— - members of her cabinet; Ainder surveillance in
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. REPORT M'RS MEI‘R! ORDERE‘ETSECU'RITY
SERVICES TO PLACE MEMBERS OF HER

CABINET UNDER SURVEILLANCE IN 1970

Tried To Halt Leaks Of Classified
Informat:on To "The Nation’s Press

JERUSALEM May 23 (JTA)--The newspaper
Haaretz said today-that Premier Golda Meir :*
ordered the secucity sérvices in 1970 to place

order to tracé the source of leaks of classified
informationto the press.. According to Haaretz
. Ppolitical correspondent;:Dan Margalit!, the order
was rescinded after a protest by Gahal leader
Menachem Beigin who was a member of Mrs,
Meir’s coalition government at the time.

The newspaper said that the Premier was dls-
turbed by a series of leaks to the press in 1970 .
-which included material sent by the Cabinet secre—
tariat to various ministérs-"Mrs. Meir orderedan
investigation;and interrogation of her ministe
Most of them caoperated with the security se
vices: =
But Belg'm ralsed the matter at a Cabitiet: ¢
meetmg and managecuo convmce?}ustnce ‘Minister

g}\ i - hi (3

£ view:

t Union, Jew1sh sources in he

an earliervi‘epprt' that’Mendelevich.was. told
by Soviet authorities that his citizenship has..
been revoked and that he must be out of the -
country by May 24. &
The Mendelevich family.applied for ex1st
visas in 1969. But following Josef’s arrest
and imprisonment his father declared. that he
would not.leave the Soviet Union as long as his.:-
son -was in jail. Mendelevich.is. permitted to
“visif his:son four times a year.
Last month he was:summoned to the visa -
: bureau.in Riga-and told that his visa applica-
tion had been approved and was given until
May” 24 to'leave. He was told-that if he-doesn’t
leave he would be placed aboard a plane. The>
sources said he was called to the visa bureaw
again yesterday and told he had 48 hours to

. suffers from a heart condition which:could -
.prove fatal'if force is used against’ ‘him.

FIRST COMMERCIAL ISRAEL-MADE . .

_Beigin msust%hat the security servxces were
answerable | to the Cabini not the other-way
around, and Mrs, Meir’s 1t1atuze was dropped;
Margalit wrote, His article alleged similarities
between the 1970 incident and-the current Water~
gate scandal in Washington. ‘Hadretz recently e =
cused the authorities of tappmg telephone calls by
its military correspondent

" PARLIAMENT DEBATE ON RECOMMENDATION
TO STRIP MST LEADER OF HIS IMMUNITY. -

ROME May 23 (JTA)--Darhamept today began
a‘debate on a recommendation to strip neo-fascist
-leader Giorgio Almirante of his parhamenhry
immunity so that he can be tried in a criminal
court, Almirante*faces a charge of resurrecting
fascism with his ultra-right Italian Social Move~
ment (MSI), Italy’s fourth largest political force

“with 2.8 million votes'in the 1972 general e‘lectlon,~ .

56 deputies and 26 senators.

The Italian’ constitution and a 1952 special law
ban the resurgence, of fascism under any shape or /|
name. But Almirante says his movement is a* '
“law and order” party and has'declared he will
welcome a trial in order to clear it of the fascist »
taint;- Some pohtica] commeittators said that-if
Almirante is acquitted, he will receive a hefty
propaganda boost,

A Parliamentary committee- voted 15-3 last
night +o recommend Rimirante's trial, Those vot-
ing ‘against included two neo-fascists and a Chris-
tian Democrat. Debate in the Parliament itself is
expected to last at least-two days. The Senate
already has stripped immunity from two of its

.. neo~fascigt members, including Francesco (Ciccio)
Franco, leader of the right-wing revolt in South<
ern Regglo Culubrln ’ .

2

FATHER OF SOVIET JEWISH. PRISONLR !

