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————GENEVA; Dec: 18 (J TA)'-tIstaelif\ﬁﬁic ial-¢ircles-said-here today that the Syrian\decisiun not-to. :
/. attend the Geneva pedce talks will not effect Israel’s own presence. These circles said that Israew
Foreign-M er-Abba-Ebdnwi r arrive in Geneva.Thursday.a 2 talka -
day morning if the Egyptian delegation shows up. The Israelis said, however, that Istael had still
. not received this afternoon the official invitation to attend the talks though they expect UN Secretary
- General Kurt Waldheim to hand it over later tonight to'thé Israeli delegation in New York. (See
separate UN story’). = - ) : : e :
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- The Egyptian delegation here said that under current plans E'gyptl'aﬁ Foreigx': ist:
=—TFahmi-is-expected-here4tomor :
___expect to atten B :
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dine with Gromyko toir
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... American sources say that should the conference take place, which some doubt _now after Syria’s. " -
.~ refusal to attend the talks, Kissinger may meet Fahmi late Thursday. night and have a working break~
~ fast'with Eban Friday morning before the official opening. -Egyptian officials here privately express

confidence that the conference will open as planned and that after-its one day official session will be .

continued at the level of experts.  The main igsue they would like to discuss is the disengagement of . ..

‘forces. on the-Suez Canal.' Some Egyptians say that Kissinger has given them assurances that an ’

agreement on this issue will be reached before:th d ,f}]g»g_aplﬂe 1 enablin .disengage their. ..~
< Third Army, - BEE S S s T NEE

Deé’:'. 21, the shortest day of the year, will reportedly be devoted to generalities. - Immediately after
this ceremonial’ opening, the conference will suspend. its activities-and:relsume them only inid-Jan- :

- 'uary after-the Israeli-elections-and'the formation of a _nhew government,—In-the-interim; nonofficial -
representatives of the four délegations will:probably continue to meet to-work technical arrange~—

ments and reach agreement o the conference machinery. It is generally believed that three main_: -

-, 'sub=commissions will be set up o0 examine the ““consistency’’-of peacé: the implementation of Res=~
- olution 242 and the digengagement of Israeli and Egyptidn forces in the Canal zone, . ;
Even before starting, however, the conference has had positive effects. For the first time in the
——tormented-history of-the Middle-East;-Israelis-and-Arabs-have-met-face—tofac:
sometimes even professionally cooperated. The prot:

g ‘are not official delegates butthe doz- .
~ens of Istaeli and Arab newsmen already in Geneva, Fer the first time, Arab and Israeli newsmen ™
share the same tables in the press room cafeteria and exchange information and comments. - An.
~— Egyptian reporter told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency correspondent “things have definitely changed,
.+ -1t 18 logical that if our official delegates will ' meet'in a, few days, reporters can dp so also.” Per~

:sonal relations and even pérsonal affinities have rapidly developed among the Israeli and Arab press )
corps and have helped. to drastically alter the mutual fears and suspicions. But a big shadow still
~--~looms: over-the conference and officials fear that, till.the last moment a hitch could develop wrecking

the first serious attempt yet made to bring a solution to the passions, hatreds and

inthe Middle East for 25 years, = ..

" CABINET ANNOUNCES GENEVA DELEGATION

s and fears accumulated

1.5, REACTION. TO SYRIA’S BOYCOTT OF

JERUSALEM, Dec. 18 (JTA)-~The Cabinet
met this afternoon~~the third time this week-~to
finalize details for the Geneva conference and

_-hear from Foreign Minis| bbi Eban the ut~
“line of his speech to the o g session. After
the meeting it was annouriced that Premier Goldd
Melr-would deliver a-political statement Thurg=-
day morning to the Knesset on Israel’s decision
to take part in the conference, The Premier is

_ then expected to outline the talks with Secretary

of State Henry A, Kissinger and explain how Is~
rael’s reservations over auspices and over.the ...
invitgtion were goothed away by the Secretary.’
The Cqblnet7i11sd'dpproved Israel’s official
- delegation to Geneva: it includes Eban himseif;
‘Deputy Director General Ephraim Evron; Is~
 rael's Amqussaﬂor to Italy, Moshe Sasson (an. *
.Arab affairs éxpert); legal advisor Dr. Meir
~Rosen; and three df the Forelgn Ministry’s sen=

