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BENTSEN CALLS ON ADMINISTRATION
. TO PROTEST AGAINST ARAB BOYCOTT
NEW YORK, Feb, 238 (JTA)=-Sen, Lloyd M,
Bentsen (D, Texas), who last week announced his
oandid for.the D atio ination for the
Presidency, called today upon the Administra=~
tion to ‘‘speak up now'’ in public protest against
~the serious economic threat to.Israel posed by
- the Arab economic boycott, In remarks pre-
pared for delivéry tonight at the 67th annual
. award dinner of Bnai Zion, the American Fra=—
ternal Zionist Organization, Bentsen stated,
~4Never has Israel been more thraatened--pollt-
militarily and economically,’’ ..
there seem  to be too few’in this
country who realize the dimensions of the eco=~
‘nomic threat to Israel,  */But our own experi=
ence with inflation, recession and the Arabioil
boyeott should serve to.eniphasize the fact that
..an economio threat oan be as dangerous as a
~ military-threat to a nauon's natural seourlty,"
. Bentsen stated,

He sald that of great conoern to him; in par- -

:tioular, ‘‘{s the widening Arab economic boycott
against Israel, I belleve that it is high time the

. United States protested publloly and formally
what amounts to a state of economic belliger= .
ence, No military or political settlement will
bring peace to the Middle East or insure Israel’s
survival unless there is also a cessation of the
economic warfare being waged agninst Iurael by
* ‘the Arab nations.'’

Intentions Must Be Proven By Acuons

Bentsen's address, released earlier in the
day, was scheduled for delivery to an estimated -
1600 people at the New York Hilton.Hotel who
gathered tonight to pay tribute to Herman 2,
Quittman, Bnai Zion's executive vice=-president
and national seoretary who was the recipient of
the 1976 Americasisrael Friemiship-Medal for
his 40 years of service and in recognition of his
oontr to the furth of the Zion{st
movement, the cause of Israel and the promotion
of American-Israell friendship, 'New York State |
Supreme Court:Justioe Abraham J, Multer, pres
{dent of Bnal Zion, presented the medal to
* Quittman,

Bentsen, who urged the U,S, government to

" #gpeak up now, and address itself not just to the
military situation but also to the equally serious
;economio threat against Israel,’’ also urged the

Arab nations, in partioular Egyptian President
Anwar Sadat, ‘4o make.a conorete showing of
good faith,’” - Asserting that *promises of non=
belligerency are meaningless,’’ and noting that

. history 18 full of wars originating in non-nggres-

-8lon paocts; the Senator declared:
™ $Let President Sadat prove hlu good inten~

tions by developifig an economio relationship with
Israel, Why not start slowly, gradually with
_oultural exchange, with educational exchange?
“Why not continue with Cafro-Tel Aviv air ser~
vice, a-1ifting of customs restrictions against
those who have travelled to Israel?’’ .

During the medal award Seremony, meuﬂges
- of greetings to Quittman came from President
Ford Vloe-President Nelaon A. Rooketellet.

* Israeli President Ephralmkatzlr. Premier Yitz-

hak Rabin"and New York Governor Hugh L, Carey,

. - In response, Quittman noted: that throughout the

current oentury the ory for freedom on the part
of the Jewish people has struck & responsive
chord in the hearts of decent and moral people
.everywhere only ‘‘when our own p2ople them=
selves had first taken the initiative and rose in
-massive action to obtain justice.’

