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i AELI OFFICIALS NOT CONCERNED . )

- THAT FORD IS MEETING FIRST WITH
T AND WITH RABIN LATERI JUNE - °
ByDavld Landau- T

TIJERUSALEM, May 5 (JTA)=~Officials here -
. . sald today that they were not conoerned by the
~-faot-that President- FoN‘rmeetlng with Egyptlm
President Anwat Sadat next-month will precede -
© - his meeting with Premier Yitzhak Rabin or that
i Rabin has been invited to come to Washington
while Ford will meet the Egyptian leader in Sale=
- burg, Auntrln-:neutrul ground,” They reonlled that

-:'most bast American Pr
and Israell Prime Ministers have an held in
Washington, -~

ngt - i

Thé Rabin=Ford meetlng ‘on June ll-la wal

. “oohfirmed by simultaneous announcements {n Jer=
:- usalem and Washington today,.The.White House: .
announoement sald that. Ford had, invited Rabin".
“for disoussions of matters of mutual interest and
in order to strengthen the friendly ties hetween
the two countries,’’ The offioial announcement of
the Ford=Sadat meeting in Salzburg June 1-9 was -

‘mlde by the White House last Friday.

|~ .~ ' Officlals here said, however, that Israel had"
‘ been-informed {n advance of that announcement

-~ that President Ford intended to meet with Sadat

and Rabin, The officials would give no details of

* Premier Rabin’s schedule during his two-day visif
to Washington or whether he would meet with

President Ford more than once, . They said they

! {irmly belleved that the U,8, would adopt no final

positions before Ford's meetlng with Rabin, :

U.8. Trying To Renew Diplo ris

~ The offiolals sald the Cablnet would schedule - 4
{ts “‘political debate'* as close as possible to
Rabin's departure date for Washington, That in=
dioated that the debate would be held after the
Ford-Sadat mgeting in Salzburg, Ford's t

the Mldﬂe East before it sits down at Geneva

where thie Soviet Union enjoys equal status as a

oo-chairman of the peace oconference, :
- Meanwhile, well placed sources here said to=""

.day that they had no knowledge of reports from (

Washington that June 24 has been fixed as thedate
for a brief session of the Geneva confererice,’ ’I‘he
disoussed by Seoretm‘y Klssfﬁier and Soviet For--
eign Minister Andrel Gromyko who dre due to
meet shortly to disouss the Geneva oon!erenoe.

TERRORIST BOMB VICTIM DIES

JERUSALEM, May 8 (JTA)==Yaacob Beja, &
87ayear=old father of three, died at Shaare Zedak
Hospital this morning of butns he suffered when
tefrorist bombs exploded in the stairwell of his
apartment butlding on_Hebron Road in southweat
Jerusalem early-yestérday morning,. Beja.was..
leaving for work at 7 a.m. when he spotted aus-
ploious looking cannisters in the stairwell.and was
about to return to his flat to call the police when - -
they exploded, He was a partner in a book«binding

“"business a few minutes walk from-hishome, He.

immigrated to Israel from Egypt in 1048,

Another viotim of the explosion; Mrs. Geula
Zartzl, 28, remained in the hospital today for
‘treatment of less serious burns, .Police means
while are holding 90 ‘suspects out of 100 Arabu
who were ined for y inthe

- yioinity of the exploslon. Secufjty !oroea are also

searching for the perpetratora n East Jerusalem

“-and on the West Bank, -

Wmnm%
RESPONSIBILITY FOR ROOTING OUT
QQRRUPTION IN GQV'T,, ARMED FORCES |
By Gil Sedan”

~ JERUSALEM, May [} (JTA)--T‘he Cabinet deold-
ed yesterday to assume direot responsibility for

with the h of the governments of the two pﬂn-
oipal antagonists in the Middle East confliot are
viewed by observers here and in the U,S, asan in<|
dication that thé United States was renewing its
dlplomntlo efforts to obtain some sort of sedond=~
;e accord between Israel and Egypt before the

