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VANCE SAYS HE WAS ENCOURAGED BY
TALKS HE'HAD WITH ISRAELI LEADERS -

JERUSAI.EM Dec. 12 (JTA)-~Secretary of
“State Cyrus Vance left-Israel today. for Jordan

./saying he was very much encouraged by the talks|

he had with-Israeli leaders during: his 36-hour

.dedicated tothe cause of peace and:is working
he told repgl:t—
ers-at Ben: Gurion Airport.
“Foreign Minister Moshe Duyan, who wds at
the airport-to see Vance.off;-expressed hope that

he would have constructive Yalks with the leaders} :

of the other Arab countries he will be visiting on
‘his current:Middle East tour. 'We are very happy|
about our:talks'arid the message Vance brought

Iogue will ‘go on until we reach final peace
treaties with all Arab countries and this will be -
with'the help-of our. American frlends." (See
related story )"

DAVID LANDAU, ‘MAURICE SAMUELSON
TO COVER TALKS IN CAIRO FOR JTA -

JERUSALEM ‘Decil2: (JTA)--Duvsd Lan=
dav; the- ngnsh Telegraphic: Agency’s Israel
bureau ‘chief, ‘and Maurice Scmuelson, JTA's =
London correspondem will be-in Cairo to
cover the coriference scheduled to begin
Wednesday .

since 1972 and dlplomnhc_gorrespondem for
the Jerusalem Post since 1971. . He won plaud-
its in Jerusalem, Washington and in Arab cap-
nal%&or his reports and analysis during the .
- shuttle missions conducted by then Secretary |
of State Henry A. Kissinger. Landau was bom
in London and received his law degree from
London University. He has been living in Is-
rael since 1970. He is married and ‘is the
father of two children.®

Samuelson, 42, has been JTA correspon-
dent for the past two years. He also works
for The Financial Times of London. A writer
and broadcaster on Middle Eost affairs for
many years; he spent nearly 12 years on the
London Jewish Observer and Mideast Review,
more thon seven of which years he served as
the paper's editor. He is married and is the
father of three children.

AT AFL-CIO CONVENTION AS ISRAELL,
E@YPTIAN TABOR LEADERS SHAKE HANDS

LOS ANGELES,, Dec. 12 (JTA)~-Ah historic
event took place at the AFL~CIO 12th conventjon
here when the leaders of the Israeli and Egyption
labor federations met on thé same platform,
clasped hands and spoke of peace and friendship.
to the more than 2000 delegoles representing
Amerlca s trade unionists. :

hom-Meshel, $ | of His-
\‘cc;(ur and Saad Muhammed Ahmad, the. Egyptian
Minister. of Lobor and president of ‘the Eg ptian -
trade union federation, were introd y AFL-
CIO presidént George Meany who had mvned
_both of them to ‘appear at the convention.

A ‘the Egyption and the lsroell shook hands

warmly\there was silérice for about five seconds as
~ if the assembled delegates could not believe what .
“they ‘saw-. - Then ‘a roar of cheers and pounding:

X »Herhng, presi
~Assocmt|on to write, in-his: account of the conven=

\

appluuse rocked the convention hall as the cssembly
rose o its feet in‘a prolonged ovation. -

- The 6 last Friday prompted Albert Ky = -
of the ional Labor Press. *::

tion: "Never. in the decades that this reporter has

. been attending:conventions: of the AFL and the CIO

-+ and then those of the merged organization had there
“‘been'such an emohonolfy chorged utmosphere." He ;

“ said it.was as'if the d

all branches of chor in the U Se ’hod through some
|nexphcable ch |'and been
transformed iinto one ﬁercely racmg heurt respondm

ing to a historical miracle. !

Contribution To Connnumg Dmlogue

Meany said the intention.of his-invitations to
Meshel and Ahmad was American.labor's effort to

" keep the Israell-Egyphon dialogue going. Meshel; .

aofter describing the impact of Egyptian President

' ‘Anwar Sadat's visit to Israel last:month and the rées~ . -

ponse of the. Israeli people, soid "the problem now
is to have a continuing process of dialogue, a fruit-
ful continuing.process.” He expressed the hope that.
"very soon we will see a delegation from the trade.
unions of Egypt to our country and one from our:

.country to Egypt.”

