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i LABOR ALIGNMENT DROPS SIX SEATS, LIKUD SHOWS. GAIN OF SIX-SEVEN SEATS IN KNESSET
- R - By David Landau, JTA Jerusalem Burenu Chief . R - .

JERUSALEM Jan 1 (J TA)--With less than half of the 'general vote counted and the Army vute
still unknown, Premier Golda Meir’s Labor Alignment appeared today to have lost some six seats
in the Knesset against a gain of 6-7 seats for the non~Labor opposition alignment; Likud, ‘That
was the outcome of the-eighth Knesset elections predicted by experts on the basis of computer pro-<

_'jections and amalyses of the available returns. The official vote may not be known until Sunday or
.- later. ‘Unless the Army vote upsets the prévailing trend, Mrs: Meir’s party will probably emerge
* with 50 seats in the new Knesset against 56 in the old; the Likud bloc will have 39 seats against
w its previous 32; and the National Religious Party ‘will remin about the same,proba‘bly with 12
\ " -seats, although e&rly returns indicated that'it’may have lost one seat.

The,other member of Premier Meir’s old coalition, the Independent Liberals headed by
o " 'Moshe Kol, seems to have picked up a seat, giving them five in the new Knesset against four in the
- ¢ old.-Thepr Rakah C appear to.have added one seat to their previous three,
Tt The new Moked bloc, comprising pro-Zionist Maki C ists and non-Ct leftist intel-
. ¢ - lectuals scored only one seat which-is what Maki held in the old Knesset. The soldiers’ vote could
' . " possibly give it an additional seat. Mrs. Shulamit Aloni, who defected from the Labor Rarty to .
: form her own independent Civil mghts List, appears to have won two seats, better than expected.
The ultra-Orthodox Aguda-Poalei Aguda bloc, running on a single ticket, lost one of their six
. seats. .The 1. parti 1d and fared poorly and none of them, according to early re-
turns, appears to have attained the one percent of the vote required. for a Knesset seat, But, . A
/ agaln, the A.rmy vote could conceivably-pull oné or more of thein over.the top. -

[ . According to the first returns, losers include Uri Avneri, the flamboyant editor of Hacl .
‘ Hazeh magazine and his one-time associate and now bitter foe, Shalom Cohen. Avneri ran on the. ?
Meri list, a small coalition of leftist peace advocates which failed to gain one percent of the vote,
° Cohen headed the Black Panthers, a loose coalition of slum dwellers of Oriental extraction. Seve= ..
ral other Oriental (Sephardic) splinter lists, all bitter rivals, managed to defeat one anothér with~
: ' .out gaining a single'seat. The Blue-and-White Panthers also failed to make the Knesset nor, it
/ ' seems, did Dr. Avner Sciaky, a defector from the National Religious Party, win the minimum vote ! B
for his independent list. Another probable loser-is Rabbi Meir Kahane whose militant Jewish De-~ """
fense League was thoroughly disliked and distrusted by both government and opposltion voters as
‘a menkce to Arab=Jewish harmony. . B -

\ - Yesterday’s turn=out of voters was higher tha.n XP d ! ing the electi eve polls
© . which -of the ded. It was estlmated that more than
- percent of the ellglble voters hid cagt ballots by the time’ civilian polls closed at 11 p.m. Army -
pnlls stayed apen until midnight and in some ¢ases probably longer. A final tally of the Army vote
is/not expected for another 4-5 days. As of this morning, the Arab vote was largely unknown. -
Israeli Arabs présented two pro-Labor and one-pro-Likud list and one independent list, Buta =~
significant. number of Arabs appear to have voted for the Rakah Communists which may account for
« - their'apparent gain of one seat. The Arab vote for Rakah appears to have.been at the expenae of - :
Labor, . . - - X

