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CABINET TO CONSIDER WITHDRAWAL
FROM KUNEITRA AS CONCESSION TO
FORTHCOMING :DISENGAGEMENT TALKS

JERUSALEM, April 28 (JTA)--The care-~
taker Cabinet will consider a major territorial
cancession to Syria--withdrawal from the Golan
Heights town of Kuneitra~-when it meets in speot
ial session Tuesday, in preparation for U.S,
Secretary of State Henry A, Kissinger’s arrival
here Thursday. While some sources believe the
government will only re-affirm its past position]
that there can be no withdrawal from any of the
territory captured in the Six-Day War withinthe
framework of :an Israeli-Syrian disengagement
accord, the very fact that a Kuneitra withdrawal
will be discussed is considered significant.

. - Kissinger is expected to try to persuade the
-government to be more *“flexible’’ on Kuneitra
in order to ‘‘save’ the disengagement talks with

. Damascus, He is believed already to have made|’

that point to Israeli Ambassador. Simcha Dinitz
* in their recent talks in Washington, Dinitzis .
.due here Tuesday to report on his latest contacty
 with the. U.S, Ad on d

" There were indi le, of sorie

conference is resumed in Geneva. -He made the -
threat in the course of a pre-recorded interview
broadcast on the ABC-TV ‘““Issues and Answers’’
program, Sadat said Egypt would return to the
Geneva talks once a disengagement agreement
has been worked out between Israel and Syria.

“I am not gbing to discuss withdrawal in Gen~
eva, I’'m going to discuss peace,’’ he said. But,

- he added, ‘“Let us say that they (the Israelis) will
say weshall not withdraw. This will mean war
because it means that they did not digest the les-
son of the sixth of Qctober,” the Egyptian leader
declared, Questioned about Egypt’s newly re-

sumed diplomatic ties with the U.S, and its appar-

ent cooling toward the Soviet Union, Sadat said
he wanted to have a “‘balanced relationship” with
the two superpowers,but believed that the U.S,
has the best chance of achieving a peace settle-
ment in the Middle East at this time.
According to reports from Cairo yesterday,
Sadat sent a to Soviet C
Secretary Leonid 1. Brezhnev assuring him that
- Egypt wanted 'the Soviet Union to play an active
pagt in the quest for peace in the Middle East.
Sndnt's message 'was in reply to one he had °

-support in the Cabinet for the position that with-
, drawal from. Kuneitra might soften Syrian de~ |
" mands for surrender of the entire Golan Heights
. and open the way for disengagement talks, Some
political sources claimed today. that there was a
“-sharp difference of opinion’ between Premier

- of the Golan
Moshe Dayan, who is willing to make the ges~
.ture toward Syria.
_gpt May Demand Similar Gains

d out that K ,.the larg~
est town on the Golan Heights, is of less stra-

" -Golda Meir, who opposés rellmplshlng any part |
and D«

tegic military value than the hills surrounding it|"

which, presumably, Israel would insist on re-
taining, According to that view, a pull-back
from Kuneitra would have more p

ived from Brezhnev last Wednesdxy expres-.
slng the Soviet Union’s interest'in a, stable peacée
in the region and ‘offering an-actiye Soviet role to’

achieve that end, the reports anid Sadat’s prompt

.. reply to Brezhnev was seen as.an indication that

he wants to maintain' cordial relations with Mos- °
cow even though he seems intent on pulling’ Egypt_:

away from the Saviet orbit, observers said.
13 JEWS ELECTED IN SOUTH AFRICA

.JOHANNESBURG, April 28 (J TA)--Flve Jews
were-among 169 MPs elected .in Wednesday’s
South African general election. Hymie Miller,
Theo Aronson and Dr. Ephraim Fisher, all of

.the United Party, were returned unopposed. Harry .

