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ARAB D?TRUCTION OF RELIGIOUS
ARTICLES, INCLUDING SIFREI TORAHS,
AT MACHPELA CAVE IN HEBRON LEADS
TO CLASHES BETWEEN JEWS AND ARABS

By Gil Sedan and David Landau ,,

HEBRON, Oct. 5 (JTA)--The govarnmmt was
trying desperately today to cool inflamed pas-
sions that erupted over the Yom Kippur kend

ed the scene, Accordlng to Military Governs
ment sources, a Koran was found on the floor
though not damaged, Nevertheless, “the sight
qu‘ definitely provocative,’’ a military source
said, It was viewed by Mayor Fahed Kawassme . |
of Hebton, Sheikh Hilmi Al Muhatassib, head of
the Moslem Council in Jerusalem and Hassan
. Tahbub, director of the Waqf, the Moslem relig-

. in"a bitter clash between religious Jews and
" " Arabs in this West Bank town, site of shrines
- ‘sacred to both the Jewish and Moslem faiths,
The events touched off rioting in other West Bank|
towns and villages yesterday and today during
- which numerous Arabs were arrested and sev-
- eral wounded in skirmishes with Israeli troops
.and border police, (See separate story.)

They alsq resulted in a sharp polarization- ol
opinion among Israeli Jews with potentially far~
reaching political rep ) for the Rabin
govemmeut (See separate story) The Cabinet
15 scheduled to meet in special session tomop<”
row to ine the’ The Ki ywill
also convene, R

The violence was precipltated by the es:ruc-
tion of Jewish religious artifacts in the Mach~
pela Cave (Tomb of the Patriarchs) where Jews.
and Moslems are permitted to worshlp. but at

--separate times, A g to eye-witn the

{ous which s the legal owner of
- the cave.

The Jewish officers andt Moslem dignitaries
reportédly agreed on the need to calm tempers,
- The Moslem leaders, however, prepared a memo
condemning the act which was broadcast by radio
throughout the Arab world, Thus, according to
Jewish sources, some sort of sanction was given
_the Arab youths who-entered the cave the follow=

The Moslem leadership published a condem=
. nation of those acts yesterday, Muhatassib .
" expressed painful regret over the desecration of
Jewish articles 45 well as of the Koran, Kaw= .
_assme urged all pu&les to act with restraint, an
appeal echoed in the’ East Jerusalem Arab. >~
newapaper Al-Quds, . i
-Over 50 Arabs Detained "

cave was entered Sunday miprning by a, "ftenzied
mob’’ of about 200 Arab youths who left the Jew=
ish area fn shambles, ripping Sifrei Torahs and
prayerbooks and smashing and scattering the
furnishings. Those acts followed what local Ar-
abs charged was the déliberate desecration of
the Koran, the Moslem holy scriptures, by Jews

-from the nearBy_Orthodox townshlp of Kiryat
Arba. -

Jewish worshippers arrlving at the cave later
Sunday for prayers tp usher in Yom Kippur, were|
greeted by the scene of destr‘ucuon. According

vit they were_ d and then in~
turiated One eye-wltness reported that a fist~
fight developed between two Jews and several
Arabs inside the shrine when Jews discovered
that an altar cloth had been tqorn,

Atabs Charge Destruction Of Koran

; Soldlers intervéned to keep the clash from
sprending But tempers were already running
, high because of an incident the previous day when
Israeli soldiers prevented Kiryat Arba Jews from
conducting Sabbath services at the old Ohel Av-
~. raham synagogue a few yards from the Machpela
Qave.

- Their purpose was to avoid a Jewish-Arub '
confrontation such as have occurred frequently
in recent weeks., Jewish worshippers were.re-

moved bodily from the ajte in the presence of
Arab onlookers, Israeli troops feared the Arabs
might be teropted to join in hustling Jews away
and the Military Governor thereupon declared
/ the entire market area adjoining the shrines.
olosed to'all,
At about the same time, rumors spread 1ike
‘ wilidfire among Hebron Arabs that Jews had torn:
and Trampled the Koran in the Machpela Cave.

