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DROP:CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS  AGAINST
N WHO BETRAYED JEWS TO NAZIS . .-

* AMSTERDAM; July 18 (JTA)--The Hague Pub~

lic Prosecutorwill drop. criminal p

on development loans'and. installment credit; and -
a net-budget cut of 1L 2.1 billion * Two-thirds-of -
the budget cut will be realized from the reduction -
of subsidies. . The bal will"come from reduced

Johan A."Van Tilburg who allegedly betrayed
wealthy Dutch Jews to the Nazis during World War

“defense expenditures and some |L 900 million from
reducing spending by government offices whose. -
bud :

1l 'so that he-could appropriate their ar tr .
when they were deported o death camps. The Pros=
ecutor: concluded.ofter.an investigation of méfe thar|
two months that ‘insufficient evidence exists because
none of the eye-wifnesses is alive. The case file
will not be closed. e y v'

Van Tilburg, 88, was formerly an Alderman in |

Nazification court sentenced him to 13 months im-
prisonment after the war:for collaborating with the

- Germans. - He hds [ived in Pretoria,-South Africa,
for the past 25 years. - The investigation was or= - -
dered by The

- articles -appeared in The Times of London and the /"
South African Star describing his alleged:wartime

- activities, - The articles were published after Van
Tilburg bequeathed his art collection, valued at
some 20 million Guilder, to the University of

According to the papers, Vari Tilburg be-. |

N £

s in his

‘place. their val g after

which he reported their hidinixpl‘oce's' to the Gestapd.

DRASTIC FISCAL MEASURES ‘A
‘By Tuvia Mendelson - -

"JERUSALEM, July 18 (JTA)-=Drastic fiscal. .
measures that include a sharp reduction of govern-
ment subsidies for basic goods and services and an
IL 1.4 billion slash in lsrael's defense budget were

v d by Finance Minis
night. - The measures are aimed-at combatting infla-
tion but will result in.an immediate 25 percent price

DOPTED

hike for fuel, electric power, water, tel

etherlands Minister of Justice 'cffePK B

Simcha Ehrlich fost |

-budgets-will be cut-3 percent across the:board,
Ehrlich said. . © - fe, '
Infl

on vRote To Soar:

gl e

" The Treasury expects the hew. measures to

cause a 4.6 percent. rise in the consumer price in-
dex now.and a six percent rise in-the near future.
This will result in an'inflation rate of over: 16 per-
cent since January. The Central Bureau of Sta- .
tistics announced-only'last Friday that inflation. =
hod increased by 10.2 percent during the first six .
months of the year, the most rapid increase occur-
ring in'the second quarter==April-June, = "
" ... ‘Ehrlich said that the price increases were in=
evitable.  He claimed that the rise in the costsof
basic items’jus price hikes of 40 percent.

But they were held to 25 percent for the time being
in order to prevent too sharp an impact. on:living
standards and the ‘general price: level, the Finance
Minister said. A AR : e

... The Ministry-of Commerce:and Industry an= -
nounced later:that the price controller has author-
-ized a.20 percent increase in'the price of mitk and
25 percent for bread.” Manufacturers whose pro=
ducts are subject ‘to‘control will not be permitted
to raise prices automatally but will have to apply
for a permit. . s :
~Israelis-Caught By Surprise .
; Few Israelis had expected drastic steps to be
taken in the absence of Premier Menachem Begin
who is in the U.S. this waek for talks:with Pres-
ident Carter, " The surprise bore the imprint of _

gin's penchant. for s y in domestic no less

+’catiohs, transportation and bosic food items. -+~
: The announcement caught ‘Israelis by surprisey;
The fact that the government:took .o major e i