Those efforts broke down when the bilateral
talks conduoted by Seoretary of State Henry A, |
Kissinger were suspended last March 22, prompt=
ing President Ford to order a reassessment of
U.S, Middle East polioy,—It-was regarded as sig= .
nifioant that the President, not the Secretary.of
{ . State, will spearhead the new-initiative, -
{ "~ Ford will fly to Europe later this month to par4
{ . tloipate in a meeting of NATO government ohiefs
to be held in Brussels May 29-30, He will also
meet with Austrian Chancellor Bruno Krolsky in
|- Salgburg, . The President will be on
1 histrip by Mrs, Ford,

;- +. " Ford’s meetings with Sadat and:Rabin confirm
what observers here and abroad have been point=
ing out for some time=«that neither the United
..States, Egypt nor Israel are partioularly enthusi=
astio about resuming the Geneva conference with=
- out dome prior agr t bet the disputi

ideast peace conference is reconvened in Geneva,|*

.| “ Finanoe Minister Yehoshua Rabinowitz to report——

the r d tained in

ontl ()

State C: F Yitzhak Neb s recent re- -
port for rooting out corruption, incompetence and
1nud alleged to exist in most branches of the. gov-
ernment and the armed-forces, . Civil servants who
are alow to carry ouHhe Comptroller’'s recom=

tions may face disciplinary action, the
Cabinet warned,
‘The Cablnet eeaalon was devoted largely toa -
of the Neb hl:report’s lodiires
and the Comptroller's assertion that if more at-
tention had been paid to his previous reports,

~-some of the recently exposed cases of corruptisii "

might have been avoided,: The Cabinet instructed

to it quarterly on the progress made in impleinient-
.ing the Comptroller’'s recommendattons, * Hitherto,

* the Finance Ministry alone was responsible.for
following up the State Comptroller's proposals,

(Seedull story on Nebenzahl’s report in the . > «
‘May 2 Dafly News Bulletin,) -~ -

‘The issue was raised by Gideon Hausner, Min«
“{ster-Without=Portfollo of the Independent Liberal
Party who wrote to Premier Yitzhak Rabin last
week urging him to set aside precedent and sohed=
ule a Cabinet debate on the Comptroller’s report,

' parties, “The U,S,; on the diplomatio defensive in
.many parts of the world since its Vtetnam debacle|
is apparontly hopeful of a diplomatic success in

[ S

[ Yest|

ta
Ak Defenue Minlster Shimon Péres nnnou.nued that he-

y’s disoussion was:the first of its kind
ever undertaken by the- government and 1t yas ex-..
peoted to be-oont!




JTA Dally News Bulletin . . -

" uge -

* Muy- 68,1075,

American Jewish leaders and representatives of
Jewish communities abroad, marking.the close of
a two~day National Leadership Assembly oon=
vened by the National Conference on Soviet Jewry |-
to disouss'the ourrent orisis facing Jews in the

»

R, .

. The Deolaration urged Pres{dent Ford to
Y‘oommunioate to the Soviet government that in
the best American tradition we seek an end to all

“disorimination and repression of Soviet Jews,'’
‘1t condemned ant{=Semitic propaganda in the So~
viet Union and urged.that ‘the plight of Soviet
Jews must be kept on the agenda of every approp=|.
riate international forum,'’-

", " The Deolaration also declared support for
Congress in its legislation linking Amerioan trade|
with the USSR with Soviet emigration practices
and oalled for a careful study by the lawmakers
of Sovlet violations of human rights in the area
of restriotive emigration praoctices,

iﬁl ® payments

or In what amounts, - i .
Well placed souroes here said, however,that - -
the government was expeoted to be *‘fortheom« ~—
ing'" with ex-gratia payments to the {njured pdrs

. ties and would be-influenced by the humanitarian

and politioal aspeots of the tragedy rather than by
narrow legal considerations, There were reports

in South Afrioa.that some of the viotims planned ;
to sue the Israell government for damages, J
. Protter, a 24=year«old South African.Jew who -

was discharged from the‘Israell army three years

ago for psychiatric reasons, seized the Consulate
offioes where he had been employed as an assis=

tant seourity guard and Hield more than 20 fellow

""" employes and their families hostage for 19 hours, .