" Meshel observed that "if. peace will come, per-
haps after this historical moment of our.being to-
gether on the same platform, ‘Israeli trade unionists
and distinguished guests from Egypt, : this friendship
between workers will continue and perhaps it is this

. which will bring a lasting and ‘usf peace in the

Middle East." =
Ahmad refened to Saduf s vusni io Isruel os.a
"bold and courag step" that repi da “re=~

alistic attitude towards a just peuce in the Middle
Eusf. " He stressed the need to end the "scourge of
war” from which the region has suffered too long.
This is the time to employ all our efforts and - *
strength fowards building our country and bringing
about'a secure and happy life for orr péoples of the
region, " the Egyptian said.

Ahmad said that during Sadat's visit "l sensed 6™
good feeling among the Israeli people and their de~
sire for true peace. We fully believe that.the en-

. tire Arab people are also keen on establishing

peace....We: will work towards the final elimina-
tion of war which morked the hmory of the Middle
East for too many years."

AIR OF OPTIMISM IN ISRAEL -

‘By Maurice Samuelson and Gil Sedan" .

~JERUSALEM, Dec. 12 (JTA)-~An air of optimism

prevuded‘ here today in the aftermath of Secretary .
of State Cyrus Vance's visit on the eve of the Cairo.
conference.. The feeling was based more on “atmos=
pherics” than hard facts but it was enhanced by

Foreign Minister Mdshe Dayan's remarks at a Foreign .
Press Association luncheon which hinted that Vance
had been satisfied with the degree ofilsreli flexi~

.. bility at the forthcoming talks. Doyon said that Is='

rael and Egypt could reach an agreerient now but

stressed that o separate. peace was. not the gool of .

the Cairo talks. .
Doyan decllned to discuss o repon in the Jerusa-




o

g

8V e b
(i Bl 53 e 8

i s

St o W e

S K i,

e AL My, et s Tk

A it A

I
.

PR ok e qpid

P . -

U




ks JTA Ijaily News Bﬁlleriﬁ i

_ dignitaries, Ms. Lewvine reported. At many of
, these ceremonies massed voices were faised in

- and so did Christian organizations,

~  Mass.
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. Marilyn Haft of the White House Office.of Public:

Committee for: Soviet
“C PV N P

program at the 340-year-old Pilgrim-built Central

- cases involving members of Soviet Jewish ifamilies', i

thathave been harassed by bureaucratic: red tape
designed by the USSR o separate;a husband; wife |
son ‘or daughter. : CopdiEE R e

A
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Soviet Emt

' In Washington,, the Soviet Embassy rodéy ac~ |

ceptag o "statement of concern" on behalf of

Soviet Jewry addressed to Ambassador Anatoly. :

Dobrynin delivered by the Greater Washindton—_|
Women's Plea for Human Rights for Soviet Jewry.
This is believed to be the first time that the Em-
bassy. here did not reject a,petition of this nature
from a Jewish organization, = i Gl
The nt urged the freeing of all Jewish
Prisoners of Conscience, a ban ‘on al! forms of
persecution of Jews. and permission for all. Jews'to

emigrate from the USSR who wish to leave. Earlier|’

today a similar."statement of concern was deliv=.
ered to the White House where Dr. Joyce Starr ‘an

Liaison said they would present it to President.
Carter..: "= & . 3 b 3 I

- Of the 66 ¢i
ing ceremonies, many with the participation of

prayerful pleas for "an end at.last to the years of
darkness:and suffering of our brothers and sisters in|
the Soviet Union." The prayer was‘incorporated
in a leaflet titled "The Unlit Menorah, " origin=
ally developed by the Mi “Dakbtas Action
Jewry, a'unit of the Jewish
[ Committee~Anti-Def io
Le%gue of Minnesota and the Dakotas, Ms: Levine
said. B S

The. Philadelphia launching spanned two days
with the lighting of candles and a "Freedom
Torch" at-a community~wide Havdallah ceremony
on the night of Dec. 3, followed the next day by
a major protest outside the M State Cir
a "Counter-Circus” featuring speakers, ' literature
tables and balloons with the message “Free Soviet
Jews." E )

Boards of Rabbis around the country declared
the Sabbath of Dec. 9 "Soviet Jewry Sabbath, "
Ms. Lt‘:vine

reported. The prog Xpicully f p
sermns,'rmvelrels describing their experiences
with Jews in the Soviet Union, rabbis and minis-
ters exchanging pulpits, and informal inter-'
congreggtional meetings.

Other Actions Outlined. -

In Gddition, there were all-night vigils in -
churches in Atlanta, Ga., Richmond, Va., and
Newark and Morristown, N.J.; an inter-faith

?

