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MRS.

MEIR ANNOUNCES HER RESIGNATION; SAYS ‘MY DECISION IS IRREVOCABLE'

By Yitzhak Shargil and Tuvia Mendelson

JERUSALEM Aprll 10 (J TA)--Premier Goldg

and that the Likud would initiate aucl'l an effort. He | -

Meir announced tonight she was r ina that, e pr mlght be,
* decision marking the failure of her Lghor Party | a new governnient, “quite differently composed,’’
to end factional differences on the isfi¢ of whetht should be formed withiti the next 10 weeks, . i

" meetings of the various components of the Labor|

" | a compromise to preserve the coalition govern-
" ment while meeting the demands, both within the

: . Party, for Dayan’s resignation over Israel’s un~

-

oty regnrdlng the Ptesmt crisis, 24 out of 26

- political crisis, will become official when she

. Meir said she would formally announce her res=-
ignation in the Knesset tomorrqw. i

er Defense Minister Moshe Dayan should resign.
Her resignation, plunging the nation into a new

presents her letter of resignation to President
Ephraim Katzir, Under Israeli law, when a

Beigin even suggesfed that the"Knesset factions
electa caretaker government, pending new elec-
tions, which would be made up of different minis-% :
ters than those in Mrs, Meir’s Cabinet. i

New E May Have To Be Held L

Prime Minister reglgna. the entire gov

must resign..

In making her anmuncement at a Labor Party
meeting, Mrs, Meir said, *I have reached the
end of the road, .I cannot carry on any longer.*’
She said the issues leading her to resign were
“not linked to Dayan but to me personally. My
decision is irrevocable.” .

Her announcement came after a day of hectic

Alignment and its Knesset factions, which sought

Labor Alignment and from the opposition Likud
preparedness for the Yom Kippur War, Mrs.

Moshe Kol, leader of the Independent Liberals,
and Tourism Minister, said he was not surprised
at Mrs. Meir’s resignation announcement, Hesaid
he regretted the cir that led to that de-
cision during a time when Israel was facing ““much
graver problems.’’ ‘But, he said, if 2 new Cabinet
could not be formed by inter-party negotiations
quickly, then elections’should be held "wlthln the
shortest possible time.”’ .’

Aharon Yadlin, secretary general of the: l.nbor
Party, said efforts would be made to forma new ... :!
government but that if such an effort ran into dif-
ficulties, there would be no way to avbid new €lec- .
tions.. Police Minister Shlomo Hiliel said the only- .. ' :
solution ta the new | m early. electi o
He said he expected there,would be in the -

" Labor Party for new eiections because the Labor "

L Party “did not succeed”’ in keeping the present

To Form Nevl

t in power. |

' Katzir is d to give a
a new’ guvernment to Mrs, Meir, or to another
political leader, if she reiu.ses Mrs, Meir’s an<
1 on

whether there would be new elections and, if the
answer was positive, when they would be held and
who would lead the Labor Party. The Likud Ex-
ecutive, at a meeting earlier today, had predic-
ted the fall of Mrs. Meir’s government and said
it would demand new elections within 10 weeks.

The Likud faction had proposed a no-confi-
dence vote in Mrs. Meir’s government which wag
to have been offered at a Knesset meeting to~
morrow. In-view of the government’s scheduled
resignation, there will not be a no-confidence
vote and the g will

to form |-

gov
Other leaders expressed regret that Golda Meu- R

resigned. Dr. Yosef Burg, Minister of Interior, . ' -

.said that the National Religious Party was correct

when it had demanded an emergency unity govern-

ment and that it is more right.now. Dr.-Yehuda

Ben Meir, a member of the NRP’s “Young

Guard,*’ said that the Premier’s resignationpaves

the way for new leadership in the parties and the -

government, Meir Talmi, general secretary of 'y

) Mapam, expressed regret that Dayan did not re- |
sign'thus saving the country from the present crisi