“TOLD HE MUST LEAVE COUNTRY BY

THURSDAY OR BE FORCIBLY OUSTED '

TEL AVIV, May 23 (JTAY-~Moshe- Mcndele- '
vich, whose son, Josef, 16 serving a 12-year

¥

AIRCRAFT ON DISPLAY IN AIR-SHOW.

cial aircraft manufactured-in Israel—the -
Arava and the Jet Commodore~—arrived here
today to go.on display-at.the International Air
Show. Neurly two million aviation experts; *
sight-seers and potential buyers are expected
to attend the show, Elkana Galli, a spokesman
for Israel Aircraft Industries which-manu- -
‘factures the planes, said its, 1973 line has been
sold out but it is accepting orders for 1974
models.

Galli said that over a half dozen countries
have already purchased the Israeli planes and
that an undisclosed number of Israeli~made
missiles have been sold abroad. He refused to
digClose the buyers: Isrdel’s new" “«ShafTir”
missile and the surface~to-surface “Gabriel”
missile, a sea~-borne weapon, are also on dis-
play. here.,

Galli said that three-fourths of Israel Air--
craft Industry production is devoted to military
. needs and the rest-is for the civilian market.
| He said the company showed i $2 m111|0n
i profit in 1972, .

ISRAEL IS NOT APFECTED BY SENATE .
. COMMITTEE'S ACTION TO TERMINATE
MILITARY AID GRANTS TO COUNTRIES

WASHINGTON, May 23 (JTA)--Israel is not
affécted by the Senate Foreign Relations Com~
mittee’s action to terminate U,S, government
grants of military assistance to foreign coun-
trieg by July 1, 1977, The committee yesterdiy
set aside the Administration's bill calling for
. grant aid of $1.3 billion-and adopted the pro~ -
.sposal of its chairman, Sen.-J, William I‘ulbrlghl

§D .Ark) to provide $740 million’ for ﬂscal year
974 which, beging July 1,

.Under the Fulbright blll however, gales of
. .equipment on credit are not affected, Israel has
never received free military assistance, but it
* ~has purchaged cloge to $1-billion In supplies in
“the R2 years befween.1950-1972, a Pentagon
report has disclosed. Countries such as Jordan

rigon sentence imposed in the 1970 Lgn(ngmd .
Eljuck triu] may. he fm'clhly ouqted tomr)rruw .

. N '

which rv-c@lvud $91 millmn in grunl aid durlng

T

~wepart Russia. They suid:that Mendeleyich

PARIS, May 23 (J TA)=-The first'commer~ =
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the kso 1'972 penod would -be deprwed of such
~, assistance under the Fulbright bill, .

A Foreign Relations Committee staff specnahsy

explamed that the Fulbright bill would phase out'
grant assistarice r the next four years begin-
ning July 1. At me time, a hew program of=-
Tow intérest rdtes for loans to buy 'equipment-
would rovided to those countries with-which
they could purchdse equipment. The ~original vote-,

. ported that qi the 500 largest Amemcan cor-
Vo)

A

He noted r.hat. the lérgest s‘{n.gle investment -

--needed; about-$1- billion;-was-for ‘the construc~

~tion of conventmnal power plﬂnts to double
! ael’s output of electricity over the next
eight years, He said a nuclear power plant was
bemg planned for the early-1980s.
Sapir said that Israel’is seeking techmeaL :
- and business know<how from abroad. He re-: °

—grrtire: Tghtbit-was 13=37"Sens. Hugh Scott

“(R.Pa), ] Robert Griffin (R.Mich)and Gale W. "~
McGee (D:Wyo) backing the ‘Administration .

¢ ,measure, voted against it. Sen. Jacoh K. Javits’

= (R NY), who was-absent when the vote, was taken,”
was polled today ‘and he favored the Fulbnght
measure..