step that affects the daily lives of all citizens|with-|
out consulting with or even informing Histddrut,
brought cries of outrage from the trade union fed-
eration and the Labor Party. Py .
Histadrut Secretary ‘General Yeruham Meshel
said the subsidy cufs'would reduce many thousands
of moderate wage earners to the ranks of the needy.
" . -Some*economic commentators agreed with him that
the lowest income brackets would be hit hardest
while the offluent would hardly feel the pirich.
Others said, however, that Israel's inflated econ-
.ottiy needed even harsher measures, .
-Ehelich said that Histadrut was not consulted
because to have doneso would have been time con-|
suming and would have compromised the secrecy of
the'plans. He contended that secrecy was vitar to
prevent hoarding. It did not prevent traffic chaos
... in‘the.larger cities and towns as motorists lined up
“Iatid sometimes fought each other. to fill their tanks,
before the 25 percent increase in gasoline prices
took effect at midnight, The price of gosoline
went up from $1.71"0'$2,10 a gallon.
* "Ehrlich announced at the some time another 2
percent devaluation of the Pound, now_at 9.75 to .

the U.S. dollar; o 2 percent rise in'interest rates «

than foreign policy matters. Labor. Party leader
Shimon Peres said last aight that Likud has now
- broken every one of its pre=election promises. He
noted that when Likud was in the. opposition it had
opposed any cut in defense budgets which ' it has
now slashed, e B ;
Former Minister of Commerce and Industry
Haim Barlev called the new measures a badly
thought-out-program ‘that would harm all citizens, _
S i ors observed that the
"measures" did not"constitufe 'a'program at all.’
There is no Guestion, ever, that Israel-is
suffering from inflation. The'June-price index
was.128.8 compared to the base of 100 set in 1976,
according to the Central Bureau of Statistics. :

" There was o’13-peccent increase in the price of

“fruits and vegetables during. the second quarter
which ran counter to the normal trend.
. Aggregate food prices vose 2.5 percent i June,
not including the price of coffee which jumped-
- 335 percent'since the start of the yeor.
CONGRESSMAN WHO MET WITH ARAFAT IN
CAIRO SUGGESTS U.S.-PLO DISCUSSIONS s
. By David Ettinger R 2 R 0
‘  WASHINGTON, July 18 (JTA)-<Rep. Lee
~Hamilton (D.Ind;) canfirmed here today that he
met with Yasir Arafat in Cairo last week and got




¢ the T cmpre

" ted ontofal wulhdrawcll

" pression they are more flexible than that,"

ssignificant impact over a period of time."

“JTA Daily !

ulyl9 V77,

~and is wi hng to live in peoce wnth t.
“'who is chairman-of the :House Internuhonul Affairs
Committee's Subcommiitee on Europe and the Mid-

-“dle East, also suggested: that the-U.S: should ‘initi-

ate d:scussnons with the PLO although he did not
regard ‘Arafat as dhe only Pu|eshmun Ieudet we

: oughr to contact."

Hamilton was a member of a Congresslonul
group that visited the Middle East this:month and’

" met with President Anwar Sadat of ‘Egypt, Hafez
Assad:of Syria, King Hussein of ‘Jordan. and Premier
Ménachem Begin of lsrael i He-said all of 'he Arab
leoders expressed:"a-strong desire for. peuce "“.and @

"willingness to_ go-to-Geneva."
Hamilton descnbed Arafat as "o friendly’ and
courteous man' who .i is pcsswnotely committed to
the Palestinian cause” and 'speaks strongly of Pal-
estinian suffermg " But. he ‘characterized Arafat's

statements as " cirévitous” and stressed that the PLOJ.
' ‘and'the U.S

leader's'views were: inferred rather than exphcn
Says Arafat Has Toned Down

"I'have the lmpressncn that he (Arafat) sold in

a variety of ways he had come to accept the State

of Israel, " Hamilton told reporters at.a press con= -
ference. He.said that he also gained the impres~

sion yhaf any Pdlestinian.state would be: "satisfac-

tory" to Arafat. ¥ I'think:he has comets the vrew

““that the best he could uchneve is a mini=state,"

Hamilfon said, = -

But Hamilton reported that ‘Arafat finds UN-
Security Council Resolution 242 “objectionable™.
because ‘it contains no reference to the Palestiniarf’

- people,’ only to réfugees. 'He said ‘that. "whoever
-, eventuallytalks to Mr; Arafat is going to have to

be a very patient negotiator;” Hamilton said his
meeting with Arafat was. af the latter's request and:
was arranged by a 'hlfd party whom he did not
ldenhfy.