On the other hand, Shulamit Aloni, leader of the -
Civil Rights Party, said that Mrs. Meir’s resigna-

tion came too late, that she should have resigned

earlier Ms. Aloni suggested the holding of new

in a caretaker role, X

. Finance Minister Pinhas Sapir refused to
comment tonight on Mrs, Meir’s regignation,
However, Sapir said that in the held

and proposed that all protest movements
should unite together to form a new liberal move- |
ment,

Inopportune Time To Resign

in the last two days in forums of the Labor Par-

£

Minister Moshe

Daym resip,
Menachem Belgln. a Likud leader, learned of
Mrs, Meir's r t as he

In some- quﬂrters there > was a feeling that Mrs,
Meir's r was and tune,
They cited for one thing the continuing deteriora~ | |
tion on the Syrian front where artillery and tank ] 3
‘fire was exchanged throughout the day for the 30th |

ive day. 'The situation there is very tense

prepared to address a meeting of the Herut na-
tional executive in-Tel Aviv, Beigin’s reacti

and the government-is keeping a close watch on it.

For another thing, the resi of Premier

was cautious, He said that Mrs, Meir's resig-
nation would not be offieial until she presented
her letter to President Katzir and that, until
then, she could reverse her decision.

Eelgln said that technicalities connected with

were in a cond king early

aleetions possible, an apparent referance to the
fact that the ted

Meir and her government is expected to slow down
the already lagging pace of disengagement negoti~ |
ations with Syria through-the offices of U.S, Secre- -
tary of State Henry A, Kissinger. A Syrian delega~
tion reportedly arrived in Washington today, but H
the negotiation process will have to wait until the \
Israelf government crisis is resolved, sources = |
hsre nid The Israeli public feels that until the

of the Def Minister is settledanda .- i

less than four months ngo He said the
Knesset factions'should begin consultations for s

]
|
new Chief of Staff is appotnted to rally the spirits |

government of national unity, to- (ncl’gd Likud,
A N

of the armed forces and the nation, Israel willface*}
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t.he hawkish Rafi.

grave trials:on both-the military and diplomtlc

fronts.

t of forces

. (In Washlngton, U.S, officials cnréfully avoid:

Jed commenting on Mrs, Meir’s resignation ﬁnd
the political turmoil which precipitated her
move, One official said the Premier’s resigna-
tion could leave the U.S, efforts at securing a

what ¥

want to

lLittle Loubt ’l'hnt R

éh Israel and Syrig

- the air.”” Another noted, ““We don’t know

i:d of government they will have. We

don’t know who we will be dealing with and

vhether Israel will have a govemment that will
th d ")

ion Will Stlck

- Observers here indicated certainty that Mrs.|
" Meir’s resignation announcement was final and
that this time, she would not cancel the decision
as she did once before -in the post-Yom Kippur
War period. When Mrs. Meir previously an-
- nounced she would resign, her Labor colleagues

went to

" change her mind, Observers felt that this time,
the Labor Party leaders would not seek to in=
duce her to cancel-her resignation,

Fear was expressed tonight that the resnpa-
_tion could lead to a splintering of the Labor
Alignment with Mapam and Achdut Avoda on the
“one side, Rafi on the other, and Mapai veterans
as an independent group. 'In addition Mrs, Meir'g
resignation will not resolve the debate within the|
Labor Party but will create a mad scrample for|-
her replacement as its leader in govemment

Among the names menuonedutumgm were',
Finance Minister Pinhas Sapir; Justice Minister|
Halm Zadok, Haifa' Mayor and former Labor
"'Minister: Yosef Almogi, and Labor Minister

" Yitzhak Rabip: The bigest prohlem is whether
any of these will be supported by.the entire

~th

top

her to

which

' the d

Jew.

