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O EVIDENCE FOR REPORTS THAT SYRIA
SEEKING INTERIM ACCORD WITH ISRAEL
By David Landau

JERUSALEM, April 28 (JTA)--Officials here
have reacted with a large measure of incredulity
to a spate of stories in Haaretz this week to the
effect that Syria is now-contemplating interim
talks-with-1srael. - The paper’s diplomatic writer-
Matti Golan has ‘reported that President Hafez
Assad-expressed readiness in principle to meet

~ with President Ford, and readiness in principle
to consider an interim settlement with Israel.
Ho\vever. Assad still insists, according to
Golan, that such a settlement belinked to the _
Palestinian question--but has become yaguer
than-in the past on the precise nature of-this link.|-
Officials here say firmly they have no evidence td
back any of Golan’s reports or assessments.
gl‘hey note that Syria has issued no official
“tatement with regard to its intentions of renew-
ing the'UNDOF mandate, due to expire May 30,
They predict that Damascus will reserve its po~
- sition till the very last moment, There is no .,
- ‘evidence-either, the officials here say; that-Assad|
has softened his earlier refusal to contemplate
interim talks with Israel. ° - ~
On the other hand, officials here do acknow-
... ledge that a dramatic improvement has occurred
~in-Assad’s relations with-Washington as-a result
- of the close collaboration between Syria and the -
U.S. over Syria’s involvement in Lebanon, There
have been reports that this'involvement has been
regulated through. secret diplomatic contacts -
between Syria, the U,S, and Israel.

‘Some observers here feel that Secretary of
State Henry A, Kissinger may well want to ex-~
ploit this situation of rapprochement between
.Washington.and Damascus in order to-promote
Amerlca.n-orchestrated Israel-Syria peace talks.

REDUCED BUDGET, DETERIORATING
' SECURITY SITUATION FACES ARMY
___.T—.__.____—_..

By Yitzhak Shargil

TEL AVIV, April 28 (JTA)-~The Israeli army
‘- will be forced to cope with a deteriorating secur=-
ity situation and a reduced military budget during
. fiscal year 1976-1977, Maj. Gen. Yekutiel Adam,
chief of the general staff branch at General Head-
quarters said at a press conference here, Adam
warned that Lebanon could become another con=
frontation state and “*even-if the Syrians with=
draw totally’’ it **will never be the same again.’’
> 'He also said that if the U,S, fails to provide Is4
rael-with-an additional $550 million in military
. assistince to cover the transltlonal quarter be-
1ween fiscal 1976 and 1977, all branches of the
‘armed forces--land sea and air--would be

dam said the situation on Israel’s northern

fuses to extend the mandate of the United Nations
, Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF) which
expires at the end of May. This will require addi{
tionai expenaitures to fortify seitiomenis on the
northern frontier and an increased alert level,
. he sald.
g .According dam; the-amount-alldcated to -
the mllitary truinlng branch of the army has been |

. will have to retreat to its pre-June 1967 borders, :

increased by one-third despite general cuts in
the budget. He said the Cuts would be implemen-
ted mainly by reducing construction and lower-~
ing the living standards of Israeli soldfers,
possibly even their food rations, -

B {n M es

. :Other economies include reducing thesactive:--
duty period of reserve soldiers from 70 fo 35
days and for officers from:90 to 45 days." New
weapons will be absorbed into the army in the
expectation that no political developments will.
‘occur tocurb the Arab arms bulld~up. Adam said,
He said the infantry will be equipped with M-113
armored carriers. Logistics and maintenance -
will be modernized, the call-up of reserves
streamlined and discipline will be-improved, he
said, Adam said that volunteers will be encour-
aged for the regular army. This year’s planning
is part of a long-range program.to.expand the
army, train it to the highest possible standards
and maintain equlpment at the utmost readlness. B
he said.

‘CONSENSUS' PLAN IN ﬂASHING IQN IO

~ SETTLE ARAB-ISRAELI DISPUTE =

*INCLUDES ISRAEL’'S RETREAT TO PRE-

1967 LINES, BIG POWERS' GLJARANTEES
By Yitzhak Rabi

NEW YORK, April 28 (JTA)--Edward R.F.
Sheehan; an expert on the Mideast who recently
. published a controversial article on'Secretary--
of State Henry A, Kissinger’s Mideast policy in =~/
“Foreign Policy’’ magazine, said last night that
there is a consensus in Washington on a plan to .
settle the Arab-Israelt digpute, but this plan-will
: be implemented only after the Presidentml elec-
tions in the United States, /

Addressing a meeting of the 0verseaq Press
Club at the Biltmore Hotel, Sheehan, a Harvard
Fellow and former Foreign Service officer posted
to the U,S, Embassies in Cairo-and Beirut in 1957
and 1961, said that according to this plan, Israel

a Palestinian state will be established in the West
_ Bank and Israel’s security and well-being will be
guaranteed by the U,S, and the Soviet Union and .—
possibly other powers..

