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ot JERUSALEM, Feb. 15 (JTA)--A bomb explos{
" ion that wrecked an Egged bus last night killing
" two of its passengers and injyring 46 was des~

" Beirut clai
" sued'a warning today of possible new atfempts at

. of.the others were released

- persons died lost Novembet.as a result of.a.",

" or of bo h Egypt ‘and Saudi Arabia < placing more

" rael and Saudi'Arabia hdve a range of 2800 «

<., miles and fhe-F~Fés-for Israel ‘have a range of ~

" Sheikh at. fle southern'tip f the Sinai peninsula,

~J
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BOMB EXPLOSION IN BUS TERMED WORST - |

TERRORIST JNCIDENT IN TWO YEARS
By Gil Sedan i ¢

cribed by polite today as the worst.incident of
terrorist sabotage in Jerusalém in almost two -

years.- The dead were identified as Kq!rief'Blum;_-

-enfeld, 42, the father of six children, and Yossi
Weismann, ‘a student at the Hebron yeshiva. Both|
lived inthe Geula quarter; a neighﬁorhood in=
habited:by Orthodox ‘Jews, where the bus-was -
operating when the blast occurred.

;. The Palestine Liberation Organization in

d-credit for the

ge. Pafice is-

sabotage aimed at buses. MNo arrests related to -
last night's incident were reported. :
According to police, the.bus left its depar-
ture point fnnr?\e ‘northem district of Ramot at
9'p.m. last night more crowded than usual for
that hour.. It was passing through the Geula -
quarter whén a bomb explosion ripped through_ thel
rear part of the bus.injuring almost all of the
more than 50 ssengers aboard.  Five of the.in=
jured were sﬁrluin serious condition foday. Most
from the hospital by .
midnight last night. . : S
Policeé said that dttempts at sabotad® occur: ]
almost every, week in Jerusdlem but éxplosive
devices.aré detected: and detonated harmlessly.
The last serious incident occurred on. April 23): -
1976 when @ bomb concealed in a paint-can ex- -
ploded in downtown Jerusalem killing two-
policemen and injuring five other. persons. Two

‘ferroris' act. : L
.UiS, AIRCRAFT SALES TO ARABS SEEN AS -
By Yitzhak Shargil" .. R

TEL AVIV, Feb. 15 (JTA)-~The American *

-decision to sell combat aircraft to Egyptand Saud{ *PLA
/. Arabia while providing-Israel with roughly only,

half the planes it has requested, ‘would have seri-

.ous ramitications for the balance of airpower in.
the Middle East, .Israeli milifary sources said to=
day.’ The sources said that if Israel ever enter-

tained any ideas of abandoning the threé military |

air-bases it has established in Sindi, it would
have to reconsider such a move if the Saudian:
and Egyptian air forces are sfrengthened. * ..
According to the sources, it is clear that the
American planes would-extend the air strike pow=

Israeli targets within their range.. Militdry ang-
lysts. pointed out that the F-15s earmarked: for: Is

miles, the F-5Es for Egypt have a range of I600

" that.alone demonstrates Israel
N

chairman of the Labor Pdrty, said last night He had .~
- accepted Egyptian Presidepk Anwar Sodat's invita- o

“-his meeting with Pei

-, ‘over lsraeli settl
-territories. . : .

- h}:S;at_Jd_i Arabia and 50 F-

No. é3
Arish in northem Sinai.” . . T
+ .. The Sharni el-Sheikh base
tect navigation through the Straits of Tifan. The.

E4aion field offers-protection against warplanes =~ -

based on the Saudian shores of the Gulf of Aqaba
and the Eitam field is an advance base to protect *
sou‘;hem Israel ifrom air attack, the military sources.
said. - o D

They also noted that the Israeli Air Force
which, according to foreign sources, has fripled
“in size since the Yom Kippur War, cannot be de~

ployed at air fields within Israel's pre~1967 borders *

is-essential to prac -

and requires much wider qlir space simply to.man=. ..

euver, - The sup A
a range of 40 miles just to cl

for p
ose in on an
ed forthe-Sinai

air fiefds;=the sources said.’
ESTOEGYPT AFTER PASSOVER

JERUSALEM, Feb.: 15 (JTA)--Shimon Peres;

tion to go to Egypt and will be doing so after

- ‘Passover. ' Sadat extended the invitation during -
res in Salzburg, Austria last =~ -

eekend. - S
~ The Labor Party leader met yesterday with "
/Premier Menachem.Begin to brief him on'his meet-

him-that Istael arid Egypt had reached a point of no
" retum-and could only move forward to a settlement.

