ﬁwﬁ dai!y’

ews bd!iﬂtm

Contents copyeight’ Républcation'orly’ by previous arrangement

Pub]lshed by Jewish Telegraphlc Agencyl 165 West 4Sth Street/ New York New York 10036

Vol. XLV - élst Year

Wednesdoy, Junuary 4 1978

'No'.zfﬂ

BEGIN:URGES \SAbAT NOT TO.ASK CARTER
Ri N ISRAEL DUR
THE‘R MEETING WEDNESDAY IN ASWAN
By David Landau. ..
JERUSALEM, Jan. 3 (JTA --Premler ‘Men-
- ‘Eéhem Beginur rged President Anwar Sadat of

gypt not to ask the Unlifed States to put pressure|’ N

on-Israel. when he meets with President Carter at_
Aswan tomorrow. "l never asked the U.S. fo
pressure Egypt, " Begin said in" the course of re-
< marks 16 iewsmen after a Fve-hnur Cnbmef .
meeh g toda P
With ur fnendshlp and respedl', we _(he
nd Sadat) dre representatives of ancient and
free peoples and we should conduct our negotia-
tions.as free men, wnfhouf the need for any ex-
tzrnal pressure upon onyone " the Premier said.
The Cabinet met in closed session, .sitting
as a'ministerial defense committee, and fio in~

formation was given as to-its deliberations. Buf - |

Begin confirmed earlier repofts that the _special
. session had-been called ro discuss the upcoming
negotiations -with Egypt that will operi simultan-

eously mﬁemsqlem and Cairo Jon. 15, "For that|

reuson | shall not divulge anything, " he. said.
-7 Begin:said he was surprised by ‘the remark of
King Husséin »f Jordan Sunduy that he found no-
. thlng constructive in Israel's peace proposals.
“Everybody who has studied Isrdel's proposal
“found it fo be a. serious bcsls for negohahons,
he said.

Anxiety Over Meenng P =

Israeli officials have expressed some anxi- -
“ety over the Carter-Sadat meeting. Observers:
. here expect Washington will seek to persuode .
_Arab moderates and lsrael to accept-Begin's plan
.- for self-rule for.the West Bank and Gaza Strip.
‘Ardbs @5 0 transitional step only that might lead
“#o a great measure of independence. for the West
. =..Bank with close ties to Jordan. - Carter is .be-

. lieved to have Yested that approach at-hig’ meet- i

ings this'week with the Shah of Iran and King-

. Khalid of Saudi Arabia. Sadat, inrecent pubhc
sfutements, has-indicated that it was occepiable
*to him. T

. But there is Imle enthusiasm here,’ especlull r.

within Begin's inner ciicle, for:thé transitional*
- ided or the lmk-wnh—Jordqn aspéct. Sources |
"I clote to Begin' point out that.the present. Istaieli -
"~ proposals do-riof:cede soverelgnty on‘the West
Bank to Jordan but leaye that, issue opent. The *
.. fear expressed hére'is that a West Bank ‘federa=
- tion with Jordag would inevitably vest sovereign-
i ry with that.country.

- Meanwhile, some Cobmet ministers were re-|.

. portedly upset by Begin's proposal that Agricul- -
- ture Minister Ariel Sharon be appointed: députy

to Foreign Minister Moshe, Dayan: for.the negoti= |

ating sessions of the' joint Israeli-Egyptian politi-

cal committee here.” No appointment was rati-

_fied at today's Cabinet session, . -~
According to informéd sources, Depu'y Prem

ier Yigael Yadin and Defense Minister Ezer: .

. Weizman: are among: -those ‘opposed-to-Sharon's

ition. - But; sources ‘close to 'Dayani said the -.
elgn Minister."actively favors” the idea. It

i pu}flcrpoflon in the talks becuseof his-hardstine|

as opparenfly suggested by Begm as'a woy of -

protecting his right-flank from the Gush: Emunim "
“and ottier rejectionist groups. e g

wzo: PLAN CALLS FOR NEW SETTLEMENTS
By GiT Sedan~ s

JERUSALEM Jan. 3 (JTA)--The World Zionist
Organization's settlement department is going
..ahead with a project to establish new settlemehts
in the Rafah salient of northem Sinai despite Prem-
_.ier Menachem'Begin's peace plan' that.would retym
“that region to Egyphun sovereignty.