Church in New Haven, Conn.; a special program
by the Inter-Religious Task Force on Soviet Jewry
in Scranton, Pa.; and Soviet Jewry Sabbaths in
Norfolk, Va. churches and synagogues. "Events
like these showed vividly that the plight of Soviet
Jewry inflames the consciences of Jews and non-
Jews alike, ” Ms. Levine said.

" The dramatic events orgdnized by some com~
munities attracted wide media attention, -such as
the delivery by air of a "Freedom Torch" to lead
a torchlight’p! ioh at an outdoor Chanukah
festival'in San Francisco, Calif.;
as radio program featuring o call'to’a
Soviet Jewish family, now in Israel; the exhibi-
tions of works'by refusnik artists displayed in' New
Orleans, La., Portlond, Ore., and Springfield,

r‘ies,'>:13 he}l‘d publi;: .co;ndle Iigl;w- %

1. ;ond.the third, Kozo'Okamoto,

the Dallas, Tex-

: ‘Solidarity Week coincided with the celebr ,

. "tion of Chanukch and the 29th anniversary on'Dec. ™.
10 of the United. Nations Universal Declaration of = *
Human Rights. R

;FIRE DESTROYS DORMITORY BUILDING °

AT TALMUDICAL ACADEMY IN N.J, :

- .~ ADELPHIA, N.J:, Dec. 12 (JTA)==State

"authorities ‘are investigating the possibility. of ar-.

ﬂ in a fire that destroyed a dormitory building

t-the Talmudical Academy of New: Jersey in this -
nmouth County village early. yesterday moming.
‘No one was hurt in-the fire that was discovered at ' .
- °6:40 a.m. The building, a'conVerted farm house,
. ‘normally housed 50 of the school's 100 students buf
all were home for. Chanukah,-Rabbi  Yeruchim -
Shain, ‘dean and founder of the academy; told the
Jewish Telegraphic Agency. - i ;
; He estimated the damage at about- $100,000
but said-the insurance would not cover:the cost of '
. ‘replacing it. He said the building was 65'percent "
-destroyed and "unlivable" and that efforts were "
being'made fo find temporary quarters for the dis~
placed students. : A fund-raising campaign will be
: started: for-a new building. :Shain said the Talmud-
ical Academy, founded. in 19: consists of a'sec~
““ondary school .where secular.and religious subjects. -
are taught ‘and a rabbinical college. He said most
‘of‘the students came from New Jersey and the
.-New York metropolitan area and some from other
statesand abroad. .Sy 5

" BELLI'GATHERING EVIDENCE IN LOD
AIRPORT MASSACRE SUIT'VS, AIR FRANCE

By Yitzhak Shargil

= TEL'AVIV xDec. 12:(JTA)--The American
trial lawyer Melvin\Belli-began collecting evi-

dence in lsrael today to support ‘@ $20 million suit-

against Air France on behalf of the relatives of 16

Puerto Rican tourists killed in the Lod Airport

(now Ben Gurion Airport) massacre of May 31, 1972. -

) The suit charges that lax security measures

by the French air line enabled three heavily armed

Japanese Red Army terrorists to board-its flight to
.Israel that day undetected. " The terrorists swept

the passenger terminal with machinegun fire killing

36 people before two of them weré gunned down
( was captured.

If the 'svit is successful, the families of the . -
20 Israeli victims may also sue Air France. Belli
will receive depositions from Israel's former Ambas-
sador to France Asher Ben Natan who had warned,
the French authorities about the inadequacies of - .
‘security precautions by Air'France. The suit char- .
ges that the warnings were ignored. :

: Labor Alignment leader Shimon Peres, who
was Mini of -Ce ications in 1972, has also,
agreed fo give a deposition. Bellj, g{qy seek cne
from an expert. on' international terrorism. He is' ",
believed to have in mind Rehavem Ze'evi, who was
advisor to former Premier Yitzhak Rabin on counter-
terrorist warfare.. . Associates of Belli have visited
Okamoto in jail where he is serving o life sentence.
He has signed a statement admitting his participa=
tion in the massacre. ~» x »

" JERUSALEM (JTA)~—Some 40,000 Christian SR
ilgrims are cted to visit Israel during the
' g(mds-New Y‘eur season to take part in church
services, according to an assessment by ‘the tour-
+, ism ministry.- The pilgrims will be coming in 708
organized groups by air and in 10 cruise ships.
Most of them will be from the U,S., Britain and
Scandinavia. Israel TV is making orrangements to .
! Bethleh idnight mass live by sat-

-ellite to.selevision stations around Europe.