' Schwarz of the UP, and Helen Suzman of the Pro-
gressive Party won contests. Jewish MP Sonny
Emdin ‘of the UP lost his seat. E(ght Jews were

than military impact. But other polltical sour-
ces warned that if Syria were to realize such an
* important gain as Kuneitra after six weeks of
fighting on the northern front, Egypt may de-
. mand similar gains in Sinai.
These sources warned that if Kissinger is
interested in maintaining stability on the Egyp~
- tian front he should refrain from offering too
many concessions to the Syrians. In any event,
Kissinger’s latest mission to the Middle East is
viewed here with increasing skepticism follow-
ing American support of a Security Council res-
olution last week condemning Israel. Israeli
Foreign Minister Abba Eban has termed the res<
.olution a ““moral disgrace’’ because it failed to
” condemn the terrorist attack. He also indirect-
ly criticlzed the U.S, for supporting the resolu~
ﬁﬂn. . .
SADAT WARNS EGYPT WILL GO TO
WAR IF ISRAEL REFUSES TO
WITHDRAW FROM OCCUPIED AREAS

WASHINGTON, April 28 (JTA)-~President

~ to war if Israel refused to withdraw from occu- |
pied Arab territories when the Middle Eutpeac

. lyandr
* Anwar Sadat of Egypt said today that he would gq -2 Haife.

lected in pr ial i the same
day. These were Dave Epstein A,B, Widman,
Sam Moss and A, Gadd all of the UP, and Dr.
“Selma Browde of the PP in Transvaal, and C,
Brett and 1. Goldberg of the UP, and H, Hirsch of
“the PP in Capetown. It was a quiet election and
there were no Jewish issues.

Worst Single Day Casualties Since Oct. War
8 KILLED, 7 WOUNDED; MEDICAL OOPTER

CRASHES KILLING 6 MEN ABOARD
By Yitzhak Shargll .

TEL AVIV; April 28 (JTA)--Air and ground
action in the Mt, He area today
after Israeli forces suffered their worst gingle
day casualties yesterday since the Yom Kippur

War. A direct hit scored by Syrian gunners killed

eighit Israeli soldiers and wounded seven as they .

alighted from armored vehicles near the summit

of Mt, Hermion. A medical rescue hellcopter sen’
in to the killing all
six men aboani A second hencopter luded sa.fe~

‘The,victims of yesterday’s shell burst and
s helicopter crash were identified today. They are:
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" Maj. Ahikam Avni, 32, a medical doctor. of Tel
Hashomer; Capt. Levi Golan, 28, of Petah Tikva;
Lt. Amir Amitt, 32, of Ekron; 2nd Lt, Ami Stein-
berger, 21, of Givatayim; Staff Sgt. Yaacov Rol,
- 28,0f Petah Tikva; Sgt. Jaacov Bernheimm, 23, of
Tel Aviv; Sgt. Meir Rosenstreich, 23, of Ramat
Gan; Sgt. Menahem Shulmann, 21, of Tel Aviv;
Cpl. Avishai Rahamim, 20, of Jemsalem' Cpl.
‘Michael Reifer, 21, of Yokne’Am, Pvt, Daniel
_Daniel, 19, of Tiberias; Pvt. Yaacov Sadi, 20, of
Yahud; Pvt. Milo Ben Shemen, 20, of Hod Hash-
aron; -and Pvt, Uri Shemesh, 19, of Ramat Gan.
Air Force Commander Gen. Benjamin Peled
has ordered an investigation into yesterday’s hel-
icopter crash on Mt. Hermon, the second fatal
crash of an Israeli helicopter in less than two
weeks, Chief of-Staff Gen. Mordechai Gur, re-
ferring to the loss of 14 men and thé wounding of
seven yesterday said it was simply an "unlucky
day,” and not an escalation of the war.
According to military sources, the Syrian

shelligg of the Mt. Hermon positions yesterday
had less intense than on previous days. The
direct hit which claimed eight lives may have been
scored by Syrian 120 mm. mortars positioned on
the Lebanese side of Mt, Hermon where the Syr-
ians are known to have stationed a number of’
their units. The Syrians managed to zero in on

" an Israeli unit just as the men were jumping from
‘their armored troop carriers and t.he fatal shell -
exploded in their midst;. " -

E_xelodedlnABallofFlnme PR

According to eye witnesses, the rescue heli- .
copter had difficulty maneuvering for a landing
“becaise of bad weather conditions, poor visibility|
near. the 9200-foot summit of the mountain and
Syrian shell fire, As the aircraft hovered over-
*‘head, the medical crew asked ground forces by
radio how many wounded there were to be ‘evacu-
ated.