WASHINGTON, Dec..18 (JTA)--Syria’s’ refusal
to-join the peace conference in Geneva was seén
here’as based on its fear that world attention
would be focused on its refusal to abide by the

“Geneva Convention on POWs. A Syrian government
Eﬁ}fkesmm_ in Damascus said today that **Sehind

“scenes maneuvering’! ‘mearit the talks would
be diverted into ‘“‘secondary matters’’ to serve Is<
rael's intérests, This was interpreted here as
meaning it would not permit Israel to demand
directly of ‘Syria at the conference that it provide

—names-of-Israéli-POWs-nor-allow-an-International
Red Cross representative.to visit the POW camp.

WALDHEIM STILT WAITING FOR LETTER .

INVITING HIM. TO ATTEND PEACE TALKS. .
"UNITED NATIONS, Deo. 18 (JTA)-~With only

three days remaining before the Middle Eastpeace

ALKS

--conference is d!@_!ua%g,ln_quevn.,Sg,cxgmgL__._“

oﬁdﬁl?tfﬁ,-?Sbmuel'Dl%ﬁ’(Aﬁb' affalys), Mor=
dechal Kidron (UN affairs), and Eytan Bezur
> (political advisor), -,

~

General Kurt Waldheim still-has not:received the
letter from the United Stgtes and the Soviet Union
inviting him to attend and asking him to invite the

N v

other participants-~Israel, Egypt, Jordan, Syriaz«
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ports-from€airo satd.»howeven.ﬂxaLEgyphan

it was lpnm.sd here-today: A UN “satd—
that the’ Secretary General's plang to leave for,
Gengva are ‘‘very tentative.””” The absence of for-]

mal-invitations- until-now-lted-some-observersto—

pohtlcal circles were bo.ncerned that the Geneva
conference may. be cancelled because Geneva is
I=too-dangerous= thorities ac ﬁlﬂ_
not provide adequate.protection:. against ] p

gpécilate that another postponement might be

terrorist’ on the various ﬁn]nmhnnq \

made, ‘., -

Israeli sourceshere, hcwever. e’xpressed con=}
-fidence that, the Geneva conference would open
~Friday as’ scheduled./ They apparentlz ‘Bised their|

‘The identity of the terrorists who' firebombed
a Pan American jet'and machinegunned bystand-

ers-in Rome yesterday, killing at least 36 per=

sons _(earlier.reparts put the death-toll .,bLz_),_has_

View on Tsrael s agreement, aﬂ:er assurances

t-yet-b tohliched. A Aing

W
.Jerusalem Sunday and ondayv,_@me__cgn_fer_en_ce_‘
ground rules. The main stumbling block for Is-
-rael had been the nature of the Umted Nations’ .

role at the rence which they prefer to. be - -
_ symbolic rather than active,

Assembly To Suspend, Not: Adjourn <+ L

In another.development here, General Assem
y-President- Leopoldo Benites-of Ecuador was: —|
expe‘g:t?i‘fﬁnﬁnce late this afternoon that the

sSuspend,

sourcés cés they were te tentatwelx_identxmmher as’.
members of the -Black September or of the' Popu-
lar Front for the Liberation, of Palestme,

NEW.YORK, Dec, 18-(JTA)--A two-year
$775,000 grant from. the federal Office of Eco-~
| nomic ‘Opportunity to "the Metropolitan New York
,_QQoLdmahngCouncxl on-Jewish-] Peverty ~Was-an
nounced todﬂy by Ji erome_ Becker,
I —counei] i
‘mﬁon—eﬁﬂhe enhancement of progta.ms of *

-_service to our fellow Jews.in need,?’. y!

aau!

meaning that xt could be: reconvened again on

hort-noti

PR
notit -said thechange

-that-the-grant-would-enmable the courncitto aug-

| ment the programs of its local affiliates and to
%reas not prea G

“launch meamngful activit 3
I __vlou hy

to inter should =mgq ¢

It was recalled that the Assembly had suspended
+ rather than adjourned’on two previous occa,smns-
*.in 1967 and 1968.. (Yl.ch&k Rabi) . '

_LOD AIRPORT-ON-. A:LER—T—AS—H]JAC!&ED—" i
. PLANE- MOVES ACROSS MIDEAST COUN'I‘R S .