- : The poor showlng of the Aguda bloc was attributed to the ubjection of many ultra-Orthodox
‘voters to the shaky marriag® between Aguda’ Israel and Poalei Aguda Israel. In the religious town-
‘ship of Bpei Brak many voters marked ballots with the letter gimmel for Aguda Israel instead of ™ |
the letters gimmel-dalet for the combined list. At Poalei Aguda kibhutzim, voters did the opposite. \
, In all cases, those ballots were voided. . The Moked list, headed by Meir Payil, made small but  ©
important gnln§ among the major kibbutz movements affiliated with the various Labor factions and 3
am: .In Mapam kibbutzim-~-the Kibbutz Haartzi movement-~Moked scored as much as seven -
ent of the vote which is regarded as a protest ’s d affiliation with Mrs.
Meir’s Labor Alignment. Moked won 2.7 percent in Kibbutz Meuchad (Achdut Avoda) kibbutzim h
P un\):i percent in kibbutzlm affilisted with Mapai (Ichud Havutzot Veﬂnklhbutzim) - PR
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LIKUD IN SMASHING TEL AVIV VICTORY; KOLLEK LOSES MAJORITY IN JERUSALEM cotmcn. E
By Yitzhak Shagil (Tel Aviv), Gil Sedan-(Jeruselem) — , -

Jan, 1 (JTA)--First returns in Igrael’s municipal el h d Likud ,]
a smashing upset victory in Tel Aviv, a Labor’s tron@old for 16 yenrs, Mayor Teddy Kollek ahom o

. ‘of his 16 seat majority in the Jerusalem city council'and hard pressed to form a new coalition;

& - and former Labor Minister Simuel Almogi sweeping the Haifa mayoralty race with a 58 percent

; e majority in What was viewed as a personal triumph rather than one for the Labor Party. In Tel : :
& . Aviv, the nation’s largest urban center, the Likud candidate, Res. Gén. Shlomo Lahat, popularly o s
Yol known as Tzitz"’,led his party to win 14 ‘seats in the Slamember city. ouncil-against 11 seats for.

the Labor Party ticket headed by bent Mayor Yeh But.unless the till un~ 3
. counted %oldim’ vote adds to Likud’c geats, Rabinowitz ‘could remain l.n office if he'is able to S

. =~ utnbuslN\ coalition with the Independent Liberals and I{nﬂml Religious, Party which won two
(RIS selta each. and wlth the’ Aguda Israel whioh retained its single seat Such an AHgnment would &lve
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P hirh a 16-14' wox'k'mg mdjori'ty Lahat - was'
.+ i elated by hisstrong showing but refused to~
. day to discuss the possibility of setting up
" ..a new coalition with'himself as mayor.
Apparently he wants to wait for the;soldiers’
| - vote which could give him a clear ‘majority.
. Failing that; however, he could form a coali-
% 'tion with the Independent Liberals which :
would give him a 16-13 majority over a pos-
“sitble Labor-NRP combination.
"The unexpected setback for Knllek who
.was running for'a third term was attributed
to the failure of most East Jerusalem Arnbs’
s to go to the polls. When the polls,closed at -
: .47 11 p.m. last night,; no more than 5,000 or
‘ © - -12 percent of the 43,000 eligible voters in
: East Jerusalem had cast ballots. - In the last
municipal elections in 1969, 7,800 Arabs
or 22 percent of the then 35,000 elizible
voters went to the polls. The East Jerusa=- ..
~ lemites had been a bastionof Kollek’s

B

yesterday were insufficient for even one .-
extra seat in the city council.
*  The poor Arab turn-out, despite per-

. -fect weather and intensive efforts by all
partles to bring out the vote, was attrlbuted
in large measure to fear of retaliation’ by
Palestinian activists, The présence of -
television cameras at the polling stations in
East Jerusalem apparently scared- off many
potentxal voters--former citizens of Jordan
‘who would be filmed castmg ballots ln an”

‘. Israeli election.- .

