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MISSION INCREDIBLE: ‘OPERATION OF REDEMPTION OF HOSTAGES'
" S Israel Celebrates Unprecedented Rescue Mission of Captives In Uggnda‘, Morale Tn lsraé U

i

4

RABIN: -A REMARKABLE MANIFESTATION
OF JEWISH FRKTERN“‘Y, ISRAELI VALOR:
(Combined JTA-Iéraelt Wire Service)

JERUSALEM, July 5 (JTA). -~ *“In a bold, re-~
sourceful and sophisticated effort,.the Israelt
Defense Forces have succeeded in carrying-out the/
decigion of the government of Israel to save and

_, liberate from captivity the passengers of the Air
France plane/ who were hijacked by Palestinian
terrorists and kept prlsoners in Uganda, with their
lives in.danger."’
.~ With these words Premier Yitzhak Rabin began
his address yesterday to a jubilant-and applauding
Knesset on what has been described here and "
~———abroad as. the most daring’and incredible rescue
mission-irt military higtory. " Rabin did nof give -
many details. of the opetation to the specially con~
* vened fon att; P Ephralg
. Katzir-and otherIsraeli notables.as well as%«.
Aforeign diplomats who crowded the v:sltors
_gallery,
“The Israeli Defense Forcea have achieved one
~of their most lary victories from.both the
human and the moraHnd-mnuawAgperatlonal
points of view, a remarkable manifestation of*
. Jewish fraternity and Israeli valor,’* Rabin de-
clared, Continuing, the Premier stated: ¢“Together
with the familfes who have lost their dear ones,
we mourn our dead, uniformed and civilians,
victims of the vile Arab terrorism, and send to
. the wonnded our hest wishes for their recovery

Worthy Of Pride

“Members of the Knesset, thls operat&on of
redemption of captives is worthy of Jewish and
Israeli pride and of worldwide acclaim, The deci~
gion for: this operation of redemption was taken by
the.governmentef Israel, and on its sole responsi=
bility. We did not consult with any other govern- -
ment in advance, nor shall we lay responsibmty
on‘any other country. or government,.,i

- 45In the hijacking of the Air France plane to
" Entebbe, all indications showed that thé Uganda
ruler (President Idi Amin) was collaborating with
the terrorists, while using deceit-and false pre-
. tenses, This was the situation on.the eve of July _
__1,71976:- The time of expiry of the ultimatum
Tgrew lncreaslngly closer,. The release of non=
Israeli host: (48 last Wednesday and 100 last
Thursday) more and more exposed-the. malicious
nspird inst Israeli citizens. "The political -
G-frut: - The-sand in the hourglags™-
“was.about.to.run. out, leavingno posslb\my for an
“independent rescue effort
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wm,lngness 1o, release detained tetrorlsts. Glose
upon the Cabinet's resolution (last Thursday), we

Highest Since Yom Kippur War; Western World Pays Tribute To Israel Daring, Opurage I

through the negotiations were conduct idf.h‘
the terrorists, we were prepared to adopt

" even this nllermmve =~ in default- of any other -«

- arid ‘means o foil-the terrori

to rescue our people.”

“Members of the Knesset, this was not a
timesaving tactic, and had only this choice
been left; we would have stood by our decls&on.
"as a last resort.: Throughout the entire time_
since the captur'e "of the plane, we sought ways

s sCherie by :
our own devices. "The I,D,F, and the intelli"
gence comminity lost not a single hour re-.

. :quired. for thinking, planning and preparntion

_mously.....-
. Achievement Of Great Value |

When the opportune moment arriyed, the plm
was submitted for the Cabinet’s consideration,
The Cabinet approved the operation unanf-

B

¢This rescue operatlon is an nchievemegt
“of great value in our struggle against terror=
ism, " This is Jsrael's.contrib ion to humanity's
struggle:against terrorism as an international -~
manifestation -< but it should not be viewed as
an epilogue., This achievement will help us

“in the continuation of our: efforts -~ but the

struggle {s not over, and new efforts, new . ..

" methods and unremitting. sophlsticnuon will'

be required. Terrorism will not find us ptatic,
nor adhering to routine,’’.