Israeli military‘sources said the .
Arab invasion of the cave and desecration oc-

reinforcements forcibly broke up the mob, Sixty
“ Arab youths were {njured in the melee, tour of
them requiring hospitalization,

Security sources reported today that more *
than 50 Arabs are being held in custody on sus~
picion of having participated in the desecration,
Many were said to have been apprehended {nside
the cave, A special police task force has been
set up to'investigate the incident with thé aim of .
bringing to trial those Arabs found ta have been -
directly involved.

Ritual Burial Due Tomorrow - [ —=

" ing morning to destroy Jewlsh religious artifacts.

But thegrelef and anger of Orthodox Jews was - i

curred too quickly to have been prevented. Police o

R A curfew has been ¢lamped on Hebron whlch
was still in effect today, The army Feplaced u\e
‘desecrated articles and permitted Kiryat Arba -
Jews to conduct Yom Kippur services at the cave,
Immediately following the holiday, plans were
made for the ritual burial of the mutiliated Sifrei -
Torah and prayer books which, according to Or-
thodox tradition must be mourned in the same
manner as a deceased person, Ashkenazic Chief
Rabbi $hlomo Goren visited the cave shortly af~
ter Yom Kippur to begin the delicate task of re-
trieving the remains. Sephardic Chief Rabbi
Ovadia Yosef was also at the scene. -
The army planned to conduct the burial at the
Jewish cemetery here today but the services

er. The Kiryat Arba Jews have protested the-mil-

(tary'e {nvolvement and demand that the ceremon-
- :;--,--h- ) Hg!mw avant .

pn, .. fears a new outbreak at the burial which te

expected 1o be attended by Orthodox Jews. from -

.all pum of Israel.

.« The Military (‘nvemr, Gen, David Hagoel, vislt-

were postponed at the last minute until tomorrow - .
when, {t {s hoped, tempers will be somewhat calm~ i

The army, on {ta. .
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HEBRON-EVENTS BRING INTO FOCUS - "~ °
.. SMOLDERING PROBLEMS ON WEST BANK = N
By David Landau RS

JERUSALEM, Oct, § (JTA)--The ugly evenis—|
in Hebron over the Yom Kippur weekend have
brought into sharp focus the long smoldering
problém of Jewish-Arab relations on the West
Bank, If anything, they have hardened opinions

“ish control of.the Machpela ( ‘where Jews...
and Moslems are permitted to worahipat differ-
ent times, - The Gush now-insist that the cave be
closed to Moslem worshippers until after the

~_should review the entire matter of dual prayer ~
rights.  °
Described As A *Real Pogrom’ = ¢ ..
Affairs Yitzhak Raphael

among those Israelis who believe the gov: t
'/ must be scrupulously even-handed and others whol
insist that Jewish rights are paramount and that
' the Arabs must be dealt-with harshly, in effect,
““taught a lesson,’” e |
The wide gap between ‘hawks’’ and *‘doves’’
Bas serious political ramifications, egpecially
- with national elections due to be held next year,
"The government has been walking a tightrope,
firmly putting down Arab rioting on the West Bank
while at the same time, restricting Jewish access
to towns like Hebron whiich contain shring
" Teligious-Jews and Moslems. | -
" The government’s hope.1a to-avoid violence.
between Jews and ATabs, Critics on both sides

have accused the Rabin administration of procras4 gr

... -tination. The *‘doves’’ are angered by the gdv-

" ernment’s reluctance to take action against the
militant'Gush- Emunim, whose base is the Ortho=-
dox township-of Kiryat Arba adjacent to Hebron’
and who have consistently defied government-or=
ders to-keep out of the'Arab town,

. The recent'inﬂuxe of the military authorities
- to enforce their arrest of Kiryat Arba’s leader
and prime agitator, Rabbi Moshe Lewinger, who

entered Hebron last week in direct violation of the|"

Military' Government’s orders, ‘is cited as a case
in point, The éontinued presence of Gush Emunim)|
" squatters at Kadum in the heart of Arab populated
~~-Samaria is another, The Cabinet decided last
May that the sq s would be r to an al-
ternative settlement site approved by the govern-
ment,” But so far, no attempt has been made to
‘ implement that edict. .