The House Forelgn Affalrs Committee is hold-
ing hearings on the Administration bill. Both'in
the Fulbright bill and the Administratign®s legis~
lation, Israel is earmarked for $300,mﬁ_h6n in
military credit-for purchases of equipment,.
Foreign military aid, a standard section of U.S. -
government policy since the end f World War IL,.,.
has been_ provided to.dozens of countries. A Pen~

. .tagon report, made available within thé past-week,
‘showed that $35.5 billion in equipment was given ,
away .in the 22—year period between 1950-1972.

' Eurgpe heads the'list with‘more than $14 bllllon

Breakdown By Countries

By countries, Iran was glven $833 million;

. Traq, over $46 million (none since the Six-Day
War); Jordam, $91 million; Lebanon, $10 million;
Saudi Arabid’, $36 million; and Syria, $57 million-
(none. since 1967). Egypt and Israel, never re-
ceived grant aid.

In the military sales-program, ‘Israel hought
on credit $993 million since 1950, Iran’s pur~
chases totaled $793 miilion; Saudi Arabia, $300°
million; \Jordan $13 million; and Lebanon, $4 *

'million. Syria’s purchases were negligible::

. Unofficially, it was pointed out that Egypt,
‘Syria and Iraq received vast quantities of mili-
~-tary.equipment.since the Six~-Day War. France,
Britain and other countries also shipped muni-
. — tions in large amounts to the Middle East in the
. 20-year period. In the current fiscal year endmg

i next June 30, Israel’s-purchases have been $207

million and Irdn’s were $263 million, and Saudi

\ ‘Arabia, $14 million. Lebanon's purch,xses totaled

! only $41;000.

Neither Israeli nor Egyptian military, person-~
nel received training from the United States
under tHe military assistance program in the

s years since 1950, according to the Pentagon re-

port. World-wide, more than 390, 000 forugners

were trained by the U.S,, .

lNVI‘STMENTS OF $1.9 BILLION SOUGHT
 FOR INDUSTRIAL EXPANSION, DEVELOPMENT,

TEL AVIV May 23 (JTA)~-Finance Minister
Wr said today that Israel is seeking
iflvestments totaling at least $1.9 biHion for in~
dustrialrexpansion and development in a variety
of fields over the next few years, He said the
country, would seek part of Ahese investments
from businessmen from Israel and abroad who '
will be attending the Third Internidtional' Economic
Conference for Isr'\el whtch opptis Sunduv in’ o~
Jerusalem., -

* Sapir said Israel wnnlodp\xlmul $500 mﬂllon -
for investment in,the oil and petrm,h(,mlcul in=

dustry, not including the oil presently produced by| .

the'fields in.Sinai. He said another $400 million *
was required to expand the merchant marine and.
- to allgviate the current shor tngeq of cemu\t and
nuwsprlnt .

.

.

“.methods and the seizure of their property by.

X blammg‘

e i 4 e . ‘ .

Ty: sai 'Israel is urrently represen- =
ted on'the international trade map by some .
$6 5 bl]hon and that this. ﬁgure is growing..
}iIGH COURT DISMISSES BEDOUIN APPEAL
ON RAFTAH AREA QUSTER BY MILITARY -

JERUSALEM, May 23 (JTA)--The Supreme
Court today dismissed an appeal by nine Be-.
douin tribes agamst ordérs by_the Military
Governor evacuating them from their lands
in the Raffah area near the Gaza Strip. The -
court ruled that the /orders were legitimate
and in-the interests of national security,

The Bedouins, who lodged their dppeal a
year ago, complained about the evacuation

Israeli soldiers. Justice Moshe Landau held

that the evacuation orders were issued in ac--
cordance with thé Geneva and Hagug coflvén~- "t
tions and that there was no reason to suspect

the Military Governor’s motives. Justice

- Alfred Vitkon'said that secuntv‘npnsmeratlans
. guided the Army’s action;-and Justice Yitzhak

‘Kister held there were 1o grounds to inter-
vene in the Military Governor’s jurisdiction
.in the matter.

