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16 INJURED IN: BOMB EXPLOSION

TEL AVIV, Dec. 5 (JTA)-~A bomb exploded

. onan inter-urban bus today injuring 16 persons,
one of them 'seriously. It was.the second such’
incident in 24 hours. .The bus was travelling
from Tel Aviv,to N etanya when the explosxon oc-
curred at abgfit' 10:20 a.m. local time in the rear
of the bus. - The injured-were picked up by-pas-
sing cars and taken to the ‘nearest hospitals:in
Hedara ‘and:Kfar Saba.

Most of the injuries were slight and a ma]or-
1ty of the passengers treated were discharged
from the hospital. ‘The most serious injuries

", were sustained by an Arab passengér who was
sitting closest to. the spot where the bomb went
off. There was some speculation that the:Arab
may have'had the bomb on his person when it~
-.exploded:  Police:said the bomb contamed about
200 grams of explosives.

.Authorities announced meanwhile the arrest -

" of two Arab youths from Dura Village near Heb~
“rofi'in connection with yesterday’s grenade ex-=
plosion in the Old City of Jerusalem in which:20
persons were injured. According to police, one

of the youths has confessed to throwing the gren- 5

.+ ade,
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DEFEAT OF DANISH PREMIER, PARTY MAX
WEAKEN DENMARK 'S PRO-ISRAEL POLICY =

COPENHAGEN Dec. 5 (JTA)-~The defeat of |
Premier Anker Joergensen and his Social Dem-
-‘ocratic Party .in'the national elections may weak—
-en Denmark’s long-time pro-Israel policies. in

the Middle East, observers here said today.~
Joergensen personally was staunchly pro-Israel
In addition, the appearance of six Communist
deputies in-the Danish Parliament after an ab-
sence of 17 years could bode ill for Danish-Is~
raeli relations, they said. .
' The cansensus here after the election results
- is that Israel cannot expect. parhcular support
from either of the two new parties voted into of-
fice. Both are primarily concerned with Den-
mark’s internal problems and are unwilling
see the Danish public suffer from the fall o@t of
thq Middle East conflict,

In anotlfer development here, Scandinavian
Airlines (SAS) announced todaythat it will cut -
back its flights to Tel Aviv in the coming weeks.
A spokesmfm for the airline'said the move was
“strictly commercial’’ and in no way directed

. against Israel or a surrender to Arab pressure.
He said the cutback would affect most Middle
Eastern countries. '

16 SOVIET JEWISH ACTIVISTS BEGIN
HUNGER STRIKE; MARINA TEMKIN FREED

HUNGER STRIKE; MARINA 1LMVAIN XAMRAD
NEW YORK, Dec.'5 (JTA)-3Sixteen Jewish -

activists in three Russian cities began a hunger
strike foday to protest the denial of exit visas,
" The Jews, residents of Leningrad,, Thlisi
Novosibirsk, sent a letter to PFesident. Nikolai

.. V., Podgorny, chairman of the Supreme Soviet,

o-.advising him tit-they-will-‘protestagaiiist the
illegal retention of us in the USSR’* on the anni- )
.versary today of the adoption ¢ of the Soviet Con~
stitution, the National Conference on Soviet Jew~
ry reported'today. The letter stated that “The
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_lace of the’ hunger strike wm be chosen accors

ding to our sftuation.

. The NCSJ also reported today that 14-year-old :
Marina-Temkin has been released from a pioneer:

“youth camp at Tuapse; on the Black Sea, where she
had ‘been held for several months and’is living with-

her divorced mother-in-Moscow,. ‘The girl was sent-—

to the camp for indoctrination when she" insisted on

remaining with her father, Aleksandr, who. had ap-=

. plied for exit visas for both of them to go to Israel

Her mother opposed her departure, .