_ The Gush, supported by religious and nation-
alist elements, insist that the West Bank belongs .
to Israel by divine mandate and that Jews have thg
right to settle anywhere in that territory and, es~
pecially, to worship freely at Jewish shrines ' .
there, Although Kiryat Arba is a separate town-
ship, its r have been demanding the es~

. tablish t Jewish presence in

a
Arab Moslem Hebron, . N
They say they are merely reclaiming Jewish

property destroyed by Arab rioters in 1929 when
63 Hebron Jews were massacred and the rest .
driven out of the town. ‘ The most recent confron- |
tations between Kiryat Arba Jews and Hebron Ar- |
abs occurred when the former laid claim to the
ruing of the ancient Ohel Avrah y
razed by the Arabs 47 years ago. s

~ -The desecration of Jewish religlous artifacts

in the Machpela Cave on the eve of the Day of -
Atonement understandably enraged Jews all over

Israel, The damage dane by Arab vandals was
shown on television and in newspaper photographs|
While for many Jews their initial sense of wrath~

- ful indignation  gave way to more pensive bitter.:
ness, the Gush have seized on the episode to cas=
tigate the govarnmant for alleged ‘“‘appeasement!!
,oﬂhn Arabe and t6 demand “(ron-ﬂntad" meage
" ures against the latter, L " .
".They are pressing their demands for access

of the Natfonal Religious Party, visited the cave
after Yom Kippur. He described the desecration
as **a real pogrom.’ He said later on a radio .-
interviéw that if there had been Jewish acts of
“foolhardiness'" they didn’t compare to what he
called a deliberate, premeditated Arab attack
motivated by hatred. .
Liberal opinion was equally predictable,
“Doves’ linked the vandalism to **incitement’’
by Levinger and his followers. The independent °
newspaper Haaretz sharply criticized the govern~
ment today for “appeasement*!-of - Levinger 'and
I--his-followers.and accused the government of a
“flabby’! stance toward the militant Orthodox
oup, -

. !The Likud opposition bloc, which supports the
Gush, has called the Knesset into special session-
tomorrow to debate the Hebron violence. The -
Cabinet is scheduled to meet on the matter be~
fore the Knesset convenes, Defense Minister /..
Shimon Peres, who was at Hebron yesterday in an
unusually grim mood, met today with. Welfare Min-
ister Zevulun'Hammner of.the NRP's ‘‘young
guard.”” Hammer is close to the Gush-and to the
Kiryat.Arba residents, Peres apparently is trying
to enlist his support to cool tempers. .

Security sources said today that no changes -
were planned at present in the prayer procedures
at Hebron. ‘At any rate, changes would have to

" be decided on the Cabinet level, not by the
Military Government, T

(SPORADIQ VIOLENCE ON WEST BANK '

TEL AVIV, Oct. 5 (JTA)-~Sporadic'violence
continued on the ' West Bank today in the after~
math of the évents in Hebron; A curfew imposed
on Nablus yesterday was lifted this morning only

- to be followed by a new round of disturbanceés by
Arab students who poured out of their classrooms
to clash with border police, The latter fired tear
gas bombs, forcing a mob of some 200 young-

- sters’to retreat into the narrow alleys of the-old
“town,

" today where firemen were pccupied extinguishing
. blazing piles of rubber tires while dodging stones
hurled by.Arab youths. Trouble also broke out

anew in Jenin where the local notables said they
were powerless to restore/order as long as the.’
volatile situation remained in Hebron. A wave of

" d ations, tire-burning and road barri-

cades-also took place in Ramallah and fn the
Balata refugee camp near Nablus, )

- The events in'Hebron brought the major West
Bank towns to'a standstill Sunday. Schools and
shops were closed and youths ranged through
the streets stoning Israell soldiers.and hurling
rocks at any passing vehicle, Three Israeli driv~

|_ers were injured in Nablus, one of them serious~
1y. - The inciden b2 , ending
only after a curfew was imposed. At the Balata
veligoe iy, Tnraoii burder pulice fuamst thoiie

selves surrounded by hundreds of Areb youths
-who reportedly advanced on them with stones and
- iron bars, The police fired a number of shota, !