Believes Arabs More Fu."' i

Hamilto, said that the Congressional group
“tried to get the Arabs to focus on what consiituies
normalization of relations” with Israel. "I think
Arab leaders are just beginning to become forth=
coming, " he said. He suld they did not like the

concept of a trdde~off. "Although they all jnsis=
of Israel. from the occyj
"as you talk with them you get the im
Hamil

rerrltorles,

-ton said.
He said the "Arab leaders would be dlsoppom-

“ed from his.plane..

“ Carter hosts working dinner.at White House. . .-

drews Air. Force Base at 2:25p;m. today aboard a: :*
i ane; that brdugh! him from New -

o Begm made a bnef sra?emenf when he. Ollghf-
‘na reference/dh:s meetinks .

wufh Presldent Carter. whnch start fomorrow, he /"

] ‘the
States of Amern:a and  the Sfc’e of |srce| arid that

‘progress will be made-toward real peace'in the
- Middle East." The. Israeli Premier.was greeted ot
the airport by Secretary of ‘State Cyrus Vdhce and..

other senior U.S. officials.””

Begin's schedule for the next 'hree days,
released by. the State Depurrmenf, isti o : i
‘e TUESDAY~-10:30 aim. = Arrives at Whne i

“House.  Begin will be greeted br President and
Mrs,  Carter, Vice President.Walt
retary of State Cytus Vance, Undersecretary of:

er Mondale, Sec-

State for Near Eastern Affdirs: Alfred L. Atherton
. ‘Ambassador-to-lsrael; Samuel Lewis.
|| :00 a.m.’ ~First. Ccrfer—Begm meetirg; 1:00
- Working luncheon at State’Department, ol
hosted by Vance; 4:15p.m. = Meeting with De-'-
fense Secretary Harold Brown at Blair House; 5:15
p.m. = Meeting with Treasury Secretasy S. Michael
Blumenthel at Blair House;-7:30.p,m." - President

“WEDNESDAY--8:30.a.m. = Breakfast with
National Security Advisor-Zbigniew Brzezinski at
Blair House; 10:00 a.m.,~ Second Curter—Begm :
meeting. ot White House; Noon =Luncheon'in
Begin's honor hosted by :House International Affairs
Commmee at the-Rayburn Office Buildings 3:00
p.m. = Begin will hold:press conference in the .
Execunve Offlce Building; 4:00 p.m. = Senate
Forengn Relafions Committee will host coffee meef-
ing-at the Capitol. '

5:00-6:30 p:m. - Israeli Ambassador 5|mchu
Dinitz will host reception for Begm at ‘the Shore-
ham=-Americana Hotel; 8:30 p.m, - Dinitz will’
host a black tie dmner for Begin at the National
Portrait Gallery
: THURSDAY—-B 30 a.m. - Breakfast meeimg
with members of the Serate at Blair House; 9:30
a.m. ~ Meeting ot Blair House with members of
Congress; 3:45 p.m, - Meeting with AFL-CIO pres-
ident George Meany ot AFL-CIO headquarters;

5:30 p.m, - Departure ceremonies at the Washing-
ton MonUment,.5 40 p.m, ~ Begin leoves Andrews -

" Air Force Base in a Presidential plune

IMPACT OF THE WOMEN'S MO\QMENT -
ON THE JEWISH COMMUNITY

ted" viith any resumption of step-by-step d
without the fixed goal of complere Israeli with-
drawal. He said "The Arab leaders have great con-
fidence in !he ability of the'U.S. to pull off'a set-
tlement" but " any. settlement is going to come hard
and tome slow."7 .