FIGHTING CONTINUES ON GOLAN' HEIGHTS

¢

In addition, the question that
- alsd continued i§ whether or not the NRP would
again insist on rehashing the issué of Who isa

h Mapam and]

. TEL AVIV, April 10 (JTA)--Israeli andSyr-
1an forces continued to exchange fire today in
the Yom Kippur War enclave and the southern
Golan Heights, Syrian artillery shelled Israeli
positions on Mt, Hermon which was engulfed to-
day in snow storms driven by high winds, No
Israeli casualties were reported. 'A military
spokesman said today that Israeli 175 mm.
had scored direct hits on targets well behind thej
Syrian lines Sunday, He said the Syrians were
seen rushing ambulances and fire engines to the
area about 15 kilometers behind the front lines
indicating that they had suffered severe cas-

ualties,

An official Syrian communlque said three
" soldiers were killed and one was wounded, Huge
fires were seen in the target area following ex=
_Plosions which indicated that a munitions dump-
was hit by Israell shells, The Syrians were re=-
ported to be using heavy eurth-moving equip-",
ment to drive a road through the difffcult ter-
"uln on the approaches to Mt, Hermon.

le,.r

Tati

‘abnnon were strained today-over Lebanon’s
efusul to hund over to Syria two Israelj pilots
+ who balled out of a'crippled warplane Mondny
over Lebunese territory and were captured by
the Lebanese, it was reported here today from
Belrut, ‘Lebanon rejected requests for the pil-:
‘ots from both Syria and Israel; arguing that :
;ebgnon need not yield the pilots as long as hos4

Syrfu und

tilities. continued. - !

A Syrian govetnment spokesmxm said, in'a pub-
lic statement in Damascus, that it was “‘shameful
to place Syria, which is shedding blood for, the
PUurpgss” of liberation.and dignity, ‘on the same X
level a§ the Israeli enemy.’’ Israel’s request R
for the return of the pilots was made through the
International Red Cross. 4

KURDS TO MEET WITH JEWISH LEADERS

. By Yltzbnk Rabi L

UNITED NATIONS Apnl 10 (4] TA)--NO rep- .
resentatives of the Kurdistan Democratic Party
in Iraq;-headed by Mustafa Barzani, who came to
UN headquarters today to present Secretary Gen-
eral‘Kurt Waldheim with 2 memorandum on the
Kurds, will meet on Friday morning with two Jew- -
ish leaders in New York. Interviewed by the Jew-
ish Telegraphic Agency the two Kurds--one iden~
tified as Chalak Jewanroyee, a teacher presently’

_living in the U,S,, and the other, a dentist, who de-

clined to be identified by name-~said they are seek-
ing through their meeting with the Jewish leaders
to bring “the plight of the Kurds in Irnq to the
attention of the public.in this ’country

The two said that any attempt to draw the at-
tention of the UN Commission on Human Rights to -
the oppression of the Kurds in Iraq has been auto~
matically “blocked by the Arab states and their
friends from the African bloc.’’ Accordingto the '
two, the Jewish community in America and the -
State of Israel which is *a friend of the U.S."” can

| ‘h€lp the Kurds’ ‘to bring their case to world publie R

opinion and the United Nations;
+ -%The Jews in Iraq received a lot of help from*

| the Kurds,” the two contended, painting out that . .

Iraqi Jews were assisted'in leaving Iraq. Acc_or-
ding to the two Kurd representatives, Israel and

the Kurds have a lot in common. Both have the - s
same “‘enemy’’ who tries to deprive them of inde- &
pendence and self-fulfiliment, they said.

