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ELECTION ANALYSIS: "LABOR’ MAY NOW BE DEPENDENT:ON ThE NRP'IF. IT WISHES *
;7 TO FORM-ANOTHER GOVERNMENT COALITION WITHOUT THE INCLUSION OF LIKU’D
S By Dav-ld Lnndau, JTA Jerusnlem Bureau Chief

ERUSALEM,- Jan. 1@ TA) - A relative\!y small drop for Labor, a relatlvely minor 1ncrense
for Li ~-and the upshot 18 enormously jncreased political power for the National Religious Party
“which neither dfopped nor increased but maintained its 12 Knesset seats. Such are the vagaries of |
JIsrael’s multi-party politics that this peculiar sounding assessment is infact the basic outcome of
Monday's national election. In simple terms, the Labor Alignment will probably (final results are -
not known yet and things; my sﬂll change) be dependent upon the NRP to an unpteced ted extent if
it wishes to form another’ guvernment coalition without the inclusion of kaud A

Or—-looked at from another angle-~Labor will probably not be able to form a majority coali-
tion relying only on the Independent Liberals; the Arab pro-Labor affiliates, and Shulamit Aloni’'s
Civil Rights List. Such a coalition would not.top 60 seats--or would only just top 60, making it un-
safe and unstable. With the NRP too, on the other hand,- -Labor would have a comfortahle 70-plus
and would command a strong government and be ablé to face the enhanced Likud upposltion. A -
gredt deal, then, will hinge upon the.NRP’s ‘position in the horsetrading which will now begin with
¢ the aim of g the new gov it. Labor itself seems divided as to its evaluationof
3 NRP’s likely pose, While the. Labor Party Avraham Offer spoke on
E TV of the likelihood of new €lections soon because, in his. vlew, Labor had not been given a strong
enqugh-mandate, the party’s  Secretary-General, Aharon Yadlin, sounded confident that Labor wuuld
be"nble to continue in hamess with the NRP, the ILP and Slmlamlt Aloni. -

T Clenrly. at any rate, Labor is going to try to re~form the’ present coaliﬂun Clearlg. too, :
the bnrgn.lningwithNRPyulbe than ever: of the néw b of power, and also
because of NRP’s declared hxwklsh policies on the West Bank territorial issue. The NRP is com=
mitted to the electorate not to join a government whose policy is to redivide western Palestine-~
in other words to return some of the West Bank to the Arahs .Religious and historical t:onslden—
tions play the major part {n this NRP position B

Can Labor woo NRP to its corner? That key ¢ stion depend on many fa y Dneofthem

. is the personality factor: Who is to be the real Labor leadership and who the NRP leadership?
: . The religious party is much closer on the issues of to Defe Minister

it~ Moshe Dayan and Premier Golda Meir than to the newly-stmng Labor doves led by Finance Mini- .
* " 'ster Pinhas Sapir, Deputy. Premier Yigal Allon and Foreign Minister Abba Eban, Which Labor
: team will emerge now as the real guiding force within Labor and the real _spokesman of its policies?
N ' This itself is- ly bound up with the election results--and with Labor’s reinforced
. depmdency on NRP," If Labor had triumphed inthe polls, there is little doubt that it would have .
- shifted further to the jeft and perhaps even forced.Dayan out, As it is, though, Labor needs Dayan- -
and his ex-Rafites irf order to keep abave water. Hence Dtyan, because of Labor’s d’rop in the
. polls, would seem to hdve emerged with his position ingide the:party sttengthened

. This is pnrtlcuhrly the case when it 18 borne in mlnd that the vuloua Left-of-Labor fringe. .
Tl gruup peace partles did nnt put up much of a showing, The doves in Labor can hardly claim that *
R rated a signifi swing to the minimalist policies of the doves inside and
P outalde the Labor party. Assuming then that the Dayan-Golda camp in Labor is strengthered by
o .the party’s weakening, and that this Hne will continue to guide Labor, will NRP allow itself to be
. - wooed into.a coalition under this leadership? Ot' course, NRP would ask-and receive a helvy price
HEY lnterms of ri ";' a ti etc., etc. .