The project, which calls for about |00 new'set-
tlements in the southern regions df Israel and north-
.ern‘Sinai, was presented to the WZO Exécutjve
yesterday by ‘the .chairman ibf the settlement deport-
ment, Raanan Weitz. "Known as the * "southern
ject," it envisages a population of 10,000 families
earning their livelihood from ogncuhure and an-
other 25,000 families employed in related fields.

Weitz presented a similar plan for.the Jordan

* Valley where 3500 Israelis presently live and work
in‘about 2| settlements. He proposed the settlement”
of another 1000 families 'here According:to Weitz
there will be no difficulty finding recruits because
‘dozens of young people have expressed interest in

- seﬂlmg in the reglon

ROLE OF BIG POWERS IN' MIDgAST TO BE
- PRIORITY ITEM IN CARTER-GISCARD TALKS TALKS
By Edwin Eymn - v

- PARIS, Jan.3 (JTA)--The Middle East cmd
Amencc s.6wn plans for the region will figure prom=
* inently on the agendq of the.talks between Presndenr
Carter ‘and France's: President Vulery Giscard
'Estaihg. Carter is due to arrive: here mmorrew for
a three-day official visit.
. Giscard singled out'today the Middle East as
“"one of the main'world issues which he will discuss
with Carter. He! told a foreign press delegation who-
had called-an_ hlm to-extend New Year's greetings
that the situati the Mndeqst wm-mnfs "a thot-
. ough discussion. Ny
French officials: rter explomed that Giscard
intends to-review the role to be played by'the-big
powers, Jincluding the Sowet Umon, |n guarantee-
ing a peace in'the M

lieves that rhe Soviet Union should pumcnpate in
agreement’.

un( such The French governmenr also..
beljgwes.

ranteeing o peuce agree-
{nenhel'her by supplying a, truce force fo.be sta- .
tioned in the demilitdrized.- zones or by giving
polmccl guarantées.

Seeks Role For France

french officials make it clear that France hopes
. to use Carter's visit in order to reenter the field of
d(plomuhc talks on the M;deusf"“ "Therﬁla‘nc'h wh,a
+ stress that their country is America's oldest uify ‘and’
. often refer to' Lafayette, openly resent the ever in=-

creasing role played by Britain in the search fora . .

~"Mideast solution: French ofﬁcnu fpomt to the re-
iprovement in’ Fr i relatlons as ™
ning new vistas for d. French interest m the area.
- T ese officidgls believe that-lsrael and even America-
. telations with the Arab .
: sto'es, mcludmg‘Syrlu and Egypt: @ "o
Y Frence, whlch is one of the wor|d s qugesr

: S
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" 1U.SZ never had a detailed, concrete plan for fhe

odrmmsfrohon ¢an allow itself a real frok
tion with:lsrgel

CJTA Dcnly News Bulleﬂn RS

| qrms ,wppller to-the ureu, also’ bel |eve§ -v'could

3 here today,” Giscard 'stressed France's desire to im-|

~ time he may ‘want to come ‘in the. meanhme m on

- McCloskey, the United States Ambassadar to The "

- today that the margins 6f-U,S. policy. in the Mld-

" seen.a written blueﬁnnf for a."homeland for the

. emerge ‘only from negotiatians; he said: Asked if. ”

~.with the PLO." .He. added that

-the region.

‘Emnco Israeli Ties’ S'ressed

pr
. visit here by Israeli Premier Menachem Begin be-

special representative, former Premier Jacques
‘Chaban-Delmas, to personally renew the |nvrla-

_meeting with Egyptjan President Anwar Sadat. “THe

- same path as,you.)" -

“should be involved_in the current Middle East .

Jur.\uor): 4, 197

take- part i a fédyction of all-arms shxpmenrs to
Glscord, in a recent tel :njston inter~
view,.made such a suggestion and.Fr h officials

here say‘that France is prepared to reduce. its: Grats |-
sales as part of a'global plan which should cover- |~

American and Soviet arms sales as well.

