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___ALIGNMENT, LIKUD AGREE ON MAY 17
KNESSET ELECTION; KNESSET TO
* WEDNESDAY TO DISCUSS NEW DATE

o JERUSALEM, Dec. 28 (JTA) =~ The goverm="
ing Labor Alignment and the Likud agreed last
night that the Knesset electinn would be May 17,
The Alig had originally pl d to intro-
duce a bill this week to hold ‘the elections May
31 and Likud had- recommended May 3. All bills
to terminate the current Knesset and to decide ~

- to hold the election earlier than November, 1977
will be discussed tomorrow in the Knesset.
President Ephraim Katzir coqtlnued meeting .
with leaders of various political parties,” He

- .met today with the Indepéndent Liberal Party

" and y : with the National Religious Party.

He will continue his consultaﬁons for Lhe next<

few days, e
Meanwhile, the Labor Party is lntensifying: !

efforts to keep Mapam from leaving the Align~

ment." ] is scheduled to make a decisi

| atits convention Jan, 31, Premier Yitzhak Lk

' Rabin is expected to meet soon with Meir

Talmi, Mapam’s secretary general, and discuss

the list of questions on policy that Mapam has -

presented the Labor Party. Mapam has' said it

. will demand straightforward answers on"Labor’s

- position; especially on the'future of the Weet "

Bank,

D —

X The Labor leadership is also engaged in the
struggle between Rabin and Defense Minister
. Shimon Peres-over who should be the party’s
candidate for Premier, Supporters of both men
are polling the 600 members of thé party center
who, if the election will take place May 17, will
have to make a decision soon. There have
been some suggestions that former Premier :

+ Golda Meir head tie Labor A"

} totally refute the assumption’’ of aschoolof -

‘He satd the NEA “did lt! best !o uphold the -
—British-pro-Arab-position and-to thwart the .
President’s intentions.*
_____Clifford's statemente came in & presen~ *
tation to a panel on “‘the Palestine Question  +
in American History’* sponsored jointly at *
the Shoreham Hotel her e by the Amerfcan
Historical Assoctation and the American Jewish
Historical Society, This extraordinary unfon
of the two organizations took place’only five
weeks after the State Department released its
| U:S,.foreign relations volume for 1948 r

- ingthe founding of Israel. A spokesman ?ﬂ or the .
two groups, Brpést Wittenberg, satd it was
Clifford’s “first public discussion in 28 years
of the struggle between the State Department-
‘and the White House over the recogulﬁon of
Israel.’” - [

Facts Refute Assumpﬂon 3
Clifford ‘alsc declared that *the facts {

revlsionlst hlstoﬂography which “‘argues that
Pr Truman’s P; policy wag
motlvated entirely.by purely political con~
“siderations of woding the Jewish electoral
-vote,’” . The revisionists argument “casts a

*;~dency, and portrays the birth of Is;
of the most seminal events of mods
as how illicit and ignobl
“in-his pre:pared atatement, for delivery tq the

- panel, -

- 4 had the privilege of serving as Wh(ta
Hoéuse counsel during this period and I 'was in
-a.position to observe the attitude of the Presis
dent and the Tole of the State Department!
| “toward the Middle East: I am gratified that

—list a8 a unifying force, Mrs, Meir is more:
popular now than when she was in office,

. 'CLIFFORD: BREAKS SILENCE ON U,S,
KTTITUDE TOWARD EARTITION PLAN
<awe BY Jose'ph Polakoff’ .
: WASHINGTON, Dec; 28 (JTA) - Elements .
" “hostile'toIsrael in the State Department kept
- ‘both'President Truman and his'Secretary of =~
.State, George C, Marshall, . ignorant of major ,
develupmenta in-their-‘sabotage’® of ] Prslldens
‘tial policy on Palestine’s partition in 1948,."
former Defense Secretary Clark Clifford said
today, - .
- Shattering a public silence of almost three
decades .on the internecine events of the period .
when he was Truman’s special counsel and Is=--
rael was born, Clifford said neither Trumas nor
Mar: were irformed of the dissents % the
State Department's own legal office
+ national security affairs diviston from the anti=’
Israet policy pursued in the Unjted Nations
and elsewhere by Department elements led by
Loy Henderson, then‘chief of