__Kollek, who had headed a wall-to-wall
~Goalition which he.dominated with his Labor -
majority, will now be forced to make sub-

" stantial concessions to the minority reli-
gious parties in order to establish a govern-
ing bloc. The NRP increased its seats from
three to four. The Torah Religious Front,
headed by Agudist Rabbi Menachem Porush,
“lost one seat. The Likud, Kollek’s chief op~
ponent, gained one seat and now holds seven.
Two one-man factions<-the Independent
Liberals and the Merchants’ List--each won -

. - a single cou.ncil seat, While the final resnlts

TR0 |

tial changes -are expected.
Almogi Wins Smashing Victory :

In Haifa, the third of Isriel’s major
cities; Almogi received 13 percent more
votes than his party-received in the Knesset
balloting.' As a former political disciple of

" “the late Mayor Abba Houshi whose strong
hand has been sorely missed, Almogi en-
joyed immense popularity among the Haifa-
electorate,” The city has lagged behind Tel
Aviv and, Jerusalem in recent years.

Its importance as the nation’s la.rgest
seapurt declined.with the opening of the new -
port at Asbdod. New construction has been
'minimal and the Hadar husiness district is
the same as it was 20 years ago. While

" tourist hotels have proliferated in Tel Aviv
and Jerusnlenn;‘ only orie luxury hotel has gone

Tup ‘'on’the- famied Carmel, The city also

suffers a:severe pollution problem from.the
adjacent Haifa Bay industrial area of stee’l
mills and oil refineries. -

i Clearly, local issues outwe{ghad nati=
..,onal ones in the-municipal contests, not only
in Haifa but in oftibr cities-and towns, The
v result was that'in some Labor strongholds;

- Likudrprevailed, ‘and.in Likud, strongholds,:

£
on-the ters’-vote;-no

strength. But the 4,500 votes they gave him .

‘| Movement (néw, headed

e known some Mme tomnu'ow.‘

. howev'ex_'-_,fwonln"sn;aéhin'g’ victory in Ramat Gan, an

affluent suburb of Tel Aviv'where it had previously
been the dominant party.. Dr, Israel Peled, the Likud.
candidate, won 11 seats in the town council against
five for Labor candidate Res. Col. Gershon Rivlin;

- .-, ‘Labor took over from a previous 'Likud majo=
\rity
.| and Rehovot retained their seats as did Labor in-

*in Ashkelon, ®Likud ir in' Ashdod, Hadera

cumhents in tradxtionally Labor towns,

21 PARTIES. COMPETED FOR SEATS

: JERUSALEM Jan 1 (JTA)--Following is a list
of the 21 parties competing for seats in the Eighth
Knesset, their Hebrew, symbols and the number of -
seats they won in the 1969 electjons.’ .
' . §Labor-Mapam Alignment (previous elections--sﬁ).
Likud. (32), comprising.Gahal (26), State List (4), Free
Center (2) and the Greater Israel Movement (new);
National Religious Party (12); Agudath Israel, Poalei
Agudat Yisrael (6); Independent Liberals (4); Rakah--'
New Communists (3). Progress and Development (2),

affiliated 1 Atabs and Druse.
Cooperation and Brotherhood (2), Alignment
affiliated Christian and Moslem Arabs; Moked (1),
comprising the Maki Communists and the recently
formed Blue-Red List; Meri (2), headed by Knesseter
Uri Avneri; Black Panthers--Israel«Dé (new-~
headed by, Shalum Cohen, formerly a Meri Knesseter,
broke away after quarrel with Avneri); Panther Blueg
White (new, headed by Eddy Malca, iormerly of the
original Black Panthers, broke off); Citizens Rights
ulamit Aloni, a former - .
Labor member); The League (new-~founded by the
Jewish Defense League).

Social Equality Movement (new--headed by
Knesseter Avner Sciaky, formerly of the NRP; Revolu-
tion Socialist List (new, headed by Rami Livneh, now? .
serving a jail term for security offences); Arab List .
of Bedouin and-villagers (new); Popular Movement
(new), Israel Arad List (new, Likud-affiliated); Ain
(new); and Yememte
Ljst (new)»w—« e v

SOLDIERS VOTE UNDER VARYING COND!TIONS

TEL AVIV, Jan 1 (JTA)--From Mount Hermon
in Syria to the West Bank of the Suex Canal, soldiers
voted yesterday in Army units spread along the cekse
fire lines, - Mild weather prevailed except in the north.
But a snow storm in the Golan Helghts presented no
serious obstacle to the mobile polling stations moving
swiftly from unitfto unit, from fortification to fortifi~
cathn and from remote position to remote position.
No soldier was deprived of°the opportunity to vote.