Speaking informally to the, press. delegahon

‘télations with Israel but ruled out_an official

fore France's forthcoming electians next March..
Giscard added that Begin would be welcomed any

informal capacity. -

- France invited early: Jst year the then |sruel|
Premier, Yitzhak Rabin, to pay anwofficidl visit fo
France und reiterated Ihls invitation after Begin's
election. Last aytumn, Glscqrd sent to Israel o'

tiori extended to Begin.
First diplomatic dlffxculrles cnd more receiit-
ly, the intensive talks with Egypt have caused :

Begin to postpone his trip. It seems that it-will now *
. take place only after the forthcoming elections -

here, probablynext May or June after a new
French govermment is voted into. power. ™" """

Carter will arrive in Paris directly -from Aswan
Egypt where he is scheduled to hold a 75-minute’ -

two are expected to concentrate on means of re-
solving the. Palestinian issue: ¥, -

Toddy, Cirter afrived in Spudn Arubnc, whtre
King Khu{ld greeted him by saying "I thank you forf
your efforts to find a just and lasnng solution for
the problems of the Middlé East." Carfer said the
main purpose.of his trip was finding peace, stress=
ing that "our most important subject. . :is the ‘early
achievement of a just and lasting peace in the " :
Middle East." He told the:Saudi monarch that "|
feel that | am among my own people and-know that
my steps will not.(be) hlndered because 1'walk I'he

McCLOSKEY: HAS NO BLUEPRINT FOR -
PALESTINIAN. HOMELAND CANNOT AFFORD

A REAL CONFRONTATION WlTH ISRAEL

By Henriette Boas i

: AMSTERDAM Jan. 3(JTA)--RobertJ

Netherlands, saidin an.interview, publlshed here

dle East are determined to a laige extent by its *
feglings of bonds with lsrael.: McCloskey, who'wa
formerly the Sfute Department's chief spokesman
and has d-¥o.follow Mideastern affairs .-
closely, also told the Diteh dully, Troow,, that the|

solution of the Palestinian problem :
He said that while in Washington he had never]

Palgstinidns. " ‘Such-o-blueprint was expected to

he thought the Palestine Liberation Organization

peace process, McCloskey replied! "If Israel does. .
not want to negotiate with the PLO it Wil be ex~
tremely difficult for the United.States £6 negohoie

O, inany ...

F e so-callLd Jowigh lobby but also because

" ‘never been formal diplomatic relations bétween the

« sympathy for Israel. is deeply. rooted in the. #«nen-
~eah_people, in view df what happened: in Europe
during. the second World Wunand -reol admlrunon
for Israel's achievements. "
McCloskey noted that Ohe Arcb world was ulrnosf
*"unknown to Americans for.many “years although this'
~ has changed recently, pcrtly asa resulf of Egyptian

President Anwar Sadat's visit to the U. S, However,
- the-dipl said, that develop wnll never
cduse the U. S, to impose its'will on Israel.”!"We

cannot pressure Israel sa that ultimately they will -
.give in though.we have a certain measure of mflu-
ence with them,'_‘ he said. ¢ X

U.S. Has lmportant Mideast Role. ‘ A . ’

. McCloskey admitted that the US> was sur-
prlsed by Sadat's decision to*visit Israel last. -
v ‘Novemberand "it ‘took some time to-overcome this
~surprise.” But he insisted-that despxte the fact that
“Israel and Egypt are now engaged in direct pegoti--____
ations the U, S. still has on%mportnnf role to plag
in the Middle East und has nof been relégated to
-the role of specra'or
He noted: "We still have conS|deruble influ=
ehce in both camps though it is no. longer neces- - *
sary that we travel ffom the ope fo the other to ,
trahsmit messages and-proposals. It is tnthinkable
- that the United States should cqmplelely withdiaw -
« from an-area where we have.so many interests and
with which we t;'Ac:ve occupied ourse ves'so inten- -
1d.. .
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IRANIAN OFFICIALHINTS'AT CLOS RIIES -
WITH ISRAEL IF THERE IS MIDEAST PEACE . - . .
By Ynzhok Shargil-a R

TEL AVIrJan 3 (JTA)r-Dcnus Hmayon, ‘the
Mlnlster of InFcrmahon ‘of Iran, has;hinted that re
.- lations between his country and srael would grow
" closer if presént Middle'East developments lead.to
a.peacé seftlement. Homayon was quoted in Yediot '
Achronot as saying: "The developmen‘fs in the Mid-

“dle East will have, no doubt, positive implications
on the Isrqeh-lranlon relations. | believe that these - »
relations.will be different from what rheyure today."