- my recollections of that period are cunﬁrmed
by documents now available,’’

During 1947 and 1948, Clifford said, *1
heard-President Truman express himself,
“-many times with reference to the Jewish prob-
lem. He had a deep, natural resentment
against intolerance of any kind.,.. The ef(o‘l‘i
of the revisionists to portray President Tru=
' man’s’ risklng the welfare of his country for -
cheap political advantage is bitterly resem.ed
by all of us ~who admired and respected him,’*

- Clifford *‘recalled’’ that Truman envisaged _
the recognition of Israel “as thelogical cul«
mination of his three years of pergonal diplos
macy and sheer human concern for a people
who had endured the torments of the damned
and whose instincts for suPvival and nation-
hood still refused to be’ exﬁnguished ”

Role Of State Depnrtment
 Referring to his claim that the Suwneptﬁ-

- ment 4d not serve Truman well, Clifford,

wbﬂl now:a Washington attorney, nm“m- ‘
. which {ncludés doouments that are not-
released 1948 volume

Enstern and”African Aftairs
“From the outset,” Cli

‘. animated by his deepeat hw

Ao ams uatics
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shroud of suspicion over the Truman Qrul- i

' Clifford wrote'




tition, was that the pnmﬁon mmhe sﬁspud
and tho Gmenl Auembly convene ln a lpecul
tof a kempo-a ;

_.rary tnlsteeablp over Palestine,
“The Zionists and thefr supporters, of.

course, were horrified,”” Cifford said.. “They

asked how the President could have a oned

Chaim Welizmann (soon to be israel's first
president)of contihued U.S, ‘support.’’- But,

. partition when 8nly the day before-he had assured| -

gency White House meeting *‘rejected'"
out-of hand Henderson's contention that

- 'partition was'dead. Instead, Truman told

= Clifford to prepare a statement that would
"seek o adapt the trusteeship.proposal to
““partition. *1 doubt that the statement satis-
fied either Jm or Arabe,” Clifford said;..
“In any case the Zionist leadérship ln Pales- -
tine categorically rejected any notion ox‘

Clifford. noted \“Hnry Truman had not aban~
doned support of partition,’”’ He said the enemies
of partition within the State Depsrtment believed
that by pushing the tr e they
could abort Israel’s birth:.

Jected by the lawyers in the office of State De=~
" ~partment legal advisor Ernest Gross and Gross’
opinfon was confirmed by a ‘group of UN
7~iCharter-experts who met at the State Depart=
ment five weeks before Austin’s speech, “This
.. caveat was fgnored,’’ by the Deputment'u NEA
group, Clifford declared, *‘and to my. k

Clifford said that *‘this ratlonnle" was re-w A1

ased by
Clifford ss nd that the State Depn‘rtment

continued to oppose partition, despite an

order by Lovett not to do so, He said that. ™ .
..on May 14 he and Lovett drafted a statement -

approved by Truman by which *the U.S,

became - the first nation to recognize Israel
. some 16 minutes after it came into existence.””

Clifford said: Lovett persuaded Marshall to

“‘alter his attitude despite the tmplacable
.opposition of the NEA to the very end.”” He
sald- '!‘rq;nan was “deeply lncensed at'what
he idered to be the:

_ was never passed on to the White Ho\ma.”
Another 1

Pr

d by Clifiord was
that the Department's Divlsion of International
Security ‘Affairs said in February 1948 that
several Arab states were ‘“‘conspiring and .
~executing a campaign of aggression againsi the

. Jewish community in Palestine’’ ‘and *there is

-no-basis atpresent for finding that the acts of -
the Palest{nian Jews constitute an * p

of
obstruction on the part-of the State Depart-
ment to his policy toward Palestine.  He was - .
angered even more at the innuendoes and ul- | .
timately the specific charge by the Depart~
“ ment that the only reason for the President!s>
. position was his effort to curry favor with
.-the Jewish vote in this coumry‘ "