. Hami'ton stressed the mpor'unce of rqconven-
ing the Geneva conference. He wurned that if that
:is niot done this year there will be “a loss of U.S,
credibility” in ¢ e, Arab world "that would have a

' - He.also
said he agreed with the positiond of previous ad-'
ministrations that the U.S. should facilitate a Mid-
east agreement but not impose a solunon He said
-the U.S. should say to lsrael we are “sincerely
interested" in‘its vmb.lny and are prepared to give

" Israel security ossurances in return for whlch "we
“hope for Israeli flexibility." N

BEGIN S SCHEDULE IN WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON July 18 (JTA)-~lsraeli Prcm-
ier Menachem Begln dmved at Wmhlng'an s An-
\ . . .

NEW YORK July 18 (JTA)--The women's .
movement Eresems both religious and secular chal- -
lenges to the Jewish community, according to ~

-Leona Chanin, president of the American-Jewish

Congress national women's division. Speaking at
the 13th annual Ametjcan~lsrael Dialogue entiffed

- "The 'ndw-dual Under Amencan, Israeli-and Hal-
~achic Low, "
‘weeks ago, Mrs, Chanin said she believed the

* which was held in Jerusalem two

women’'s movement will. serve to strengthen organ=
ized Jewish life. .

" American Jewish women are seekmg new
interpretations of Halacha that will give recognit-.
ion to women's new role in society,” said Mrs.
Chanin. ‘But law alone cannot end social discrim~
lnohon ‘against women, she observed, odd

“only o s'mng women's movement can do thi
The women's movement in the United States must
serve as an example for Israeli women, Mrs.Chan-
m said. - She culled the struggle for women's rights

lhe great .aut f luu\ of dur doy,"
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" STR ZELMAN COWEN,, LEADING MEMBER OF
- -AUSTRALIATS JEWISH COMM

*demic;’ lowyer and g leading member. of ‘the' Jewish -

s

" don and Canberra by Queen Elizabeth on: the advicel

; Uhlversny of Queensland Brisbane, ‘a former. Dean
- of Law at the University. of Melbourne, and'has

.Head of State. Sir'Zelman is Qhe second Jew, after

- General'is the, Queen"s'?epresemuhve whose duhes

. figure of great controversy during a canshluhonal

" Fraser.to office.  Bitter public debate and wide-

_ than that normally associated with the figureheud

“returned from.a brief trip 1o Israel several days ago,

C

NITY, TOBE -~
COUNTRY'S: NEXT GOVERN D !—GENERA
By Sam Lipski . -

MELBOURNE,: July I8 (JTA

n erﬁmem aca-

‘community, Sit. Zelman Cowen; ‘was appointed last
Thursduy as usfrahn 'S e} Governor-Generol Thel
was |mu|tuneous|y in.Lon-

of -Australia's Prime| _Minister,: Malcolm Fraser.”
Sir Zelman; 57 s ‘Vice=Chancellor of the -

taught ot-Harvard and Oxford Umversmes. He re~
places Sir John Kerr whose surprise fesignation was.
announcediThursday after: serving-only three years
of the designated fiv year. term allotted to-the "«

t-fsaac Isaacs in the thirties, to hold the office.
Slr Zelmun was Sir lsaac's biographer.

InAustralia, as in Cunadﬂ and ofher: domlmons :

of the British C

Ith, the G or
as Head of State- are both constitutional ‘and cere-'
monial. Alfhough traditionally. the position has *
been limited inits powers, Sir John Kerr Hecqme a:
deadlock over appropriations in 1975, <

He dismissed the then Labor Prime Minister, . |
Gough Whitlam, frém office, appointed the Liber-
al Party's Malcolm Fraser as caretaker Prime Minis=
ter and called-a national election which brought

spread demonstrations’ fallowed the: decision. --Con="
stitutional lawyers remain divided on whether Sir
John went beyond.the prestribed powers assigned
to the Governor=General .

