Pubushud by Jewish Telegraphic’ Agency 165 West 46th St.
© 1974, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc.

New York,N:¥.10036 ' -

Vol, XLI - 57th Year

Friday, April 12, 1974 -

No; 71

TERROR]S'IS SLAUGHTER 18; WOUND 15 IN RIRYAT SHEMONA DURING 4-HOUR RAMPAGE ¥

” By Yitzhak Shargil

KIRYAT SHEMONA, April Il (JTA)--Three
Arab terrorists massacred 18 people--eight nf

the building:a few mlnutes later. - He refuaed to
reply to questions before receivlng a reportfrom

.them children--and ded 15 other
two policemen, three border patrol guards and
three soldiers-~during a four~hour rampage with
miachin , bazooka and grenades today in this
town of 15,000 in Upper Galilee near the Leban-
ese border.  The terrorists were killed by Israel]
security forces. . They belonged to a group cal-
ling itself ‘““The Popular Front--The General
Command’’ headed by-Ahmed Jabril with head-
quarters in ‘Beirut, Lebanon, the same gang whichy
claimed it had perpetrated the slaughter of child-
ren in a school bus near Avivim three years ago.
Funeral services for the victims will be held
- tomorrow. At least two of the dead were sol-
‘diers, the rest mostly women and children who

the local
An army spokesman later denied an allegation

' by the terrorist group in Beirut that the terror-

ists had taken hostages and demanded the release

' of 100 of their comrades in Israeli prisons, in~

cluding Kozo Okamoto, the surviving terrorist of -
the Lod Airport massacre two years ago. The
terrorists made no demands and took no hostages,
the spokesman said. He said they left leaflets in
Hebrew extolling murder as a way to get back
their ‘‘stolen lands.”” The terrorigt group is
commanded by former Syrian army officers. The
authorities reported that only one of the 15 woun-
ded is in a serious condition. “‘Ifiree others were
reponedoutofdmgermthefemainmgllwere

were mowed down by fire or gr

Several soldiers were among the wounded. Con-
siderable damage was done to buildings in the .
town. Defense Minister Moshe Dayan rushed to
the scene by helicopter from a Cahinet meeting
Jin Jer He was d by Acting

| ‘Chief of Staff Gen, Yitzhak Hofi. About 300
townspeople demonstrated in the streets after the

" ms#sacre to protest alleged lack of security
measures,.” Kiryat Shemona which has a large
immigrant on; has been a frequent target
of terrorist. asslulb trom Lebanese terrltnry in
recent years, b ).

Reports By Eyevritnessea ’

According to accounts of the tragedy pieced
together from eyewitness reports and reports by
security forces and municipal authorities, the
terrorists infiltrated across the Lebanese bor~
der during the night and invaded the town in the
early morning hours, They occupied a school
building, empty over the Passover holiday and
began shooting wildly at pusera-by shortly -!'-
tel' 9 a.m. local time.

‘When security forces rushed to the scene, the
terrorists escaped down a hill and occupied a
four-story apartment building facing the Leban-
ese border some seven kilometers to the nnrth,
murdarmg many of the occupants in their flats.

ding to es, they tossed the bod-
- ies of their vlct‘lms—includ!ng children~--out of
. windows. The terrorists barricaded themselves

mthetmﬂooroﬂhehﬁldingudﬂredmach

rifles and gren-
ades into the street. They hit a police armored
car and a military half-track while spraying
passers-by with automatic fire.

;- Israeli ty forces the build-
ing. Acting under the direct supervision of Hofi,
Gen, Motta Gur, commander of the northerncom-
mand and national police chief Shaul Rozolio, they
fired bazooka shells and recoilless cannon into
the fourth floor flat. Paratroopers prepared to
storm the building when the terrorists ignored a
loudspeaker demand to surrender, .

At that point, an explosion tore through. the
flat, poesibly the result of a direct hit. Israeli*
soldiers entering the wrecked apartment found
the bodies of three Arab terrorists (one report .

listed as slight); The inj were hos-
pitalized in Safad. :

Corpses At Every Entrance

_said fou:t) sprawled on the floor. Dayan eritered

. One of the eyewitnesses, Itzhak Safra, told this
correspondent he heard people screaming that the
terrorists were killing children. - Though shooting
was still going on in the upper floor of the occu-~,

- pied building, he said, he did not hesitate and en~

tered the apartment. ‘“‘We saw.corpses at every . -
entrance.  Children, one'a three—ym-old lay -
bullet-riddled in their beds where f.hey had been’

. sprayed with gunfire.’”