Rabin said there was no difference between
the government and the opposition on the rescue
operation'v"We ‘deemed it vital to act out of :
2 united national approach, unifying all sectlons
of the people,’’-he said, -He said in“every stage. -
of the negotiations and before decisions were-
made the goverrninent consulted with the Knesset
Defense and Foreign Affairs Committee and -
with Likud leaders Menachem Beigin and; Eli~
melech Rimalt, -

Rabin said they both endorsed the decision
last-Thursday to.negotiate and later th
slomstoruse force. ““The unity thus rev
Gf inestimable value- in-& time-of struggle and

" stress,” Rabin said after pralslng the'two Likud
" leaders. Beigin rose in the Knesset to praise

Rabin for his leadership and the army for its

“brilliant action, -The: Knesset adopted a resolu-

“Robin. called-on-the. [lni

tion pralslng the army. ' The sole dissenting .
voice came from the Rakah'Communist faction.
‘Ina statement-to- foreign newsmen lnter,
Nattons*Sto_realize
who the so~cailed PLO You canpot fight—

terrorism and at the same time give’ honor

nnd respect to terrori sts,’’ he said.
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accordlngly ln(ormed the French govetnment, .

~

HOW THE RESCUE TOOK PLACE 'f .
By Yitzhak Shargl -

TEL AVIV, July 5 (JTA) - Detai!s of the:
spectacular rescueof 102 hijack victims from

"
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JTA Dnl]y News Bulmm

.. thetr terrorist. captora nt_Emabbe‘Mrport tn
Uganda were urifolded at a press conference here
". yesterday by the officer who commanded t.he-opern-
tion, Brig. Gen. Dan Shomrén, =
Flanked by Defense Mintster Shimon Feres and
Lhief of Staff Gen., Mordechai Gur, the youngish
tough-looktng soldier wearing a pardtrooper’s
beret;’suid the fighting - to extricate the hostages.
- gers and crew bers of the Air
France air bus =~ was easier than the decigion by
the Cabinet to mount the rescue mission agninst
a target in a hostile country 2,500 miles distant

i}

i—Switzerland, France
‘Israel agreed on Thursday to negonate
for their release and asked the French govern-

ment to conduct the negotiations. The hijackers
set a deadline of 8 a,m, Sunday (Uganda time) .
at.which time they ‘threatened to kill the hos-
tages if their demands were not met.

F .. Peres told the press conference that it be~
came apparent that the negotiations were get-
ting nowhere and that the possibility existed
to rescue the hostagés. The -decision to carry

and with very little time for advance planning-——- out this action was taken'in view of the grave "

Addresslng the Kriesset earlier in the day, - |

- Premier Yitzhak Rabin officially confirmed that
three of the hostages and oneIsraeli army officer
had lost their lives in the rescue operation, Only |

_ two ofthe civilians were immediately identified.
- They were Ida Borowitz, 56, who was going to "
Paris to visit her son, and Jean Jacques Maimont,
19, en route to Paris to continue his studies. .
there, “'The third civilian succumbed to wounds at -
a Nairobi hospital,
... The officer killed in the Entebbe Alrport acnon

the United States and brought to Israel at age

. two, He was the commander of the strike force

..that freed the hostages. . Funeral sérvices will be
held tomorrow at the military cemetary.on Mt,
Herzl in Jérusalem. Rabin expressed-his grief
to the families of the victims and the Knesset

s Lt, Col. Jonathan Nethanyahu, 30, who was-bory

danger-to their lives, he said. He noted that
the operation was thé most daring one ever .

- undertaken by the Israeli army because of the
distance involved dnd the short time left for

' [planning. He said that to the best of his

knowledge, the Israeli rescue party did not re<
quest permission to land at Entebbe Airport,

N6 Details Disclostdt

No details.were disclosed as to-the number
of troops or planes used in the operation, . *
It was carried out with giant Ainerican-~built
Hercules transports. Some foreign press re-
ports said there was one Hercules.and two
Boeing 707 . military cargo jets.:

~* "Peres had high praise for the behavior of =

.the Air France flight.crew. He said they
treated the other hostages as their passengers

rose for one minute's silence, Ten ded per- |
sons were returned to Israel and transferred to
Tel Hashomer” ba: Hospital,