The girl will not be permitted contact with any

—of her father’s relatives or friends, the NCSJ re~

ported. Aleksandr Temkin was permitted to leave-

for Israel last month,

RUSH' U,S. DOING ITS UTMOST TO BRING
'ISRAEL, EGYPT TO GENEVA PEACE TABLE

TEE'AVIV, Dec. 5 (JTA)--U S Undersecretary
_|._of Staté Kenneth Rush left Israel last night after
caunoning that the success: of-the ‘Middle East
- peace conference opening in'Geneva Dec. 18 de-*
pended upon the ability of the participants to reach
an"agreement. He said the American role- wasto

bring the: parties to the peace tablé and in that fes- ¥

pect the U.S, is doing its'utmost.

the funeral Moaday of David Ben Gurmn, said. that -
his talks during the past two days with Premier .
‘Golda Meir and Foreign Minister Abba Eban were
_very helpful’, *Israel can be proud’of her .govern~
“ment and its fervent desire for peace,’” he told re-
porters before departing. He said he hoped a way .
could be: found to resume the stalled Israeli-Egyp-
tian cease-fire talks at Kilometer 101, and that
' America would help both sides close the gap be-
tween them.,
Rush flatly denied reports from Arab sources

* that the U.S, Seventh Fleet was in the Bab el Man~
deb straits linking the Indian Ocean and Red Sea.
There was no gonfirmation here of reports yes-
‘terday thatIsrael had successfully sept ships
.through the straits to test the Egyptm blockade.

ROGERS PLAN IS STI{.L U.S. MIDEAST POLICY

WASHINGTON, Dec. 5 (JTA)-~A State Depart-
ment spokesman indicated today that the Rogers
Plan is still U.S, policy in the Middle East. George
- Vest made that point at-today’s press briefing when
" he was asked if U,S, policy on the status of Jerus-
alem had o ged as a result of the Arab oil em~
bargo. The question referred.to'a stateinent yes~ .
terday by the Saudi Arabidn Oil Minister,’Ahmed
Zaki Yamarn{who was in New York, that oil pro-
ductionwould be restored to its Sept. levels if Is~
rael withdraws from all of the occupied Arab ter-
ritories including Jerusalem.

‘Vest said in reply that there was no basic clange

Rush, ‘who headed the U;S, delegatlon attendmg i

in American policy. He said.U.,S, policy remained--

the same as it was in Dec,, 1969 when former Sec~
retary of State William P, Rogers enunciated his’
plan which called for insubstantial changes in Is~

" rael’s pre~Juné, 1967 borders and the internation- -
alization of Jerusalem.

The Rogers-Plan ~vehemently ne]ected by Isrdel,
was never officially disavowed here,. but has rare-
1y been mentioned in recent years. in connection
‘with U.S, Middle East policy. High-ranking Israell
officials believed=cand have'said so publiclys-that

the Rogera Plan was no longer opernttve. The plan




" JTA Daily News Bulletin :

-2-

Detember- 6, 1973,

has always been supported by Sen. J. William-
Fulbright (D.Ark.), chairman of the Senate For-

the creation of demilitarized ~ones in the Sinai’

and on the Golan Heights but /ould insist that." =~

‘Relations-Committee, who is working close]
with Secretary of State Henry A, Kissinger on

-~ foreign policy, especially the Middle East and thg
Soviet Union. X i

CQMMUNIST, PALESTINIAN.PLOT TO WAGE
MURDER, SABOTAGE AGAINST JEWS, ISRAEL

Soviet troops be included in the peace-keeping - —

- force that takes up positions.in those zones. Vest
said the U.S, continues-to favor-a peace-keepmg
force composed of nations’ acceptable to botltsides -
in the Mideast dispute." .