‘This correspondent learned thlt the Arab kil-
lers, coming from Lebanese territory, were de-
tected by border police, who began pursuit. The

- killers raced to the township elementary school

building and found it empty because of the Passover
holiday. They managed to reach an apartment
building on the northern outskirt of Kiryat Shem-
ona where they systematically forced open every
door and killed everyone they found. At thathour,
most of the men were at work and only women and
children were at home. They were slaughtered
in cold blood.

Bodies of victims were on d
on beds and under beds, in the children’s rooms
and in the kitchens, on the staircase and in the
yard. There was blood on the staircase and inthe

‘apartments, A woman’s blood-soaked apron lay

at the door to.a flat where a mother of three was

- slaughtered

Amram Peretz, 21, who was among the first to
start rescue activities even while firing was con-
tinuing, said that he saw a man sobbing and yelling
that *‘they slaughtered my children,!’ Peretz said
he rushed. with the man into the flat and found
wounded and dead children, The man’s wife was
fatally injured. - The man pulled his dying wife and
one wounded child to the basement where he cov~

"ered them with his body,' rafuaing to be parted

from them.
MRS, MEIR: MURDER FOR THE SAKE OF mmmm :
JERUSATEM, April Il (JTA)-~*It was murder

for the-sake of murder.’’ This was how Premler
Golda Meir described the carnage in Kiryat Shem

.ona, - ““The people who committed this htestcrlme

have done it'out of a mere desire to murder and -
not of any lofty ideas of liberation,” she declared
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' as she reported the tragic events to '.he Knesset
which was packed with leglahtors. guests and re-
porters. "'l'his is not liberation.but plain and

Icul: of i ‘children, women,
men and-40ldiers. It is our ohligation to do ev-
erything in our power to protect the lives of our
people in Kiryat Shemouna and everywhere else,
and this we shall do.’”

Mrs. Meir warned Lebanon that Israel held
her and her titizens responsible for the aid given,
to the terrorists who committed today’s atrocity.
She added that the Jewish people have suffered a
great deal *“but we are here, in a Jewish indepen+
dent State which kmows how io defend herself and
her citizens.’”” After she concluded her state-
ment the Knesset members and those in the audi-|

ence rose for a t of in 'y of
the Kiryat Shemona victims. o
. Foreign Minister Abba Eban, in a t

p cll action. Tekoah pointed out ﬂmt the Arab gov~

'

ernments harbor and finahce these murderers

- and expressed indignation that the world has'- ',

shown leniency towards the: Arab terrorists.
JEWISH LEADERS DENOUNCE MASSACRE

JEWISH LEADERS DENOUNCE MASSALRY
Accuse Arab Govérnments Of Aiding Killers

NEW YORK, Apzn Jiles TA)--Lenders of major
Jewish d the Jto=
day of 18 people in Kiryat Shemona and accused
the Arab governments of aiding and abeting that |
atrocity as they had others in the past.

Rabbi Israel Miller, chairman of the Confer~
ence of P of Major A ican Jewish Or~
ganizatigns, called the attack a “‘butchery’’ which
was, ‘“‘a horrlfyi reminder’’ of what the Pales-
tine*Liberation’” movement stands for. Rabbi
Miller added that the people-of Israel would not

issued here tonight, declared: *‘It is already plain
that an ‘immense brutality has been perpetrated ir
violation of every law of civilization and human-
ity. Every civilized man and woman in the world
must be askirig to what length this peril will go.
The lesson must be an implacable resistance to
the terrorists and an end to the deplorable indul-
gence with which these organizations have been
surrounded in many places.* o
VICTIMS OF MASSACRE IDENTIFIED -

“TEL AVIV, April Il (JTA)--The depth of the
horror of the indiscriminate murden by Arab

d “by a act in a losing
cause." which will “serve only to strengthentheir
unity of purpose.” He said also that ‘*rather than
inhibit the support which American Jews have giv~
en to the Jewish State, it will serve only to inten~
sify our commitment that the people of lsnel shall
live in security and peace.’’ - .