It is against this background that-Sir Zelman's
appointrient takes on a sugnlflcance much greater

role.
Brilliant. Academic Career

Born in-Melbourne; Sir Zelman wos a teenage
prodigy who had a brilliant academic ‘career at the
University of Melbourne which has never been
equalled. He was apointed to the facully as a pro-
fessor of political philosophy ot the age of 19,
served in the Navy during World War II, went to
Oxford as a.Rhodes Scholar,: and become Dean of - |
Law at the University of Melbourne ‘at the age of 31
He has pubhshed widely in public and constitutiogall
law. Active in the Jewish community, Sir Zelman
has served on the Board of Governors of Ihe Hebrew
University in Jerusalem.

REPORT BEGIN PROMISES SEPHARDIC GROUP B
HE WILL ELIMINATE SOCIAL INEQUITHES -

NEW YORK, July 18 (JTA)--L»hune Levy Winn,
president of the Amenccn Sephoardi Federation, who

revealed that Premier Menachem Begin assured
Amencun and world Sephardi leaders with whom, he
met in Jerusalem that he intends "to live up to my -
campaign. platform ond take every necessary step to
eliminate the social and cultural inequities which .’
affect so many lsraelj cmzens--especw"y of Seph-
ardi and Qrientql origins.”

- At the meeting, a three-point-program was
submnled to Begin by a delegation consisting of
World Sephardi Federation Prasident Nessim D.'
Gaon of Geneva, Mrs. Winn, Stephen Shalom.of-
Neéw. Yaik;, -Raymond Mallel of Los Angeles, Albert

Be“nomr of Fronce, MK Shlomo Hillel of lsmel and

v
oo
1.

delegal'es from l.aU\ Amerrca ;
The progmm called“for: the' ‘convening of an

| international Prime Minister's' conference on Jew- :

ish sol ldonfy,for lhe ellmlnohon of rhe'socu;l ?up,
on onall
of the Jewnﬁ Agency, theyWorld Zionist Orgamza-
tion ‘and the  lsraeli' government; ‘and the develop-
‘ment: of emergency methods for solving the social
“gap through: the establishment of a special depart-
ment or supermmlsfry which would deal excluslve-
| ly with this issue; -
According to Mrs, Wmn
+in an obvious display of emotion, ‘accepted the pro-
Pposal and promiséd 'to eliminate within. four years
the intolerable housing conditions in which 60,000
Sephairdi families now live.'". She said Begin then

y ears .and ‘doors ore olwuys open for full
Tus

who had been in Jer-
“usalem as delegotes to_the Jewnsh Agency Assem-
bly, were unanimous in their opinion that Begm
was sincere. -"The world Sephardi: community gen-
erally,<and the American Sephardl Federation,
especially, " said Mrs, Winn, "are absolutely éon—
vinced of Mr. Begin's sincerity and will be waich—
ing closely fo monitor the social | progress: fhuf wull
be shmu|o : I's new government." *

5:COPS INJURED N BNEL BRAK VIOLENCE
By Ynzhak Shorgll ;

TEL, AVIV; July. I8—(JTA)-—F|ve pohcemen o
| were mwred b{ bottle=hurling religious zealots ./ %
e

‘as Sabbath violence erupted for the third consecu-’
tive week in the Orfhodox township of Bnei Brak
north of Tel Aviv.. :Two of the ‘policemen required
— hospitalization. ‘No’ cnvnhons were hurt bul’ 13

. ‘were arrested., .

The: disorddrs begun shorﬂy dfter sundown Fn-
day and conhnued ln?ermmenﬂy fhrough the mght)
and-all day’ ding into o t of -
bottle and’ rock ﬂnruwmg by Orthodox elements 4
.when the Sabbofh ended. . The: i issue, as on “the
previous was the
Street, a major traffic artery which pusses through
non-Orthodox and Orthodox neighborhoods.