K Usunlly, ‘that is enough, but this time it may not be--becnu.se NRP itself is by no means unlhed
. ‘and there are hawkish pressures within that party which 33 1y push the 1
N ‘s harder and harder ine on the territorial question.- Dr, Yosef Burg and Mlchnel Hazani, the
. present NRP leaders, might well wishi to compromise with Labor and reform the traditional coali~
tion. They might seek to accept Labor’s formulations the West Bank such as: the Jordan ' *

ish settlemeits in hisoric areas and military gecurity with rily seeking political
sovereignty over the whole West Bank. The NRP’s internal “‘opposition,’” Dr, Yitzhak Rafael’s
young faction-led by Zevulun' Hammer and Yehuda Ben-Meir, might very we].l spurn all such com=~
.- promise and inalst ﬁmt the NRP as a whole remain firm in its pre-electlon demand for a “nati~
- onal *? to embrace Likud, too, i :
The NRP’s . adiat t-electi tat it apattfmm bviot tisfacti that the
party retained its strength; udoptéd a hud line with Burg camng for a national emergency coali~.
.. tion, “Ex-Raft Mtnister Shimon Peres eu'ly this t the hectic days and
‘weeks ahead when he predicted “‘great difficulties’ for Labor in setﬁng up a coalition this time.
‘But he hoped it would be possible, and it-was clear that Labor’s first move would be to attempt it. .
Mrs. Meir ls bitterly opposed tdamntlonal\qnlty Cabtnet which she- feels would be hopelessly pm-
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River as the “‘security border*’, or a federation of confege! gned tq include Jew- . . :
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. 2 lyzed at Geneva and would inevltahly result in the conference failing to achieva anyt.hing ‘One fu:-
ot ther point: ‘Yadlin clearly ruled’ out today the possibﬂitﬁ of bringing Moked or.any of; the ‘other -

; far-left'groups into the coalition, Moked\will eertainly have one Knesset seat and perhdps two,

and possibly: some other leﬁist llst mxght attam the one percent minimum--but Labor. does not

wanteorelyonthem‘v. : N e Qo
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YISRA.ELI ELECTIONS WEIGH HEAVILY OVER GENEVA CONFERENOE e
By Edwln Eytan, JTA Eu.ropean Bureau hief L »

‘GENEVA, Jan 1 (JTA)--The Ietaeli elections loom over. the Geneva, conference Thepoliticu.l o
- talks at 1 or even amb ial level have been adjourned til the second half of January A
\‘and the military negotiators discuss, according to their own iy inciples’’ more than -~ !
concrete dleeng;gement means, All the delégations still present in Geneva, ma.inly middle echelon :
officials, realize that nothing serious can ‘happen and no break-through can be achjeved till the i
_‘ - electima are over and a new government'’is formed. : i i

Itisa strange ‘sight to see the ofﬂces of the Egyptia.n delegaﬁon here, stteym with Israeli
foreign language publications as officials and newsmen follow the latest Israeli electoral develop~
ments, On most desks at the Egyptian delegation one can see coples of French and Engllsh-laraeli
dailies as well as cuttings from the wire services reporting Israeli el 1 pr ‘ et

. and returns. Egyptian talk vhat like their Israeli counterparts about the . i

. ".chances of the Likud and the number of sea!s the ““Maarakh’’ Alignmert might lose. Some of them

question Israeli olleagues about the influence of the ““Tel Aviv Gush’’, the weight of Deputy -
Premier Yigal Allon within Mapai inner- clreles and, M h Beigin’s ch to join a
caoalition govemment . - . S - R