Soviet Qjﬁcers At Kilomieter-101:

e

. COPENHAGEN, Dec. 5 (JTA)--A plot by a.
Communist organi‘zahon in'Sweden and Palestin-|
ian-terrorists to wage'a campaign of ‘murder,

" sabotage and hijacking against Jews 'and Israelis
was disclosed yesterday by the Swedish’ “daily, ;
Expressen in Stockholm. Accordmﬁ to the pap-,
ér, the plan called for bombmg‘synagégues, ”

7 Jewish community centers and nursery schools. -
The  plotters also planned the murder of a young
. ‘girl and a campaign of slander to discredit Am-
bassador Gunnar .V, Jarring, the special United
Natlons medmtor m the lvhddle East Expressen
Sosaidi T
The group involved was the "Marx—Lemn
Communist: Union’. MLCU), an extremist group
cooperatmg with Arab terrorists, the paper re~

ported,. It said the plot was exposed by. a former|"

-member of the Swedish secret service who was
_planted among the conspirators and leaked their
_plans to Swedish security- -authorities, -
... According to Expresselr; some of the group -
may have .been trained in Palestinian terrorist
—---camps-in Jordan, . Theé paper-reported that per=—]
sons arrested i@ Copenhagen in 1969 allegedly on
. ‘'a mission to assassinate former Premier David
- Ben'Gurion in Israel wére members of. the MLCU,

EGYPT UNDECIDED ABOUT RESUMING
TALKS WITH ISRAEL AT KILOMETER 101

UNITED NATIONS, Dec. 5 (JTA)--Egypt E’s
informed Maj. Gen. Ensm Siilasvuo, the Com-,

" mander of the. United Nations Emergency Force
" (UNEF) in the 'Middle East, that it has not yet
reached a decision about resuming the talks with
Israel at Kilometer 101, The discussion on the
return to the Oct. 22 positions ¢‘in the framework]
of agr t on the di and separa-~
-tion of forces’” (point B-of the six~point plan)
were suspended a week ago.

Meanwhile, it was announced here that UNEF
has passed the half-way mark of its.total author-~
ized strength, which is 7000 troops, and stands at

' 73531 troops from eight countries: Austria,. Can~
" ada, Finland, Ireland, Poland, Sweden, Indonesia
and Panama,

In another Mideast development here, Isrnel
has accused Egypt of 57 violations of the cease-
fire between Nov. 28 and Dec. 1. .The charges
were made by Israel"UN Ambassador Yosef
Tekoah in a letter to8ecretary General Kurt
Waldheim. - Tekoah asked that this letter be cir-~
culated as an official'document of the General
Assembly nd the Security Council

U.S. REAFFIRMS OPPOSITION TO AMERICAN
‘SOVIET PARTICIPATION IN ANY UN
‘MIDEAST PEACE-KEEPING FORCE

WASHINGTON, Dec, § (JTA)--The State De~
partment reaffirmed today U,S, opposltlon to Am-
erican or Soviet participation in any Unifed Na-
tlons peace-~keeping force {n the Middle East.
Department spokesman 'George Vest said "Our —
position is-that it is better for neither the U, S, .
nor the Soviet Union to be part of UNEF," the '
United Nations Emergency Force, )

Vest 'was. commenting on a report from Lon-
don today quoting.iisually reliable Soviet sourges,

v

Meanwhlle Soviet qfficers were seen for the
first'time, with a UN cease-fire observers team
it the Kilom 1 checkpoint ‘on the Suez-Cairo - -
‘road, an Israeli radio correspondent réported to-'.

“day.. Hé said a Russian captain and a major, wear~
-ing UN uniforms; were identified by other UN of-.
“ficers. They stood apart from the other observ-
ers and did-not conversg with them, the correspon-
dent said. Last week, 28Mmerican officers ar-
rwed in Israel to-jain the observer teams on the
ide of the. cease-fire lines,

- CHILEAN JEWRY- HONORS DUTCH

SANTIAGO,Dec.. 5 (J TA)--A delegatxon repre-
senting the Jewish commumtrof Chile met ‘with "
the Counselor of the Dutch Embassy, ‘A.B. Roytmk,
to express appreciation of Chilean Jews for-the
courageous attitude 6f the Dutch governtent and
the people of Holland-in the fact of the- Arab oil™
embargo. The delegatlon of the Representatwem
- Committeé of Childan:Jewry, headed by its pres~

-ident Dr. ‘Gil Sjnay, told Roytink that ‘“we appre-

| “ciate the sacrifice accepted by your countrymen,

because beyond consuieratmn of a material Kind
it reveals a comprehenswn of 'and an encourage‘s
ment for Israel’s fight for survival.”” -

Roytink thanked the delegatiorn for its expres=
sion of gratitude on behalf of the Chilean Jewish.