500 BEDOUINS ENDANGERED BY FLASH
FLOODS AIDED BY ISRAELI ARMY UNITS

TEL AVIV, Feb, 23 (JTA)=-Israel{ darmy units,
-a{ded by helicopters, resoued some 500 Bedouin
tribesmen endangered by flash floods in:northern
Sinal yesterday, The massive rescue operation:
was.mounted as torrents of water acoumulated

" from heavy rains, roared through the El Arish
‘region destroying everything in its path, -

The wall of water was described as being hund=
reds of yards wide and at least four yards high as
it over=-ran the banks of the Wadi Arish, a dry
river bed, Similar torrents, created by unprece=
dented rain-storms in Sinai and the Negev, strand=
ed tourist buses and private vehicles on roads
between Eflat and Sharm el-Sheikh, All persons
were: brought out safely by helicopters and heavy
army vehicles,

‘But at least 10 Bedouins are bellevecl to have
died in the floods, 'Two bodies were spotted today .
being carried by swift ocurrents to the Mediterran=
ean Sea. The Bedouins and their livestock took
refugh in hilly regions as the waters inundated
their camp sites, Army rescue teams landed by
‘helicopters had to coax the frightened nomads to
slip rubber tires under their arms so that they
“eould be lifted into the hovering aircraft,

-~ About 6500 Bedouins were brought to hospitals
and schools in El Arish township where theywere
given first aid and hot food, Military government
officials operated kitchens-and nurseries and the
Red Cross sent 2000 blankets-for-the resoued -
Bedoulng, The rains ended today but many low-
lying areas remained under water, A large num-
per of 1ivestook is presumed to have been lost ln
.the floods, -

TERRORIST GANG FOILED

TEL AVIV, Feb 23 TA)--A JPalestinian ter~
rorist gang that attempted to enter Israel lastnight
was folled by.an Israell patrol in the area of Shet-'
ula in Upper Galilee, In the ensuing gun battle,
one of the terrorists,was killed, There were no
" Israeli casualties, The dead terrorist was car-
rying a personal weapon, a loudspeaker and pam='
phlets in Arabic, Hebrew and French, The pam= -

hlets, which carried the signature of the Popular .
}I,)emocratlc Front for the-Liberation of Paléstine,
demanded the.release of a number of imprisoned
terrorists, - According to the Israeli patrol, the
terrorists seemed to be on-a mission of capturing
hostages in order to foroe che release o( thelr
oompatrlots ; <%

MOUNTING- OONCERN IN IERAEL =
\%VER U!SE GUARANTEE OF SECURY’!‘Y

y David Landau- 3l ;
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‘that proposals fér a U,S, guarantee
seourity--possibly in the form of a formal de=
fense pact-~is predicated on-a withdrawal by Is-
" rael to its pre=June 1967 borders, houndaries
~—that Israelregards as insecure and indefensible,
Thie *‘trial balloon of such proposals==liter-
- ‘ally *“floated” when a senior Amerioan official
*_disolosed them to reporters aboard Secretary of
State Henry A, Kissinger's plane eproute from
Zurich to Paris last week==is also viewed here
as a signal that Kissinger's return visit to the
Middle East next month will be his last attempt .
. at step=by=-step dipl and will be followed
by the reconvening.of the Geneva peace Coiifer=
-enoe, probably in mid-summer, ; .

b For Defensible Borders

~

of Israel's . . - Administration of Pré

Lyndon John that
Israel’s future borders must not “reflect the .
weight of conquest,’’ That American polioy, though .
lying fallow for years, s very much’alive and hag _
been carried.over into the Ford Administration, .-
the Israglt observers say, . o -
" While the step-by-step approach of:Kissinger
enabled both Washington and Jerusalem to shelve
-their basic differences on territories, the return -
to Geneva is sure to highlight them, it is felt here,
1t was to take the edge off the developing confron~
tation that Kissinger ordered a ‘State Department
study of U,S, guarantee options whioch would be
,offered to Israel as compensation for-its withdraw-
al to virtually the pre=June 1967 lines, Israell
circles believe,

See Struggle Against U,S, Poiicy - -

y ing these develop ts in a
. radio interview Friday, Premier Rabin said:
*Those who propose a U,S,«Israel defense pact
or U,S, guarantees see them as a substitute for
- - defensible borders, for Israel's capacity to de-
+fend itself,...I would on no ‘account want a situa=

Rabin’s remarks Friday were seen as the first '
shot {n a battle against the American polioy trend
which could develop into the most bitter political