*. ~ TELAVIV, Dec 18 (JTA)=~Lod Au—port exper-
ienced on-again off-again alerts last nightand this|_
mormng as»auf.hontxes followed th ovements of

d-by-Palest

Mayor J ohn A Lmdsay initially provided New
York City resources to aid the city’s estimated
272 000 Jewish pobr with allocation of an initial
gnanLof $250 000:to-the:coordinating-council: from:-

- the city’s Humah Resources Administration for

the period of Dec.'1, 1972 through Nov. 30, 1973, "
Ldst month; the HRA, the city’s superagency_ for
welfare and poverty programs ,.refund 3d-the co~-
ordmatmg ‘council with an $185, 362 grant for its’

B, 1

a-jet-hij
. yesterday ina bloody ra.mpage at Romé’s Leonar-|
do da Vinci Airport which fook at least 36 lives.
The plarie landed at Athens ‘Airport last night "
where the terrorists murdered four hostages af-
ter’ "Greek authoriti for——
. the release of two terrorists 1mprisoned in Greecs
It took off again and was reported this afternoon|
“to have landed in Kuwait w1th 12 hostages still

The first alert was sounded at Lod yesterday
when the hijacked plane entered Middle East air~

‘ space and approached Béirut, Lebanese author- .
.-—ities-refused-the-plane-; permission-to land “ahd- the |

aircraft went to Athens. The alert was relaxed

~at that point but” Teinstated this morning when the |
terrorist-held plane ¢ircled ove: irut-again. It.
was Telaxeéd when the jet lanc mascus only

“to be reinstated a second time’when the; ylnne took] .

off aiter réfueling.
Syridn guthorities refused the terrorists polit|
ical asylum and the terrorists rej"&ed Syrian
government appeals to releasé the hostages, For -
-the first time in the long and bloody annals of ter-|
rorist hijacking, Arab governments, the Palestin~
“ian Liberation Organimtion and even more mili-"
tant Palestinian groups condémned the terrorist
action in"Rome and are demanding that the per~
petmtors be brought to justice. This development
was linked to the Geneva peace conference, Arab
governments, and Palestinian'leaders for .the most
part fear that the latest terrorist outrage might :
have adverse effects on the. peace parley., -

" (In New York todayy: Egypt’s Ambassador {o’
the U,S,;' Di® Ashraf ‘Ghdrbal, took a different’
view.  Intétviewed on the CBS Morrning News tele-
vision program, he said chances for success at
Geneva may.have been.improved-because-the-ter—
_rorish carnage has dr! rhmatized the urgency of o
apeedy peace scttleLnt in the Middlc Enét, Re-

-

E=4 RS TP CA D A lu:)\b June=307 Wi =
the new OEO grant, & total of $1,190,362 has been
allocafed to-the coordinating council by the Lind~
..say Administration, Becker said. :

. He'said that herhad recewgcl_gin_m_ltggn_ts'_
yor-elec raham-Beame which he hoped
"would “assure the impoverished Jews of New -
—York-a-more-equitable-sh f-the-go t
- funding available to poy_@x&gx:uupsihmughout
the communif R

$2,.2B AID MEASURE RUSHED FOR COMPLETION
WASHINGTON, Dec. 18 (I TA)--Congresst,___

1

rushing the $2.2 blllicn emergency military aid

__bill for Israel toward d-for-Presi-——

dent Nixor}s signature, hopefully before the Mid-

_dle East peace.conference opens-in Geneva, The

Senate Foreign Relations Committee today ap-_

proved by a lopsided 15-2 majority: an authoriza="

tion bill identical to one dpproved-last week by

the House of Representatl\‘zes. Committee chair=~

. man J, William Fulbright (D;Ark.) and Senate
Mn%rlty Leader Mike Mansfxeld (D.Mont,) cast

the bnly negative votes.

