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 KATZIR ASKS RABIN'TO: FOR‘M :
" .CARETAKER GOVERNMENT WHICH WIT.L
GOVERN ISRAEL UNTIL'MAY ELECTIONS' -

4 JERUSALEM Jan. 4 (JTA)—-President Eph-
raim Katzir'met with: Premier Yitzhak Rabin for
less:than ‘an hour: Q.hls ‘morning and asked him to.
form a.caretakéf government to govern Israel
until elections’ next May:.: The requut was little:

~ more than a-formality.’ The Knesset is expected.]
to officially approve an early election date and.:
vote to dissolve itself Iong before exph'ation of
~ the 21-day period within which Rabin must select’
:* @new Cabinet.” ¥nder the law, the existing gov-
* ernment automatically becomes the caretaker:
- regime once the Knesset is dissolved. "
Following thé meeting at the President’s res‘
idence, Katzir said he had acted:according to the
1aw ‘which: requi-;ed him' to'consult with-represen-~

~—=.} tatives: of all Knesset‘ factions on the formation of| "

‘a new-governinen after the Rabin.government
resigned last month,  Ji€ said.that “after congul~
tatlons" ‘he had dect to askM‘K Rabin toTorm
w government, e e
. abin: thenked Ks.tzir and: said he would try to
. assemble a government that would:win the confi-
‘ denceﬁf%n?um
‘that ‘all factions support the dissolution of the -
" present Knesset and early’ électiotig. " Several
bills to that efféct are under consideration hy 4
Knesset’s committee on law and- constitution
the adoption of one or more.is virtually ce:
The Knesset-is expected to select’ May 17:a8 -
election day.~ That date has been agreed '‘to by
‘the Labor Ahgnment and Likud, the two largest

-

partles e
'S D usnm I 1 Li‘:’s‘
" By Yitzhak Shargil R

. TEL-AVIV, Jan, 4 (JTA)--Funeral servtces wf

. will 'be held here tomorrow for Avraham -Ofer
who commpitted suicide yesterday. ‘Ofer, who was
~ . Shaul cemetery with the full honors accorded a
" Cabinet member. ' His body-will lie in state at
the Tel Aviv Municipalty: build!ng beiore the
. funeral procession, i\

Ashkenazic Chief Rabbi Shlomo Goren swept
aside halachic problems affecting a sulcide
decreed that Ofer’s- remalns could be interred in
the: ry gr According to r
“law,-persons who take their own lives. must; bep
~.buried in an isolated: grave, but Goren found ex-
ceptions in rabbinical rulings of the past.

... Ofers death stunned official circles. in Jerus- |-
__alem and caused Premier ¥itzhak Rabin to defer
a meeting with President Ephratm Katzir last
. . . “night after hearing the news. - Katzir postponed

till today to ask Rabin to form a new government
" toact as-a caretaker. reglme uxml elections . °
this May, . -

Rabin and his’ wl!e were among the long pro~ '

* ceasion of government officials, friends and as-'
sociates of Ofer who visited his Tel Aviv flat last

night to offer condolences to his widow and child-|"

ren, Othera,included Defense Minister Shimion.
Peres and Finance Minister Yehoshua Rabinowitz|

|~ TheIsraeli press, alwaxé tenacmus in its.

—ﬁecaunt—ef-Last-Hou:s——

Minister of Housing, will be buried atthe Kiryat |-

Ofer had been the target of accusntlons that he..

engaged in megaL actlvlties whﬂe presld tof -
- the- Histadrut housing company, Shikun' Ovdim;
before he joined the Rabin’ Cabmeﬂn 197
- None-of the allegatlons ag proven, but a-
Cpolice investigation reportedly was'in progress.
. Ofer‘left a suicide note declaring his'innocence -
f'oi any wrmg-damg His final ' words were- ) SR
'\ have no'doubt-that my innocencé will be prov-
. en,...But 1 cannot wait for that day. I can i
bear:no more:*’ ;
“Only+a few days ago he had conﬁded to a
riem} that: most of his friends and associa
“‘were avoiding him since the alegations were '
.‘published in the press. He also said the slow
pace-of the Investigation, whi,ch he was:sure “:
would clear his name, gave‘him a feelmg uf
'helplessness i A

—Press:Blamed- _For--ngedy.,

- Last night many of the persons who Ofer said * o

: had shunned him were seen entering h upart-
_ment'to offer condolences.  Newsmen werebarred. 3
One reporter whotried to enter the"apamment TR
was forcibly ejected amid. shouts of "You 5
journalists killed him.?! iy