- . Ballots were cast inythe shade of a tank, while
others under the camouflaged field guns, on dirt roads,
on sand dunes or on rocky terrain. Soldiers voted,:

“Ytheir weapons put aside for a-moment, and then re-

furned to their posts.” By midnight almost all units had
completed voting and the’polls were sent by gea, air
and land to the Knessét in Jerusalem where the-check<
ing and counting will be made,
‘A few units will complete their voting today.
The voting went smoothly, There ‘were no-untoward
incidents although in some areas voting took place With- -
in the sound of gunfifé. Bit this did not interfere with
the voting:
The final results of theusoldlers’ vote will nat *
be known until next week because the process of
counting them takes longer than civilian votes. All .

| ballots cast by soldiers must be checked against

their records or- other data to confirm:their ldenﬁty' i

cess because they. are double-wrapped.in.twg enve=
Topes. ¢The final regults of the,civilian vote shou!d

- Labor candidates emerged victorigus Likud,

RS

Opening the sold{ers’ ballots is alse a labgrious pro- RS
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“LABOR PARTY SUBDUED; LIKUD HAPPY
WITH RESULTS OF ELECTION RETURNS

U TEL' AVIV, Jan. 1, (JTA)--The sigﬂﬁ-

_‘cance of the first electign returns was res

- flected today in thé moods that prevailed at -
the headquarters of the two major contes<
tants-~Labor and Likud. ‘The atmosphére at’
Labor headquarters was subdued. But Pre= -
mier Golda Meir and her ranking ministers

- who'watched the returns on television were
apparently braced for‘their party’s losses--
although the dropping of six Knesset seats'
was clearly more than they would have liked-~
and confident that they could still form a vi=
able coalition government.

At Likud headquarters, the feeling was ,
generally one of satisfaction but hardly a vic-
_tory atmosphere. Likud gppeared to have
picked up seven seats and may have-'as many
as 40 in the next Knesset-~a formidable oppo~
sltion but hot enough to end 25 years of Labor

Mrs Meir who sat through the returris
. chnin g and expr 1 , was visibly
irritated when Avraham Offer, head of the
Labor Alignment’s Knesset faction, told a tele~
vision interviewer that the results so far were
so indecisive that a new election may be called |
for. “Who told him to-say that?”’ the Premier
‘ 'shouted. -Later, on her instructions, Labor
Party Secretary General Aharon Yadlin ap-
" peared on television to declare that Labor
regarded the election results as a clear inan-
date from the public to establish a new gov-
ernment based on the party’s platform. *‘We
shall do everything we can to come to terms‘, .
-with our partners in the previous coalition,"
he said, a reference to the National Religious
Party and t.he Indépendent Liberals. "

No Histonc Change Seen

__._Yadlin insisted that f.he e]ectlon results -
represented no historic.c . “Even if
-Likud wins 40 seats in the Knesset, it would
still have only one-third,’” he said. He admitted
that Labor’s strength declined but said that
had been expected, and declared. “There is
a sound basis for setting up a*stable govem- ’

" ment and no need for new elections.’’ - He said

Jis party’s task was to establish a new.Cabi--

-“net under Premier Meir as quickly as possi-
ble. The Labor Party leadership was clearly
unhappy, howevér, over its upset defeat in the

Tel Aviv municipal eléctions which placed the

continued rulg of Mayor Yehoshua Rabinowitz

in doubt,

Likud leaders were bouyed by their sub- .
* stantial gains despite being branded the
“‘war party” by.their opponents. According
to Menachem Beigin, leader.of Likud’s Herut
wing, the election results denied a mandate
to those who he said would “‘repartition’?
Israel,’ ‘‘There isaclearmajority for those
who wish to retain our rights in the western
part of Palestine’’ (West Bank) he said;

