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2 ISRAELI SOLDIERS, 2 UN OBSERVERS
WOUNDED ON SYRIAN FRONT AS FIERCEST
FIGHTING ERUPTS SINCE OCT. WAR - !

TEL AVIV, March 19 (JTA)--Two Israeli
soldiers and two United Nations observers were
. wounded today as the Syrian front erupted anew
in one of the fiercest artillery and tank-gun bat-
tles since the Yom Kippur War. The casualties
occurred at 9 a.m. local time on the central sec
tion of the front. The UN truce observers were
anemptmg to end the shooting which the Syrians

- had begun at 6:30 a.m. and to which Israeli for-

' ces replied. . Both sides employed heavy and
medium artillery, mortars and cannon, ' Thej
firing subsided at 10:30 a.m. but was resumed. by
the Syrians at 11:20 and at last reports was con~
tinuing.

(A report from Damascus this morning said
the Syrian capital was awakened by the sound of
artillery fire. Two UN.observers and a Syrian
liaison officer were reported wounded on the
Syrian side of the line.)

- the

the Security Council.

EBAN SAYS LIFTING OR REIMPOSING
OF OIL. EMBARGOES WILL NOT AFFECT

ISRAEL'S POLICIES AND PLANS

NEW YORK, March 19 (JTA)--Israeli Foreign
Minister Abba Eban said here today that “‘the
remarks’’ on oil policy have no affect whatever
on Israel’s policies and plans, Eban explained
that Israel’s long-term interests are not going to
be affected by what he termed ‘‘marginal incon-
venience’’ of some industrial countries. Israel -
will follow its own needs regardless of any time-
table set by the Arabs. for lifting or reimposing
oil embargoes, Eban said. He made these re-
marks after he emerged from an 80-minute break-
fast meeting with United Nations Secretary Gen-
eral Kurt Waldheim at Waldheim’s residence. . -

Eban said
he d with on the
Middle East,’”” and the Uni!ed Nations Emergency
Force (UNEF). According to Eban, he also drew.
of

from

ring q

Syrian gunners shelled Israeli p on
. the northern section of the line mitinlly but soon|
extended their fire to.the central section, the
Rafid junction and the Druze village area within
the enclave captured by Israel in the Yom Kip-
pur War. The shooting kept Israeli settlers on
the Golan Heights in their bomb shelters all -’
-~ morning. Golan Heights roads were agalnclosed
tocivilian traffic this morning.
.. "An Israeli mﬂimry spokesman said direct
* hits were scored on Syrian tanks and armored

. vehiclés and that the Syriang were seen evactat- -

ing casualties from the front lines.. Israeli cas~
ualties in the past two days of fighting were two
soldiers dead and five wounded. The fatalities
occurred yesterday.

ISRAEL ACCUSES SYRIA OF A :
PREMEDITATED POLICY OF AGGRESSION
UNITED NATIONS, March 19 (JTA)--Israel
" accused Syria today of a “premeditated policy’’

- of aggression evidenced by the ‘‘continuation and| -
' intensification of Syrian acts of aggression in

of the fire” b March
15-18 and this
. were contained in a letter to Secretary Genera]
Kurt Waldheim from Israel’s UN Ambassador
Yosef Tekoah.
Tekoah charged that Syrian forces had per-
petrated 21 artillery attacks between March 15~
; 18 including one against a civilian community
: and had also carried out one anti-tank missile -
attack and opened small arms fire in one other
- instance. Israel lodged complaints against these;
acts with United Nations. Observer headquarters
Tekoah wrote and the UN observers® reports
have confirmed the Syrian attacks which have re:
sulted in casualties, he said.

He stated further, ““This morning, Syrian ar-|.

tillery bas continued to shell Israeli forces even
after Israel had to proposals made to
both sides by the UN observers for a cease-
fire.” Tekoah asserted that the Syrian armed
attacks “‘confirm once more Syria’s premedi-
“tated palicy of aggression as enunciated by Syr-
“ian leatders in their recent public statements,””

- ' He requested the circulation of his letter as an I
“official document of the General Assembly and -.