While Israel and Iran have trade ties there:hay

. two coyntries. Homayon was interviewed by Yediot’
correspondent [lan Kfir who was in Teheran over
the weekend.to-cover the meefings betwegn Presi=- - *
dent Carfer, the Shah and King Hussein of Jordan.- .
g to Yediot, Homayon said that Iran
was conscious of the great importance of peace to~
the entire Middle East. "We shall make every pos-
sible efforf to enh the peace We -
.- are. in the picture of developmenrs and maintain-
* contact with the parties. We shall encouroge. all”’
our‘friends fo help this process and: not remomwnh
- folded hands, " he: said.
Yediot reported that the mmvsr}er utmbured the".
changed atimosphere.in the Middle East to Egyptian
" President' Anwar. Sadat's visit to Jerusalem in-: - | -,
‘November. “We must not let this chonge fade out, "
be said. N > -

lNITZ, GHORBAL AL CEREMONY EXPRESS
OPE FOR CONTINUED MIDEAST PROGRESS
WASHINGTON Jan . 3 (JTA)==Isrdeli; Ambas-

sodor Simcha, Dmxtz and Egyphan Ambassador
* Ashraf Ghorbal both expressed the hope today for .
“‘continved progress:in Middle East peace negoha- |
“tions. ‘They voiced:this-hope at.a ceremony, at.  —
“which' ‘thiéy were presented gold medals showmg‘m
Egyptiun Preﬂdent Anwar Sadat:and Israeli erﬂ-\:"'""'"‘”‘1

not only- hecause of r.he influence |

ier A Begin at rhélr flrst meehng m ]smel '
|usf November. . :




" " By.Gil Sedan_-

" _to.pérsuade another persop to convert to his relig=

~ " Determined To Fight The Law

RS

- —Begin-areBispreme+Court -Justice Elichu Many;y
* - Democratic MaVeHidnt.for Ch g Ji

.. ary‘elements: in Israel who take advantage of finan-|
+cial diffiéulties of:-Jews to convert them to Chris-
_ 7 tianity. It was the explanation which aroused

JTA Disily News Bulletin ~+

a3

LN . . R '
o » J‘.anugr’yli,\ 1978 .

"™ "only. wish_that before long-you will-be
“%1ssuing gnother medal to. commemorate peace, "
Dinitz said to Charles ‘Andes, board chairman of -~
the Frgnklin. Mint Corpotgtion, the private firm tha
is‘issuing the medals.  Ghorbal said.that-because the
Mideast issues were being debated “'with an open
mind and with adesire to understand each other’s
problem" signs were good for a*fruitful outcome, ..
“"we hope very soon.™ . © . .
CHRISTIAN CHURCHES OPPOSE.
A NEW ANTI-MISSIONARY LAW *

JERUSALE KA, Jan. 3 (JTA)--The Council of
Christian Churches in~Israet has protested vigorously
against a recently enacted lawsimposing prison, -~
terms and fines for certain types of missionary ‘ac-
tivity. - A'delegation representing the churches met
yesterday with Yisrael-Lippel, -directorgeneral of

. the Ministry of Religious Affairs, to protest that the
.law was written without consulting the Christian...
comriunity. .They also charged that:its gim-was to
create "a feeling of hate and suspicion against the

Christian church, ", ™ . -
.. The law_provides:penalties of five years in--
-prison or an IL 50.000 fine for anyone attempting

ion in return for material bengfit. A person who .
. converts for. imaterial berefit is subject to three ." "
~years.imprisopment.or an IL 30,000 fine. The law-
itself does nét mention missionaries nior does it con=
~tain the word "Christian." S,
. But the_ explanatory paragraphs attached to the
- bill when it was presented in the: Knésset warn *_
against the-allegedly. growing influence of mission-

the .