CEMENT SHORTAGE CAUSING PROBLEML ’

TEL AVIV, May 23-(J TA)--An acute cement
shortage has developetin-Israel causing cons"
tractors to seek supplies on the black market
or suspend -constructioh. The Nesher Cement
a division 6f Koor Industr\es . which has

the monopoly on cement production in Israel,
- produces just over 1,5 million tons a year at
.its three plants against an estimated demand
this year for 2.5 million tons.

Nesher, which is obliged to import cement
to make up its shortage, appears reluctant to
do so. Several shiploads of cement are waiting
to unload.at Israeli ports but the vessels ¢an-
not discharge their cargoes bedause of the :
scarcity of facilities to handle bulk cement.

‘Housing Minister Zeev Sharef, meanwhile, * .

has blamed contractors for undertaking-too -
many bulldmg starts. The contractors are
the Ports Authority [6r deldy’s in un-
loading imported cement. The Ministry of -
C’cmmerce and Industry.is consideting a
fourth cement plant outside of the Nesher
monopoly. Two local firms and two foreign
firms ard/bidding for a license to build and
1L200 million cement factory..

.

A brick inscribed thh the words, “The
Neo-Nazi.Party of Great Britain, ¥ was thrown
through'a windgw of the B’nai Birith Hillel
House in_ London today. Apart from the window .
nolhlng was Uamugcd and no one was hurt, .
Hillel House personnel reported. receiving four .
tclep}\onv homb threats lod.xv. Police are’ in~
vestigating. .

LS

“Hilmur ‘Buddee, a 28-year-old former
‘mathematics student, was charged.today in
West Berlin with planting explosives at-the El
Al office.there in Dec. 1969. The cxploslveq
wera-discovered and defused,

[




.‘ FUND’ FROM OPPOSITION ATTAC!

his “Special Prmects Fund” from .attack by oppo= .. -
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SAPIR DEFENDS 'SPECIAL PROJECTS

JERUSALEM. May 23 (JTA)--Eaaance Mmister
Pm.has Sapir v1gqrously and vociferously defended . .

sition Knesset factions today. There was not the
shghtest stam on the Fund’s*fecord, Sapir asserted-

proved ‘that not all the money was for bona ﬁde
worthy ‘cduses, Sapir shouted at him{ “You'are
the greatest slanderer in the country

ANTI-| SEMITIC GROUP BEING REVIVED "
BUENOS AIRES. May 23,.(‘1TA1\,=52131e notor=
\gnti-Semiti fzati Alig Liber

. tervals to the State Contmller and to the Knesset

.

9’;

2 agamst -its- he saxd “were- the-product of a- _ft_e,w

;, partles rallied-around Sapir. The left and right-

'fur some time. Sapir has had.to defend his activi~

‘' a ‘majority. The Cabinet, two weeks ago, also Tssued|.

. fund has raised $280 million from foreign and:local

d-of=Fhe-ace

minds. ~
Sapir’s specxal projects fund was attacked by
Uri Avneri who demanded that ‘a. special government
commission should be appointed to investigate it; |
But his Knesset motion-to this effect was defeated
by a vote of 33-17. The coalition and rellgxous

wing “opposition groups combmed to muster the 17
votes,
A public debate on the fund has been proceedmg

ties before the Knesset Finance Committee whicki,
after hearing detailed reperts from the Minister
himself and his-senior fund-raiser, Knesset mem- -
beT Aviad Yaffe,’endorsed the fund’s activities by

a statement expressing satisfaction and admiration |
at'the Fund’s suceesses.’ .
Sapir declared last week that in two years the :

donors for educationgl, health and welfare projects

in Israel. The contributions were solicited over }
and above the donors’ regular Unitéd Jewish Appeal
or United Israel Appeal contributions, Sapir stres-
sed. He also reported fully on the fund.at close in="

Finance Committee.
Sohcmng Methods EXP. Tatiied

“evelled partlcu arly

-flaw in having the §ame man soliciting denations

- be moved to committee, but this too wassvoted
- down, Corfu sald his party was not'satisfied with