"I was under-the impression that Sadat insists that < ©
- negofiations should eontinue;" Peres reported. "

. He.expressed his belief that Sadat now wants
to reach agreement on'a declaration of principles
- regarding the West Bank-which would allow King

. Hussein of Jordan and represehtatives of the Pales-

tinians to join the negotiations ot a later stage. '

- Peres said he believes Sadat wants to resolve the
;, West Bank issue before settling the diffgrencgs with

Israel over Jewish settlements in Sinai. -

BEGIN, WHO IS TO MEET WITH CARTER NEXT

MONTH, URGES PRESIDENT TO RECONSIDER
S TO SELL. JET FIGHTERS TO ARABS |,

1-Sedan"and-Yitzhak Shargil

By .Gi

77 JERUSALEM, Feb. 15 (JTA)--Premier Men=
" chie

m Begin told the Knesset.today that he has ac-
cepfed an invitation to'meet-President Carter in
Washington next-month. The invitation was con-
veyed to him by U.S. Ambassadar;Samuel Lewis
this morning.. Begin made the announcement as the
U.S. Administration's declared. i ion of selling.

1 req .
enemy and

‘dng-with Sadat. Peres taid the Egyptian leader. told-.

combat aircraft to Egypt and Saudi A’iubi'u aggra~ , |
ol Wacehi ana 1. = -

vated _the rift betv

in the o

pied. Arab

Begin, replying to motions in a Knesset debate
on the state of U.S.-Ysraeli.relaticns, urged Carter
to reconsider. his pldfis tosell 80 F-16 jet fighters
5 fighters to Egypt. "He

d that.the

2000 miles #f such a situation were to develop, ..
the ‘strategic importance of the Sinai air fields .
and their place in Isrdel's defense network would
-be-greatly increased. e e .

!~ The air fields are:locdted ot Sharm el=. ...

’
&

“ security, of Israel

at ‘Etzion, near Eilat, and ot Eitam; nearEl .
. RO B RN

e

p Wereq thre
d'the ‘process of negotiations. "
:'v He deseribed' the American response to Israel's
-réquest for more warplanes aspartial" and ‘ex—

pressed hope that addjtional. aircroft would be forth~:
coming after Defense Minister Ezer Weizman visits
.- Washington tornegetiaté’ Israeli‘military purchasés.:
.. @nnounced yesterday that it would proyjde.

The U.$S

gt

o = i

’

the =7



.. Premier.did-not Jdenhfy the Arab state.

.....-ated by Secretary. of State Cytus Vance _last Fri~
day but observed ‘that the two countries agreed to |

- WntbeuHPortfc o Chdim Landau of Herut. Ad-"

- - and.Israelis-ne
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{srael with'l5 F-15 thters in addition to the 25
it clrecdy has and.75 F-Iép lsroel had asked for |-
25 mare F-15.-.d 150 F-|

Stressing his view rhat mvlamry aircraft sales

to Egypt and.Saudi Arabia posed a grave threat to
Israel, Begin said: "In the name. of thé igjority
in ‘this House; | appeal to President Carter to re-
.consider his decision to supply offensive weapons
to Egypt and the most sophisticated planes fo
Saudi Arabia." He ddded: "Israel has knowledge
that Saudi Arabia.has already promised acertain
* Arab state that those planes will be at its disposal
in the event of a new war against Israel. " The:

Begin-did not élaborate on the Israeli-U. 5.
controversy over settlements. He expressed dis~
appointment with the American position enunci-

disagree on the settlements and that it harnor af-
fected their basic friendship.

"There have in the past been serious dlffer- -
ences with the United States but we overcéime
them and we will overcome the current ones be-
cause of the special f’nendly relations befween Is-

ests and the real love of the malonry'of Amerlcun
people for Isroel " Begin sald .