“The guilt of the Arab governments in this
frightful deed is plain,” he declared. Rabbi Mil-
ler said neither Syria nor the other Arab govern- -
ments *‘can have their peace and eat it too,'’ nor
escape responsibility ‘for the brutal massacre to

.which they have given encouragement by actively

supporting the murdereru who, operate from their

‘Idl!erantlﬁmtsr was d 1

d by the | -

the names of the victinis which in<
dicated, that tmwholehmllies which had been
crippled:or wiped out. .’

They included” the Shitﬂt family, the mnﬂxer.
l-‘l.nny 80- and three children, Yocheved, 11,

. Aharon,. 8, dnd Motti, four. In the Bitton family,
the ﬂcﬁms were Shimon, 33, Avi, five, and his"
two<and-a-half year old sister. .In the Guetta-
family, the victims were Miriam and Yaacob,
each 30.- Inthesternfamily,duthcamemﬂn-
dassah, 27, and her daughter, Rachel, 8. Mrs.
Esther Cohen, 49, perished with her son David,

17 and her daughter, Shulamit, 14. Alsodead - |
. Esther Yazada, 60, and Shmuel Ben Abu,58.
‘The slain soldiers were identified as acting
officer Mordechai Garidi, 20, of Ramat Hasharon
and Corp. Abahab el Souhil, 20 from Maona-
Tarshiha, Officials said the victims would re- |
ceive a state funeral tomorrow with Chief Chnp-
1ain Mordechai Firon officiating. Police Ministe:
Shlomo Hillel will represent the government.

KISSINGER CONDEMNS SLAUGHTER

‘ Mrs. erlotte Jacobaon. chatrman of the
World Zionist Or
declared: “Pusive of Arab

on the part of world opinfon Ins led to yet another.

outrage against human decency.” Excoriating the . ’

-gelf-styled Arab “liberators’* who chose women'

and children' as théir victims, she called.for ..
prompt condemnation of the brutal attack by the

- governments of the entire civilized world, “who -

must make it clear that such inhuman acts;will no - .

| longer be tolerated.’’ ' She also called upon the

government of Lebanon, which has permitted the
terrorists to operate within their borders, to take
immediate action to put an end to such

or be prepared to accept the responsibility for

“them. She noted the tragic irony that the attack,.

perpetrated by a terforist group commanded by

former Syrian army officers, took place just as-

the Syrian delegation arrived in the United States

for the beginning of “peace’’ talks.

International Action Urged To Halt Outrages
Bertram H, Gold, executive vice-president of

WASHINGTON, April 11 (JTA) ry of
State Henry A, Kissinger aaid today he “‘con-

the Ameri Jewish Ci said this latest
outrage “‘must be viewed in the context of the de~

demns this brutal and hter of in-
nocent clvilims, particularly the murder of
women and children, as we deplore all terrorist
activity. In this instance this was particularly
regrettable comingat a time when the p

g Middle East situation.’’ He said that

. “‘apart ‘from the human tragedy, such action clear-

1y jeopardizes the chances for permanent peace in
the area, If the Arab governments and the moder~
ate Palestini want peace, let us now hear them

of peace are already in motion.” StateDepm

ment spokesman George Vest said *this attack

qnderlies the urgent need for the Secretary’s

continued efforts to persist in bringlngpeace to
- this region.””

TEKOAH LODGES COMPLAINT IN UN

,UNITED NATIONS, April 11 (JTA)--Israel - -
lodged a cmnphlnt today with the Security Coun-
cil and S Kurt

"4

on the |°

speak out against this ‘attack and let us hear from
‘the United Nations, which has remained eloqmtly
silent over the years in the face of repeated Arab "

lolations of ali the rules of decency and civilized
behavior.’’