.._The.full'Senate-is expected to vote on the au- :

thorization measure and both Houses on the final

appropriations e Thursday.--Since.the au-

. thorization meagurés in both the House and Sen~

gte are {dentical, that.part of the two~step. pro~

cess has been completed:-

The question of how much of the $2.2 billlon
will go to Israel in the forni of loans and how much
as outright grantg’ remnins to be resolved by a
" House-Senate conference committee which meets
tomorrow,, The motion to provide up to $1.5 bil~
Hon in grants was introduced by Sen, Hubert H.
Humphrdy (D.Minn,) who pojated out-that.the Yom

t*goBt Ismel aboqt‘ $6-bi IHon;———
morc than hex. entire nitibnal budget.’ Tsrael, he
. said, Tepays hcr loans, but is unable to pay any,

. »
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__,___.,.MQQD IN.ISRAEL.IS- O\LE OF DEEP-SKEPTICISM- ABOH‘IL!:‘TJPIMATE‘ARKBAIMQ*—“
L By David Landau (Jerusalém) and Yitzhak Shargil (Tel Aviv) g

g A% of deeg
‘_k‘epticism about ultimaté ‘Arab aims, resignation to long, protracted negoflaTmns aught with dan~
———gers-and-pitfalls-and-deter tion-to-hold-fast- tc»posttlons—of strength-while-bargaining-for-an-ac=———
tabl ttt t-This-mood was Teflected in statements by political an litary leaders, plat< -
" form positions taken by various political parties and the latest public opmion poll results released
t.oday. -The skeptlclsm Israel derives-from; and-to-some-extent-was-responsible- for the last
at £ Y yuntil \:‘ 1id.

But Istael needed assurances on'a’ vameg.y of matters--partlcularly the Unite N tlons role--
and she apparently got satisfactory answers ‘from U.S, Sec¥etary of State Henry A, Kissinger dur- -

~ing his whirlwind visit Sunday and Monday. Another obstacle was, removed, .dt least temporarily to-
day, when Damascus’announced that 1t would boycott the Geneva falks, Israel:has stated firmly that
it would‘have no ccntacts with" the Syrlans until-they comphed wi the Geneva Convention on prig= _ :

oners ol war:

. » i :
Public opinion, by a shght ma]orxty, favors Israel’s retention of the admlmstered Arab territor-.
- ies as part of any- peace settlement that might be reached in Geneva. A weekly poll conducted by the
‘' 1Israel Institlite for Applied Social Smences, attrlbuted,thatmew to. 73 percent of the-respondent:
< But 68 percent favored return of the'terri th
———According-to the poll 813)eropnt “of- I-:ratﬂ
ment-with-th format mpxumauc Telations, PBro; yahu Gutndan; director of the °
Institute; said this refiacted Israelig’ belief that the ultxmate goal ‘of the Arab.countries is:the des-.
—~truction- of Israel-and-that-only- hy-sagreemg to-diplomatic-relations-can-they-prove-they have-aban
_‘mmmeporfea that 78 percent of the respondents ranked commercial relations
.between Israel and its' Arab neighbors second in importance. : Fifty percent want United Natwns
guarantees' to Israel and 35 -percent called for Soviet guarantees,

* . _Defense Minister Moshe Dayan said-yesterday-that-he-thought-] st-aelshauld*a‘ﬁeﬁd-the—cenwa“—f
peace conference “‘but not as if the devil was pushing us. We shoulgn’t-swoon at the sight of news='" -

- paper headlines readmg ‘peace conference ’ he said. “Addressing a ¢losed meeting of the Labor
~~Party’s Rafi-faction; -Dayan- warned-that-the-Geneya-talks would-pose 4 e test o Qf"[érael’s cour-

age and tenacity ““We have to go'there armed with a correct.view of things,”” he said. Dayan said
_that Tsrael faced a different world and a different Arab world compared to what it was before the :
. Yom Kippur War. But-if the Arabs are stronger, dt'does not i fiiean Israel is weak “*They will fmd
-us stronxiy he said, adding, “We may-have-to sit for some tinteyet on” the other 3 of the thber
ake,” eamng ‘the west bank of the Suez Canal Y