RABBISAYS JEWS MUST LEARN TO

TALK TO THE SOVIET UNION TO - .-
TTAIN PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST -

to
- alfer by force.the settlement envisaged!, by the
. General Assembly.’’ -The division also said that .
--4¢Jewish immigration is illegal only because it :°
does not conform to the regulations of the b
-Mandatory power (Britain),’” .
This, dlvision Clifford continued, * then .~
N d the im fon of an arms em-\a
bargo ngainst certain Ardb states and the E
‘arming of a Jewigh militia in Palestine,’”” Clif="
ford said and it contended the U,S, could *ini~
tiate’” military, economi¢ and diplomatic mea~
sures at the UN to "facmmte the lmplementa-
tion‘of partition.’

This “view, Clifford noted “tike that of the
legal adyisor, was, to myf’knowledﬁ never presi.
sented to-Secretary- Marshall, let dlone'to the
White House, - Instead, Marshall was persuaded -
to argue the unworkability ‘of partition in his
_meet with the President, and to express
"this view as though apparently. it représented,

-~ the full consensus of the State Department®!

‘.Truman Had lefer&pt ConEeptlon

* Truman had a*c;mpletely different con-
mm%'“u! thé speech-Austinwas-tg make;-Clif«}
rd safd. “He said Austin-was to h'a!le ;lx%bposed
‘UN trusteeship only under three q\mlmcatlms.
which the UN Ambassador did not make in his
speech When Truman learned the next day that
* Marshall and Undersecretary Robert Lovett
“¥ihdd known in advance of the de facto reversal
of the Prestdent’s policy, he was “gimply cdn-
founded,’* Clifford said,

. %He felt he could .not 1, pudlate his own ’
Secretary of State withoutappearing to have lost |
all control of U.S, forelgn policy.. Yet-he: was

_entirely unwijling to reverse hxs long :

el

NEW YORK, Dec. 28 {(JTA) == Declaring <
_that *‘no peace is possible.in the Middle East °
‘Without the approval of Russia,’” Rabbi Stdn= =
Rabinowitz, president of the Rabbinical
Assembly, said that Israel #nd the Jews of
the world had “better learn how to talk to~
Rusgia if we want peace.’” The head of the
Conservative rabbing, interviewed after his
return Trom a visit to Israel, explained that
Rusgia may not be able to make peace in
le East, but it s able to disrupt
the Middle East, Only those who
ow to talk to Russia will bripg peace.’’
iReferrlng to the problems of szish emi-
gration from the Soviet Union and the treat
méfit accorded to the Jews living there, the
" rabbi of Washington’s Adas Israel Congrega~
tion emphasized: *“While it is understand-
able and justifiable for us to show our dis-
pleasure by demonstrating against Russian
policges. de,monstrntlons will not bring peace,’’
Rabinowitz, retuming from Israel after
con"ierﬂx? with many of its leaders, and ey
. lgraelfs | general, stated that the’ Iunell&_.,._a._..._
are ugulng nbgut the Russians, They argue =
among themselves, he said, as to why 80 many
emigrating Soviet Jews opt against going to =
Israel and whether phllmthroyic helpshould
be given to Ru Jews gomg h
He continued: -
*“The Russian Jews are leaving, but not all
are going to Israel, Too many ere d:
out in Vienna. The only people allowed to
leave Russia are Armenians, who come and .
go as they wish; Germans who arg allowed to
. x‘a]nin,ﬂ;glx' families in East Germnny, which

il

h

semmitmast o pariht UGG api Tramei

~declared at the timie that **Iley have nigde me
out’a liar and a double-crosse

lat: and Jowa who are.allewed to
- rajam theis families, Varying. percentages,.
- oftén reacning more than 50 percent of Russian:

A-week later, Clifford said

%rtuman at an

Jm. who obtain exit visas for Israel choose