. Warning By Lundau

The U.S. alrcmﬁ'sules onnouncemenf iwough'

The |

with the weapons it ‘needs gives. Jerusalem 'self-
conf:dence," enabling it to’ negotiate g settlement.
Israel is'to get |5 F=15s.and 75 F-16s, according to
Vance|s announcement, about half.what it-asked.

_ Vance refused t6 agree with-the questioner that
the proposal to sell the F-5s to Egypt and 60 F-16s
to Saudi Arabi l‘ﬂis been made edsier by an Am-
erican public opinion'that is shifting from all-out
support from Israel to one that looks with more
favor on the Arabs, especially Egypt. But he con=~
ceded that it would have been more difficult to .
make the same proposal last year. However, he .

* noted that a year ago there were no negotiations
between Israel and Egypt.

Sees Good P‘rogress In Negotiations ; ’

On the negotiation itself, Vance said "con-
siderable.progress" had been ‘made on the military .
'ulks between Egypt and Israel and "good prog-
ress" on the political talks. He said the only one
of the list of principles that had not been agreed
upon by the two sides concerned the West Bank,
-Gaza and the "intertwinirg Palestinian n question..

» .. Vance said he still stood by his shﬂement Iasr
Friday that Israeli settlements in the Sinai were .
illegal and should not exist. Buthe stressed that -
he also noted thaf the future of these settlements-
had to be worked out by Egypt and Israel through
negotiations. He said he had often stated this
publicly as well as privately fo the Israelis.

- However,, the Secretary. refused to.comment on
he agreed with the Israeli position that-

P

va blast from Begin's newly ap

i-dressingthe opening ,of the 18th Congress of the
Maccabi World Umon in TeleAviv last night, -
Landau declared? "Whoever. delivers sophlshcuted
arms into the hands of .Israel's enemies not only. is
_putting peace off and delaying the chances of -
‘dialogue but dctually brings fire into this reglon,
the real danger of yet another explosion. "

Landqu ¢laimed that the decision:to sell com=
bat planfes fo Egypt and Saudi Arabia would stiffen
their attitudes. “What we need is negohanonﬂ nof
from arsenals filled with sophisticated arms,. but
true negotiations, .not from the peak of pyram:ds
byt standing on solid, realistic giound. "

VANCE DENIES U, S, TILTING TOWARD
.EGYPT; CLAIMS PLANE SALE TO EGYPT

WQULD HELP ITS TALKS WITH ISRAEL

By David Friedman

NEW _YORK; Feb. I5 (JTA)--Secrerary of -
..State Cyrus "Vance strongly denied last mghv Ihuf
" the United States was siding. with Egypr in Middle "
East negotiations. "We are not-tilting in favor of

qnybody, " he said-in-an-intérview on the Public:
Broodcashng Service's “"MacNeil/Lehrer Report. "
Vance said the U, S. Was trying to“maintain an
ObLeCfch position in order-to help fhe Egypnuns
a settl w1
expressed our Views" when Washington felt OhI;
~ would beHelpful in advancing talks,

The Secretary, who earlier in the-ddy an-
nounced-that the U.S. will sell Israel, Egypt.and.
Saudi' Arabia‘fighter ajrcraft; re]ecred the Israeli
view that the sale of the.50 F-5 fighters to Egypt
will harm the Mideast peacé negotiations. “He -
said that'iF would ‘enhance the-negotiations.. He: -
noted that Egypt had come to the U.S. for drms s
ofter it had lost its pnncnpcl suppller, 'he Sovxet
Union, 4
oo At H!e-sume hme Vance nlso re ected Egyp-
tidn. President Anwar Sadat's charge v‘w? the supply|

of U.S. arms to Israel makes JerusalemT intrahsigent]

~

. the settlements were.nexessary for Israeli-security.
He said it would be "|tppmpﬂate for me to
* comment.™ :
Vance noted that he will be drscussmg ﬂ:e
Mideast.situation with Israeli Foreign Minister
Moshe Dayan 'tomorrow and that- Assistant Secre-
tary of State Alfred Atherfon will be refuming to
the Mideast next week to try to help negotiatians
resume. He said that he is considering naming g
- Atherton as an, Ambassador-ut-Large" so that hé’
can on the. Mi gotiations while
someone else would be appointed to handle his -
importarit dities as Assistant Secretary for Near
East and South Asian Affairs.