One’ Hostage ‘StillIn-Uganda

Oné*hostage, Mrs, Dora Bloch, 75 2 holder of
both a British and an Israeli passport, was left -
behind in-Uganda when the rest of the hostages
were freed because she had been taken éarlier to
a hospital in Kampala;™~Mrs, Bloch, an Israeli —-
‘resident, was travelling with her son.” He was
among those rescued. It is understood. that Israel
and Britain are working closely together to try.to
ensure her release from Uganda, She is reportedl;
now well enough to be moved from the hospital,

Shomron estimated that there were fewer thin
20 casualties among the Ugandan troops at the air~
port He confirmed reports by the returned hos-
tages that the Ugandans were actually helping the
hijackers to guard the hostages while. Ugandan
! President Idi Amin was posing in the'role of a
! neutral mediator, Shomron also disclosed that--—--
i . seven terrorists were killed. Only four terrorists
: actually participated in the hijack of the Air
- Frunce “air bus’? after it left Athens Airport
. June 27, Several more were apparently brought -
in with the consent of Ugandan authoritiek tore-
enforce the original hijackers.

Gur 8aid the Ugandang were guarding the
. entrance to the hangar where the hostages were

held, They had watch posts on the gallery that— |

overlooked the hangar, they were on the roof of |-

the] hangar. and they: were'amund the hangar, he”
- said, @ -

Most’ Daring Opentkm Ever U7t

Last Wednesday. and. Thursday, he hijackers
‘released - 148 hGStages, mosT ol them Jews of -

“garions nattanslities  They held 100 nersnne—s

Aabout 80 of them Israells and ' rumber of sus-
“pected Israelis plus the flight crew of the seized
French airliner. - The hijackers demanded the
release of 53 Palestinian or-pro-~Palestinian ter-

| sibility, B

throughout the drdeal. He reiterated that Israel
had consulted with no other government before
it rtook the operation-and bore sole: respon-
. According to the accounts of Shomrom. .
Gur and Peres; the soldjers in. ther rescue parfy
_shouted to the hostages to keep their heads down
as they ran to’the rescue plane but some.of the
civilians-did not hear or could not obey that
order.” The Israeli soldiers were ordered to
fire on anyone who fired on them, - They were
fired on by Ugandan troops, some of whom were
_in the airport control tower. “They fired back
" and some of their bullets hit and" damaged :
s..6.= %0 Soviet-made MIG planes of various types .
belonging 't the Ugandan-Air Force, Gur said
the airport was not put out of operatlon by the
battle. .

ISRAEL GLOWINGQWI TH: PRIDE -

TEL AVIV, July § (JTA) -~ An of Israel is -
.-glowing with pride over the’ ‘spectacular rescue
“of most of the hijack victims from Uganda
during the late hours of Saturday night and early
Sunday morning. There was. joyful near-hys~-
teria at Ben Gurion Airport yesterday where

hostages to welcome them home after their

| Gur declared; “We have raised once again the
morale of Israel. Onceé again the security net-
Work caff stand up -and Iook anyone in the face,’’
A private plane flew over Tel Avivyesterday -
skywriting a’ ‘“salute to the Israel Army.*’«

The. darlng ruecue cpernuon and its success.
in saving the lives of ‘most.of the hostages, was
indeed, the biggest. morale booster Israel:-has
“'had gince. the slough of despair. thaty l‘rmwad‘
the Yom Kippur War, 1ne first reports of the-
rescue were broadcast at.about 3 a.m, local
- time Sunday morning when the-planes were al-

tion had been kept a guarded secret, “known'

. ro}-lsts <<'40 of them serving prison sentences in

only to Cgb;net inisters, Knesset. léaders and

ready on thejr way back:to ‘Israel, The operg= -

thousands joired _the families and friends of'the

week-long erdesl.” Chief of Staff Gen. Mordechai- :
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" ‘the gecurity forces. -Defense M inister Shimon
Peres attended a bar mitzvah Saturday night:
He gave no hint to newsmen who spoke td him
‘of what was taking place, ‘The families of the
hostages were notified privately before news of‘
the operation and its results.were broadcast,

- Scores of them converged on Ben Gurion Atrport
before dawn, carrying flowers and bottles of

« champagne. The rescue planes did not arrive
until 11 a.m, -local time. A htush descended over
the airport as they landed. Then there was a !
rush to the gates, Relatives embraced shedding
tears of joy. Policemen wept as families were
reunited.