*verting some of the funds to the Labor Party’. He'.
. held up n copy of a recelipt for IL 100,000 dujed,

- Criticism in the.gress and elsewmare had been
at Sapiris sohc\tmg from local
entrepreneurs. it was said that there was an_ethical.]

and allocating loans and grants to the same donor/ ;
manufacturer. Sapir stressed that only 10 percent
of the fund’s revenues were solicited locally and” .
that even many of the so~-called 1ocal donors in-fact
had their businesses outside Israel,

In the Knesset today,-Sapir recalled that a ma-
jority of the Finance Committee, including some -
Gahal rnem}éel;s had been satisfied.that all was
above reprodch. He repeated that all projects were
proposed by relevant government ministries to
potential donors. It was not.as though he, Sapir,
set priorities, he said, The funds themselves were
channeled thmug},uhe Jewish, Agency whose inter-~
nal comptroller supervised the transactions. «

“AYmeri, charging that the fund was “Israel's
Watergate,” demanded a-.commission to investigate
if pressures were exerted on donors and whether
donors received benefits in return for gifts, and
whether any of the money was passed 4o political
parties. He charged that Gahal was in league with*
Sapir, This prompted Gnhul leader Menachem
Beigin to reply that a man like Avneri, who had
“ruined a generation qf Israeli youth with his mag-
azine (Haolam Hazeh) for filthy lucre,! has no nght
to preach to anyone.« .

Gahal's. Haim, Corfu suggeqled Avheri’s motion

the detailed reporting of the fund to the Knesset
Finance Committee. Shmuel Tamir, o of. the Free
Center faction, abstained but accused Sapir of di~ .

1969. from "Autocnrs." a, local.car manufucturer,

-tadora-Nacionalista:(National Liberation—:"
"Alliance), which was famous-in-the 1940s and
1950s for anti-Jewish actions, anti-Semitic .
L daupings on Jewish buildings; and _violence..
~has§ been restructured and-is ready.to continue
where it left off 15 years ago when-it decided
to go underground The-announcement .of its -~
resurfacing was made by its founder, Juan o
Queralto, who has been-in-a self-imposed exile
in Paragudy for the last 17-years. Queralto,
now 61.years old, said in a statement issued
in Paraguay and released here that he will ‘once .
-again head the ALN: In the same statemant he
expressed thanks to Paraguay’s President Gen,
" Alfredo Storessner for the protection he e_zg- o
tended during his years in exile. -

ANARCHIST BOMBER SPENT ’I'WO YEARS ~
IN ISRAEL AS A KIBBUTZ MEMBER "~

| . TEL AVIV. May 23 (JTA)--Gianfranco

Bertoli, anItalian anarchist arrested in-Milan
last week for throwing a grenade that killed one
person and injured more than 40, spent two .-
years on an Israeli kibbutz as a volunteer, it
was disclosed 'here. The members of Kibbutz .
Kirmiya, a Mapam kibbutz in the’ "Gaza St
had no idea that he was a fugitive froth Italian <
police who had entered Israel under a false g
name with a stolen passport.
*_ 'Italy, meanwhile has asked police agencms
in“Israel, France, Switzerland and Britain for
help in finding out ‘whether Bertoli's act was B
part of an international conspiracy to cfeate
-disorder in Italy. A 35~years sold-Arab believed
to be from Yemen, was arrested in Venice
Saturday on susplclon of being linKed, in the
alleged plot.
. Accordmg to lsraeh offlcmls Bertoli, 40.
arrived in the cquntry two years ago and was
directed to Karmiya by a central office that
directs all volunteers from abroad to kibbut=
zim, The kibbutzim are selected without re-
gard to their political affiliations. The offi~
cials said that Bertoli carried a valid pass-
port afid ‘that he was never suspected or ques-
tioned because there was no Intarpol bulletin
- out-for a man. of his description,
He was lmownhLthbulz Karmlyu as Mus-
simo Mggari. He told the members that he -
left home becduse his parents were separated
and his gir¥ friend had left him., Jle spoke .
litle of the past and was apparently well-liked
by many of the kibbutz members, When his _
qQne-year voluntcer term expired he signed up
for a second year, snylng,?"l love-the kibbutz -
way of hf(‘ " Pty