Mrs. Rose dent of Had: h, de=
clared that the “‘barbarous act’’ of the terrorists
“4g an {ndication of the blind hatred of the Pales~
tinian terrorist group. Fighting a last ditch battle
peace initiatives, these desperate men

- mld-hlonﬂerl mtrrder of 18 people in Kiryat Shem:
ona, Israeli Amhbassador Yosef Tekoah drew the
attentjon of Waldheim and the Council to the

, Bhastly ¢rime but did not call for Security Coun-|

were not solitary extremists but were trained and
disciplined by the Popular Front-General Com- *

- mand bred in Beirut. Their activities are known

by thé Lebanese and Syrian authorities whom we
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must charge as aecumnle:s for al.lmnng themto;  While the Knesset was packed with legislators,

operate and encouraging them.” guests and reporters, demonstrators stood in
Mrs, Faye h 1an of the i front of the main Knesset gate and hooed Khnesset
++ of the Zionist ), stated that' | members as they entered the building. The crowd
* -the & the supine atti of 200 demonstrators were part of a crowd of 1000

of international bodies toward these venal assas- | which gathered earlier at the Valley of the. Cross
.sins. As long as these terrorist bands are given | at the bottom of the Kneaset hill to demand: great-
safe harbor from which to launch their perfidy, er democracy in Israeli politiml parties and the
and the world accepts their right to exist, there | government.
will be no end to this needless tragedy.” '
Rabhi Arthur Hertzberg, president of ﬂae Am-] Seek New Candidate To Head Government .
erican Jewish Congress, stated that the cold- After Mrs. Meir returned her mandate to Kat~
hearted murder ‘“‘ought to put an end to the gro- | zir the Presi read her
teaque mﬁmthndxegunt of Arab terrorists can| to waiting newsmen, translating it into English for
be by their alleged idealism. | American media. Hesaldhewuldbeginconm-
. There is no ideanxm, no political grievance suf~ | tations immediately with the various parties to . " .
ﬁcimt to explnin away the biutality incarnate in | select a capdidate to head a new government.: He
from rooft These| said Mrs. M&y had informed him that she would
are unspeakable acts, acts of appalling cowdr-- | not be a candidate. President Katzir told the re-
dice. They degrade us au." He called for porters that he had conveyed to Mrs. Meir the deep.
S ion over these | feelings of honor and respect that the entire nation
atrocities and we demnnd un international pro- felt for her. .
gram to prevent and punish terrorism in the Katzir spoke ‘of her immense contributions to
- future,’” the national renaissance which, he said, could not
Mrs, Henry Rapaport, president of theWom- | yet be fully appreciated and esteemed. He said
en’s League for cmsemuwe Judaism, sent a that a deep sense of responsibility for the future
1 to the L dor to the U.S,| of the State had guided Mrs. Meir's every action
: Nn]ati Kabbani, protesting “the cruel and sense~ throuylout her long career nnd hnrl prompted her
less action of the Arab terrorists. Leb the heavi ! She
countenance of such action can only serve tomakq hn set an of r Illty and
more difficplt hopes for peace in the Middle East.| leadership, Katzir said, adding the hope that lauel
We urge you to convey to your government our would ‘emerge from the present crisis "altmgth

sense of shock and distress in this and | ened
urge the: taking of strongest. steps to prevent its ‘|,  Mrs. Meir's formai act of migpaﬁon followed 4
recurrence.’ . | a speclnl Cabinet meeting at which she informed - .

Rabbi Irwin M, Bl-nk president of the Syna~ | her ministers of her intentién to resign--a-formal-
gogue Council of America, stated: *‘Even sensi- | ity required by Israeli law. - The Cabinet was in
" bilities that have become hardened to. the habitual session for two hours. An official communique *
murder of civilians byAmbterrorists must be | stated that it had concluded its discussioniof the
outraged by the new level of brutality and car-." | Agranat Committee’s report on events luding up

nage that occurred today. The incredible inhu- | to the Yom Kippur War,

manity of the Arab terrorists condemns their With the p of new el

cause beyand r The r and large, the various grass roots protest movements
condémnation it must evoke on the part of decent| that have been building up in reaction to the Yom'