P

ger of the  Council of Churches.

The church representatives told Uppei they -

" weré determined to fight to have the law abolished.|.

Lippel said they should understand Israel's sensitiv-
ity to' missionary activity;-especially after the Holo:
caust ~\ He conceded, ‘however,: that-the Christian |
community shiculd have been consulted before -the
low 'was‘adopted. * . o .
The bill was ériginally submitted to the Knesset

in 1975. it.was passed only late last year iri ac-

. “cordance with promises.made by the Likud govern-'
ment to its Aguda Israel.coalition partners. The

qng,iw'ho,w
‘-on Arab- affairs under Labor governments; Dr:.

as_formany.years the official advi

C_bguquui ; @ Morecco-born scholar,and author;
.and Ldbor MK Yitzhak Navon, who narrowly- lost
. out o Katzir-five years ago.’ The Liberal Party, -
oneof the two major ‘parties in. Likud,. is pressing
the candidacy T

\»I_Rimch. e )
"YERUHAM RESIDENTS IN GENERAL STRIKE .

TEL-AVIV; Jan. 3:(JTA)--The 7500 residents.of
' Yervham, @ iew-development township in the Negev
east of Beersheba;-went on a general strike several
days ago to' protest the: lack of medjcal services. .
Until today,. the town, which has several large-in-
dustrial enterprises, had no doctor.” When an infanit
. died for lack of medical tr the angered
_citizens closed down their shops, schools and fac~
tories to.call_attention to_their_plight: .-
_The army sent g medic for onenight byl
,civilian doctors drew riq volunteers until-a.former -,
army syrgeon working at-the Beersheba Hospital of -
fered his services. The doctor saidthe is familjar
with the demographic structure SG£:)

practitioner although he is a qualified surgeon. He
sdid he hoped .other doctors
#e;e'rt settlement.” i
SHEMTOV: MAPAM WILL'SUPPORT ANY.
PLAN OF BEGI:! THAT WILL PREYENT WAR
- TELAVIV, (JTA)--Victor Shititov, . -
Mapam's new political secretary, said in his. first

will "support dny plan"sof Premier Menachem.Begin-
"that will- prevent war" and warned-that,if progress

.- towards peace is not realized within two'to three
*‘months some. forces within Israel ‘may emerge _ that

k- will Jeopdrdize the process and ‘destréy chances for
“|-peaces .o oo g

~Shemtov
“uation called war or a sifuation ‘that will prevent
war." He described Begin as a dove in his plan
‘for’ Sinai_but o hawk-with regard to his.plan for the
_West Bank, The Mapam leader said that prevenfing
.any ‘impediment toward-peace is the prime function
of his-party at fhis time, He also fold the ¢orres- -
pondents 'ﬁuf Mapam will hold, a discussion within.
six months on waysato.help revitalize the Labor
movement .. This, hé’stated, will have to include o
“ change and, a rejuvenation of the movement's

leadership.
Sh,

Aguda. has been inveighing ‘against
ity for years, claiming it wos conducted on a large,
scale.. But the éhurch delegation noted that the :
conyérsion rate of Jews to Christianity is Iéss than
tén, a-year compared fo as'many as 2000 Christians:
who convert to. Judaism each year. N
Observers here said the law was not necessary'-
because jn‘the few cases where missionary activity
was successful, the converted fgmilies soon left "~
" the country: ;" T
BEGIN REFORTEDLY-CONSIDERING
SEPHARDI'FOR NEXT PRESIDENT
TELAVLV, Jan,’ 3'(JTA)--Prgmi€r Meénacherp .|
Begin, reportedly’ plans fo nominate a Sephardi for
- President.to succeed Ephraim-Kafzir-who_ has an=--
-nounced‘he will not seek-re-election when his\five-
year term engds.in, May . Begin asked Kafzir to stay.
‘on.but the President, a biophysicist; wants to return
"'to the Weizmann Instjtute of Scienc¢e ar,Rehoyokhf
‘Amorig those-reportedly beirig considergd by