At one point he fired a submachinegun into the i

streets, felling 32 persons; ~He also murdered

the Consulate's seourity officer, Glora Raviv, \
Legal experts here sald damage suits filed

against the Israell government might not sucoeed’

X it could be claimed that Protter was not

- Egrlier today the delegates to the y
at the Statler-Hilton-Hotel were addressed by
Senators Henry M, Jackson (D, Wash,) and Ed=
ward Kennedy (D, Mass,), Both assured the
" gathering that Congressional support for the
‘Jaokson«=Vanik legislation {s not eroding and U,S;
friendship and assistance:for Israel will continue,
#Perhaps it s more appropriate today than at any
other time in the recent past to say=~reassess=
- ment or nor te=that the friendship will
endure between us and Israel,’” Kennedydeolared, |’
‘He also told the delegates that on his recent
trip to the Soviet Union he met with Jewish activ~
{sts and deolared, ‘I shall continue to add my -
voice to yours in appealing for freedom for thoge
Soviet Jews who are imprisoned and harassed,'’
Jackson said he did not personally know of any
Senator who had backed the Jaokson=Vanik legis<
lation-who has said he would no.longer support it,
Congress, Jackson asserted, will remain firmly -
behind the law and the Ford Administration and
the Soviet government will in time have to recog-
nize that, The U,8,, he said, must stand by its own)
tomal-l o

..acting’in line of duty and Israel was, therefore,
not responsible for his aottons, <Offiofals here

noted with evident satisfaction that Jerusalem's -
relations with the South African government in ™~
Pretoria had not been adversely affected by the
traglo affair and that the disoussions of it were
proceeding without rancor.,

Allon Praises Unna, Consuiate Staft

Meanwhile, Forelgn Minister Yigal Allon has -
cabled the Israeli Ambassador {n South Afrfca,
Yitzhak Unna, his ‘‘deepest appreoiation for the
Aitting way in which you fulfilled your duty as Is=
raeli Ambassador in that diffioult and testing

_time,’* Allon asked Unna to convey a similar
" message of appreciation to “‘the devoted staff

of our repr {fons'! {n South Africa, -

Unna was {nstrumental {n getting Protter to re«

lease his hostages and surrender to the police,
Premier Yitzhak Rabin’s special advisor,

Gen, (Res,) Rehavam Zeevi who was sent to South

Afrioa to investigate the inoident, reported his

findi to the Cabinet yesterday, He related how

law which is based on int law~=the Unit=
. _ed Nations Deolaration of Human Rights-~that has

“been signed by-the Soviet government,
U.8., UN Urged To Speak Out For Soviet Jews

Stanley H, Lowell, chairman of the Natfonal
Conference on Soviet Jewry, told the delegates
yesterday that he was oalling on Treasury Secre~
tary Willlam Simon and Seoretary of Commeroce
Frederiok Dent as well as American representa-
tives at the United Nations to speak out on behalf
of freedom for Soviet Jews, He safd that Simon
and Dent especially ‘/should not lend credence
while in Moscow to the Soviet expfession that -
trade has Buffered beoause of the Jackson=Vanik

T~-Amendment;tt v s, i

‘Lowell added, ‘“and of course, the Seoretary of
State and the President of the United States should
reiterate again and again their previous expres=

‘- slons of support of freedom for Soviet Jewry and
not treat this matter as last year's business,’’
-ISRAEL MAY PAY DAMAGES TO THE
32 PERSONS WOUNDED BY PROTTER

andau :
JERUSALEM, May 6 (JTA)==A Foreign Mini{s=
try spokesman-said-today that Israel may pay vole
untary damages to thé 32 persons who were wounds
. ed by.David Protter, a mentally deranged employe
of the Israell Consulate General in.Johannesburg,
- "South Afrioa, 1ast Monday; . The spokesman -said
.-the-matter was under.discussion between Israeli

. and that they would be applied,

X oqmmunlty. ‘e

- Dr, Rego was Min{ster for Soola]l Communications . -
. in'the Cabinet of the former President Geri, Ana" T