men tnnscmda nn dlﬂ‘arences of politics, faith | Kippur War coalesced last night into a singie move-
and nationali ment and selected Yochai Bin-Noon, a former naval
commander and national hero as its Jeader. The
MRS, MEIR SUBMITS FORMAL REI(NATION in the new moveinent include
- JERUSALEM, April Il JTA)--Premier Golda demobilized soldiers of the paratroops,
Meir issued her formal resignation today in a corps and other military units, students, lntellec-
speech to the Knesset. Earlier she returned her| tuals and academicians,
to P Katzir during a Among the stated aims of the movement is the
half-hour at the Presic 1 ds £ of new blood into the national leadership
Addressing a hushed Knesset meeting which had | and electoral reform. Bin-Noon, though a naval
just received a report on the terrorist carnage | officer, holds the rank of reserves general in Is-
in Kiryat Shemona, Mrs. Meir stated: *‘Since the| rael’s defense forces. He is one of the few holders
recent Knesset elections I have been watching of the nation’s highest decoration-~Hero of Israel--
closely developments in the country and I have which he won for his action during Israel’s war for
reached the conclusion that there is a public un-| independence in 1948,
rest which cannot be avoided, whether it is jus- ‘While Katzir seeks someone of sufficient alahu-e
tified or not.”” to form a new government, the present government
Mrs. Me!rmdthemhucuhuﬂdhavethe is expected to remain in office as a care-taker
* right to study the possibility of a new govern- regime, The status quo will continue for the time
ment and observed that ulthoug: the present gov4 being, sources here said today. Israel will contin-
t was ue to pursue a disengagement accord with Syria
‘l“mmpnhleuihamnng!henlhnﬂmmthe~ through the offices of U.S, Secretary of State Henry
\ _army was prepared to cope with all challenges: | A, Kissinger. Moshe Dayan is expected to remain
She concluded her statement with a call to the masDefenaemnlmrinthemhkerc;Mnet

nation “to behave not like a stricken people but | and will ti the with Kissi

like a people with a future open before it.*” dlsengagementvhichhebeglnianhinghmhat
The Knesset ion was originally

culledtodlacmstheAgnthommee’sre- Farei@mnmterAbhEhnsndhﬂAmee

port, and the Likud had intended to propose a meofSyrthm'mldheutﬂmtopof&eagmda

- vote of no canfl in the g How- in any negotiations with Syria.- He said that both he

ever.ylﬂlthetnmafevmtnthemsimhlmﬂd and Dayan had apprised the U.S, of Israel’s insig~
inhammupdehtemlsmel'ammﬂcﬂsh memtheSyﬁmJeﬂsypmhlunbeglmm
and external dangers. B Friorltyinnnynlks
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Crisis Seen As Higtoric Irony : '

' an effort to resolve the question of whether min-]

" Haim Zadok was asked Tuesday night to draft a

"'are no legal provisions to, enforce it~~meaning

' ‘represent his personal view.

Mrs. Meir's reuignaﬁon and the storm in the
Labor Party and the Al over the A

| of U.S. efforts to secure a speedy

historic ironies. The Premier had ind

noted that Mi's. Melr’s .move clouded ‘the prospect =3
disengagement *
accord.. These feelings were expressed even as

a Syrian joint militaryiand civilian team headed by

Brig. Gen. Hikmat al-Shihabi arrived here yester-

prior to the general electlon last Dec. that she’
did not want mnagunforpuhllc office and
again sought to resign during the stormy pefiod
after the election when she was: trying to form a
coalition government.

Dayan, too, said he did not want to serve in
the new Cabinet and came into it on March 6 only
after proddings by Alignment leaders and the in-)
creased tension along the Israeli-Syrian cease~
fire line on the Golan Heights, A little more tha

day to Syria’s view on dis Is-
raeli Defense Minister Moshe Dayan met with Kis-
singer here two weeks ago to preaent Isnel' '
disengagement plans.
The Secretary was due to meet wlth Syrian
late this' aft all ere were

;ndlcatinns that this may be postponed until tomor-~
row in order to give Kissinger and other top U.S.
officials a chance to évaluate the situation in Israel
following Mrs. Meir’s resignation. 'Asked by re-
if Mrs. Meir’s resignation would

amonthlnter.onAprnz the Ag t C
d its report ab Mrs Meir and
Dayan from responsibility for 1Israel’s lack of
preparedness on the eve of the Yom Kippur War
and finding Chief of Staff Gen. David Elazar as

mainly resp forthe"" . The de-
mand for Dayan’s d for

ial responsibility led to Mrs, Melr’s declalon to
resign,

Anoﬁnrlmynntedbyobserveramthatm

isterial responsibility must be borne solely by
Dayan or by the entire Cabinet, Justice Minister

legal opinicn in this issue. Several hours before]
Mrs, Meir announced: her decision to resign,
Zadok presented to the Cabinet a document based
on: British jurisprudence stating that individual -
miinisterial responsibility exists but that there

that a minister capnot be forced to resign, The

legul oplnlon was prepared by a tmm of Justice |
yérs headed General

Melr Shamgar. ' Zadok stressed that 1t did nnt

T affect the Israeli-Syrian ta]ks Kissinger said; “It

isn’t going to speed them up.’’