Shmuel . Tol

ry, a¥tiv

. also ar d that Mapam was plan-
nirig to launch an urban youth movement that will
parallel Hashomer: Hatzair which will continue to
function ds an educational youth movement: The
new urban youth movement, he said, will ‘be aimed
at mature youths and will fuiiction as.a kind-of. -
‘young guard of Mapam. -

EVANGELICAL CHRISTIANS TO MEET IN ISRAEL
- JERUSALEM; Jan. 3 (JTA)=Evangelical- Chris--

international congress for the peace of Jerusalem, "
-Dr. Douglas Young, one of the organizers, told a °
press conference.  The aim of the congress will be
“to demonstrate Christian support for Israel at the
~time of polifical trials.® Young :said that Ameri-
‘cdp Evangelicals constitute 6-proZisragl body far
_gréater in size than the Jewish communitys ez
. -cording to Young, their pro=Israel positien has ' -

‘as pro-lsrael advertisements in"American news=- *
papers.. Premier-Menachem Begin i
-

ongress

" address th :

harn's: popula-
tion and was prepared to servé the:fown as a general

been-translated ‘into overt political_action, such * .

of one of its.leaders, Dr. Elimelech T

ta call for

would follow him 18 the -~

meeting with political correspondents that his porty

.

said Israel faces "a boséibf!ify of asite"

[

tians.will meet here at the end of the month for an—

is'scheduled to H



" JTA Daily News Buneﬁn"

"“events unfold with dizzying and almost. unpredict-|

. speed of the releuses, which would put-the Con-

" statement. What made it news was’that he repeat-

. war’Sadat of CGJ byielding the reporter's ques=

Ting of some sott of aytonomy-or selfdetermination.
Sadat then declared: "If dfter “forty ddys such a leag s

Al

BEHIND THE HEADLINES

WAR AND PEACE - RESS REEEASE STYLE " l—"
By Murray Zuckoff - - — Vv

NEW YORK}: Jan. 3 (JTA)--As Middie East’

able speed, spokesmen for Jewish organizations:
feel mcreusm ly. compellea to provide jristant
i , either praising or

condemnmg one side of ahother and mvurmbly
offering for consideration their favorite political
recipes on how best to.resolve the specific prob-
lem:on hand. . The more ambitious-garnish 7Er°
_recipes with |nsrruchons on’ how to cut through
the skein of tangl )
act as if the press releose, rcther fhunﬂw—vcfuu‘l/
event, .is the mator force of }us?ory.

The i for divers.insights, analysis,
warnings and forebodings is the.press release. The

coide to shame, is in direct ratio to the spéed and
com Iexrty of the objective developments. It is
|mp ied, in many of the releases, that history will
be incapable of moving or may even be derailed
* unless these releoses are farfhwnth made public i in |
the media.
While the .issuance of press relecses hot off the
mimeograph machine is not-a new venture its. :
value becoryes more pfoblernahcal than ever given
the rdpxd-fl lopment of events. More often
than-nof, statéénts, confalned in the releases
become obsolete even a5 they are being stuffed-
.into envelopes. Quite frequently, however, ‘they
fend.to exacerbate a'situation rather than' solve it.

Ill Timed Statement . =~ . - :
For: exumple, when President Carter Iasr Wed-

nesduy night oh-television, in response fo a repor-

ter's question, rejected a Palestinian state on the

-Wést Bank and praised Premier Menachem Begin of |

Israel. for_his peace proposals;. several Jewish or-:
gun"zanons s issued instantaneous press.releases. -
lauding Carter for his stafement. The releases ad-
~~ded,mo.new. insights into the problem. Moreover,
none were newswor?hy and all were: ill-timed.
Carter had broken no.new ground with his

ed it in the context of the current sensitive fatks
between Egypt and Israel. Carter could have aveid
ed the ensuing diplomatic flap with President-An-