‘The hellcopter pilot radioed his base that con+
“tact had been made and he was about to land. A
‘ few seconds later the tail of the helicopter struck
a rock and the aircraft exploded in a ball of flamg

and crashed, instantly killing all six aboard. Eye |

\ witnesses agreed that the copter was not hit by a
) Syrinn shell.

d men d by the d
hellcapter were visited at the:hospital today by
Defense Minister Moshe Dayan and Gur. On.
April 19, an army helicopter crashed while at-

* tempting to land at Safad, killing all, elght men
aboard.

At a press conference here last night, the
Chief of Staff stressed the strategic importance
of Mt, Hermon for Israel and said *‘I assume the
same goes for the Syrians. We are prepared to
face any Syrian attempt to capture it,’’ Gur said,
He would not comment on press reports that the
Syrians have massed 13,000 soldiers, including
an elite force of commandos, for 2 major assault|
on the mountain. . But he said Israeli forces were

511 necessary measures” to meet any
Syrian assault,

Syrians Abandon Positions On Hermon Slopea

In today’s fighting, Israeli Air Force jets .
pounded Syrian targets in the Mt. Hermon area--
-and in the southern section of the Yom Kippur
War enclave after Syrian artillery opened
fire on Israeli positions.. All Israeli planes re-
turned safely-to their bases, a military spokes=~
man reported. Two.Syrian MIGs staged a hit-
and-run attack on Israeli positions on Mt, Her- *

mon this afternoon. The Syrian jets made a sin-| -

.gle run, dropped their bombs and disappeargd be.

;. hind Syrian llnes before Israeli fighters could”” .
make contact with them. ' There were no Israeli [
casualties. 1

An Israeli patrol k:lled two Syrlan solchers

" in a Close~quarters skirmish near the peak of
Mt, Hermon last night, Syrian forces have re-
‘portedly evacuated positions & the northeast
slopes of Mt.. Hermon about 200 yards below the
summit, The positions had come tinder heavy Is~
raeli air and artillery attack and apparently were
considered untenable by the Syrians.because of
their inability to complete a supply road up the
mountain. The Syrian Toad-building equipment
has been systematlcally destroyed by Israeli
air attacks.

DENIAL OF MFN STATUS TO USSR
MUST REMAIN AN UP-FRONT ISSUE ;

CLEVELAND, April 28 (JTA)--The denial of
a most favored nation status to the Soviet Union -
until it lifts its immigration restrictions on Jews
who want to emigrate from the USSR *‘must re-
main an up-front, issue because lives are at
stake,’”” ‘Mark E, Talisman, administrative as--
sistant to Rep. Charles A, Vanik (D.Ohio) told
some 700 delegates atterding the biennial con~
vention of the National Jewish Welfare Board
meéting here this weekend, “This is not a Jewish
issue,’” he said, *it.is an American issue.?) -
Dr. David Sidorsky of Columbia Umverslty
told the communal leaders from throughout the
U.S. and Canada and representatlves from Israel,
Great Britain and Austfalia, that jIyS. support for .
_ Israel is not only good for Jews also a defin- .°
. ite contribution to- -American foreign policy. “Am-
erican aid to the Israelis-during the October War...
" .was tremendous,’” he said, “but the defense of

" Israel is crucial for the U.S,.in weaponry and in

‘other ways.’’