@

. pursuit of scandal in high places, devoted cqa-
siderable space in recent weeka to,the allega-
tions agamst Ofer, " This.cauged Rabin ta're-
.. mark, at a Bank of Israel meeting only a few
hours before ferfs sujcxde yesterday, thatin .
-unless: otherwise pro en.;

~And’ Forelgn Minister igal Allon; in a:speech |
to Haifa Technion students at about the same’
“time, declared:that, “with:all due respect to the .
press, we shall not let it be the' Judge 99000

a

According to'police accounts; Oier ;hot him+

self at"about 6 p.m. local time yesterday with'a

.22 caliber pistol: His body was found sl\unped

. in‘the seat of his Volvo car parked near a lone= -
ly st:etch of beach north of Tel Aviv by a pass< :
erby who police‘ Fish on the
‘beach did not hear the shot, apparently because
it was drowned. out by the noise-of wlnd./rain Ee
‘and-heavy breakers, - .

Ofer left Jerusaletn at-about 10 a.m«uwﬂ
‘dayafter cuncemng his appointments which in.
cluded a'meeting with the Austrian ambassador.
His driver took him to:Tel Aviv early inthe
"afternoon where he was interviewed op-the Army
Radio Station, Gulei Zahal, He spent some tlme
““.at his' home and.then had his driver:take him some

'~ distance north-of Tel Aviv. He dismissed the
.driver with ingtructions to wat for a-telephorie
‘call,. After that, police emld, Ofer drove to the
tsolated beach; closed all the windows of hls '
‘car and shot himself in'the head i N

“BRITAIN RELEASES SECRET DOCUMENTS
\ "RELATING TO PALESTINE 30 YEARS AGO

LONDON, Jan“4+JTA)==The British govem-
.ment has released hitherto secret documents "
related to the Palestine sftuation 30 years ago,
‘including Cabinet papers of the Labor govern«
ment headed by Prime Minister Clement Attlee.
They show that-the Attlee government made .

i




,.m\ Dauy News-Bulletln B

X, gtrenuous _efforts: to.avoid antagonlznng the'.
Arab states: in face of strong Jewish pressure
for immigration and-independence in Palesﬂne
At the same time, Attlee himself sought to Te
,tain’the good will and cooperati n qg' mo&erate
_Zionist leaders. 4
A 1 of doct € ts not. d lasfweek-
end. among them records: of - ‘Cabinet delibera~ -
tions; have Been withheld on grounds: that they —
- are still toa sensitive‘for publlcatxon These
are said to i de Cabiriet di 5 -of a pro-|
z posgl 10 a) rest ships at sea. carrylng illegal Jew-
“igh: 1mmigrants to Palestine ‘They -will: not be
made publi¢ for another 20 years, . ;- <
= T TWO former’members of the Attl g’overn- g
,q;ent ‘Lord Shinwell, who was Mtnister of Fuel in|
1946, and’Christopher Mayhew, who. was ‘Parlia=""|
- mentary Secrefary, of the Foreign Office headed
by Foreign Secretary Eraest Bevin,. differed yes~
<terday over the.reasons ihy-some of the Ca Cabinet |-
papers were not released after expiratlon of | the
mandated 30-year period covering-classified
““~docients; ~Shinwell said this was probably in
_“order to protect the reputatlon of tne late Mr.
—Bevin agalnst :cevelatlons tha
he had:acted ina crlmlnal fashion
to Pslestine. ~ . ‘
* ... But:Mayhew, long a supporter of the Arab
. “cause and now.a ' member of the Liberal Party,
did not: ink the suppreesed papers would“now—
any. evldence against Bevin. He claimed they. -
“were withheld “becauge’ they revealed th unusuxl
orms-of pressur e—iael-mung_assas
threats, which Zionists used at | e against
British mxmsters. including Mr. Bevin and my=-
_self,”” He said that at Teast one persom believid
-Tesponsible for the pressure now-holds a high:
~- *’position in IsTael and the government wants to - -}
- avoid offending Israel or its supporters in Britain,|
" Lord Shinwell said 6n a radio interview that
_-when the full documents are released “people will
be startled because they are 4.bit distasteful; a .
bit distressful,’’

Some Iiﬂ’emf‘

~The papers made publlc’t rd the, etfects of
* the dynamiting of the King Da) Hotel-in J erusa-

espectV

1

“ a'fime bomh, concealed in'a parcel, was'de~
fusqd before it éxploded. - Otffer Palestinfans

5 blow-n up-in his'car, and Basﬂ Kuhaisn‘
3 shot to death ina street,

mm

PoIice said Saleh was Euméd dawn while he
was closing the shutters.of the:book store. He
was thé fourth Paléstinian extremist killed in - .