$o the Ohel Avraham synagogue and for total Jew=

Three Arab youths were wounded. .

| Succoth festival after. which, theé govertiment , - -

Stmilar demonstrations occurred in Tulkarem:
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TAX REFORM BILL SIGNED INTO LAW . brougm up the recent Soviet bid to the.parties in
- WASHINGTON,. Oct, § (JTA)2-President F the Mideast conflict calling for an early resump< .
hsc no ‘ ( ordp’ tion of the Geneva peace conference, No details.

on th

contained in the Tax Retom Bill he signed into
' .1aw yesterday. But the White House released a
~fact sheet defining the Administration’s aiew of
what constitutes boycott activity prohibited under].
the act experts of the Senate Banking Com~
mittee offered further cll.rmcstlon to the Jewish!
Telegraphic Agency.

Meanwhile, the 94th Congress adjoumed Sat~
urddy without acting on the Export Admlnistrs-
tion Act bill which ined strong
anti~boycott measures, The failure to act was
“attributed to successful parllamentary man-
‘euvers by tha Ford Administration and its allies
in the Senate.

.

" According to me White House fact sheet, “hoy o
of

as to the nature of the discussion on this issue
.- at the luncheon were pvailable. Tomorrow - . - - @
morning Allon will have a ‘“*working breakfast':
at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel with Secretuy of
State Henry A, Kissinger, i

UNESCO URGED TO STOP BEING POLITICAL
- By Edwin.Eytan :

PARIS, Oct. 5 (JTA)--Some 160 promlnent
scientists, writers and intellectuals from 25
countries called on UNESOO and other special-
ized int to stop the .
politization c oﬂhﬂr orgglzstlons and antf-Israel
discrimination.- This call'was addressed to such -
bodies as the World Health Organization, the In~
tional Labor Office and the United Nations

ter

cott discri on the
bss‘l.s,,gfjmtlonallty, religion or race in terms of
hiring or or direc
tors; 2) partlclpatlon ln a ‘secondsry'boycott' f.e.
a company agrees to refuse to do business with a|’
specified country; and 3) participation in a “ter~
tiary’ boycott. i.e., a company agrees to refuse
- ta.do bust with other 8"which do
. business with a specified country.’’
The Senate Banking Committee experts. told
. the JTA that the definition of a boycott activity is
. not intended to deny tax benefits where a country
prohibits bringing into such country goods pro- -
duced in any second country,. Nor, they said, doeg
it deny tax benefits where a 8 country prohibits the
-export of products obtained in such couritry w anyj
i specified second country. ~
¢+ Under these qunllflcstlans Saudi Arsbia, for
. example, could direct an American company not”
¢ to bring to it any Israel-made product or. to pro=-
vide Israel with Saudian oil, Furthermore, com=
panies can comply with the Arab boycott. without
) penalty if they are prepared to accept the loss of
tax benefits for that part of their operations in-
volved in'business with the boycotting country.
" Under the new tax bill, the Treasury Depart~
ment 18 not required to make public the reports

'Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNES sfter a one-day conference. .
the participants were Nobel Prize
winners such as Prof, Christian Anfinsen, Wer-
ner Forssmann, Andre Lwoff, and Carl Cori;
_labor leaders, including a vice-president of the
AFL—C!O, Albert Shanker, and writers and phil-
d

the UNESCO General Conference opens 10N
robi, Kenya, That conference will consider Is- ~
. rael's application to join the European Regional
Group. - Qbservers close to the international
symposium said they were hopeful Israel’s ap~
plication to rejoin UNESCO's work will be
successful. The sources said that several coun- _
tries previously uncertain of their vote, now in~
. tend to'support Israel’s admisston to the Euro- ’
pean Regional Group. i
Former Israeli Foreign Minlster Abba Eban
said: “IQrge the intellectual community to de-
clare its non-cooperation with-any organization
which violates its own titution by discrimin-
atjon, ' If the UN held a conference-on locust
plagues the participants would adopt a resolution
inst Zionism and leave the locusts intact.'

- of fes that so comply with the boyt at
the:cdst of certain-fa% benefits, -Under the Ex~
port Administration Act extension bill that died
with ad! t, the C ¢ Department—-—
would have been required to make public disclos=
-ures and companies failing to report boycott
compliance would have been subject to criminal
penalties, -

" ALLON MEETS WITH POBTUGAL'S FM
By Yitzhak Rabi B

- NEW YORK, Oct.'5 (JTA)-'-Israel's Foreign
Minister Yigal Allon met here today with Portu= .
* gal’s Foreign Minister Jofe Medeiros Ferreira

. and discussed with him the taking of further steps
towards the normalization of relations between L

" He added, V% urge the Arab statés to regsrd

the United Nations as the appropriate.area of - 2
struggle and to allow the humanitarian enter-
prises of the specialized sgencles to be carried
on, il
Elie Wiesel suggested a second, and real

UNESCO, true to'its original charter, be started,
He urged intellectuals the world ‘over to cooper-
ate with the new body he suggesteu be estab-
lished.. No other llowed his * |
suggestion, ;| - - !