An agreement appeared to have been reoched

two, weeks ago between the Orthodox and non-
Orthodox communities to permit local traffic on .
the thoroughfare during the Sabbath. But pohce
who opened the bartiers:to cars belonging to' resi~
dents or their visiting friagtds or relatives, were
assaulted by Orthodox youths,’ -
. -Police, trying to keep the crowds in check .
were shoved, punched and hit by stones. The Jav-
orite missile was bottles thrown from windows.
Lost week, the trouble in Bnei.Brok was sparked

non-Orthodox youths from outside the area.
TK.; week, the Orthodox were the aggressors.
Some " Pst-flghrs broke out with non~Orthodox Jews
but the main target was the police. They were
called "Nazi" by the Sabbath observérs who
.claimed the police acted provocatively,:

Police chief Moshe Tiomkin said he was ap~'
alled: -"We come hére'fo pratect people and we
ecome the victims of fhe situation," he said as

he left the street in dlsgust late last mghr

TEL AVIV (JTA)-—The first load of vegetobles
from Christian villages in southern.Lebanon has '
reached lsraeli markets by way of the open fence.
The:Lebanese farmers expect to sell some 5000 :
tons of fruits and vegetables to Israel. They will <
' be'poid aprice similar to that Puid Israeli farm=
“ers for 'he same produce.

B
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vels

The Prlme Mmlsfer, :
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Menachein'Begin continued to maintain

“'to present to President Carter fom

“nesday:. 'But in'meeting. here yesferday with:Jewish ";,»,mg the Equal. Rnghls Amendment and. libéralized '

".-aboftion laws adopted bythe New York State -

- -of meetings with Jewish communal and religious

-

- ment,  Begin said, was unammously opprqved by. the
“Israeli government.

. postpone Vance's teip for obou' two weeks in order [

-after presenting them to’ Carter.. -

_berg, national

.appeared "more’ than satisfied with his approach, |

‘Council of Torah Sages, and other: leaders of the

“lyn where he.met with Rabbi Menachem:Schneerson.

. Hotel, hosted by UN ‘Ambassador Chaim Herzog,

‘I8 (JTA)--lsraeh Prer;'nern 1‘/

enuble the: Israeli
visitin view of |
“‘the Begln-Cmfer tqlks. :

"AGUDAH WOMEN BLAST =
. STATE WOMEN'S. CONFERENCE

ght=
lipped silence on the Middle. East plans:
w and Wed- -

leaders the. Premier said he would make these plans

public Wednesday at a press conference i’

Begin, who arrived here Friddy for a weekend

leaders, was under. heavy security protection af the
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel where he and his wife were
staying.  Jewishleaders: who met with Begin at his
hofel sulfe—far ot least two hours included Rabki
A of the Conf

of Presidents of’ Mu|or American Jewish Organiza=’
tions and president of the Union of American Heb-
rew Congregations; Max Fisher,’ chairman’of the
Jewish Agenc Board of Governors;  Frank: Lauten=

{preﬂdenf of the United Jewish Ap~
peal; and some 25-other Jewish leaders.

Begin reportedly presenfed these leaders wuth

what Schindler called " of
his views. Schmdler ulso said that those present

with the reasonable manner with lCh he gx=
pressed himself and with his strength,"
-The Premier also met with some 30 Amencqn ;

“Jewish businessmen ata luncheon'in his svite which |.
..o Begin aide said was sponsored by the UJA.

It was
reported later.that a renewed drive for encouragmg
investment in Israel was discussed.

Tumultuous Ovations. For Begin

‘Travelling under tight security, Begm recelfled
tumultuous welcomes on the .Lower East Side where
he met with Rabbi Moshe ‘Feinstein, chairman of the

Council in ‘the rabbi's apartment and at the world
headquarters of the Lubavitch movement in Brook-
Some 1000 Jews.applaudéd-Begin-on. his arrival ot
the Lubavitch headquaﬁers where | he ‘greeted the
throng with the words "shalom rav.

Begin described Schneerson as "a great master
and teacher" and said he wanted the rabbi's blessing
before going to. Washington to meet with Carter.
After his two-hour meeting with Schneerson, Begin
said what had been discussed was confidential. He
added, however, " This ﬁme the Jewish community
is more united than ever. .