Mps. Elis: \belh Terper wife o[ World Wur
.. II'master spy., Leopold Trepper, h‘\s been
issued a visa for travel in the United Statesy
the Trepper Defense.Commiitce in Copenhagen
disclosed today. A committee spokesman sald, 7
‘ghe planned to go to the U,S, next month tor - .
‘campaign on her husbini’apehalf during the
“visit of Soviet Communist” ‘Party Secretary
.Leonid I Brezhnev. Trepper,.who lives in
Warsnw, has been rcfuse&.m L‘\H'Vlﬁll by -
Dolish authorities, - .
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““vey by the American Jewish | .Committeehas es-

. ‘are worse than they have been in the two decades .|

~ *Anti-Semitism xg

" dated-Arab propaganda-apparatus” has been de=

"™ platant. Jews have been pushed out of most posi-

" while inother countrigs, Such.as Syria and Iragq,

“"nant continues.,

. ever, the country has a new, ‘strong law against
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REPORT SHOWS ATTACKS:ON ZIONISM, ~ .
ODE WORDS FOR ANTI-SEMITISM
Ultra Rxght Groups Se=n:Declining - . - 3

-NEW YORK, May 22 (JTA)--A worldwide sur-

By

tablished that attacks on Zionism and Israel’ h'we

become code  words for ‘anti-Sémitism, and that

“Such attacks. are being made by a broad. Ty
=ETOupsS;. | the-extreme right to-the-New Le

But the survey also found that “there appe'\rs ‘to
be a waning of the strength of Fascists and other_ .
-ultra=Rightist movements around’ the world.
Naked\classwai anti~-Semitism-is mcreasmgly
rare in most Western.nations.”

A similar survey by the AJCommlttee 10 years
ago found that the ultra~Rightist movements con-
,stituted the main threat to Jews, along with Com-
"munist gd(zernmant policy in-most of Eastern
Europe. Today, in the Soviet Union, the report = .
said, despite the easing of some restrictions-on
emigration and the departure of several thousands®
of Jews each year, conditions for the Jews there -

.since the death of Joséph Stalin.
A comprehensive draft text-of the report,
the 1970's: A Survey of the =
Foreign Scene,” roduced: wi a gra mt of-the s~
Leonard and Rose Sperry International Center for
the Resolution of Group Conflict, wias.made public
here by Morris H. Bergreen; Chairman, Foreign
“Affiirs Commission; at the AJCommitteé's 67th
“annual meeting. A companion report on the state
of anti-Semitism in the. Urnted States ls currentlv
in preparation. - :
The Teport points out that &’ "hlghly sop}ustx-

‘veloped; ‘which. ®has reintroduced overt ‘expres-
sion and occasional ac¢ts of open anti-Semitism
“cloaked in.anti-Zionist and anti-Israel terms.”
The Arab attacks, the survey explains, have at=
-tracted a “broad range of individuals and- groups,
ranging ffom the extreme right to the New Left,"
financed by vast sums of money emanating from
_Arab sources, including-oil revenues.”
The report details the extent of antl-Semltlsm
in many parts of the world. In the Soviet Unior,
it says in part, overt and ‘covert anti-Semitism
abound, anti-Semitic publications are frequent, _
afjd anti<Zionist and anti~Semitic propaganda is *

tiops of importance in the government, and
though the proportion of Jews\with higher educa-~
tiom is still large, Jewish students are fmdmg it
more difficult to get into better schools.-