-'|} community and said its views would be transmit-'

“ted to the government of, Holland. This- expres=~ '

" sion of solidarity, he added, will serve to strength=-
-en the'links between the two peoples.: The delega~
tion, in addition to Dr. Sinay, included Robert Levy
and Raul Perlgyich, general secretary and general
treasurer respectively of the Representative .
Committee,

* %k X
BUENOS A[RES (@ TA)--A group of unidentified

-youths'set off an'ificendiary bomb and shouted

‘Jews to the gallows' in the Rex Cinema here

Tuesday night during a showing of the film, *“The |
. Last Ten Days of Hitler."”- The explosion sent the

audience rushing for exits. Firemen quickly put

out the blaze. Police intervened to break up flst

fights. between opposlng groups of youths

TEL-AVIV (J TA)-—A spokesman for the Travel
Agents Association said here that tourism, hard
hit by the Yom Kippur ‘War, is beginning to show '
signs of'revival. He'said that tourists, mainly pil-
grims and groups, are beginnlng to stream into the
country for the Chanukah and Christmas holidays:
He sald advance bookings at hotels are good and if
“there are no cuncellntione there'is “no cause for
worry,’*

L
BONN (J TA)--Chnncellor Wﬂly Brandt wnrned
West Germans that the ofl cris{s would increase
‘Inflation, now about 6,6 percent, create unemploy~
ment, and cause the goverrnment to make changes
in its economic Planhing, He said West Germany
~would not take retallatory meastrés against the™—
- Arab states because of, the otl embargdb. ‘West Ger~
many was dependent on a free flow of exports and
imports, . The energy.crisis was not identical with
the Middle East crisis, he observed, The former
would lnst long after the latter-had been resolvedA
LI '

there as snylng that Moscow was not opposed to

-, “ .

-
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~——and-cannot-ignore peace 22

—**he replied; “‘Right:**

7" whether return of Israel to the pre-1967 war

e

Tl f‘orce to Become director of pperations and,

__‘crease-production step-by step in a manner:
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TYAMANI: ISRAEL'S EXISTENCE IS NOT A

% WASHINGTON, -Dec: -5 (JTAJ-*Saudi Arabian
Petroleum Minister Sheikh Ahmed Zaki Yamant
declared today that *‘the existence of Israel is

"'not a question:”’ He made this statement in the
lobby of the State Department after a 90<minute

" meeting with Secretary of State Henry A, Kis=
‘singer, - The Jewish-Telegraphic Agency 'asked
-Yamani whether he.believed Israel should be an
independent state.. £‘Well F-think so many Arab:

* leaders have announced they.are prepared to
recognize Israel and to -sign.a‘peace treaty, the
existence of Israel is not a'question: It defm-
itely is not to be related to'the oil business.

Saying that he was *‘optimistic an hupef
he affirmed- that ‘‘the goal which we are looking
for--which is peace in the area-~is more feas-
ible than at.any time in'the past. Thé Israelis
realize they cannot continue their occupatwn

In discussing the 6it queshon he was asked

lines was necessary before there is a relaxa~
tion.in the Arab oil embargo, ‘‘When the Is~
- raelis decide to withdraw and there is’a time-
table for that we will have“a\hmetable to in~’

-correspondmg to the tunetable,” Yamani said.
- Asked ‘wheéther the one‘is phased to the oihen,

Mr. Shamir left E1 Al in 1952 to help found

g : ) B
Aircrafts Industries, and served as its deputy man~
‘aging director until 1964. He resigned to enter’
priyate industry. and became chief executive of . ——=
Maof' Investments,Ltd., TAT, Ltd. “and East/Mem
Industrial Services as well as sole owner of MIKA
‘Consultants, Ltd. *.