_struggle in Israel's higtory, Israeli opinion, by
“and large, rejeots the concept of guarantees as a

tion to be created in which those pr ing a
defense treaty intend a substitute for defensible |
borders, ! : i
Initial reports of the briefing-on Kissinger's
plane put.the idea of guarantees in the context of
an interim or sectnd-stage agreement between_
- Tsrdel and Egypt in Sinai--meaning an American
- .commitment to.see that both sides observe the
terms of such aan%l;ed agreement, =
But State Department spokesman Robert An-.
derson, briefing reporters in' Washington last
Thursday, indicated that the guarantees were
ed in the fr k of an overall
peace settlement. between Israel and all of its
Arab neighbors, That, in fact; was’the burden
of Kissinger’s own-exposition to-Israell Ambas=~
sador Simcha Dinitz at their luncheon meeting
in Washington yesterday, - -. - EER AR -
To Rabin and other Israeli leaders, this re-
flects the American Administration’s active
preparation for resumption of the Geneva confer+
ence, what, the out of Kissingér's next
~=and almost certainly his last-«try at stepsby--
step shuttle diplomacy in the Middle East,

- 'The scenario now envisagéd by the most .
knowledgeable Israeli observers is a resumption
of the Geneva conference at which the two super=|
-powers, U,;S; and USSR, serving as co-chairmen,

will each put on the.table its own detailed and
speclfic proposals for an overdll settlement in
the Mideast. There is no question here but that
the Soviet Union’s plan wll(}BBe‘baeed on Moscow*s
long-standing policy in favor of total Israeli : -
- withdrawal from all Arab’territories and the es-
1 t'of a Palesti! state, ;

Rogers Plan Still Alive

“--~~But the American plan-is not expected to be

. much less onerous, from Israel’s viewpoint than

.-the Russian-one, ‘This will inevitably bring to
the fore the long latent dispute between Washing-}

~ ton and Jerusalem over the future boundaries of

-~the-Jewish State, . . :

Israelis have never deluded themselyés that

- the so-called Rogers Plan, expounded by former

._Secretary of State William P, Rogers in 1969,
which called for énly “ingubstantial’’border -

- changes, is not atfll the basis of American Mid«"
east policy.. The Rogers Plan was {n fact the -
Nixon plan and was most certainly endorsed by
Kissinger’s Naticnal-Security Council, Isme/m

“believe, " ) o i ;
In effect, t'was nigrely a e-statement of the

titute for Israel’s ability to defend itself, Even
Meir Payil, doveish leader of the leftist Moked
“ faction in the Knesset, warned over the weekend
that Israel must retain its ability of-self-defense
-~ at all costs and that no guarantees could replace
" _that ability, AL KRR i
. -On the other hand, there i{s a widespread feel«
ing among Israeli politicians of all persuasions
that contractual American undertakings could be
useful in ensuring Israel’s seourity, ‘Some-anal«
ysts] including former Foreign Minister Abba
Eban; say. American guarantees would be welcome
* to counter or deter-Soviet.involvement or threats
" of intervention in-the area, It was recalled recent=
1y that Yigal Allon, now Israel’s Foreign-Minister,
had suggested several years ago that while the {dea”
of U,S, guarantees should be approached with caus
tion, it should not.be rejected out of hand, .
. This ambiguity of feeling only adds to the per~
plexity many Israelis feel, There is also puzzle=
ment over why Kissinger chose to unveil the guar-
antee study to newsmen during a flight over Eurs
-ope but failed to bring the subject up during his
lengthy conferences with Israell leaders in Jerus~
alem onlyafew days earlier, The subject of guar~
antees did not figure in Kissinger’s latest talks
here, at least according to Isrgeli government
sources,. Sl
UN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION'S
ON OF ISRAEL ASSAILED
| AS HYPOCRITICAL BY RABBI .
By Joseph Polakoff - <
" 'WASHINGTON .Feb, 23 (JTA)=~The United‘Na-"—l
tions- Human Rights Commission’s action last Fri~
day calling on Israel to release Archbishop Hillar-
fon Capucct from prison and charging Israel with
desecrating Moslem and Christlan holy sites was
assailed Friday as ‘hypooritical’’ and ‘‘further =
"~ compromises the United Nations! role-as a guar-~ "
antor of human rights and an agenoy of {nterna« '
tional peace,’’ . B el g
Rabbi. David Saperstein, associate director.of
the Religious Action Center of the Union of Amer~
- fcan Hebrew Congregations and the Central-Con= .
ference of American Rabbls, denounced the Com=
mission’s decision and asked religious and politi=
~oal leaders to join in.preserving the integrity and
_dignity of the UN by demanding an-tmmediate re-
versal of the decision, }Ie_ urged ‘‘a revergdl