'~ ”He referred to 38-40 Likud seats.plus
“*17: reli'gious party seats in addmon to
Laborites opposed to returning the Judaea~_ o
Samaria region to the Arabs.’” But Beigin_,
was obvlously overestlmating the strength
of the {/no returri?’ factios The NRP will
have no more than 12 seats and the Aguda
‘bloc; which appears to have lost one of its Eix
seats, is pot ‘bound, as is the. NRP; Qo the -

i

+# SiGreater Israel’’ borders.
Beigin added, and probably correqtly.
that with hér margin.in the Knesset reduced

‘| (¥itzhak Shargil). -

* .| Jerusalem.

e considered halachically proven as-dead, it pro~
. |nounces him officially dead, and his widow may

- {would be left unclosed, md that all the aguna prob-

duced horders: Elimelech Rimalt and Shmuel
Tamir, leaders of Likud’s' Liberal and, Free Center '
factions, tespectwely. ohserved that while. halving

the. Knesset gap hetween Labor:and, Likud was'a ...
‘great achievement, it fell shart of a Likud victory

R
ELIGXBLE VOTEBS’INGREASED BY-16%:
JERUSALEM Jan, 1'(JTA)- The number of

eligible voters for the new Knesset was slightly .
more than two million, an increase of 15 percent

IR

set elections in 1969. Some 17 percent of the ad-¢

-’|'ditional 290,000 eligible voters-live in the large

three cities. The largest addition in voters is in
Jerusalem, where there has been a considerable

'| increase in population since the last elections.

Some 1.8 million were eligible voters for the muni-
cipalities elections.” About-109,000 could not vote
for the Knesset because they were not Israeli citi~
zens, They mcl‘uded 43,000 inhabitants of East

HUNGA.RIAN JEWISH COMMUNITY MARKS . .
25TH ANNIVERSARY OF AGREEMENT
BETWEEN ITSELF AND THE GOVERNMENT *

BUDAPEST Jan. 1 (JTA)-=The 25th annive‘r~
sary of the written agreement between the Jewish -
hevmmunity and the government was officially de- -
clared as a'Jewish commémoration day during a
solemn meeting df the Jewish community. During -
the rheeting, the deputy: leader of the Hungarian -
office for church affairs, Istvan Ballo, addressed
the gathering. He recalled how 25 years ago .the

rights as the Christian churches.  He said Hungari-
an Jews had always fulfilled their role as. respon=
sible cmzens and w-mingly carried out thefr civic
duties. ©

: ‘Geza Seifert, chairman of the Jegish communi~
ty, also addressed the group. 'He said that contrary

| to what some Western peoples believe, the Declar- .

|ation of the Rights of Man-is respected in Hungary

as di trated by the agr signed 25 years

ago recognizing the separation of church and state.

“Seifert aléo commented on the Middle East
conflict. According to oberservers here, it was the

“|first time a Jewish leader offered an oplnion on the

Mideast in the presence of govérnment officials..
Seifert said he welcomed the cease-fire set,up by
the United States and the Soviet Union and expressed
‘confidence in the Geneva Arab-Israeli peace

talks and hoped they, would  bring peace to the Mid=
east,

RABBI YOSEF HOPES WAR WILL
NOT LEAVE ANY ‘AGUNOT"

.~ JERUSALEM, Jan, 1 (JTA)- -Sephardic Chi
Rabbi Ovadia Yosef said he hoped the Yom Kippur -
War would leave no ‘agunot’--women whose hus=
bands are missing and may therefore not remar.
under Jewish religious law. The Chief Rabbi dis-
closed that two th he ated the establish
ment of a special rabbinié court to deal with war
agunot, He heads the bet din, its other members -
arg‘Army. Chief Clmplain Mnrdeclmi Firon a.ud his .
députy, Gad-Navon.

This.court examines the ﬂle of each missing -
soldier and when it is duly satisﬂed that he can be

marry again. The court meets twice weekly. The
army dges nof pronounce any soldier dead until
thg army chaplaincy” coficur's ‘halachic ly in the®
pronouncement, . Rabbi YoBef said he hoped no filé

lems would be solved, < .

\rf

‘'om 56.to 50 seats, Premter Meir- would not”.

dare to seek Rakah Communist s‘uppo!‘t far re~ e

compared to the eligible voters to the previous Knes- -

government granted the Jewish community the same ., i
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