T mmﬁﬁv‘me ea;‘her in the week by the rmy Chlef of Sl:aff GexL Dav1d Ela-
zax, ‘Speaking to military correspondents in Tel Av1v he said the Israeli army will have to remain
. in ““full strength and in a high state of alert”” along the cease-ﬁre lines for some-time'in the future.
.. .:*We havetotake into account an attempt on’the- pa.rt of-the enemy to change the-situation by force =
. while the’ Geneva £ in *-he-said> i

‘POLIPICAL: "LEADERS CONDEMN TERBORIST CARNAGE--Comblned JTA Dlsnatches

“Dec. }B/(J TA)~~The-Parliamentary Jeader- Of ‘West- Germany s~ oppositum 1 party ng;nandgg_Logay__
that-Arab-terrorists-who hijacked a Lufthansa jet in Rome yesterday after a murds
___brought before the United Nations.- Carl-Karstens;-who-heads—the Christian Democ
- Christian Socialist Union in the Bundestag, uged the Bonn government to take ssuch action in concert
with other European Common Market members. He expresséd ‘‘profound disgust’’ at the hljxg:_l»glng
e and-mass-murders-and-said-heshoped-this-feeling would be shared by those Arab states which might
give the terrorists.asylum. U,S, Secretary of State Henry A, _Kisdifiger,.in Madrid today for. talks——
——wiﬂrGenErtﬂi‘sslTF?é E’SS’F’ra’ﬁcﬂo,‘ said he was “morally. outraged’’ by the slaughter..
..... -In Jerusalemylsraell Forelgn Minister ‘Abba- Eban said; **The pecple of Terael are deeply moved
. by the loss of life, injury and anguish suffered by Amerlcans Italians and Germans in the attack by
enemies of peace at Rome Airport; Our nation, whose citizens have often been the targets of these
murderous assdults by. Atab terrorists. feel a-deep sympathy for-and solidarity With all thelr ‘inno-;
cent victiys everywhere,” United Nations Secretary General Kurt Waldheim expressed ‘‘deep
- shock” at the ‘‘senseless and brutal killing of innocent people’’ in Rome and Athens, A statement ig-~
sued ‘on-his- baha‘;{%,at UN headquarters in New York said the Sgcretaty General “strongly coridemns
.- all acts of this ndture wherever they may ‘occur,’’.' A UN spokesman said Waldhelm has offered the
. good.offices of -the UN-to the ambaseadors of Ital ‘Greece and. West | Ge any.

: ‘Israeil Aml Yaapov “Doron sald in the General Assembly today that “this latest and most
_dreadful example of most. cruél.and.unbridled terrorism throws.a hargh light on the refusal of the ...
General Assembly this year to consider the agenda item concerning measures against terrorists,’’
Doron 8aid his, govex‘nmem*’dlsg: clated itgelf from that refusal, Norway's Foreign Minister Knut
Frydenlund said in Oslo, ““We are shocked by these tragic odcurences which have cost 8o many inno-...
* cent people their lives, No political motivation can justify such acts, It is our hope that the terror -
attacks will not have a negative effect on.the. planned peace conference in Geneva.’’ In Bonn, Erik
Blumenfeld, a CDU foreign policy expert, called dn European states to act in unison to fight ugnlnst
air g.mcy, He described the Rome attack as' “prutal murder.’’ The West German Forelgn Office -
has established a ‘“‘crisis unit"’ to\ dgter}nlne what can be done to’secure the release of the remnln—'
ing hostages. . . * Kk ,

_.SPECIAL LATE.:BULLETIN: UNITED NATIQNS, Dec,-18 (JTA)--Seoretfu;y General Kurt Waldhe{m 8
'was handed this afternoon a letter from the United-States and the Soviet Union invitingehim to convene
the Middle East peace conference and preside in the opening phase, Waldheim then handed the Egyp=""
tlan, Jordanian, Syrian and Jsraell envoys identical letters telling (hem he 18 convenlng ‘the, confcr—

ence nfd0~30 a.m. (Gencvn tlmc) at the Pn]uls des Natidns.” ' ‘ oo S i