’ Returnees Recount Event

One of the rescued hostages, Uri"Davidson,’
17,-said they. were awakened by shots at the ...
Entebbe Airport and a few minutes later, to the

*—astonishment of all, Israeli soldiers entered the

- hangar and whispered-to follow them' and ki
hedds down. He said the Ugandans had " cooperated
and collaborated with the hijackers, Ugandan
army officers came and went as they pleased.
- The night before the rescue, President Idi Amin
made.one of hig frequent appearances to tell the"
" ‘hostages ‘that'Israel had agreed to release terror-
ists for their safety, Davidson said,

"Another young hostage, Michael Livni, 15,
confirmed that the hostages. were guarded by Ug-
ahdan troops and-by-the- hijackers, Another freed -
“hostage. said one of the hijackers, a German, had
_told him he was wanted by. the West German -
authqrities for the past three years and that"

. Uganda and Libya were the only safe havens he
could find, o

'

.. Comments On The Kescue ~

Commenting on the rescue, Yosef Almog-l,
-chairman of the World Zionist Organization and
' Jewish Agency Executives; told the Jewish Tele=
graphic Agbncy that the actfon had international
implications, He expressed hope that the wor‘ld

‘will now understand that Israel is:determined.not_ |-

V' to submit Yo blackmail and to overcome lts ene-

mies, \ il o
Dr. Nah Goldr Pri ’_“ of the World
Jewish Congress; who is presently in Israel, told

the JTA yesterday that he hoped the rescue oper-
ation’s success would weaken the -will of the ter- |
‘rorists,” Biit, he added,**This may be over opti-
mistic,”* He warned that’ 1Israel must be extremely
careful now because its enemies might engage
in acts of reprisal. But he described the rescue

" ag %4an historic event in-the glorious history of "
Israel It was_done wisely and courageously. 5
“1am ‘happy, just-like everyone else,’” Goldmann
“said, ‘

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, chairman of the
-~Conference of Presidents of Major American
Jewish Organlzsnans in Israel on Conference .
matters, declared that the liberation of the
hijacked passengers, coming on July 4, was of
symbolic. significance for Americans “who see '
Israel as a sister democracy devoted to the pro--
phetic ideals of human dignity and 'social ]ustlce
that animates both our nations."" .

Iﬂrn (‘lmv-‘r“; lqhuhm ARninman-~f the Ll
‘Atnerioan Section of the W20 Executive, de-
scribed thé rescue operation as “the triumph of °
4 people with a deep sense of responsibility for

l)zmph of the splrn Mazal ‘rcv, Maqu Tov"

an L
J ERUSALEM July-5 (JTA) == Presldent
-+ 1di Amin of Uganda has cried, foul. “Youhave’
, wronged me, 1 am counting now the bodjes of - .
my soldiers,’ he told Maariv correspondent
Uri Dann who reached him by telephone yester-
day at the Presidential office in Kampala.
Commenting on the rescue rafd, Amin complained
that Israel just hadn’t played cricket. ‘Your
Hercules planes flew in and my soldiers did not
want. to shoot them down,' he-told Dann,

Amin vigorously denied that he had cooper- .
ated with the hijackers. He claimed that, on
ihe contrary, he had defended the Isrzeli hos~
tages. He said he had left the Organizdtionof
African Unity meeting on Mauritius to help work
-for their release without bloodshed. -Amin—--
+-insisted-that the hijackers-were the onlyones

holding the hostages and that hid\goldiers re~
mained some 200 meters distant fr the build-
~ing where they were being held, He said’he had.
allowed the hijacked Air France jet to land at
Entebbe last Monday only’ hecause it was run- -
ning out of fuel. "
4*We, really took good care of the hostages,'’
‘Amin told Dann, *We gave them everything «-
_food, toilet articles and so on -~ and what do’
we get in return -- you kill-my-people.’’ Amm
*claimed that his‘troops could have given battle .
to:the Israeli commandos: but they‘ did not, -
- He said he had cohitrol of the sltuanon and, after-
--all *%it was only a small thing.’’