REPORT ON SOVIET JEWRY °

LONDON, April 10 (JTA)--Alexander Feldman, -
who is serving a 3 1/2 year sentence at a Soviet
labor camp has just been released from solitary
-confinement after-55 days, Jewish sources in the
Soviet Union reported yesterday. The sources ~
reported that Israel Zalmanson, serving an eight
year sentence at the Potma labor camp is pres~
ently in solitary confinement, The sources said
his father was so informed by the authorities when
they cancelled a visit to the prisoner scheduled
for April 15,

YThe National Conference on Soviet Jewry re-
ported in New York today that Yuri Pokh, serving -
a threeryear sentence in Berdyansk, was put on a
strict regime for five days because he was unable
to fulfill his work quota. Pokh had just been re-
leased from 2 1/2 months in a hospital. - His par-
ents who had been waiting for several days to vis=
it him at the labor camp were refused permission
to see him, the NCSJ reported. According to the -
NCSJ this is sévere punishment because the num-
ber of visits per year is strictly limited.)

(Another Jewish prisoner, Leonid Zabelishen-
sky. wus hospitalized for a‘brain concussion after
falling from a height of 36 feet, the NCSJ reported.
It also reported that Alexgnder Feldman's ﬂance.
Tutyunu Chernoshovu, was arrested as she was ' .
about toTeave Kiev by train for Moscow. She was
accused of stenllng but was later released and told
it was a mistak 's father was
permission to vlsll his son when he arrived at the -
camp becduse he had complained about camp con= -
dltlons. the NCSJ said.,)

N\



" Lowell, chairman of the National Conferénce on

"+ ‘legislation “‘a realistic and effective formula to

- for Soviet Jews, and the C

. tions were alleviated, there are more than 120,000
. applications which have not been acted upon, and

- procesd, and the economic and social censure to
" whichk Soviet Jews are subjected when they apply

- mination of Soviet Jewish emigration. Lowell as-

- son Amendment since it would not apply tothem.*’|

. DINITZ: WAR IS OBSOLETE
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'SENATE URGED TO APPROVE JACKSON/
MILLS-VANIK AMENDMENTS TO TRADE ACT

WASHINGTON, April 10 (JTA)--Stanley H,

Soviet Jewry, testifying today before the Senate
Finance Committee on the pending’ Trade Reform
Act, expressed:the overwhelming support of the -
Jewish community and its supporters for the
Jackson/Mills-Vanik freedom of emigration pro-
vision, Lowell called the Jackson/Mills-Vanik

employ American economic resources and capa-.
bilities in securing the fundamental and interna-
tionally recognized right to emigrate.”

He pointed out that *‘we are for a genuine de-'
tente, Such a relationship must include the right

sador Simcha Dinitz warned here thdt the Arabs
must learn that war is obsolete as a method of
settling the problems of the Middle East and ex~...
pressed the view that “we are moving from an
.era of confrontation to one of negotiation.’’  The

“Israeli diplomat, who was addressing 1500 guests _

attending the 46th annual Third Seder of the Great-
er New York Histadrut Council, feclared that the
Yom Kippur War *was a reestablishment of Is-
rael’s independence. The Arabs would never have
agreed to negotiations if they believed they could
win, - Israel proved that it is indestructable and
that the Jewish nation, Jewish’ sovereig'nty will
endure in that part of the world.?””

Turning to lsmel’s internal problems, Dinitz
said they would be' snlved in a democratic way,
with no p h all over the world .

and opportunity for people to move freely b
countries. The passage of the Trade Act would
result in overwhelming benefits to the USSR eco- 4
nomically. It is appropriate for us to seek in re-
turn concessions from the Soviet Union in an area
vital to all Americans--that is, human rights!’’
Lowell, appearing in behalf of the National
Conference on Soviet Jewry, the Union of C

is in crisis but lsrael will not purchase stability
at the price of democracy.”

The Third Seder paid a three-fold tribute to
Jewish heroes of the past: the defenders of 'the
Warsaw ghetto, the Israeli defense forcés who
shielded Israel from 1948 to 1973, and the pioneer
labor groups who battled the wilderness to create

4

a new where Jews and Arabs can live in

of C

“ was, ied by Sister Margaret,
Traxler, co-chairwoman of the National Interre-
ligious Task Force on Soviet Jewry,.and by Prof.