tion on this issue, a time-hongred response by poli-
ticians when they wafiT'to avoid a-direct answer *
and when the issue requires sensitivity and tact:
Equally ill<timed were press release statements
.cavtioning that Sadat's response was Tntemperate *-
and evidence of a hardening of Egypt's line toward
Israel. But the press release. aficionados -were; ™
perhaps unknowingly, respondmg to-half-baked .
media reporfs about Sadat. “The Egyptjan leuder 3
did express disappoinfment with Carter ofter being
pressed by two Amencan,reporferTFor a response..
‘What wos not:reported in the media, or buried |.
in-mounds of copy’’ was that Sadat, also
~befcre his visit.to Jerusalem and' the
"ng oneé knew whaf Was the fate of
Begin and his'government, the opposition and ev=:
eryone in-israel-used to say that this (the West
Bank) is an Israeli land that has been i
L S!rm:e his visit to- Jerusalem,’ Sadu
oW dlffermg or quarreling among each other.
s ypt because they are’speak-

‘takes ‘phace ‘and the differences.(are) between some |

'future "

. Freguenﬂx Off Turgef T e e

" Both reléases, rherefgre--luudmg Carter and
cautioning about Sadat--were counter-productive;
at the ve ‘least. ~Furthetmore, they were reac-
tions to devélopmertte that had beerf only
'perﬁ‘ally reported by the “in general under,
deadline pressu, und headline-hunting. ’
iet, frequéntly , -press releases are churned
#¢ public re|Phons officer.on behalf of
of an. orgamzaﬂon who . is always referred
a "Jewish leader" or a "Zionist leader. "
“These- credlt lines more often'than not refer.to i
.dividuals who lead only-in the number and verbos-
ity of press release statements, All too frequently
these releases can be characterized by the Yiddish
expression, “er shist mit a bez\/un treft die
levanah" (he shoots w with a-broom-and hits thes, . -
moon;, a colloqun}nsm for being off target), . -

- Infact, some press releases are.not only off tar-

get but anficipate actual developments which may

or may notmaterialize. One press rélations offic="""
erhabitually calls.and says: "I understand that the
White House (or the State Deporrmenf) is about to

.issue a g (or.p g) Israel.
There'll be a statement on this at your office i ina

few minutes. : But hold |Hmh| it's anriounce d
officiall

AGenume Quundory "7. T el

One Jewish leader, who seldom issues off-fhe-
. cuff press release/naremenls, echoed what is un=~
dcubredly a problem for many Jewish organizations.
\'When. is the time to issue @’ “statement and how*

ften is enough?" he asked.” It becomes a'real . .
~c1rundary. ifa statement isn't issued it seems as .-

though wedon't care what happens. If we issue .
..Yoo many statements we thay seem fo be frylng to

use _pressure tactics." .

There is a genuine quandary in this,: But not

Qtareous press statement, - unless

specifically asked Tor one by the media, is not tan--

- #fgmount to adopting'a "sha shtihl" attitude towards.
an ob]echvely dangerous development. The prob-
lem' with issuing press releases mdlscnmmurely and”

- instantaneously is that ‘it diminishes the impact of

, a'statement when it is really réquired to counter

. a.development inimical to the Jewish commumfy

»or Israel.

Unfortunately, however, press releases have
“become-a way of life for some organizatioris and .
“a'bstitute fot genuine, practical-activity: The="
press release syndrome is a compulsive response to
events, or even to non-events. Releases are some-
times based on rumors, on.unconfirmed medja re—"

- " ports ar.in response to press relédses issued by
* other organizations.

Press reledses fall into several readlly identifi--
‘able categories:. (1) the revolvmg door release-- -
one after. another, (2) the jogger's release-~just -

. for.the éxercise;. (3).the bandwagon release-r
) equal time or space releas
~responding to some other organization; (5) the _

" round=robin releuse--respondlng to responses; and
(6) the id h'y crisi releuse--to uvord bemg

: begmmné of the new ear, a resoluz
tion is in order: -organizations shall not ljve by

press releuses alone, ‘& g{ecually in this pei
When a release written ofi thé"spur of th
maymmd-ub bemg a mlsgmded mlss»le.

sort of aytonomy_and self—defermmunon, ! conslder
o . E
el