2 ISRAELI SOLDIERS KILLED, *
1 INJURED NEAR KILOMETER 101 b

TEL AVIV Dec. 5 (J’!A)—-Two Israell, ld\ers
were killed and a third was injured.; yesterday when*
their vehicle hit a mine near the. Kilometer 101 R
checkpoint on'the Stuéz~Cairo road ‘while eséorting
~a UN car. -Four Israeli soldiers were wounded last- -

night when Egyptian fofces opened Small arms and .
hazooka fire near Kilometer 8I'south of Ismailia
on the Suez Canal -

The latest incidents along the mcreasmgly ‘shaky -
cease-fire lines occurred as Israeli, Egyptianand
_ Syrian forces reportedly were preparing for the
possibility of a new full-; cale_outbreak of hostili-
ties. A senior Israeli mili ) "
day that.Israel would not initiate a new war bit.. "
.was strong enough to repel the enemy on all fronts.
He said Israel was prepared for possible attacks
on both-the Egyptian and Syrian fronts and was also
alert to the posgibility that Jordan woiild.open a
-third front should the cease-fire break down,

.The Israeli military spokes said Israeli for-

-Asked if there was no tctality of withdrawal
for-relaxing of the embargo, he replied, “No.”’
When he was asked what guarantees the Arabs |
“would be. prepared to give to Israel, he replied,
““We should get guarantees from Israel They
will .always be aggressors:?’ When it was pdint-
ed out the Israelis feel they need.security he
responded “‘they have been offered guarantees
* several times-the latest from the Umted States,
if they need it."* E

Yamani’s statements were seen” as’hemg as-
1dss belligerent and more canciliatory than in
. previous remarks.he and his ‘Algerian counter-
. part, Belaid Abdessalam made throughout Eur~’|
ope and the U.S, to justify the Arab oil embar-
go. In his meetmg %with the press here he did”
not insist on any change in the U,S, position to~
ward Israel. He said that he would: continue to

--‘fneet with various U,S, government officials in
Washiington and ‘said ““we hope/in the end to gain|
some fruits; if not an immediate one, not a far
one.’’ (By Joseph Polakoff)

HAYMAN SHAMIR DEAD AT 53]

TEL AVIV, Dec. 6 (JTA)-~Funeral services
were held heré yesterday for Hayman Shamir, .
one of the founders: of the Israel Air Force and

““4 leader in the aircraft, and electronics.indus-
try in Israel. Mr, Shamir, who was 53, died .-
"Sunday- at his office here. The Russian~born av-
iation and electronics expert, whose name was
formerly Hyman Scheckman, was brought to
Chicago as a child where his f%lyxlly lived until
_,ch,ey settled in Palestine in 193

Mr, Shamir returned twicé to the Un\ted |
States for training as an engineer and also- . -
learned to fly as a hobby. He served in the
United States Air Force during World War II_

' "and after,the war helped -bring ¢ “lllegnmimmL
. grants to Israel.. He helped develop the plan for
the creation of the Israeli Air Force and .
served s its deputy commander in chief during

the Wm'—r'mdependcnce In 1951, he left the

muiftenance for El Al

‘ces were prepared to hold their present positions
- indefinitely.” He said it would be foolish for the
__enemy to-renew hostilities or to believe they can*
wear Israel down by prolonging the 1mpasse. It
was reported here today that Amerlcan sources .
- believe'the he1ghtened tension along the cease-fire
lines stems from a war of nerves being waged by
the Egyptmns for polmcal reasons.

NCSHLEADERS TELL STOESSEL JEWISH
".COMMUNITY SOLIDLY BEHIND J/MV

- WASHINGTON, Dec. 5 (JTA)~-Leaders of the
National Conference on Soviet Jewry told Assist~ -
~ant Secretary of State for Europe Walter J. Stoes-
sel that “‘the Jewish community is solidly behind’’
the Jackson/Mllls-Vamk legislation. The state~

~ment came'at a meeting with Stoessel and his staff

at the State Department in which the NCSJ leader-
ship sought to convey their concern on the evident
deterioration of conditions for Soviet Jews. They
pointed to the two récent trials, new arrests and
the posgibility of additional trials.