“Paris s,lneg 1972 when the PLO's tepresentatwe

in France; Mahmoud Hamshar\. died 'whena’.,
+ 'booby-trapped telephone exploded in his home; ;
Saleh temporarﬂy took over Hamshari’s duties’

i

. until the appointment of Ezzedine Kalak, maga< .
- ger of the PLO tniormntion and liaison oﬂlce Ak

“here;

Kalak him ed. death when

elf narrowly

b here in recent years were A]gerian~born
ed. Boudia, an El Fatah militant who was
who was

RECQRD TOTAL OF: $31I'M: PRODUCED IN 5
976 B'ﬁ ISRAEL BOND:O! GANIZATLON
YORK, Jan, 4 (FTA)==A record-bre .
ing total of $311 million in cash, the largest fig-
.urein its’ 'ufstory“mth :the exceptidh of the Yom -
: Kippur War year of 1973, Wae produced by the: -
IsraelBopd Organization in 1976 to help fimance .
“Israel’s ic-devel program,.it was:-
announced today by Michael Arnon. presidént of g
_ the Israel Bond Organization.” - o
" ‘'The 1976 result éxceeded-by 12 percent the i
8277 Tillion. realized in 1975 by the organiza~'."
tion in the United States, Canadsd, Western:
“ope; and other’ parts of the free world, ¢ Since’
1951, whén'the State of Israel floated its first-

urs

Umted:Siates-&he—lsrangm
Organization has'channeled a total of more than..
$3.5 billion'into the- Development Budget: for the

" expansion of ‘industry and the development of

every. other hhase of I
said.

In analyzing last year’s results, he Sald that
¢fwhile the Jewish commuBities have been the
backbone of our program, registering a’ cona

el’s economy, Arnon

: stantly rising degree of intensive activity yﬁar

after year in the purchase and sale of Ierael
o 76-witnessed-an-unusual increa

pnrticipatlon of banks, labor unions and the gens

eral business community which helped to put our .

lemin 1946 which took the lives of 9) pers;
British, Arabs and Jews, ' The blast, attributed to,
* the underground Irgun, aimed at the British, Man~
datory government offices thgn located in & wing
of the hotel. It precipitated two frantic Cabinet
meeﬂngs in London where proposals made in~’
_cluded levying a half million-Pound Sterllng ﬂne

on the entire Jewish n-P:

T at{ally over the $300 maillion
¥ “Banks and othet lnemuﬁonnl investors
acddinted for ‘at least a, quarter of the tota] -
receipts last year, ;.
“The substantial increase in the {nvolvement”
of banks and other {nstitutfonal nvestora in the o
Israel Bond program,’” Arnon'continued, *r

ity -
dis- "
armlng ail Jews, ’
~"However, Attlee counseled againsf extreme -
actlon and won the.Cabinet*s support for his view
.. that 1t would have totally alienated the moderate
. "Zionist leddership, the released documents - show

PLO ACCUSES ‘ZIONIST AGENTS’ OF
KILLING PALES’HMAN LITANT .

PARIS, Jan. 4 (JTA)--A pro—Palestlnlsn mili-
tant, shot to death by two unidentified gunmen in
the Latin Quarter last night, was identified as
Mahmoud Ould.Saleh, 38; fronj Mauritania. He
managed an'Arab book store and was a supporter
of the extremist Palestinian *‘rejection front,’* a
group that refuses any compromise with Israel,
The killers escaped, The Palestine Liberation
Organization today a d *Zionist agenta’* of
murderlng Saleh as part of *‘a huge plot to llquld-
) nle the Paleetlnhn xrevolution,**

' complete ban on Jewish lmmigrntitaj:yd

N

- potential for-continued growth in the future,’

‘. tional {

" this Morning, Its first order of busiriess was to

ts a yery signlﬂcant eéxpression of conﬂ-
dence in Israél’'s >"achiev and-its

He reported that Israel has-to date repaid $15 .
.billion in the rédemption of Isrdel Bonds. °
~ -Declaring that no time must be lost in meet~

ing Israel’s needs this year, Arnon announced

that the 1977 cnmpnlgn woiuld have {ts first na-

- Washington Jan, 9.

when"top comrmunlty lendera from- the U,8, and *
Canadg will'tonfer with Israel Ambassador’
.Stmcha Dinitz, . This meeting will be followed
- by the 1977 Prlme Minlster's Israel Bond Con=
ference in Jerusalem Jan,.25 to Feb. l

Wﬂw&iﬂ:
FOR LIKUD VlCTORY IN NEKT ELECTIONS

" TEL AVIV Jnn. 4 (.!TA)--The Herut conven«
Liton, whig! imd a festive ceremonial openlng in -
Jerusalem last-night, settled déwn to.work here

e