JEWISH LEADERS RAP SALE OF PLANES

NEW YORK; Feb. I5(JTA)-~Jewish leaders

" toddy ‘crificized the Carter. Administration for jts
decision to sell fighter planes to Egypt and Saudi,
Argbia as.an unwise ‘and unwarranted move. ;
Rabbi Alexander Schindler, chairnian of fhe

Conference of Presidents of Major American Jew~

ish Orgamzuhons, said "We deeply deplore and:

strongly oppose” the sale. "The only purpose of
. such sale canbe to encourage' continued Arab

‘refusal to.negotiate in good faith: with lsrael:
_urge Congress to vetoﬁhlsvﬂwﬁe, unwarranted .
and dangerous step. "

Theodore Bikel , chairmah of the Amerlccn
Jewish Congress nahonul gavermng z:oum:ll, sald
‘the sale comy H ion's
role as mediator in‘the Arab=Israeli conflict. "We
are deeply-concerned that these arms may be used

. in_another Egyptian war of aggression’ against Is-
_rael should current peace’talks break down?! As
regards arms for Saudj Arabia, Bikel stated, "such

combat material is.likely. to be used for deple

. ment ogamsf Istael. Saudi Arabia has no nee
“for these amﬁexcepf for bolllgerenr purposes: .
agdinst-the Jewish State:
. Rabbi Joseph Stemnstein, presldenr of the Zion-
ist-Ofganization of América, tefmed the sale to e

-

e N

: m'neggnuhons./ Vcnce satd thot prov:dmg Isruel

" Egypt ond Saudi Aral:ua as "morolly, pohr ally




; "-re|echon to doubt on the wisdom of the Adminis-

n and even mi
* the interests of peace.and a setback to thecurrent | -

" an unprecedented U.S. flow of l&thal v

consider the proposals, havenot been scheduled.
= Key members, however, sgm'i)cated they will not
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tunly unjustifiable. It is contrary to

negotiations. It is morally unjustifiable, for the

-warms would be used against Israel, an American -
ally; politi¢ally.unjustifioble, for it-wo would alter
e balance! of power; and military unjustifiable,

for Egypt is not fhrea'ened and Saudi Arabia can- |- »

not absorb the arms.

This afterncon 35 members of Betar stuged a
sit-in at the U:S. Mission to o the United Nations
to_protest thesale of spiunes to Saudi-Arabia and ~
Egypt. A Betar spokesman said 15 of the protest-
ers weré arrested but released shortly. afterwards.

A small delegation met with Deputy Ambassador [

James Leonard to explom Betar's opposition to
he sale: s

SOLONS SAY THEY WILL SUBJECT PLANE
‘SALE DEAL TO THOROUGH SCRUTINY .
By Joseph Pola

WASHINGTON, Feb. 15 (JTA)--Se‘nare und
House leoders on forelgn affairs said today they
_will “thoroughly scrutinize" thé Carter Adminis-"
"fration's poposed sale of the most advanced and
powerful fighter bombers to Soudi Arabiaand .

Sen. Jocob Javns (R NYTsmd I'odcy fhuhhe
waos.| fo s ere is o "
resrechng ‘the timing of these sales in view of the’
te in the Egypt-Israel negohuhons and the
ition on Israeli
Sen Daniel Moynihan (D. NY) and Rep.
Clarence Long (D.Md.), chairman of the House -
Approprlohons Subcommittee on Foreign Opera-
tions, voiced what appeared. to be the sentiments
-of a:large number of their colleagues in opposing _,
rhe sales..'Moynihan said the Saudi sale was
"especially disturbing." He said he' was sure
~Congress will veto the deal because of the poten-
tial *thredt fo lsrael. ‘Long said he has sworn to do -
* every'thing in his Ppower fo stop the sale to the N
Arub states.. .
Rep. Lee Hamllton (D.1Ind. ), -chairman of the