According to Sheehan, no President wﬂl be able
to ignore “this consensus’’ which is also;shared,
he’said, by the international community "'me plan
is an imperative that will confront ‘the next Pres-
ident of the United States,’’ he stated, - !

Noting that the prospects for'peace in ‘the Mid
east are not “too bright,’’ Sheehan predicted Am-
erican pressure on Israel after the electfon to
convince lsrael to retreat from all Arab territories |
taken in the Six-Day War and to accept the Ameri-
can plan, He also pointed to recent hints by Am-
erican officials that a more positive attitude to~
ward the PLO may be forthcoming and contended
that the U,S, will eventually negotiate with.the PLO, ..
EQRP SAYS NO TO TRANSITIONAL AID =~

DALLAS, April'28 (JTA)=«Prestdent Ford, in
the Dallas-Fort Worth area for his second cam=~
paign trip in 187days, today told the Texas Jewish,
Poat mt he was' stll’l adamaﬂ inhis oppeﬂltlomln =
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“ted a two-phase implemgntation of Palestinian
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providing Israel with $550 miltion'in trans}ionnl
- quarter aid. (See related story on foreign aid P.3.
_In a planeside interview with Jimmy Wisch,
editor of the weekly newspaper, 'Ford sajd there
ig *noneed in a 25-month period for-any more’’
_after Israel has received*$4 billion during that
time, The President was apparently. referring to
the $2.2 billion he has asked Congress to provide
_Israel in the current fiscal yéar and the $1.8 bil-
. Hon he is proposing for fiscal 1977,
Ford also said-that before he left Washlng!on
he met with Ambassador L, Dean Brown, his spe-|
cial envoy to Lebanon, who said the situation in
that country was *“improving.’’ The President.
is campaigning for the Republican Presidential
primary this Saturday where he is opposed- by
_‘former California Governor Ronald Reagan,

EXPERT SAYS U,S, WILL NOT LOSE « -
BUSINESS IN ARAB WORLD IF .IT
REFUSES. TO COMPLY WITH BOYCOTT

__ NEWYORK,April 28 (JTA)--A professor of
international finance declared here yesterday that|
the record since the Yom Kippur War shows that
American firms would ‘not lose business'in the
Arab world if they refused to comply with the
Arab boycott and its varlous discrlmlnatory pracJ
tices. -

_Prof. Peter’ B Kenen of Prlnceton, noted that
the United States and' The Netherlands, both “spe-|
cial targets of the 1973 Arab oil embargo,’’ in-

creased their exports to the Mideast in 1974 and

1975 *‘while France, its pro-Arab policies not=
withstanding, had fallen behind,

Kenen, one of three experts speaking at apresg
conference arranged by the American Jewish
Committee, said that ”pragmatlsm marks most
of the Arabs’ business’ dealings’’ and poted that
the Arab states are apparently ready to evade’
their own boycott rules when they need American

o)

ods. S i . :

Daniel Shapiro, chairman of the ‘AJ Committee’
Task Force on Arab.Economic Wa.rfare, said that
“$¢1f the American people and Congress as they.
_should, find corporate kickbacks and bribery. and
speclal favoritism unacceptable even if it means
some business deals are frustrated, we believe .
they must alse find discrimination against Jéwish
companies, Jewish professionals and'Jewish sub-
contractors equally unacceptable,’! e

Dr. Jesse N, Hordes, executive director of the
Research Project on Energy and Economic-Pol~
icy, accused the Ford Administration of opposfng
Congressional efforts to strengtheu anti-poycott.
legislation, ¢

- UN COMMITTEE CALLS FOR THE RETURN
‘OF PALESTINIANS TO THEIR HOMES
By Yitzhak Rabi

UNITED NATIONS, April 28 (JTA)--”I‘bé Com-
mittee on the Exercise. of the Inalienable Rights of]
the Palestinian People received today the'text of
draft recommendations calling for the implemen-~
tation of General Assembly and Seourity Council
resolutions on the righta “of ““all Palestinians to
return to their home, larids and property’’ and the
creation of a Palestinian state.

The-r dations were ed for in<
cluslon in'the report which the 20-member-com-

- mittee is to submit by Juné1 to Secretary General
Kurt Waldheim. for trnnsmh-hn to tha Recurity
Councfl,

“ The recommendntloxm madeby an e!ght-

* member drafting group. of the committee, suggés<

rlghts, The first calls for the return'to’ their-

- homes of the Palestinians displaced as a resu]t

of the Six~Day War. The second phase deals’
-with the Palestinians dlsplnced between' 1948 and

. 1967, The recummendauons said that Paléstin-

fans not choos,{ng to return to-their homes should
be "paid jusf and: eduitable compensatlon "

Ti ble For- Oomplete Withdrawal N _-{_ )

The ee alo r that the
Security Council publish by June 1, 1977 a time~
table for the complete withdrawal of Israeli for-
ces from territories taken in 1967, ‘The territor-"
fes would be handed over to the United Nations:
which subsequently will give them'to the Pales-
tine Liberation Organization “‘as the representa~
. tive of the Palestinian people.!”