based on truth and justice.rather than pressur

_from ofl-rich"Arab countries,’’ -

though clear

basio position adeptedby|the. ing the

“1-. 1y antle

“Capucol, Rabbi Saperstein sald,4al
rael and-l ipect

ng:susp {ong sym= ) -




“J7A Daily News Bulletin -

-

-3-

__ February34; 1976

pathetic to the Arab terrorists, wasnevertheless
glven complete freedom of speech and actiondur=
ing-his years in Israel, Only upon being appre-
~ hended while using his olerical privileges to
smuggle into Israel arms and explosives for. ter=
rorists, and after a public trial in which he was
aocorded the full legal rights given to every Is=
‘raell, was he sentenced to jall,"” . :
~ Rabbi Saperstein added: *‘As of this time, all
{act-finding missions to Israel have contradioted
“the Commission’s stand on holy sites under Is~
raell control, . Those sites in Israel and the ocous
pled territories which Israel permits to be run
by the religlous.ofders which worship there have
never béen kept as well, .or ag open to all people,
as they have been by Israel,”” . = .- . .

U,S, Voted Against Both Resolutions

" 'The United States was the only nation among «
the 32 ' members’of the Commission to vote .
against both resolutions, The resolution charg-
-ing Israel with violating the “‘basio horms of in= |
ternational law’’ in the administered areas was
approved 22«1, with nine abstentions, The reso=
_lution acoused Israel of violating the 1949 Geneva
- “convention on the protection of civilian war vic~
tims, and with *‘deliberate destruction and devas
" tation” of Kunéitra on the Golan Heights,
=~ The-resolution called on-all-nations-to act to-
make Israel stop “all acts and.policles aimed at
colonizing and ohanging the physioal character
and demographic composition of the occupied
Arab territories,”” | _ - .
" . The demand for-the release of Capucol was
. oontained in the second resolution, which acoused)
Israel of desecrating Moslem and Christian
shrines, The resolution was. adopted by a vote.

of 216, with five abstentions, Joining in opposi= |-

_tlon with the U,S, were France, Britain, West
Germany, Italy and The Netherlands, All five
abstained on the first motion, as did Austria,
Costa Rica, Nicaragua'and the Dominican Re=~
publio, S -
The resolution on violations of international
~ law was sponsored by Cyprus, Ghana, India,
Pakistan, Senegal, 8lerra Leone, Tanzania, Yugoq
slavia and Zaire, The other resolution was
sponsored by Cyprus, India, Pakistan, Senegal,
Zaire, Egypt, Iraq, Lebanon, Tunisia and Turkey,

Israel Charges Allegations Are Fantastic ;
Israel, which is not a ber of the C {

‘Solarz (D,NY), a member of the:House Foreign *

Affairs Committee who has just returned from a -

1. visit to Syria, and three other Mideast states, said

here that the Jewish community in Syria is living. _
in *a state of terror'’ and that Syrian Jewry is
“‘the most oppressed Jewish community in the
world;"” e : Tl
Addressing a press conference called by the