) House Subcommittee on the Middle East, told JTA

that "Congress ought not to-be stampeded"’mbo 5

-_action on the proposals, a position shared by other

members of the House"International Relations Com-
mittee led by Re r Clement Zablocki (D.Wis.).
<Rep. Lester Wolff (D. NY) annouriced yesterday
he would prbpose that ‘Congress block the sale.-

- A Facet"Of Congressional Scrutiny

to.
. Egypt, beginning with wcxplunes L
.. Recation.at.the Capitol mnged from- oumghr

tration's proposals to provide wi pl fo Saudi .
Arabia and 16" ‘Egypt. No voice®was raised in sup~
port of thé Administration's program which. Con-
gress has the power to vefo

:The Carter Administrafion, the Jew;sh Tele-
gruphlc Agency. was mformed at the Capitol, has

d on-the th ge as a factica

means to force through its proposal in Congress.
1f the pfoposul for any one of the three countries
is ted, the ation has indicated it
wx" ‘withdraw fhe entire package.

The purpose is to prevent pro-Isrdeli Con-\~
gressmen from approving the Israeli allotments . .
while reducing or eliminating thote for fhe two
Arab states with which the Carter Administration
has been cultivating ever more friendly relations
while cooling relations with Israel.

Hearings May Not Begin Till April

" Hearings by the Senafe Foreign Relations ond.
the House International Relations Committees,
which-will be the first Congressional panels to

_begin until after Congre returns-from its spring

recess April 2.

“Having warned the Administration lost month in

letters not fo go-through with.the delivery of th

F-155 o Saudi Arabid,the /Administration has;ap-

porently dec«ded to chullenge the, Committee’s . |
and is d for a_conft tion on

the-whole matter-of U.S.- military supporr in the

- Middle East andits motives.

Sen. Clifford Case (R. NJ); who along with.
Sen. Frank Church (D . ldaho)-andfive other Dem~
ocratic Committee. members, “wrote to Secretary,of
State Cyrus Vénce on Jun: 24 in opposition to the
Sdudi program; said today the proposed sale to
““both Saudi Arabia and Egypt "opens up-a whole
new arms sales equanon which will have to be

d" by the-Gommittee:
pamculan Cose odded "there are serious ques-
! tions". as to whether the propose‘d sale  to the:

-With-10"of the Séndte Committee's |5 mem*i )

. Saudis "does not-exceed that coumry slegi mafe
defense requlrements " . "

.

‘Oné’of the facets of the Congresswnal- scrulﬁnf
is how serious the Administration is in providi
the 60 F-15s to'Saudi Arabia which would give
that country.alone a 3-2 odvuntuge over. lsruel in-
_that category of armament. *

Capitol Hill sources said:that in view of Egyp-
_tian ‘President Anwar Sadat's recent Washington
"visit and his publi¢ relations campaign, and Saudi
Arabia's oil and wealth, the Administration miay
be seeking to ingratiate itself dlplomahcallj with
."‘Saudi-Arabia and Egypt and leave it to Congress
fo pare down or-eliminate the sales and thereby
take responsibility for reachans from| Egypt and-
Saudi_Arabias-: . i

The possibility of a Saudi thréat to :mpel Con- i
gress to.go ulong by hiking oil prices or réducing
 the oil flow is well understood at the Capitol .

"= Rep. Jonathan Bingham (D. NY), .a member of
the-House International Relations Committee, who
met-with President Carter at the White House to- -
~day, caufioned in' comments to JTA ‘that"'we've_

.- “got.to keep our eye on the main ball.and the main

ball is peace in the Middle East." He-added:
"What | don't like is crossing the line from non=
, lethal to lethal weapons. Once you sell lethal -

' weapons, where is the end of it2" Until now the
U.S'sold only C-130 transport plones to Egypt.

HOME OF EGYPTIAN FIREBOMBED

WASHINGTON, Feb. 15 (JTA)-~The, Jewish -
Community Council of Greater Washingtori foday :

b - deplored the violence against an Egyphon employe *

‘of the World Bank. Calling the incident "a repre=. “-
henslbfrdnempt to' make apolitical statement, " -
-’ Coungil presid Bernurd S. ‘White said in a press
: "The ized Jewish.cc ity be-",

lieves that fesorting fo such factics can only ha
the mutual efforts of all peopfes’s u’ﬁcon ience.
and:good will for peace

Hussein Mustafa,..
-for the bank,-said.he was asleep with his wife and
- their lO—yecr-old son in their home in.nearby .