Richard Maass, NCSJ:chairman, said “This is,
not evidence of a changed position of the Soviet
Union toward improved conditions for Soviet Jews."
Maass said that Stoessel, who is expected to be
namied shortly as the new U.S, Ambasshdor to Mog-
cow, expressed his own concern 'and awareness of
the situation and that both he and the State Depart-
ment will give it attention,

Besides Maass, the NCSJ wns "also represented
.. by Rabbl Israel Miller, Jerry Goodman and June -

- Sllver, The meeting came after House Speaker

.. Carl Albert (D.Okla,) disclosed that he had recetved

aletter from President Nixon warning that he would
veto the trade bill if the J/MV measure is ‘adopted .

~ by Congregs with its provisions on emigration still *

intact..While calling on Congress to vote on the *

bill, Nixon said in hig letter, its.language calling -

—for:free emigratiomrwould-have *‘a damaging efs=—
_fect'’ on Soviet-American detente and would *‘slow

down’’ diplomatic progress.toward inducing the

Soviet Union to allow more Jewish emigration,

COPENHAGEN (J'I‘A)--Leopold ’I‘rcpper told the
JTA here he hopt.d he and his farnily would be re~

unlterl in Isrnel in timg or the Pﬂssover holidays. .
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BEHIND THE HEADLINES: ANTILISRAEL OVERTONES IN VENEZUELA’S ELECTTON CAMPAIGN

. By Edna Aizenberg, JTA Caracas spondenc

its-choice might hold mgmﬁcant 1mpltcations for the nation’s 20,000 Jews, In a year ‘which saw pas- :
sions on the Middle East issue exacerbated as a resilt'of the latest war and the importance of oil

- politics rise along with the level of hostilities, the current electoral campaign in this. petroleum-rich
land has not:been totally free of anti~Israel and anti-Semitic overtones, ' None of these have come
from the two major candidates--in'a field of 14--one of whom, observers generally ag'ree wﬂl be- .
come, the next chief executive of some. 1L million Venezuela.ns . o

Both Carlos Andres Perez of the Democratlc Act\on Party (AD) and’ Lorenzo Fernandez of the
rulmg Chrishan Democrats-(COPEI) have stegred clear of pronouncements on the Yom Kippur War. "
* 'The current head-of~state; President Rafael Caldera (of COPEI), probably expressed the feelings-of
“most responsible-leaders here when, in the wake of renewed fighting, he made a plea for good will
between the country’s ‘Ax nd-Jewish commiunities and stated that Venezuela maintained “friendly
relations’’ with-all Middle Bast nations. The reserve and moderation which characterized Perez, = .
Fernandez and Caldera have not been matched by others. Mostvocal in his anti-Israel stand--aside, ..
- from the Communist Party whose members and newspaper tow the standard Russian line--xs Jorge
Dager, a politician of Lebanese descent, who,has gained prominence in this year’s campaxgn because .
.- his small' Popular Democratic Force‘*PartyTFﬂPﬂaas formed an alhance with COPEI, throwing its
" " support behind Lorenzo Fernagdez

‘A former president of the Charfiber of Deputies, Dager in the past was.not espec\ally unfriendly
to Jews or vociferous in his opposition to Israel. (One of the FDP’s congressional-candidates. in the
. 1968 eléctions: was a local Jewish businessman.) “But after the Six-Day War and séveral Visits to the
’ Arab world, Dager’s tone changed. His column in the prestigious Caracas daily ¢‘El Nacional,
fedtured articles praising Nasser and Qaddafi, while not neglecting to fust\gate the “\mperxahst.
expanswmst ‘cliqiie” ruling the Jewish State. I