Dann said he had surprisingly little d\ffl-
culty reaching Amin by phone.” He said he spoke
- to only one official in Kampala before Amin .
himself came on the line. He said the conver-
sation lasted a half hour, that Amin sounded
‘in tears some of the time and his feeling was
that the Ugandan leader had nor. really gra; ped
whnt happened

AMIN CRIES, FOUL
By GII Sedi

WALDHEIM CRIT[CIZESvISRAEL
By Yitzhak Rabi <

UNITED NATIONS, July 5 (JTA) -~ The
United Nations confirmed today that Secretary
General Kurt Waldheim had described Israel’'s =
rescue operation in Uganda a§ a violation of
- Ugandan sovereignty, But a UN spokesman :

strongly denied that Waldhetm had character-

ized the action as *‘flagrant aggression,'. °

An account of Waldheim's remarks. to're~

porters in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, and in

Cairo yesterday was telephoned to UN héad- i, -
. quartersby a UN official accompanying-the~

Secretary General. According to the account

reléased here today, Waldheim was asked if he

thought Israel had committed a- violation of the

" |. national sovereignty of Uganda and replied that

it ' was indeed the case. Waldheim added, accord=
. ing to the account; that the situation created by
this iicident was_likely to have. serious ifterna~
tiBnal repercussions, especiﬂlly as far ss
‘Africa was concerned.. -

A,yﬂy ahant the vv\v role with ymm to the
releage of the Alr France hostages ‘held at Entebbe
Atrport in Uganda, Waldehiff ‘recalléd that he
had ‘instructed his rep/resentative in Kampala,

" its citizens, We didn't take it lying down as most
< nations would " ghe: told the JTA. adding “A tri-

b

the Ugandan capital, to lend every assistance
to efforts to obtain the hostages® release. the
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. ma¥e public by the White-House-last night,-that -

" Alr France flight seized earlier this week have

. thwarted,”

- War,”

- very and skill of fhie Israel Defense Forces in

. Fund of Metropolitan Chicago; Harry Fox, genem‘l
- chairman of the JUF=lgraet Emergency Fund .

"Organization of America, sent cables of congratu=
lations-to Rabin and other Israeli leaders, Noting

;4-

July 6, XB?&_ ;

t said, Jﬂe. p person Ior
Lhe United Nntlons in New York told the Jewish
Telegraphic Agency, in response to a quéstion
today, that no request has been recelved for a .,
Security Council.meeting on the' 1sraeli rescue
-rald in Uganda, Reports {rom Uganda had indi-
cated that President Idi, Amin wag conaidarlng a

thlt Americnn vere celebnnng the 200th

" anniversary of their independence; when the’
-'rescyie was carried out, he stated that “Free-
dom-lovtng people are electrified 'withihope-
by the P of Israel’s def
forces..,. By your valorous"accomplishment |
you hlve shown the world how to combat

call for aSecurlty Couricil' g to'cond
Israel. §

FORD CONGRATULATES QSRAEL

" WASHINGTON, July 5 (JTA) ~~ Israel’s suc~
cessful rescue operation in Uganda elicited mes= |
sages of congratulations from President Ford
and other Administration officials and from the
" 1eaders of American Jewish organizations.

Ford said, in a letter to Premier Yitzhak Rnbin

“The American people join me in expressing -
our great satisfaction that the passengers of the

been saved and a senseless*act;of terror!sm
Avi Pizner, press attaefie at the Israelt Em-

bassy 'here reported that the Embassy was
‘flooded- with telegrams and telephone calls of:

congratutation all day Sunday, Israelf diplomatic |:
.~vgources noted; however, that Ford’s message

was “merecedented" hecause “no American
President has ever con;fatulated us on a-mili~
‘tary action before, not even after the Six-Day

. Jerold C, Hoffberger, president .of the Councﬂ'
of Jewish Federations énd Welfare Funds,
“cabled Rabin his warmest’ congratulations on the
reseue operation, *‘It‘is the essential demon-.
strhtion to the world 'of courage and principle,
For Americans it is especially timely on the _
‘birthday .of this. nation’s commitment to"f‘reedom'
and independence;’’ Hoffberger stated,