¢

lems of Israeli prisoners of war in Syria'and the .
situation of the Jewish community there. Eban,

- ‘'who was accompanied by Israel’s UN Ambassa- .

dor Yosef Tekoah, said that the Israeli goal in'

hind us.”
Reierﬂng to the role of the Soviet Union in
seeking a settlement in the Middle ‘East, Eban

" said fhat the limitations of the Soviet role are -
> stgelf-imposed’® because the USSR doesn't ‘have |

relations with Israel and it does *‘not seek to op-~.

erate in the area between the positions of the par- -

ties’’ but identifies totally with the Arab states, .
He added that if the USSR  wants to change its role .
¢“‘the cure is obvious.” Asked if he agrees with
Egyptian President Anwar Sadat that Nixon’s im~
peachment will be a tragedy to the Middle East,
Eban said “I didn’t hear this question.’*

After his meeting with Eban, Waldheim ex~
pressed concern about the situation on the Geolan
Heights and called on Israel and Syria to observe
the cease-fire orders. (By Yitzhak Rabi)

17 JEWS ARRESTED IN TUNISIA

* . PARIS, March 19 (JTA)--The Tunisian daily’
Al Alam” reported today that several French
and Tunisian Jews have been arrested and charged
with illegal dealings in foreign currencies. The
paper, official publication of the governmental
¢Neo Destur’’ Party said that altogether 10 people
have been arrested, ‘‘most of whom are Jews.’’

The Jewish Telegraphic Agency learned from

. Tunisian Jews now in Paris that contrary to the

Al Alam’’ report 17 Jews have been arrested.
These include bers of such p: Tunis~
ian Jewish families as the Memis, Souyia and
Bokhobzas, Most of those arrested and still de-
tained at the Tunis Central Prison are accused

of having tried to smuggle out foreign currencies.

" Some are charged with transferring moneys to

Israel. According to these sources, five other
Tunisian Jews wanted by the local police have
managed to flee abroad and are jn France.
The 17.were arrested after customs officials
1ast week searched the diplomatic pouch of the ~
South:Korean Embassy in Tunis. The pouch was
found to contain, according to sources, more than

- $1 million as well as documents enumerating peo~

No.55.

once again to the prob<' ',

t

_regard to-Syria is ‘‘to put the military phase be~ "
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" _Friday which was televised nationally by ABC,

" of questions on U.,S,-Soviet detente, none of
< which mentioned the Jewish issue. ‘But Nixon in4

g ple sending money abroad. It ulso included a

.. vene on their’ behalf -Bourguiba, according to o
* these sources, has refused, saying that the case,

. left in Tunisia.

. 4 GONVICTED IN ARSON'CASE o

| court that they had set fire to two Christian re-'

tcode list* of banking accounts in Switzerland
“France-and Israel. !

Families of the arrested men hnve appealed )
to Tunisian President Habib Bourguiba 'to i

was a_‘‘financial criminal incident not related to
the status of the Jewish .community there,’” In
spite of this assurance, a number of Tunis{an’
Jews have already left the country. and haye ap-
"‘plied for permission to settle in France, “The
sources say that more Tunisian Jews plan to
Jeave their homes for either France, the United
States or Israel. There are about 8000 Jews

SENATORS TELL KISSINGER: TRADE
CONCESSIONS TO USSR IF THERE IS AN
ANNUAL EMIGRATION OF 100,000

WASHINGTON, March 19 (JTA)--Sens. Henry
M, Jackson (D,Wash.) and Abraham A Ribicoff
(D.Conn.) have told Secretary of State Henry A,
Kissinger that'they would agree to trade conces-}
sions for the Soviet Union only if Moscow agrees|
_to substantially increase the flow of Jewish and
other emigrants from the USSR and ends the har
assment of those seeking to emigrate.