" suburban Bethsdo, M., ‘when he was dwakened- ;‘

by a noise at his door, ‘When he went to thé area

he.found a burnmg can rhar had contained gaso=""
“line. The A mery ‘sdid the -
damage’ was about 52007 mamly to the front door.

- No one was hurf = e
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WORLD JEWISH POPULATION 15 14,259, 525
U.§. HAS ESTI ED 5,775, 93;

NEW-YORK, . Feb: 15 (JTA)-=The world Jew-

_ing to the American Jewish Year Book whose*
1978 edition is bemg published this monfh This
figure repreSents an increase, of about 115,000 from
the previous yeor. The United ‘States, with prox-
imately 5,775,935 Jews, hasthe. largest JeWIsh
populcmon in'the'world.

The Year Book is pubhshed |0|nt|y by the -

* American-Jewish Committee and the Jewish PU
cation Society of Americd.. Its editorsare Morns
Fine and Milton Himmelfarb. Martha Jelénko is.
the executive editor. The world Jewish popula-""|
tion-estimates were compiled by Leon Shapiro,
Professor of Russian, and §ov:ef Jewish History at
_Rutgers Universil c?: U.S. figures were sup-.
“plied by Alvin enkm, research consultent, - |

I Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds.

" After the United States, countries with the
lorgesf Jewish populatior-dre: Israel, 3,059, 000
Soviet Union, 2,678,000; France, 650 (X)O
Great Britain, 4|0 000 Canodu, 305, OOO and

. Forty-seven percent of . -

))Argenhno, 300,000
world-Jewry is in North, Central and South Amer-

-ica, 29 percent in Eumpé, 22 percent:in Asia;’

-and-Néw Zealand
Jews Are 2.7% Of U.S.: Population

In the United States, Jews comprise 2.7 per-
cent of the total populdtion’. Among the’ Jewish
population figures for U.S. cities listed in the
- Year. Book's tables are: Greater New York,
1,998,000; Los Angeles, 455,000; Phlladelph.lu

UOO Chlcogo, 253,000; Miami, 225,000;
Bosfon, |70 000; Washmgron, 120, 000; Bergen
County (NJ), I(%OOOO -Essex Counfy (NJ), 95,000;
Baltimore, 92, Cleveland, 80;000; Detronf,
80,000; San Francusco, 75, 000 St.. Louus, 60,000;
*and Montgomery County (Md ), 53,3

In Europe, including Asiatic USSR and Torkey
there are'4,158,870_Jews. Of these,. 2,678,000
are in the' Soviet Umon Figures for o!her European
countries include:

Austria, 12,000; Belgu}m, 41, 000 Bulgarm,
'7,000; Czechoslcvakm, 12,000; Denmurk, ,
France, 650,000; Germany, 33,000; Great Brﬂ-
ain, 410,000; Greece, 6,000; Hungary, 80,000;
Ireland, 4,000; ltaly, 38,500; Netherlgnds,
30,000; Poland, 6,000; Rumania, 60,000; Sp‘ain,
-9,000; -Sweden, 16, 000; Switzerldand, 21,000;
Turkey, 27,000; and Yugoslclvnu, 6; 000.

1.5 percent in Afncu, and 0. 5_percenf in Australid .

Estimated population for major centers of Jew— :

ish congentration in the Americas, outside the
United States, include: Canada, 305,000; ‘Argen-
tina, 300,000;.Brazil, 150,000; Uruguuy, 50,000;
Mexica, 37 500 Chrle 7 000 Venezuelo, .
15000; Colomblo, 12,0 and Peru; 5,200.
In Asia, the only ma|or centers of Jewish: -pop-
ulunon, excepf for Israel, are Iran,. 80,000; and
\ Indié, 8,000: In Aﬁ'ICU, there are substunnal
“numbers’ of Jéws only. in South-Africa, 118, 000;
El‘h:oplo,¢28 000; Morocco, - 18,000; Tumsna,
i Rhodesm, 3,800. Thm'e are. 70,000
- Jews i ln Austmlm, and" 5~OOO ip New Zeulcnd

<MIAMI-BEACH, Feb. 15 !JTA)-
nuul Histadrut Economic Conference for lsraej
opened Sunday at the Fontainebleau Hotel under.

ish population is ‘estimated at. 14,259,525, accord-

tIIS[ADRUT‘QONFAB REPO§TS PASSING $50 - |-
-MILLION MARK FOR'PRO MS IN ISRAEL .