According to the draft recommendations, after

imthe Palestinians return to their homes, and with

the establishment of an-indepentent Palestinian
entity, the Palestinian people would be able to ex-
ercige its right to self-determination and decide
its form of government without external inter- -
ference.

The 20-nation committee, estabhshed by the
General Assembly last Nov. 10, is made up mainly
of-Third er?],na_tlons". -Israel has repeatedly de-
clared that it does not récognize'the Coimmittee .
and will not abide by its decisions. . The commit=~"
tee will meet next week to’consider thedraft

dations after s have consulted
W\th their governments. ;

Zionism Under Attack ~
Meanwhile, Israél was accused of collaborat- "

debate at the United Nations Eeconomic-and Social
“Council.
cil that the ties' between-the-#racist regimes.of
Pretoria and Tel Aviv'’ justified last November's
General Assembly resolution equating Zionism
with. racism,
"+ The Syrian, Rlad Siage, who was an ohserver
at the' 54-member Coungil,-spoke during the or=
ganization’s debate on.the current Dgcade for Ac~
tion to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination,
which is chiefly aimed at South Mnca and
Rhodesia. -
«. During a conference of African and Arab mitt)
isters in Dakar, Senegal last-week; ¥aq, Libya and
Syria called for a new campaign against Zionism
in UN bodies. Reportedly Egypt, Jordan and other
Arab and African countries opposed this, African
countties-feared that interjecting the Zionism'is~
sue would hurt the drive against South Africa
and Rhodesia, _

At this after noon’s session of the. Egonomlc
and Social Council, William Scranton, he U.S,
Ambassador to the UN, is scheduled to reaffirm
U.S. opposition to any anti-Zionist moves when
he speaks, Israeli Ambassador Chaim Herzog is
expected to address the Couneil 1ate today or
tomorrow. - s

. BQLLETIN - BULLETIN

J\ ERUSALEM, April 28 (JTA)--Six persons were
injured here tonight when a parcel exploded on
Nathan Strauss Street in the center of the city.“The
parcel; which was found in'a parking lot near the:
B'nai B'rith’ building, went off as. 8 police sapper.
win Lrying iv dismuniie it; - ine injured, which in=
cluded two policemen and the sapper, were hospit=
alized, Polfce cordoned off the area and a search
wis connucted
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ing with South Africa by Syria during yésterday’s . )

The Syrian representative told the Coun~ .
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"™ talized in a motion by Rep, Edward: Derwinski_
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-*-ublicans’opposed.were those-giving Congress -
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FOREIGN AID AUTHORIZA'HON"BILL
APPROVED BY HOUSE VOTE OF 215-185 g
By Joseph Polakoff .

- WASHINGTON, April 28 (JTA)--The House
this afternoon approved a foreign aid authoriza-
tion bill containing $2.26 billion {n -military and

supporting asst for Israel for fis4

cal year 1976, The vote was 215-185, a margin of

only 30 votes, which indicated that a Presidential
- veto would withstand an over-riding attempt.

The measure was-sent:to the Senate for action
there, possibly later today. It was adopted in face
of stiff opposition from Republicans and.conserv-

ative Democrats who supported President Ford’'s’|’

demand for deletion of provisions that he said in-
hibited his authority in conducting the nation's
foreign policy. In addition to Israel, beneficiar-
ies of the measure include Egypt, which would
receive $700 million in economic assistance,
Syria, Jordan and some 50 other countries.

~* Opposition to the authorization bill was crys-

-(R. 111) who contended that its provisions would
“make it almost ‘impossible for the President and
_the Secretary of State to carry out U,S, foreign
policy . Among the provisions he and other Rep-

. power to veto sales of military equipmeit by . -

" elther the U.S,. government or American compan-
-ies to foreign entities in ‘excess of $25 million;’
and-a ban‘on aid to any country that discriminates
against American citizens on grounds of race,
color, creed, sex or national origin.

- “They also objected to provisions for action
agamst countries that harbor terrorists and to a
$9 hillion ceihng on the amount of military equip-|
. ment the U,S, can sell in any given yéar, Der-
winski said the latter provision was ““an absolute
over-kill in the area of foreign affairs’’ because
this year the Soviet Union is selling more than
. $12 billion in mllitary equipment to othercoun=~
tries.