Noting that the Soviet Union is gaining inin- "
fluence in the Middle East, Dr. Sidorsky, a pro-
fessor of philosophy and consultant to the Ameri-
can Jewish Committee Task Force on the Future
of the American Jewish Community, declared that
the ability of Israel to emerge victorious made a

-difference. ‘‘America did a great deal for Israel,
but Israel did a great deal for America,” He said
that if there ‘is to be a detente between the U, S.
and the USSR there must be “restraint by Russia
on the shipment of arms to Israel’s enemies, ‘and -
the easing of emigration restrictions on Sov‘let
Jews,

Israel Anniversary Event Samber

; One of the highlights of the JWB conventionwas
the celebration of Israel’s 26th anniversary. But
the celebration was somber as Rabbi Arthur Lely-
veld of Fairmont Temple declared: *“This is not a
happy anniversary. There is no dancing in the
street. ‘Instead, there is mourning for 3000 dead.
There is widespread discontent--about the econ-
omy, the government and the military leadership~-
and there are even charges of corruption. And
American Jewry wat¢hes and waits with bated
breath for a stable government and for peace,
There is a cold gut feeling that Israel could go
down.’”” He added that the relationship between
American Jewry and Israel *‘is no longer we and
they. - There is no longer interdependence but unity
Our mood is identical with theirs.’”

. Shaul Rosolio, inspector general of the Israeli
police, stated that Israel is ‘‘undergoing a process
of reassessment.”” Thére is a change of govern-
ment, he 'noted, but it is not just a'change of .gov-

-ernment, *‘It'is-a brushing aside of old leadershxp,
There isa re-formlng of relntionahxps," he said.




" “area today showed their support of Soviet Jews

seeking emigration by' marching down Fifth Aven-‘ to recognize Israel.

. nessed to the cause of freedom of emigration by

. constituents of the Greater New York Conference|

+ ish and.Christian clergymen representmg "Soviet
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200,000 MARCH FOR SOVIET JEWS
By David Fr{edman

NEW YORK April 28 (JTA)--An estimated
200,000 Jews from the New York Metropolitan

ue in the annual Solidarity Day-Freedom March.
Thousands lined. up in the streets under sunny
skies to watch as the marchers of all ages, but
predominantly young, filed by carrying such signs]
as, ‘“They Can Stop Soviet Jews From Speaking
Out, But They Can’t Stop Us,” the theme of the -
parade, -Many of the spectators wore buttons
saying, *‘They Can’t Stop Us.”’

Many of the marchers. sang in Hebrew and
shouted slogans reminiscent of the civil rights
marches of the 1960s-~“Freedom Now,’’ and !
“‘One, two, three, four, open up the iron door;
five, six, seven, eight, let my people immigrate.
There were also signs urglng freedom for Syrian
and Iraqi Jews.

: The Solidarity Day was sponsored by the 79

on Soviet Jewry and included participants from
New York City, Long Island, Westchester and
Rockland Counties and New Jersey. But there
were also people‘from as far away as Massa~

chusetts, Washington, D.C. and westérn Pennsyl-|'

vania» Stanley H, Lowell, Conferce chairman,
presided at the rally,

. Among thé marchers were 40 promment Jew-
pri rs of S i
and’
colleagues in the USSR; youths in prison garb and
d Hiige float depicting a Soviet labor camp tower: |

‘Opposition To J/M-V Séored By Jackson

The march.ended at Dag Hammarskjold Plazg]
nedr the United Nations where Sen, Henry M, -.
Jackson (D,Wash.) declared that $‘thousands of

: brave people in the Soviet. Union are depending
on us?’ to use the United States® “leverage to bar
gain hard for progress toward the free move-
ment of people between East and West. I cantell|
you that the Congress is more determined than
ever to insure that jour gconomic strength is har

-in caps

enacting into. law the Jackson/Mills-Vanik
amendment,’” he declared.,

He implored Christians not to be *‘Good Ger~
mans’’ and "not to be silent as they were during -
the hol I h them to r ber today
as never beforé the suffering of the Jews in Kiev,

- Leningrad and Moscow.’’- Drinan also called for

the Pope’s aid to Soviet Jewry and for the Vatican
“'If the liberation of Soviet
Jews does not materialize there-will be few to