- Prof, Rsymond Aron, French phtlosapher and
political writer, warned, ““We should not imag-
ine that the efforts to ip the UN !
will vanish by magic. -We must defend these or
gani inst the states which want to

the two countries;:Ferreira, it was r d, is
-scheduled tq.visit Israel in the near future for

©  talks witti Taraeli officials and to conduct n&gotia-
tions congerning exch knaw-.

msnipulste '.hem"’ e
TEL AVIV (JTA)--’I‘he Tel Aviv Zoo and the

of

how and agricultural Md bétweenlarael and.-

< Portugal. -The meeting between the'two forﬂ}p\
. ministers lasted 43 minutes. .

The situation ‘in-the Mideast was discussed to-
aay at sl luncheon givis UF 1eTack's T Ambassad
dor Chatm Herzog, hosting Allon, swretsry Gen-
- sral Kurt Waldheim, General A Pr

Shirley ‘A singhe of-Sri Lanka and
_ other top UN_officials. ‘ During the luncheon; which
was held at the UN dlniug room, the UN omch.ls

o

RS RN e

for the Pr of Cruelty to Animals
18 about to inherit millions of Israeli Pounds -

“from-the-estate of Avraham Litvinsky, whose
father was cns\oﬁ\l:e!:mders of Tel Aviv., Lit-
vinsky, who died recently-tn=Switzerland withou
any haira. laft all his money to the zoo aid the
_soclety. But hin brother, Chatm Lisvinsky, & isi
Aviv lawyer who was bequeathed only one Pound,
has challenged the will, claiming that his brother
was under paychiatric treatment at the time of his
—death and did%ot know what he was doing;
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' ‘THE WEST GERMAN ELECTIONS -
- BydJon Fedler and Tom Segev
BONN, Oct. 5 (JTA)--C!nncellur Helmut
" Schmidt’s re-election by a glim eight-seat major4
ity in the West German Parliament Sunday is ex-
pected to bring no change in Bonn's policies to- -
- ward Israel, Schmidt’s Social-Democratic Party
(SDP) and its coalition partner, the Free Demo~
cratic Party (FDP), headed by Foreéign Minister
“_-Hand Dietrich Genscher, won 252 seats, The

" opposition Christian D atic Union-Chris-
tian Socia] Union (CDU-(SU) ‘won 244 seata
Schmidt and G y to con-
tinue their alllmce.tor another four yurs
starting Dec. 14, -

Israeli and Jewish sources in Bonn had expec- .

ted no change in Mlddle East policy no matter

"BEHIND THE HEADLINES - R

from' the fact: that the Federal Republlc--tha
economic giant of Europe--is. its second bigy
supplier of goods and its third biggest cugtomer
after the United States and Britain. *A big ex- ..
port offensive is currently underway to cut back
Israel’s massive $550 million trading deficit
with Germany, and a treaty was signed recently
to promote mutual trade and investment. - )
Since the oil crisis of late 1973, Bonn has ad-
; hered more or less to the EEC line on the Mid-
dle East, namely calling for Israeli withdrawal
from the occupied territories (this was recently
“elaborated’’ to “‘all’’ the occupied territories) -
and blish t of a Pal state-in.re-
turn for rgcognmon of Israel’s right to eist in
secure borders. Observers considered it un-
liKely that a CDU-CSU- govemment would have
changed this.

pr of
dent of German politics sal cently: “Germany
“will-continue to follow more or-less-the same

lines of even-handed pollcy, no matter who wins

the electlon ”

a. policy of strong and unambiguous moral and
~-material support for Israel, based on the ack=
nowledged guilt of the Germ.ms for Nazl persecu-
tion of European Jewry.