Dager’s writing took on an even more anti-Israel turn after last October’s war, Althougl-{he is’
¢areful to point out that.he is not an anti-Semite and that he harbors no ill-will towards Venezuelan
Jews but is only opposed to the current Israeli regime, his possible influence.in go
[an_element of uncertainty-about the fut- .

ure in the mind of many a local Jewish voter COPEI’s angwer to. these doubts has been that Dager. = ~
will make no difference at-all in Venezuela’s foreign policy, whlch has usually followed: thed:hllosophy
reflected by President.Caldera-in his'aforementioned statement.  In spite of its position as™a found~--
" ing member of the Arab-dominated Organization &f Petroleum Exportmg Countries, Verezuela both
““under AD and COPEI governments\ias tried to steer a'nheutral course in the stormy seas of the-Arab-
, Israeli situation. On the local scene, Venezuela=~like the United States--prides itself on being a
" multi-ethnic, milti=racial somety, whe&'e all--J ews and’ over, 50 000 Arabs mcluded--can hve in
freedom-and harmony LETL .

""The Democratic Actmn ‘Party, | w}nch was the midwife of modern Venezuelan democracy, coming
to power in 1945 after over a century of dictatorship, holds a .sentimental debt of gratitude on the part
of Jews here because it was under its rule that President Romulo Gallegos‘gave recognition to the
new State of Israel, "In 1959, , President'Romulo Betancourt, also of AD, agreed to establish the Vene=
zuelan Embassy-in Jerusalem--not Tel Avw--desplte strong American pressures to the contrary.
Under Betancourt’s successor, another AD man, Raul Leoni, cordial relations continued, and the gov-
ernment wgorously and successfully put down a rare anti<Semitic outbrea.k -organized.by a former
' Nazi, - -

When COPEI and Dr. Caldera assumed puwer in 1968, there were some who were wary oi the
" party’s Catholic roots, but'no great changes in policy occurred. On fhe contrary, President Caldera
has visited Israel, several of his ministers have been outspoken admirers of the State, and one even
3 participated in a forum for Soviet Jewry before he assumed his post, Israeli technical assistance
{ programs have been continued and expanded-under~-COPEI, and in the 1968 elections the only Jew

elected to the Venezuelan Congress was a Christian Democratic deputy. (There are no Jews running

in'the current e% ctions, which are for the two houses of Congress as well as for the Presidency.)
Local Jewish leaders point out that there is no ¢‘Jewish vote’' and that each member of the commun~
ity is free to vote for the candidate of his chotce. Whatever results December 9th' brings, Venezuela,
as one of the few remaining Latin American derhocracies, -and-the world’s third largest-exporter of
oil is-a country worth watching.

EGYPT DEN[ES VISA TO PANAMANIAN REPORTER

,NEW YORK Dec. § (JTA)--The Egyptian Embassy in Panama City,rejected a tequest from the A
... Ministry of Foreign Belations of Panama for the issuance of a visa to the well<known and respected
journnllst and TV personality, Mario Velasqt Vi “has been ‘D' d to report on the par-
.ticipation of the Panamanian troops in the United Nntlons Peace Force in Egypt. In refusing the visa,
. the Egyptian Embassy charged that Mario Velasquez'is an enemy of Egypt and a friend of Israel. The
accusation was based on previous reports by Velasquez on his trips to Egypt arid Israel.

The Egyptian action,was severely criticized by Mario Augusto, a journalist writing in the Nov. 18
issued, of “‘El Dominical,’* who branded the action'an “‘offense to the chancellory’" and an attackon
freedom of the press. He deseribed.the Egyptian‘attitude-as-ah-expression of *‘an absolutist govern-

“=ment; of totalitarian dictatorial systems which do not permit the' free flow of information or free' ex~ *
pression of thought.’” ' Augusto urded that the -matter be considered by the Union of Panamanian Jour- -
nalists and by the Chancellery, “which has not only supported the Egyptian position in the United Na-~
tions, but has also made important sacrifices in order to contributu to the search for a peaceful

W solullon of respect and of eecurity in the Middle Bast.* S

n