Those conditions were laid down by the two:
lawmakers; at an unpublicized breakfast meeting
with Kissinger last Friday held at the Secre-
tary’s request - According to one source, the

d an annual gration figure
of | 100, 000 as a condition for Senate approval .of »
-the tariff relief and trade credits sought for the
Soviet. Unjon by the Nixon' Administrahon e

mxon Discusses Soviet Jewry
® " President Nixon sidressed himself

‘orighmlly from New York Pefi Traub, 19, who is
of Chilean nationality; and Shmuel Gedz, 18, of, N
Ashdod.”; The name, of the minor, a male, was not' .
disclosed

‘A fourth. suspect Shimon Zadik, was severely
burned and is still hospitalized. . Two other per--.
sons, one of them aged *42, are awaiting trial'in

with arson at another Chris=

tian institution the same night. * According ‘toto-
day’s confessions, the two women set fire to the
Baptist Center in downtown Jerusalem while: the>
two men and a third-person not yet indicted put:
torch to the Swedish Theological Institution: The
defendants claimed that the institutions.were cen-
ter for missionary activities.

| _PREMIER TO HEAD MINISTERIAL "
COMMITTEE DEALING WITH CONVERSIONS -

J ERUSALI-;M, March 19 (JTA)--Premier Golda
Meir will head the Cabinet committee on conver=
sions that take place abroad, it was announced here
yesterday. The committee was set up under the
coalition agreement to study the “Who is a Jew'”
conversion probléim, consult with Jewish scholars
of all streams of Judaism and suggest a legislative
solution within a year. Other committee members
will be Justice Minister Haim Zadok (Labor), Vic~
tor Shemtov (Mapam), Yosef Burg and Yitzhak
Rafael (National Religious Party), and Gideon
Hausner (Independent Liberal Party). Premier
Meir will also head a new Cabinet committee deal-
ing with social problems. -

DULZIN SAYS ISRAEL'S FlNANClAL
NEEDS CANNOT BE OVERSTATED

NEW YORK, March.19 (JTA)--Leon Dulzin,

| acting chairman of the World Zionist Orgammtion .

and the Jewish Agency, described the magnitude of

tedly to the issue of Sovxet Jewish emigration
durhg aq with a
group of business executiv;es in Chicago last

‘The burden of the President’s remarks on the
subject was that his method of quiet diplomacy -’
had yielded results that could not have been
achieved by pressure from ottgide. *Ihave
learned that it’s much better to have your voice
heard within the Kremlin {han outside,” Nixon
told his audience.

He made that remark in replying to a series

jected it--for the first time during a nationally.

1 d program ng to some sources--
when he said: ‘“‘One of the problems that con-
cerned me has been the fact that many com-
plaints have very properly been made with re-
gard to the treatment of minorities in the Soviet
Union and particularly those of the Jewish faith.

*‘Let me tell you the figures. Before we
started talking to the Soviet in our period of
negotiation, 400 Soviet Jews a‘'year got out. In
the first'year of our talks, 17,000 got out; last
year 35,000 got opt.. Now, they still aren’t doing|
what we would 44 or what we wound want them toj
do, but it’s far better to have the voice of the. |
President of the United States heard from wlth-
in the Kremlin than on the outside.”

JERUSALEM. March 19 (3 TA)--Three you.ngf
adults and one minor were convicted of arson
'today after confessing in a Jerusalem district

igioys institutions here on the night of Feb. 11,

Th

Israel’s 1 needs at a press conference at -
Jewish Agency:headquarters here today. He said’. . *
the “‘current financial needs cannot be overstated.”’
Dulzin reported that Israel’s national budget for
-the fiscal year beginning next month was $8.4 bil- -
lion, compared to about $5 billion Tast year, of .
which $3.5 billion is needed for security, more than
double last year’s defense budget.