Protter came.to be hired by the. Consulate and how
he, managed to seize the offices, . The Cabinet met
as a min{ fal security ittee and no details
of Zeevi's report were made publio beyond & state=-
ment that Rabin had summed up the lessons learned

. Israell officials reported that an arms cache
found in the Consulate consisted of licensed weap=
ons plus what Protter had managed to smuggle into
the premises, As a security guard whose duty was
to search visitors to the Consulate, Protter was -
permitted to carry .we.ngons, .

g »

SANTIAGO (JTA)--Gen, Jose Berdichewsky,
a Chilean Jew, will serve as acting commander {n
chief of the Chilean Air Force and member of the
ruling military junta during the absence abroad of
Afr Force Commander Gen, Gustavo Leigh, it was
a d here, dichewsky {8 the second {n
command of the Alr Force, He was recently hon-
ored at a dinner held by leaders of the Jewish . -
DERR ]

TEL AVIV (JTA)==Raul Rego, the Portuguese
Soctalist leader, has.cancelled a visit to Israel
as guest of the Labor Party due to the tense polit
{cal situation in Portugal, {t was announced’ Mona .
day, He had been expeoted to arrive here Sundny.

tonio De Spinola,. - >

and South African authorities but that.rio'decis{

- had been r'eactied yet on'whether luyael,viould}nakq i
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“.getting up a three-man watchdog committee o
+ combat corruption in the defense eata_bllphment.
(Sec separate story,) . g R
; An effort by Likud to force through a motion of
—no0 oonfidence arising out of the State Comptrol= °
ler's report was defeated in the Knesset today by .
. a vote-of 47«36, Yoram Eridor,for Likud, sald
~ ~“that the present government was part of the !sys«
tem'’. which the State Comptroller had found.to be
at fault=--and it should therefore resign and oall
.new clections, Rabinowitz, for the government,
~térmed the Likud motion ‘‘deliberately trouble~
/" some,"” He stressed that the government intended
" introducing tighter follow=up procedures regarding
_the State’ Comptroller’s reports and recommen=
dations, :

- PERES TRYING TO FORM A

.. NON-PARTISAN WATCHDOG COMMITTEE
*" By Yitzhak Shargll R

TEL AVIV, May 6 (JTA)e~Defense Minister
Shimon Peres disclosed yesterday that he has ap=
proached three persons of unquestioned {ntegrity
to-form a non=-partisan watchd ittee

the investigation, sources safd, . = -

7 It was also learned that two Foreign Ministry:
employes have been suspended pefiding trial on' .
charges of receiving bribes {n amounts up to' -
$10,000, One was employed {n an As{an country
and the other was-an attache in an Afrioan country,
Thelr names wére not disclosed, R ' P
ARAB PROPAGANDA-DRIVE IN BRITAIN

~ LONDON, May 8 (JTA)==The Arab propaganda
drive {n Britain has moved {nto the smart illustrate
ed weekly field with the publication of #The Middle
Edst,’’-a magazine styled on Newsweek, It {s re. .
portedly funded by Kuwalit! money and. {ts publisher
is Afif Ben Yedder, He {8 not known in publishing
but the editor of the new magazine, Richard Purdy
{8 a notorious pro~Arab fournalist, e

In {ts introduction, the magazine said #The
Middle East {s the first international publication
. to be.written speoifically to'satisfy the interests
and the information needs of the top men {n busi
. ness and {ndustry, government and finance through=
out the 26 nations of the Middle East,’” Not unexe’