Seymour M, Lipset of Harvard University, amemt o4

ber of the executive qomlnlttee ot‘ the Academic
Committee on Sovlet Jewry. -

t Of Jews Cited .’

Lowell took issue with a'statement: by Seére-
tary of State Henry A Kisslnger in'his recent tes.
timony before the same committee, The Secre-
tary had asserted that passage of the.freedom of
emigration legislation would bring about the ter= -

serted that this is *’questionable’” and *“Earried
the danger of becoming a self-fulfilling préphecy’}
In documenting the case for aiding Soviet Jews, °
Lowell outlined the continued harassment of Jews
‘applying to emigrate, He denied the accuracy of
Soviet *‘statistics® that 95 percent of all Soviet
citizens who apply to emigrate are permitted to
do so, pointing out that if this were so “then the
Soviet Union need have no objections to the Jack-

Lowell stressed that there hnd been no funda-

harmony. Aaron L, Solomon, chairman of the
Greater New York Histadrut Council, was host.
Other speakers were Dr. Judah J. Shapiro, presi-
dent of the National Committee for Labor Isrnel.

oftheNCLL . ... ~

. MEMOR!AL SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

ANNOUNCED BY VICTOR CARTER

"LOS ANGELES, April 10 JTA)--A memorial
scholarship program,under which contributions
of $5000 will be used to set up’perpetual scholar~

ships in the names-of Tel Aviv University students
.and faculty members who died in battle, will be et

ammg the initial projects of two new regianal
bodies by '.he i
Friends of Tel Aviv University, "
Victor M, Carter of Los Angeles, president of

the American Friends and chairman of the univer- - -

sity’s international board of governors, said the
new regional groups are in Chicago, where a board
of trustees was formed, with Lawrence Goodman _
as ch and in Philadelphia where a board of
directors was organized with David Cohen as chair-
man, Carter said a New York boud will soon be

‘mental change in the , des-

pite Soviet claims, noting ; the 30 percent slash in
Jewish emigration in the first quarter of thisyean
He stated that, although no one knew exactly how
many Soviet Jews would leave if prevailing condi-

a **hard core’” list of 1600 cases representing re-
penedly denied cases.
Describing in detail the arduous application

to emtgrate. Lowell noted that *‘despite the stig-
the d the arrests and the

threat of imprisonment, and with no certainty on

the part of the appllcunt whether a visa wlll be

- ends March 31, The close 6% vote officially

Carter said that recipients of the scholarships
will be “‘qualified young Israelis, who will carry
forward the promise of academic fulfillment that
was denied their gallant predecessors.’’ He also
said that all scholarship gifts will be made in a
way to assure that the donors will have “no feel-
ing of personal patronage,*’ nor will the next of .

kin of the memorialized casualties know the names
-of donors, “‘thus being spared a sense of individual

obligation or gratitude.’’

* %%

.jERUSALEM [8) TA)--,'I;he Knesset Finance Com-~ :

mittee has' voted retroactive approval of an addi-~
tional IL 800,000 for the President’s personal and -
household budget for the cugrent fiscal year that

issued, appli at an und

rate.””- Lowell cited commonly accepted inter-
national standards on the Right to Leave, as well
as historical precedents for American involve=~
ment, He expreaeed pride “that the Congress is
taking a hip role in upholding the long-
standing American commitment to human rights,
and urged favorable action on the leglslatibn "

NEW YORK, April 10 (JTA)--lsracli Ambas-

to the original IL 1.3 million budget an amount
which President Ephraim Katzir had been accused
of overspending, A new Presidential budget for fis-
cal 1974~75 wlll be taken up by the Knesset after
its Passover recess. The vote followed a pro- . -
longed debate that was sparked by charges in th- -
press last month that Katzir was spending more :
than any of his pred for the fu and
trappings. of his office. The additional expenditures
were approved by the six coalition members of

the committee.

ded