An estimated 1000 Jews also assembled on the
street when word spread qq.the Lower East Side that
Begin was at Feinstein's héme. Among the other
Council of Torah Suges members present weze Rabbi
Yaakov K y. Rabbi Yitzchok Hutner and
Rabbi Moshe Sherer, executive president of Agud-
dth,Israel of America. Durjng Iﬁe one-hour meet-
ing, the rabbis dlscussed wv'h Begm Ohe broad  range
of issues on Israel's d cnd gn ag
and Begin's mission in the U.'S:

At a dinner Friday night ot the: Wuldorf-Attonu

Begin said that during his talks in Washington with
Carter he will describe-his Midéast peace plan in

detail orally before presenting the President with a
short document outlining: the peace plan.” The docu-|

On the expected visit Yo Israel of Sacretary of
Stote Cysus Vance a few days affer Begin returns
from Washington, Begm said,he’ would ask Carter to.

NEW YORK July:i8 (JTA)--Resquhons back=

Women's Meeting which: took place July 8-10
Albany, was criticized by Mrs. Josephine-Rei
‘national co-chairwoman -of Agudah Women of .
‘America.  The Agudah:Women'leader also: cha ged
_that Orthodox women were purposely excluded
- because of their differing posmon on these key
issues offechng women, Mrs. Reichel pointed to
the meeting's holding its main sessions on Satur-
day as the best example:of the attempts of ‘the -
. conference to exclude women with different ideas.
- The Albany conference'is a prelude to. the -
Nanonal Women's: Conference which will take
" place fram Nov. 18~2l in Houston and is author=
:‘ized by a $5 million appropriation from Congress.
..Reichel - warned tﬁaf "without the participa~
tion of Orthodox ‘Jewish women, the conference
" “automatically spoke without the collective voice
of thousands: of women in New York State.™
Mrs. Rejchel continued, ' The process of elect-
ing delegates and forming posmons on the 1 major.
' issues affecting women is further in doubt when it -
did not represent the views of all the.women it ..
purports to represent, -One must wonder whether

"Orthodox Jewish: women aré not somehow pu:pose-

" ly-exclided from conference porticipation becayse
of their-differing views on such major-issues-as the
Equal Rights Amendment and abortion Ieglslnhon.

Basis -For Opposmon‘Ta ERA, Abortion 2

An Agudah Women position poper emphasnzed
its opposition’ to the ERA because it feels ‘that "
to the fon is neces—
sary when that doctrine already provides for equal -
treatment under the law for all citizens of our
great. land regordless of sex." The paper contin-

|~ ved: "In fact, there is every reason to believe

that the ERA would actually negate some of the
.protection women cunently have ur;g;pﬁ‘e law.’
It would further seem ludi for the "conf

to adopt a pro-ERA.position when in fact Néw
Yo|r|k State voters rejected that amendment at the
polls.”

On the issueof oborhon, Ohe position paper
noted that “the liberalization of abortion laws
“violates some of-the basic'moral and religious
.pnncnples of the value of life itself. The sanc-
tity of life, which begins with conception, is by
far'a more important issue than the convemen!
benefits of such relaxed laws."

Agudah Women of America i¥ a nononnl or-
gonization affiliated with the worldwide move~
ment.of Agudath Israel and is also part of the
Agudorh Israel of Amenco. .

GENEVA (JTA)-—The United States govern-
ment has donated an additional $22 million to the >
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Pol—
estinian Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA).

. This is in ‘oddition to the $26.7 million which the
U.S. has already contributed to the ugency for
977. Despite this, UNRWA's deficit is still -
$17.6 million on an annuul budget of $135 million..

JERUSALEM (JTA)--The Cabinp' hos approvéd

el, -

the eppom'mem of Shmuel Katz' aj the Prime Min-

- ister's pdvuser on informohon abroad. | R