against corruption in Israel's defense establishe
"~ ment, - The disclosure was made followihg yester~
day's Cabinet meeting which discussed the recente
ly released report of State Comptroller Yitzhak
Nebenzahl that oited numerous instances of corrup
~tion-and-mismanagement {n-government -ministries
departments and the armed forces, Tt
41 do not feel myself-a citizen of a corrupted.
state but a citizen of a state that fights corrup=
tion,'" Peres-reportedly told his fellow ministers
atthe meeting,, Y
Although the Nebenzahl report found corruption
to exist throughout the civil service, the publio ha
been most shocked by the:exposure of bribery and
fraud in the Defense Ministry and armed forces,
hitherto regarded-as models of probity, Pereshas
-declared that he would not ghield the {dentity of
any officials involved no matter how high their
position, K .
He sald the people asked to undertake the
* watchdog task were Shimon Avidan, former com-
mander. of the famed Givati Brigade that fought the
Egyptlans in Israells War for Independence-in1948
and who {s presently secretary general of the
Mapam=sp ed Hakibbutz Haartz{ movement;
. and Prof, Hans Klinghoffer a former Knesset mem
- ber and-legal advisor to the Liberal Party, The
name of the third person, described as a promin=-
ent auditor, was not immediately disclosed,
Peres sald that the three=man team would be .
“provided with a staff of auditors, a s and

pectedly, the “twenty-five nations''"do not {nolude
Israel; o : L
The magazine's message {8 much more sophise_--
ticated than past Arab propaganda material, Howe
ever, the message comes through with such items

+ as ‘‘Whitehall has come to recognize that Britain's

economic-stability-1s-widely dependent at-present -
on Arab goodwill,” This plush magazine contains
- large advert! from bl {es, There
is a two-page center spread from Fiat, Deutsche
Bank, Lufthansa, Caterpfliar, 'Continental Bank of
Chicago and a number of Arab banks and airlines,
AB RUPTION
By Yitzhak Rab{ 3 e R
. NEW YORK; May 6 (JTA)==Haifa's MayorYosef
Almogl expressed deep concern over the recent
cases of-vorruption in Israel and called for an une
compromising all-out war against it, I am not as
-.conoerned about the United States Mideast policy
as-I am concerned over the corruption in Israelf
socfety,’’ Almogi said in an interview here with. ..
the Jewish Telegraphic Agency, *These oases of
oorruption weaken not only Israel but all the Jews
ish people,’’ Aimogi said, addings /I hope that we
will find the way to eradicate these ills b
there is nothing more harmful to the strength of
the Jewish people than this sort of misdeeds,’’
Almogi, who s also.a Knesset member, arrived
here last Thursday night for a 10-day lecture tour
on behalf of the Israel Bond Organization, Hé is
heduled to address meetings on the East Coast,

C

other professionals to help oversee the transac~
tions and maintenance systems of the Defense
Ministry and the armed forces.....

Meanwhile, additional cases of alleged corrup-~
tion have been uncovered in the Defense Ministry
and .while some of them are of a relatively petty .
nature, they are regarded as serfous because of

“thelr impact on puplic confidence in the defense
establishment, It was disclosed today that 16 per=
sons are being questioned by police in the north-
ern distriot in fon with mishandling of
'goods,.falstfying delivery doéuments and missing

goods from ‘a military construction materials de~

pot on the Golan Helghts,.
The persons under-investigation were identi«

fied as’contractors, clerks, two sergeant-majors

.. who were formerly employed as civillan workers
- at the supply depot and the officers n charge of
-the dépot.'- The Police are being assisted by mil{~
tary police and thé suspects are cooperating with ~

tiAlToRt-atat

He said Friday that he will not meet with Amerfoan
officfals during his tour,

Observing that Israel is in'a difficult period, -
ed-that-at-no-other #me-in Israel's-27:"
years of existence have the needs to strengthen
the ties between Israel and world Jewry been as
urgent and important as they are riow, “We must_
re-emphasize the importance of the international .
Zionist movement,’’ he said, adding that new ree
sources must be found for this purpose and that
there is a need to improve the quality; of Israel{
emissaries to Jewish communities throughout the
world, He also suggested that more “missfons of.
higheranking Jewish Americans’" should visit Is«,
;agl !lt: strengthen the tles of American Jewry and

sraells,

i Lo .
DECLARATION OF FREEDOM FOR SQVIET
: iEﬂﬁ SIGNED ON CA_PITOL STEPS .

. WASHINGTON, May 6.(JTA)=<A “Declaration
-of Freedom'! for Soviet Jews was pigned on the -
Capitol. steps this afternoon by more than 250