" When Bonn formally recognized J erusalem in
1965, 10 Arab states broke off diplomatic rela<
tions in protest. :This led to a vacuum in the

- West Gerinan government’s Middle East policy,
'sinc® Bonn for its part refused to establish rela-
tions with any. country--Arab or other-~which had
diplomatic ties with East Germany,

The SDP-FDP coalition which came to power
in 1969 continued 6 upholdsthe ¢¢gpecial relation~
ship’’ established by Adenaier and the late David
Ben Gurion, but introduced the concept of “neu-
trality’’ towards Mideast issues as a whole, :

The Role Of Economics

Thére were strong economic motives for this
approach, East German promises of aid to the
“Arabs had not materialized, By contrast, Arab-
West German trade had expanded to the psint
where the Federal Republlc was the Arabs’ second

ATibs, like Israel, hoped Germany would use its
‘strong influence in the European Economic Com-
munity to press for preferential trade agreements
And with Germany's likely entry into the Unued
Nations, both sides saw benefits in g

 a long-time stu-.|..

o8t important trading partnér aftér France, The|

- would have been’ the real”

| .

Charges And Counter-Char,

elmut Kohl, who was th oppoaluon\s can=
didate for Chanuellor, is belleved to have no -
well-defi on M ‘matters, His
~ ‘designated Foreigx Minister, Prof, Karl Car~
stens, is considered a friend of Arab oilspro-

q4- “ducing: cmntﬂes. But CSU leader Franz-Josef e

“Strauss;- ‘who, as shadow=Financ Minister,
trong "In any
CDU-CSU government, has’ supported TIsrael.in .
* the past, B
One-interesting aspect of the recent bnter
‘campaign is that speakers for both parties fre-
quently accused each other of using National~ *
- Socialist propnganda tactics, of following Nazi
ideas or having ex-Nazis among their party
leadership.
- - Both Schmidt and Kohl r
the persecution and exterminntlon of the Jews
under Adolf Hitler in their speeches as part of
their efforts to present themselves as liberal,
tolerant men, *‘I feel that mentioning the Jewish
Holocaust gets me a very positive response,’’
the Chancellor told a correspondent for the
Israelf paper; ‘*Maariv."”
. tion the Auschwitz, Tr and
Maidanek death camps:in-order to point out the
moral burdens of our:time,’’ Kohl told the.. same
corrgspondent’ N

. JEWISH HISTORICAL MATERIAL INCLUDED .-
IN BICENTENNIAL TIME CAPSULE

WTLMINGTON Del., Oct. 5 (@TA)--A Bl-
1 time le which included mater-
ial related to Jewish history was buried on Sept.
30 in Wilmington Square, According to the Jew=
ish-Historical Society of Delaware, the capsule

Alk PPRREpY

relationships.
In spite of occasional setbacks-in German-
Israel relati 1ally after.the
of Israeli athletes at the Olympic Games in Mun-
" {ich in 1972--and in spite of a vast increase in
German-Arab trade in the past five years and .
German dépendence on Arab ofl imports, ties
with-Israel have perhaps never been better than
. they are today. Israell Foreign Minister Yigal
-Allon visited Germany' (including Berlin) five
times in the past 156 months and several German
and Israell Cabinet ministers and other delega
" ‘tions have exchanged visits, °
The flood of tel and d
- by the lsracli Embasay in Bonn after Isruels

.

d
tng Entebbe raid tesmlu to the deep public sym-

pathy for Israel,

Israeli dependence on Genmny results paruy
b O

'loplunell leadera. T

tained ““The History of the Jews in Delaware'’
by Rabbi M, David Geffen and the Jewish Histor-
ical Soctety’s publication “Jewish Delaware: -
History, Sites, Communal Services.!’ Arthur._ "
Krieger, chairman of the &vent, also enclosed a .
‘mezuzah in the hope that there would be peace
for the world in the next century. Krieger, ac~
cording to the Society, was the only Jew in the ...

. U.S, to be chairman of such an event dlu'lng the -

Bicentennial year.
-y
PARIS (JTA)--Frénch Soctalist xeader Frane

-cois Mitterand is due to pay.a three-day visit to

“Israel this month. ind, a:fopmar ocontends

or for the French Presidency and leader of the

' ‘opposition, is due to meet with Premier Yitzhak .

- Rabin, Foreign mniahr.l'jpl Allon and other