Those figures underline the need for.phﬂan-
thropic funds for the absorption of immigrants and
help for some recently arrived olim, Dulzin said.
He noted that 54 percent of Israel's gross national -
product goes back to the national.treasury.. “In .
essence every taxpayer has to give 54¢ of every
dollai earned for taxes of one sort or another to
the Israel government,’’ Dulzin said. ‘‘Perhaps. -
ten percent additional goes mto social security
and local taxes,” he added.

Dulzin said that campaign quotas for the cur~
rent year total $1.250 billion through March, 1975,
of which the United States is being asked to con~
tribute $750 million. "He said pre-campalgn test~
ing indicated that this amount will be raised; Dul-
zin “also noted.that he has just returned from op=. :
ening the fund-raising campaign in Canadg which.
raised $72 million for Israel last year and is con=
fident it can raise as much or more this year,

Latin American D g

-~‘Replying to a question by the Jewish Telegraphlc_
Agency on‘the situation of Jews in Latin America,
Dulzin said, ‘“We have to keep a watchful eye’’ on’
develépments there, He observed that anti-Zion-
ism has'become synonomous, wlt.h ant(-Semmsm
b of the large ized Arab ty in’;
Latin America. He said that Arab pressures wgre
reflected at the:United Nations on some South Am~
erican countries that had'been tradxtmnauy pro-
Israel,

Bear

Feige :I‘eomim, a lQ-yeu-old student




- factor in Dayan’s re-evaluation of his Washing-

1
" :tion from the U,S, here last night, the Defense -
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- In response to another question by the J TA.
Dulzin said he detected noaliénation on the part|,
of American Jews ad'a result of the political "

o tr in Israel foll g the Yom Kippur War
‘He expressed the view t.hat the world Jewish
community was more united than ever before and
urged that this unity be maintained and strength

r.ened.
Dulzin salcl that Israel's vu'tual isolation

from world support during the Yom Kippur War

‘indicated the need for more and better public re4
lations ‘‘to explain and reiterate again and again
the concept that we are not conquerors of Pales~"
tine, that we are not strangers to the land. Our
Palestine tradition goes back to antiquity and

- preceeds that of the Arabs,” Dulzin declared.
“We have not taken land away from the Pales~
tinians or Arabs. Jews are in Israel by right.”
He said, however, that this aspect had been ig~
nored in Zionist propaganda efforts and now -
“must become one of the major aspects of the
presentation of our story to the non-Jews,”

. The government today denied a report by
Maariv’s Washington correspondent that Dayan
had favored a token Israeli pullback from the -
1967 Golan Heights lines that Kissinger sugges-
ted might be accepted as a gesture of good will

by the Syrians.. Maariv claimed that Dayan was
the“only Cabinet minister who supported the idea
and therefore it was dropped. . Today’s communi-
que denied that the Cabinet had ever discussed the

-'subject or that Dayan or any other minister had .

suggested a pullback from the 1967 lines. :
Dayan-told his UJA audience that a final peace
settlément would have to be negotiated with all of

* Israel’s neighbors. He said that Egypt, for exam-~

ple, could not progress to the next stage of nego-
tiations unless Syria made a first step toward,
peace talks. He said that in any event, a settle=
ment would be reached in gradual stages and bé-
tween each stage a new pattern of relations would
evolve between Israel and its neighbors, leading
to the next stage. \
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‘Dulzin said it was a “‘major r ility

.of all Jews, particularly Zionists ‘‘to see to it
that all of our children are raised with an ade-
quate Jewish education,and an adequate Jewish

must include Zionist " he

claimed.