He also hinted that he might not resume the .
kl.ndafshuttle‘ 1 which ded in sec~
uring a d t last Jan.

Israel and Eypt The Secretu'y indicated that he
would be in.a better position to know whether he
would make another Middle East trip after his talks
with the Syrians and after seeing how Israel would
resolve its present crisis. Kis: had planned
to visit Israel and Syria after April 20 to help con~
clude a disengagement accord.

This. afternoon President Nixon met with' Alger-
ian Pr Houari for hlks that .
could lead to the resumptidn of U.S; -Algerlan re-

litions, broken off durlng the Six-Day War in 1967.

The two Pr at
nt 8 to the Middle East

and the recent decision of Arah oll-pmduclng nuteu

me::lthe&remhargo the U.S.+ Ki

attended the White House meeting but was also ex-

pected to meet sepuately with Boumediene. ]
AsndSeqkingSnmponinMoscow .- T

- M as the Syrian deleguﬁm here pre-- °

. - For many, Mrs. Meir’s resi
izes the end of the ““founders genenuon » The
feeling also expressed was that the *‘Old Lady’*
would have likéd to have left the stage of history
“more gloriously.”” Labor Party leaders are
now trying to make every possible effort to pre-
veat the Alignment from dissolving into its con=
stituent elements--Mapai, Achdut Avoda, Mapam|
and Rafi. It is no secret that some of the Labor
Party leaders are afraid of a possible develop-
ment which will bring Likud into alignment with
Rafi, It is felt, theréfore, that Labor leaders
will make every effort to find a candidate for the
post of Prime Minister that will be acceptable to|
all the Alignment elements.

Meanwhile, there was widespread conviction

pared to meet with Ki
Hafez Assad arrived today in Moaoo' !or a five-
day state visit, reportedly to discuss the frame-

work of conducting disengagement talks with Israel

and to ascertain the extent of the Soviet Union's
support for Syria’s approach to the talks. The
USSR has already replaced all of Syria’s losses
during the Yom Kippur War.

Earlier this week Assad told a rally in Damas~
cus that his country would continue to build up its
armed forces until victoryis achieved. * He did not,
however, rule out a political approach toward end-
ing the conflict. But he added that a political ap-
proach must an “h for
Syria Sources here note that Assad’s vislt to

that there is now no way to avoid new el
However, elections would not be held until Kat~
xir gives a mandate to a political leader and that|
leader is unable to form a new government, Oncd
a mandate is given, the person receiving it has
21 days to form a new government and may ask
the President for an additional 21 days. ' If agov-
ernment 1s still not formed by then the Presi~

is to get that this
not be thwarted in with Ki ger. Iif
Syria decides to ‘extend its current war of attrition
to full-scale war once again Assad needs the Krem-
lin’s approval. e
UNITED NATIONS (J'I‘A)—-Secretnry of State

Henry A, Kissinger is expected to meet here with
Egyptian Forelgx Minlster Ismail Fahmy on Sun-

dent can select another leader for the d:

i this person, too, fails, the Predident must in~
form the Knesset Speaker about the fallures, and|
the Knesset then chooses a date for elections.

KISSINGER HINTS MRS, MEIR'S MOVE

WASHINGTON, April 1 (JTA)--Secretary of
State Henry A, Kissinger hinted that the resigna-
tion of Israeli Premier Golda Meir might slow *

Syria. Other knowledgeable sources here alsd

day and ial ton of the G 11
Assembly Mnnday, the Jewish 'relegrqinc Agency
learned T lly will dis-
cuss with Fahmy t.he p
between the forces of Israel and Syrl. on the Golan
Heights. Israeli sources said that they did not ex~
pect Kissinger to meet with Israeli officials hare
while he is in New York. o

-

BRUSSEI.S (JTA)=--A conference of European
rabbiswmbeheminthecltyofl{m&einwt.h
Jeal with- the aftermath of the Yom Kippur War.

K



