recall the words of our founder, Dr.
_Theod8c Herz! atthe first: Zionist Congress in 1897:
' Zionism is a moral, lawful, humanitarian move-
ment, directed -towgrds the long yearned-for goal
of our people, ¥ and we reject the willful-distor-
tion of-our-goals spread by enemies. of the-move-
menf dind of the Jewish people.

. - “"In-pursuing .its objectives, Zionism has
striven to- create.a new set of.circumstances, which]
would revolutionize the condition of the Jewish
people by establishjng-a sovereign Jewish State
and-a spiritual and.cultural center in the land of
Israel. . At the same time we are building-a society

" from which other people and nations derive inspir-
ation from ity embodiment of Jewish ldeuls of
justice and 'morality. .

e Changed Course OF Jewish Hnstory

. “ln the space- of 80 'years, - Zlomsm has suc-
ceeded in.changing the course of Jewish history...
Its crowning achievement has been the foundation

. of the State of Israel;~in which Jews once again
are masters of their own destiny and act in the in-
terest of Jews th .,L the world h qnd

. wheréver the need arises., ., __

“The: Zionist solution is-predicated upon"he
unity of the Jewish people. Israel is the heart of
the nation and ifs lifeblood is:aliya. . Aliya is the ¢
basic act of faith of the Zionist. ‘At this time, we

. reach out to our brethren in | fhe Soviet Union and -
Syria, rejoice in the h g of their vanguard

"“Undertaken solely with govemmenf approval, and
. called.on Jewish, yourh

and work: for'the foll-restoration "of their right to

_ be, reumfed with us. .

"Zionism calls ort all Jews to engoge inan

all-out effort 6f expanding Jewish, Hebrew and

- Zionist education among adults and children alike.
In particular, this means-the study, of Hebrew. -
Recognizing the ‘centrality of Israel, we call u@n
‘the. Jews of the diasporg.to visit lirael os often as
possible and to support ‘it through the dissemination

of information, enlighten the public fegarding Is-"+|’

rael's uchlevements or\d ‘problems und render. finan-
cial gh con-
tributions. :

v "The Zionist Congress caIIs an Jews in Israe|,
who have a unique responsibility to strengthen and
.maintain the Zionist vision-dnd to work: for the es-
tablishment of a”just and creative society, motiv~
ated by the highest ideals of the Jewish people.

~-The Congress calls on the Jewish people in Isragl’
‘anid the diaspora to fully identify themselves with
the Zionist movement.and to work for Ihe attain-
.ment of its noble ob|ecnves .

§QN§RE§S ggSQLUTION ON SETTLEMENT

By Davnd Landauy

JERUSALEM March 2 (JTA)--The seﬂlernen's :

»resoluhon pcssed by the 29th World ZIO"IS' (lon-

. @

gres&yesterdoy reﬂecred a certain moderohon

- relative to.sdme of the hardline speeches voiced-
JERUSALEM -March'2 (JTA)—-The 299h World |

by rightist delegafes. -An-even more moderate ver-
. sion:of-the key 'resolution, propdsed by the Labor -
*Zionist Movement and.the World, Confederanon of
* United Zionists, failed on a hand count by a <.

.. narrow-majority.

The_key resolution as possed by the Congress
;reads (in translation): “The settlement policy of
"the. Zionist movemenf should be based in the near
future on the strengf !

. in Eretz-srael, giving prlon?' to fhlnly populofed
* areas and, areas X'"’I to Israel's secumy, and ‘with .
a view to'i fhe Jers tin
population of the area,

The Labor-Confeéderation arnendment shessed
‘more explicitly.the need to keep to unpopulated
areas and to preserve the "Jewish and democratic
character of the State of Isrqel.” It also called
for "the settlement effort to be carried out taking
into consideration the progress and timing of the
‘Peacemaking process " It was'rejected by a vote
of 233-226.

Other resoluhons insisted that settlements be

e world over fo se¢'in.
new settlements o “central cballenge " The Jew-"""
ish’ National Fund was praised for its settlement:

"~ ground clearmg c:d%nfmstructure work and for its
‘efforts "to improve-fite quality of life_in Israel"
by .its parks and outdoor recreuhonal facnlmes

ELDERLY COUPLE KILLED BY EXPLOSION:

TEL A-VIV " Mérch 2 (JTA)--A ‘man nna "woman

‘in their 80s were killed yesterday when an explus- .
" iofvwrecked their house in the Hadar, Yossef section

of Tel Aviv. Two other elderl coupIes in adjoin-
ing houses were injured by splrntels of glass when? .
 their homes were. damaged ’

“The dead were i enhfled as Shmuel -and Tova
" Alfi. One of the injured couples were identified
as Alex and llana Lefkowitz.. - The third couple
. was only shghﬂy injured.. Police said the explos-
ion appeared to be due to a faulty butane gas .

linder or one, rﬁct was deliberately exploded.
TI:ey/ore inclined to rule out the incident  ~
as a-terrorist act and believe it was the result of
an individual act of revenge. - Nevertheless,
several Arabs who work in the area were detumed
_for questioning. B

MORE AMERICANS VISITING ISRAEL 2

NEW YORK, Marsh 2 (JTA)==The flqw of Am-
itors to Israel increased by 47 percent. .

» the biggest January traffic increase
fourisii to Israél . Over

14,000 Americans came to lsrael in Jonuary.

(usuolly a low traffic month); which followed the

record ‘million-visitors .from umund the world who'

vacdtioned in Israel in 1977, .

¥ Commenhng on the figires, Israel Zuriel, 1s-.

= rael's commissioner for tourism in North Amerlca,

. pointed out that January was the first month of

the-year during which the State of Israel would be

celebrating’its 30th anniversary; and that he was *

confident that the celebrations taking place i 9

_country during the year would do uch To ¢

to encﬁuruge more Amencuns to visit Isruel in"1978;
* *

© NEW: YORK (JTA)——The 1978 Internahonul Is=
‘rael Bond Inaugural Dinner will.be held in honor ..
of Israeli Defense ‘Minister Ezer Weizman at the' ~: ’
WoIdor¢ -Astoria on Sunduy, Mcnrch 12, it was an~
d by Sam:R chulrmun of ! H’-e
Israel Bond -Organization. .