ot

e Even the Rusﬁans seem to’ follow. thaugh with a certain naxvety. Israeli tnterna.l politics .
e Russians seem st d about Israel’s political sys and Soviet here .
persistently ask about the. chances -for a “‘left bloc’’ victory which would bring to power Rakah w0t
(the pr Israeli Ci Party) and other small left-wlng groups such as Moked and’ B
. the Matzpen group. Most Soviet newsmen and, officials at the Geneva Conference seem to hold their
» . knowledge about Israel’s political life from a couple of Soviet official publications dealing with ﬂ:e
Middle East. To many observers it seems as if the Russians are the victlms of. theh- own propn i
‘ganda, . < . R K T T
« Even the Americans follow t.he elections but seem to base their knowledge on professional
reports.  The American delegation receives a daily analysis of electoral developments from its
Tel Aviv Embassy and from the State Department in Washington. Many of the American officials
also have'a first hand imowledge of Israel and’the Middle East, having sexved or visited the area
at one point or other of their career. Obviously the Israelis have a double interest in the elegtions:
- first, as participants in their country’s life and future; and secondly, realizing as delegates:that .
~o.._all talks and disciussions in Geneva can only deal with generalities and “pﬂnciples" till the forma=~
tion of the new gov t and the p g of its broad political lines.- . X
* e
o The Egyptians seem well aware of this handicap and last Friday agreed to hold the next
i meeting of the military del only in the aft of Jan. 2 when the electoral results will
" be in.- Shortly before leaving Geneva, Egyptian Foreign Minister Ismail Fahmy met for over . N
- two hour's with’ deputy head of; the Soviet Delegation, Ambassador Vladimir Vinogradov.: Ac~
cordlng to tian sources here, "the Soviet diplomat advised the Egyptians to show *‘patience g :
‘ and realism” till after the Israeli _election and not press for a decision on thé disengagement issue 3
-till then. He reportedly told Fahmy that it would be useless for the Egyptians to press for a" . §
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solution as nnt.hlng can be done before\At the same time he promised a clean-cut Soyiet inter~
veiition should the issue not be solved by the middle of Jan. He did not' spee1fy whether the Sov-let ¥

. intervention woyld be direct or would work tbrough Washmgton A ]

Eypﬂan circles here say that as from the next meeting, tomorrow. the Egyptian delega— I !

_tion will step up its pressure.” Though ‘the talks deal officially with military matters “disengage-,
ment and the separation of forces’” along the Suez Canal, .the Egyptians plan to turn this issue Y
into a political one. The Egyptian thesis is-that x: ls all pa.rt of. Resolutlon 338 which, in turn, :
has been voted by the Security Council. vnth‘n the.{F of 242, For the Egyptians,
disengagément is synony with withi . The Israeli delegation in Geneva, consisting of
- Maj. Gen. Mordechai Gur, Col. Dov Sion and Foreign Ministry aide David Ramiit; Will probably . -
“receive new instructions £rom Israel’s next govemment Should the Israeli political situation ‘

remain basically unch d after the -the d ion is ted to ask for Egyptian '
concessions on the basls of reciprocuy L . : s S i ;"
. : . Lo B

by

plenary conference, indicated at the time that Israel will probably ask as a first step for-the fol~
- Egyptian concessions: The demtlitirlzpt{on of the Sinai or at least of the territories from
which Israel will withdraw-as well as ,a limitation of Egyptian troops on the Eastgrn Bank of the
/. Canal; the reopeni.ng of the Suez Qaml to the international shipping with ¢learance work to start ., =
at'the earliest; and i} of the abandoned Egyptian ‘‘ghost’’ cities along the canal, such - G
as Suez and Port Said, “The Israelis seem to think that these last two points would prevent, or. .~ - - P
__at least complicate, new. Egyptia‘n attacks across the Canal entamng major. human and finanetal o YT
risks: Meanwhilé Israeli and Egypttan offigers meet at the Palais des Nations. Th#s week thlngs el
'wlll, ly return to ﬂstherea.l _“_‘f wulsta.rt S ER i

i | Israel ofﬁcialswho were in Geneva with Foreign Mimster Abba Eban at the time of the . - § 5 g\ i
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