Derwinski’s motion, which would have sent the]
measure back to the Senate-House conference
committee, effectively ending its chances of pas-
‘gage before the end of the current fiscal year an
June 30, was defeated 214-188, Rep.-Thomas
Morgan (D.Pa.), ch%irma.n of the House Interna-
.tional Relations Committee. said recommittalof
the bill wduld in no way ‘change the Senate-House
conference report, He said that if Ford vetoes
the aythorization measure “he must face the
consequences,!’

Possible Chaos Noted T ey
Congressmen favoring the bill pointed.out that

- -unless it:is passed, the foreign aid program would| -

* be thrown into complete chaos with no legislation
to asstst countries dependent on U,S, aid, One of
the possible consequences mentioned. was the fall
of the Rabin government in Israel.

‘ The vote today on the authorization bill is only
one_step in-the legislative process for foreign aid.
The Senate must approve the measure, which it
probahbly-will, - Sen, Hubert H,-Humphrey (D.Minn,
has warned that no foreign aid legislation will be
adoptad this fiscal year if the authorization
‘measure is not approved. . "

In addition, both houses must approve ‘an. ap-
prapristiona hill to fund the aid program. The
- House 18 expected to vote on this tomorrow, It is
uncertain, however, whether the House will-ap=.
prove:the Senate fomnxia to provide ‘transitional
quarter funding for Israel, Egypt and other coun-

"Bm'nsﬂ MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT ‘
EXPRESSES CRITICISM OF CARTER. .
By William §apﬁire

_'NEW YORK April 28 (JTA)--A mémber of
the British Parliament, who'is observing the
American Presidential primary race, said today
that *it ig clear’” fifter-visiting the Penngylvania
headquarters of former Gov. Jimmy. Carter of
Georgia and talking to his aides *‘that he is singu-~
larly yninformed and-perhaps uninspired with Is-
rael’s cast” in the Middle East conflict.
Erie Moonman;-a Labor MP -and chairman of.
the Zionist Fedération of Great Britain and Ire~
Jand, old the Jewish Telegraphic Agency that
“‘the task of the American Jewish communal lead-
ership’ was to educate Carter as to ‘‘the signifi-
cance of Israel’s role in the policy of the free
world and the importance of U,S, support, both in
terms of aid and psychological help at the United
Nations."’
He said his- impressicn was that the Jewish
leadership has not yet recognized the seriousness
of Carter's candidacy, re-enforced by his impres- 1
sive victory in yesterday’'s preferential primaries
in Pennsylvania, .
.- Moonman acknowledged that in primary con='
tests candidates concentrate on domestic and local
* issues, However, he said hie was *‘surprised that
50 serious a candidate’” as Carter *‘shows sucha
lack of sophistication when questiong are put to .
him?!’ on the Middle East. He said.that Carter
¢“‘geéms not only to avoid getting into the Middle
East complexities but doesn’t show the same deg~
-ree of empathy any one of the other candidates
often do.”
Moonman conceded that Sen, Henry M, Jackson -
of Washington and Rep..Morris Udall of Arizona -~

«—have “been around longer’’ and have had greater

eXpOoSure to foreign-policy issues. AmericanJews
must also explain to Carter the relationship be
tween Jews in the U,S; and Jews in Israel,
Mbonman -said,
" Reféerring to remarks he madq {n-an gddress”
to the Foreign Policy Institute in Philadelphia yes- .
terday, Moonman told the JTA that ¢‘it séems clear
that U.S, Middle East policy has changed.’’ Ba=
said the Ford Administration’s budget-cut=back
“‘{nvolving Israel’’ werenot ‘the most significant
assessment in itself, but it epitomizés a clear
warning to the Jewish commuhity’’ and ‘‘the West-
érn world cannot take for granted the .suppart-of
the ‘incumbent .in the White House.’’ - Moonman ..
: said that Ford’s foreigh pélicy was ‘‘beginning to
.come to terms with responsibilil!y to the Arab
states.”’

3

- _LATENEWS _ .

UNITED NATIONS, April 28 (JTA)--The U.S,

| ‘reaffirmed today that it “‘will neyer accept’’ the
General A resolution ing' Zionism
with racisny, and declared that it could no longer
participate in-or support the Décade for Action to
Combat Racism and Raeial Discrimindtion because |
‘of its linkage to Zionism, ‘Addressing the Econom-,
‘ic and Bocial Council, Ambassador William Scran-
“ton said *“Zionism s not racism. It tg not racial
discrimination. It is'a’ justifiable and understsnd
able manifestation of national feeling on the part,

_of a people entitled to a homeland, whose claim
10 & homeland was, r {zed by the United Nations

--almost 30%years ago.'! He added that U.S, opposi-
tion to the resolution *!is not'the policy of a partic !
ular administration.at a particular moment’' but of

"\tries in'the amount of‘25 percent of their 2pprop--

~

the nation, Congress afld the Executive branch,