Incidénts In Europe; South Ameri

In some moderate, prorWestern Arab coun-
tries such as Morocco and Tunisia, the security
{ Jews has been protected by the authorities,

persecution and murder of the tiny Jewish rem-

An upSurge of nntl-Semltlc lncﬁ:lents in Italy,
combined with the resurgence of neo-Fascist
movement, has shaken thé"JéWish"¢ommunity
theré, In France, strong Arab propaganda efforts
and New Left hostility to Israel have tarnished

the image of- dews among some young people, How-|

P

group defamation and group:slander, “{hich has
already been appliedfagainst an editor who™ r(,-

< I Germiny, the far Tight anti-Semitic or-

_-|-active part in the struggle against apartheid.

1'TO MARK VISIT OF LEONID BREZHNEV- ~

wa

ganizations that flourished a few years'ago .
have disintegrated and New' Left-influence has -
also slipped, though Arab-organizations are: e
quite active. There is also an active’ pro-Arab—
‘propaganda effort in Great Britain, although
‘most_British Jews feel quite secure, as do most

P .
to assert their Jewish identity ‘without” Hindrance
but they cannot, without serious risk, take an

" Jews in Argentina, Brazil, Chile and Mexico,
where the bulk of the contifiént's Jews live, are
*:,:qu‘:grned about.a’ flood of anti-Israel.propagan-
da, fomented by Arab Leuague offices, that the -
Jews fear could stir a new wave of anti-Jewish ,
feeling. Since 1964, there-have, been many syna- ,
gogue bombings and other anti-Semitic dcts in
Argentina, coincidental with increased Arab-
propaganda activities. In Brazil, where there .«
hasBéen a remarkablé economic upsurge,
organized anti-Semitism is not a probleém. In
Chjle, political unrest has.led o the departure
‘of about20 percent of Chile's Jews.in the past ’

| two'years but President Salvador Allende has

poken ott strongly against 4nti-Semitic Arab
rprbpa_ganda. In Mexicoi an intense Arab propa- )
ganda’ effort has been aided by the activities. of ~
both the Soviet Union and the People $ Republic
of China.

WEEK OF EVENTS FOR SOVIET JEWS_

" NEW YORI\ May 23 (J"‘A)--A Freedom

"Assembly for Soviet Jews will ‘take place on
- the ellipse in Washmgton Juné 17 on the eve
| of the arrival of Soviet Communist Party *

Secretary Leonid I,"Brezhnev, it was announced

today by the National Coriference on Soviey,

T| Jewry which is the general sponsor of the .

assembly. A'NCSJ spokesman said that thg event

will represent the concern of millions of.Ameri-

cans for Soviet Jews, and will initiate a week-

long series of events around the country. . ~
Richard Maass, chairman of the NCSJ, ex~

plained that “Soviet Jews live in a tense anda

dangerous atmosphere. Arrests continue, serious

harassment ‘endangers lives, and the spectre’of

a major “show” trial in Minsk, are of grave con-

cern tous, We are aware of the recent suspen-~

sion of ‘the “dipl®ma tax," but thousands of "

Soviet Jews, repeately rebuffed, are still not

permitted to be Teunited with their families in

Israel and. elsewhere, Naturally, we welcome

progress that has been made, especially in

regard to increased errT];r.mon but during the

week of Brezhnev®s visit we will underscore

our commitment. to ptess for the rights of

Soviet Jews to emigrate freely and to live as

Jews,"” .

In coordination with the National Jewxsh

Commiunity Relations Advisory Council, dozens

of Eastern seaboard ¢ommunities wili be repre-'

sented at the assembly. Responsibility for co- .

ordinating the assembly in Washington has been

undertaken by the Washington Jewish Commumty

‘Council for the NCSJ' Qther organi zations in~

Volved nn..thcfln((‘rrengiou: Task, Force, on

Soviet Jewry and the Acudemlc Commltlce onf .

prlnted an rmu Semitic article,

. Sovlet Jewry.
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