Bertram H, Gold,/executive vice presldent of,
. the American’ Jewish Committee praised the
“rescue as’ promoting an eventual peaceful settle~
ment of the Middle East conflict,* “*We hope that
this all proves also agaln the bankruptcy of !
international terrorism’and that we can now pros
ceed to theorderly and peaceful settlement of
problems of the Mlddla East,’” Gold. said

Heroic Rescue Applauded

* The B'nai B'rith Antl-Defnmation League
. said ina cable to Rabin; ‘“Wé&Telebrate the |
. heroic rescues of*innocent.victims of the Pales-
“tine hijackers. and we—cnngratulate you.on return=
ing them to safety, Your refusal to capltulfite
gives the only. a anslwg; r_to-terrorism: _
. Chicaga’s Jewtsh leadership also gent;a mes=~
sage of congratulations.to Rabim It read: *“The
entire Jewish community joins us in congratulat-
ing the people and the-Stdt® of Israel on the bra-

Mo 1T

. rescuing the hostages. We extend deepest sym-
pathy to the familtes of those who gave their llves

internatfonial banditry.'’

State Department sources mennwhﬂe cons -
firmed Rabin’s statement to the Knesset yes-
terday that Istael had mounted the rescue
operation entirely on its own responsibility

| dﬁ;thout consulting any other governments be- .

rehand. The U.S., according to a State De- |
partment official, ﬂrst learned of Israel’s ac-
tion when Ambassador Simcha Dinitz phoned
Secretary of State Henry A, Kissinger in New
York where the American official was over the
“"weekend to participate in the Bicentennial cele-
bration and for prlva’!e Teasons; At that tithe
the Israeli planes were already on their way
to Uganda, .. - ot
g \ -

- FRANCE'S ATTITUDE RESERVED
By. n Eytan

" PARIS, July § (JTA) . Statesmen and the
news medla throughout Western Europe today
expressed their admiration and joy for the °

daring and skill of the Israeli rescue mission,,
The French Foreign Ministry.{ssued a. brief .
statement ‘expressing satisfaction-at the outcome
. ‘of the mission but deplored the casua{r.ies
_Otherwise, the French government has ‘adopted
. a more reserved attitude-which some observers
here describe as “frankly. disappomtmg " s
The public,-however, reacted enthusiastically .” /.
to the Israeli actior®™ . -

Sources here confirmed that Israell Foteign
Yigal Allon had-infc his.French.
" counterpart, Jean Sauvagnargues, of the ml_gslon»-
as soon as it was completed, _Later, Israeli _
+ Premier Yitzhak Rabin called President Valery

Giscard d’Estaing to inform him of the mis=~
. glon's successful outcome. However, as of ~
this.evening, Giscard k'md still not respdnded. to'
““Rabin’s message nor has Sauvdgnargues re~
sponded to Allon's message,

Israelt circles are unhappy with the state~ -
ment read out yesterday by a representative"
of-the Air France crew upon their arrival in
-Paris. ‘The crew paid tribute to Uganda_Presi-
dent Idi Amin and stressed his “constant care
to ensure our safety, our material comfort and
even our health,” These circles believe Frepch
officials aré behind the statement. '~ .

.The French, observers here beliéve, are
embarrassed and fear the possible consequences
of the Israeli-action both in Africa and among:
the various Arab statés,  The. French press,
on the other hand, in its majority warmly ap-~
proved the mission, ‘In Spain, italy and Scan< -
dinavia the Israeli action was also flashed
throughout-the day on radio and televis!on

A of African emb: in

-

to make possible this fantastic achi
The cable was signed by Marvin N, Stone, pm-‘
sident of the Jewish Federation and Jewish United’

“campatgn; and James P, Rice, executive vice -
.- ‘president of the JUF-Federation, .
Joseph: P, Sternstein, president of the zmnm’

~Western Europe contacted by Jewish Tele-
graphic Agency correspondents refused to com-
ment on the action.  They sajd the African .
chlefs of state; now mesting in Mauritiua. witl
protisbly adopt a comimon stand.on the {asue.
~The Soviet Unfon denounced the Israeli action
as another manifestation of ‘Zionist aggression’’ -
and;a vlolation of Uganda’s sovereignty
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