'_ the ousplces of the lsyael Histadrut Foundnhon

3

- mmmn

.encia, a weel

" hope: that Arab-Jewish hostilities in  the.
East "shall forever be buried by history in that key

'press

wnh a report that-the, Foundation had pclssed the .
$50 ‘million mark in long-term commifiiients to the .
health, educational and social welfare programs

of Histadrut in lrael. The report-was given by Sol

’ Stein, president of the Foundation which he es-

tablished 18 year¢ ago gs.an od|unc' of the Israel
Histadrut campaign \

In a seminar Monddy, Dr. Zv: Dmsfem, Econ-
omic Minister of Israel to the Upited States and. -
Canada, explained the new egonomic policy in-
stituted by the government of Premier Mendchem
Begin as one that aimed-"to let.economic’ “proces-
ses de'erm? ! their8Wn cause-with-minimal gov-
ernment interferencé.”

Dinstein, who also served as Deputy Minister

" of Finange under previous Labor governments and

is.a former Kriesset member, stated that Israel- has

a $2.75 billiop annual trade deficit of which §l *
billion was for civilian expenses, while the-fiajor
share was due to military expenditures. These .
deficits, he said, can possibly be reduced by nor-""
mal- developmenrs within three to five years. -

-Israel -has open ‘markets for goods and services und
“must find investments for its industrial infrastruc~
! ~turej hé said. Istaeli agricultyre is highly devel- .
. oped und hundreds of Israell expens are helping

countries to i their food'supply.

. While the goal of the policy is to foster an
free of government interference, the re-
sults will depend on the degree of private invest-:
ment and initiative, Dinstein sdid. He noted that
Egyptian President Anwar Sadat might be prompted *
to seek peace with Asrael-now. before Israel uchaeves '
total economic self—sufﬁc-ency and becomes strong-

er,in its negofiating stance.

iDr Judah J. Shapiro, president of the Nation-

""al Committee for Labor Israel, -in the keynote ad-"
.dress fo the 1500 participants at the conference,

described the Middle East as "an drena of confen=
tion between the superpowers.” He added that in' - -~
the American view Israel was not "a sentimental
bastion-of democracy-but-an aircraft carrier from
which the United Sl'oles may have to conduc? its
¢ampaign in the area.

YIDDISH ARABIC NEWSPAPERS JOI NTLY
HAIL EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI PEACE EFFORTS PEACE EFFORTS -

BUENQS AIRES Feb I5 (JTA)-—Neuvo Pres-
of

the Yiddish du:{y Die Welt, and As Saalam, .an

: -Arabic daily, have publ ished a joint declaration
“hailing Israeli-Egyptian-peace efforts in the Middle

East. It was signed by 'staff members of both publi-
cations who déscribed themselves as "Argentine
newspaperen descended from Arab-arid Jewish
immigrants" and .called for harmony dnd brotherly
«cooperation between the Arab und Jewish commuyn-
ities in Argentina:
The-declaration; whichwas" ra*prmted in the
major dajlies, Clarin'and Lo Opinion, expressed
liddle ;

part of the world. The recent. Egypfian-Israeli.
talks.developed of the hlghesf level towards getting
ajust peace for all peoples in that region, a.trans-

‘cendental fact. observad with admlmhon dnd whach
: nobody can ignore, "

Referring to.the selback in dnrecf Israe||~‘ -
Egyphan peace negotiations, “the signatories ex~

ed the view that it was thé "product of cir>  +
cumstantial dlfferences that, we do not believe,
are definitive. (By Carlos Rudbll) .

ok

""REMINDER There’wi" be:not Bu||ehn dc'ed ,

Feb: 20 due: ro Washlngfon 's Birthday, ' e
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