. blame but the Christians of America and of the

world,” he said,
Among those participating in the rally were

- Rabbi Ovadia Yosef, Sephardic Chief Rabbi of Is~

rael; Mayor Abraham D, Beame; Sen. Jacob K,
Javits(R.NY); Likud leader Menachem Beigin; -
Elie Wiesel, and various Congressmen from the
New York area, Earlier the New York State Leg-
islature joined Gov. Milcolm Wilson as he pro-
claimed today Solidarity Sunday for Soviet Jews.
Both the Assembly and S e urged the President
and Congress to consider the plight of Soviet Jews
before -granting most favored natlon trade status

" to the USSR,

COALITION TALKS SLOW DOWN

JERUSALEM, April 28 (' TA)—-'me pace of
coalition talks, which the Labor Party’s new lead-""
er, Yitzhak Rabin had promiséd would be a speedy
one, slowed down today when the Labor Alignment’s
negotiating committee postponed for several days
a meeting that had been scheduled for today. The
reason given for the delay was.today’s Cabinet
meeting that was: expected to stretch into the late

‘evening as the government prepared for the visit ..

"shéwing support for their beleiguered " of US. Secretary of State Henry A, Kissinger.

The Labor Party’s leadership bureau and the
Alignment.Knesset faction are due to meet here

"tomorrdw after which coalition talks are expected

to begin. The care-taker Cabinet will meet in
special session Tuesday to consider Israel’s pol- .
icy on diserigagement with Syria on the eve of :

-Kjssinger’s arrival, Sources close to Rabin ex-

pressed concern tpday that the-Kissinger mission
might upset the planned schedule of coalition talks:
Rabin received his mandate to form a new gov-
ernment from President Ephraim Katzir last Fri-
day and the feeling was that once coalition talks
get started they will move quickly. Unofficial ap~
proaches to the two potential coalition partners-~
National Religious Party and the Independent
Liberal Party--began even before Rabin saw the
Pri and Labor Alignment sources expressed’

Jackson scored the Nixon Ad! ation’s
to the dm®nt which would bar

U.S. trade benefits and credits to the Soviet Un~
ion unless it relaxes its - emigration restric-
tions.  ““Quiet diplomacy slides all too easily. in-|
to silent diplomacy,’’ he said,. *“The truth is
that it took the introduction of our amendment to
put this issue on the White House agenda with
the Soviet Union--and it will take passage of our
amendment to keep it there,”’

Apother speaker, Rep. Robert F, Drinan (D.
Conn.) also pledged that Congress would not bacy
down from its support of the J/M-V amendment.
¢‘I assure you, the Congress of the United States
will not yield to those in government and busi-
ness who want detente to grow and American,
corporations to flourish at the expense of a iun-
damentel freedom of Soviet Jews.”’ :

Christians Urged Not To Be ‘Good Germans®

" Drinan, a Roman Catholic priest: %ho repre-
sented the National Interreligious Task Force
~ on Soviet Jewry, declared that:the problem of .

+ Soviet Jewry is one for Christians throughout
the world becauge “It is their neglect and their

“silence which has allowed this agony to go on.”’

optimism that a new coalition could be formed on
the basis of the old one without recourse to elec-
tions, e

LONDON, April 28 (JTA)-~Jewish sources in
the Soviet Union reported this weekend that 50
prisoners in two forced labor camps in Perm have
gone on hunger strike in protest against theirtreat-
ment, They demand better conditions, a cbangg in
the starvation diet, and the transfer to hospital of ~
the ailing Soviet dissident writer Vladimir Bukov-
sky. Jewish prisoners in the two camps who Joined
the hunger strike are Hillel Butman, Leib Knakh,
Wolf Zal Mark Dy Yossef Mendel~
evich, Yossef Mishener, Anatoly Altman, David .
Chernoglaz, Lev Yagman Simon Grillius and Oleg
Frolov, PR

. NEW YORK, April 28 (JTA)--Dr, Geza Seifert,
president of the Central Board of Hungarian Jews, -
will be the main speaker at a memorial meeting
May. 19 ating the 30th sary, of
the holocaust of Hungary's. 600,000 Jews, accordmg
to Rabbi Arthur Schneier, of the Park East Syna- -
gogue, where the meeting will take place and him=

. self one of the speakers, Dr, Seifert will arrive ¢

from p 1ly for this

g,