" Ametican Jewish Congress, Solarz, who met with

Syrian President Hufez el-Assad, declared that
he brought up the question of Syrian Jewry during
a two=hour disoussion with-Assad and that he
(Solarz) suggested that Assad permit a small num-
ber of Jews to leave Syria to reunite with mem=
bers of their families in other couitries,

Assad Rejects Emigration Of Jews

According to Solarz, Assad replied negatively
and sald that no member of the Jewish community
would be granted permission to leave Syria, ex~
plaining that if Syria' permitted emigration of
Jews, Syrid would not be In a'position to-put pres= .
sure on the Soviet Union not to permit ‘emigration
of Soviet Jews to Israel,

Solarz, who is the first

Jewish Congreésmén

* to meet with Assad, said that only after the Syr=

ian President personally.intervened, was he al=
lowed to tour the Jewish ghetto in Damascus and
to-attend service at-Frange Synagogue there, The
Congressman said that throughout his visit to the
Jewish ghetto, he.was accompanied by three Syr~
fan government officials, He said that while he.
was in the synagogue, none of the 16 men partici=
pating in the services approached him, He said
that because of the présence-of the Syrian officlals,
he did not approach any of the worshippers or ask
them any questions, g <

Mike Wallace Show-Rapped e
Referring to a recent program on the CBS-TV
network in which Syrian Jews were interviewed
by Mike Wallace, Solarz said that Wallace did not
#éhave the sensitivity to the delicacy of the posie
tion’! of those interviewed, who were surrounded
by Syrian offloials, .
The Congressman also visited Egypt, meeting
with Presidept Anwar Sadat; Jordan, where he .
met with. King Hussein; and Israel, where he met
with Premler Yitzhak Rabin and Foreign Minister
¥igal Allon, Solarz, who also disoussed the Mid-
east sltuation, said that his impression was that a -
could-not be found td the confliot as long-

10144,

sion, could not vote but could reply, Eytan Ronn,
the Israelf representative, sitting as an observ=
er, assailed the “fantastic allegations and accus-
= _atlons'so steadily volced against Israel,”’ He
sald the faot was that ‘‘the situation in the admin4
- istered territories is better than any sensible,
man of goodwill could reasonably expect or even
hope for in the face of permanent incitement to
hatred, hostility, violenoe and+terror surging
. from Arab capitals,’’ - B , .
Ronn -said the Commission, dominated by
_countries friendly to the Arabs, was being used -
{or politioal:propaganda, He said the war.crimes
charge was based on #/{rrelevancies blown up to
mongtrous pioportions, fiotitious allegations
- made to 1ook like proven atrocities,'’ After the
meeting, Ronn was reported to have sald the mat:
-ter of Capucol was a’criminal case outside the:
Commission’s Jurisdiction:and that-Israel would
ignore the Commissjons demand for his release.

SOLARZ: SYRIAN-JEWS LIVING IN STATE OF -
“TERROR; MOST OPPRESSED CO Y. f:

“NEW YORK, Feb, 23 (ITA)--Rep, fiephJ(x I,

s

as the Arab states continue to refuse to provide
Israel with offers that will have “sense and a
substance of security’’ in them for Israel,” He

- presented these views to a press conference last

Friday,

BOMB DEFUSED IN JERUSALEM MARKET
JERUSALEM, Feb, 23 (JTA)==A home-made
explosive device was found in a bag of vegetables
and defused’ withdut causing any d in the . .,
Jerusalem open=-air Mahane Yehuda market this

.- evening, Police, called to the scene by a wary

a"tq holder susploious of a bag left standingon a
“street Gorner, held-a large crowd back as sappers;
disconnected an electrio timing device from a box

——containing three kilos of gunpowder, Another des .

vice was defused last Friday at the Central Bus -
Station, ‘Others have been found in various parts
of this ofty but almost all have been dismantled: y
. before they could e’xpl:d:’," . : foied

" ALBANY,N.Y. (TA)s=State *7 ey General —
iefkowltz-has started a probe into re-
iirés_from. Arab sources on New York