DAYAN MAY NOT GO TO WASHINGTON
. FOR DISENGAGEMENT TALKS UNLESS

2 JERUSALEM, March 19 (JTA)-~Defense Min-]

" ister Moshe Dayan is reconsidering his planned
visit to Washington to convey Israel’s position oy
disengagement ori the Syrian front to Secretary

. of State Henry A, Kissinger, the Jewish Tele-
. graphic Agency-learned tonight from a source
close to the Defense Minister. “If there is no -
mavement he won’t go,” the source said. He
refused, however, to define what was meant by :
“movement” but indicated that the steadily de-
teriorating situation on the Syrian front was'a

* ton mission.’ X
(In Washington, Israeli Foreign Minister
Abba Eban said this afternoon after a one-hour
meeting with Secretary of State Henry A, Kissin{
ger, that Dayan will be coming to Washington
March 29. See Separate story. )
. The Defense Minister was named by thé Cab-)
inet Sunday to be Israel’s chief negotiator in the
disengagement process with Syria, But he was
reported subsequently to have expressed doubts
as to whether the p
CPpr talks in W "' would contribute{
to the progress of dlsengagement
Dayan’s doubts were said to stem from the
fact that while he was invested with authority to
" negotiate substantively, the Syrians might send
‘an envoy without such authority to engage in pre-
liminary talks with Kissinger. In-that case, an-
other Kissinger visit to the Middle East would bg
called for .and no apparent purpose would be

~ (JTA)--An Israeli soldier was killed during a

heavy artillery exchange on the Syrian front this
evening, He was identified as Corporal Eliahu '
Bahbout of Kibbutz Megadim,

DAYAN DUE IN WASHINGTON MARCH 29
WASHINGTON, March 19 (J° TA)~-Foreign Min~

ister Abba Eban of Israel announced here this af~ .

would come to Washington March 29 for talks in
connection with an Israeli-Syrian disengagement

‘accord. Eban made the announceiment in the com-~

pahy of Secretary ¢f State Henry A. Kissinger.
The two spoke to reporters at the State Depart-
ment after a one~hour meetirig, . ‘the last of a

series of - ‘Eban and Kissi

‘thatbeganlastweek

Eban said that Dayan would he “n a positlon ’
to have full di * with Ki regard
ing an agreement with Syria *as we see it. .He
added that the *“di i will be an'imp
contribution to progress already achieved * Kig~—
singer concurred with Eban’s remarks, adding
that Syrian-Israeli disengagement *‘is the prior~
ity item'’ on the Middle East. - He said he was
‘confident’’ that talks will further progress in
that area, -

Eban thanked Dr. Kissinger and his associates
for the ‘‘very comprehensive apport\mity given

me*’ for a of all
Israel. He did not say what problems were. dls-
cussed.  Kissinger said his talks with Eban were
conducted in the spirit of friendship *‘character-:
istic of all of our talks.’’ Replying to reporters’
questions he denied that '.here was any delay in
starting the d 3! He said
he still had no indication of who Syria intended to
send to Washington but that now that he knows
Dayan will be the Israeli representative, ““we will
get in touch with Syria’’ on their representative.
Asked if the Soviet Union was seeking to have
the d ferred to

served by p: ry talks in Wash Day-
an reportedly believes,
Pessimistic About Dise t

“Addressing a United Jewish Appeal delega=-

Minister expressed doubt that a disengagement
accord could be reached with Syrie unless Dam-
scus dropped what he called its extremist and
lr-{etched demands, He said he hoped the Syr=

- “{ans would display & more realistic approach
toward the talks aud !hnt t.hay would indeed taka
- place, -

Geneva, Kissinger replied, ‘‘There is no indica~

. tion of change in plans.’’ Observers here believe

Dayan will confer with Kissinger for 2-3 days and
that a Syrian delegate will arrive in Washington
for similar discussions after Dayan leaves. But
it is generally expected that-Kissinger will visit
the Middle East again sometime next month,

Late this afternoon Eban was to meet with
members of the Senate Foreign Relations Com~

. mittee, Committee chairman J; Willlam Ful-

bx;lght (D.Azk.) w(ll not be there because he is
tgning ior re-electl (By Jouph
_Polu.koff)

‘ternoon that Israeli Defense Minister Moshe Dayan







