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B efus
rael’s Chiei of Staff to disclose details about last
night’s raid against the homes and h rters

: name. of thé other one was withheld though his vel~

& nej th

atives were informed.  The condition' of the ;wo T

- of Arab terrorists, in Lebanon led observar‘sio--__
speculate’ today that another such raid is likely if
Lebanon continued to make available facxlltles for
Araining terrorists.

Gen, David Elazar declined, at.a press confer-

- ence here today’ to provide any information on the
raid from the operational point of view. -He did
say, however;.that the raid, in which two Israeli
soldiers were killed ‘and two; wounded was car~
ried out by paratroopers and a commando unit'in

- a combined operation with the Navy. and Air Force,|

+ Gen. Elazar said the'raid lasted slightly long=
er than two and ahalf hours and that the raiders
Kkilled three top terrorist leaders and destroyed
the headquarters. of the K ien ‘‘Democratic
Front”” terronst group The raiders did not take |
any prisoners,{he said.

“No. 2 Fatah Leader Slain..

Gen Elazir said the loss’ of the three guerrillal
leaders was a severe blow to the Arab terrorist .
organizations, particularly since two were lead~
erg of:El Fatah, They were identified as Aba™ =
Yusuf Najar, descnbed 3s Fatah’s No. 2 leader;

Kamal Nassar, a Fatah leader and spokesman; and g

Jamal Adwan, believed-responsible.for. planning
terrorist activities. ingide Israel.” In response to
a-question, Gen, Elazar said the three Fatahlead-.
ers were involved-in the preparation.of the mas~
- gacre last Sept, 57at Olympiad headquarters in
. Munich.. He said the Israelis had eight-targets,
seven-in Beirut and one in Sidon where Fatah had
a garage in which its.vehicles'V were maintained..
and serviced, Later inthe day, Israeli sources
: estlmated casualties in the raid as 50 dead. -
—Gen, Elazar said specific instructions hadbeey,
issued to the-raiders to avoid, t6" the maximum
degree, any clashes with Lebanese security for~
ces or with civilians;-But there was some inter-
ference with the raiders and the Lelfanese suffered
some losses. ¥

eir Praiges Ralds

remler

tressed Israel’s two-fold policy against
terrorist activity-~the defensive one, best illus-
‘trated in the incident in Nicosia where a security |
guard on an El Al plane.foiled an attempt by three|
guernillad to hijack the plane, wounding all of - |
them; and the’ offensive one, such as the raid into

Liebanon 1ast night, which he said was-not an act of|

retaliation but an action to hit the terrorists.
The raids were.praised today by Premier Golda
Meir in a speech to the Knesset, -She said the
raiders had attacKed terrorists who had killed be-
fore and were playjning to kill again. ¢Shining
pages’’ would be itten nbout the raid in the iut-
._ure,.she said. .

- Israeli sources sald theiraid was ordered after
an intéhsification of terrorist activities in Europe
and elsewhere, They cited: “at least’® nffie major
incidents: which they said had originated in the’
Belput terrorist oxganization.. They. listed the .. .
murder of an American diplomat in Khartour in ’
the Sudan, the blowing wp of a-Greek; vessel in'

‘| horse. ‘A dedicated scientist, he had never béen in

Betrut prlor to-its departure for Haifa, tha kﬂllng
N . o

W ldiers was.called. satlsfamg,, .;,,‘ =,

PROF, EPHRAIM KATQHALSKI S
ELECTED PRESIDENT OF ISRAEL ‘
IN. FIRST BALLOT VICTORY

JERUSALEM April 10 (J TA)--Prof Ephralmf
Katchalgki, a 57-year-old Wei. nni Institute bio-
physicist, won a:first ballot victory in the Knesset
this'morning to become Israel’s fourth President
in 25 years. Dr Katchalski, the candidate:of the
‘Labor Party; was elected by a vote of 66-41'with
. hine. abstentions on a secret ballot, defeating the
National Religious Party’s candidate Prof. Eph-.--

.| raim Uhrbach. The new Presndent will take the.

oath of office May 24. 1 .
... Immediately after the elechon, Knesset Speaka
er Yisrael “Yeshayahu informed the chamber that -
the new President had told him that if elected he °
would Hebraize his name, changing it to Katzir, T
the name of his ldte brother, Prof. Aharon Katzir, -
who was killed in the Lod Airport massacre last -
May 30.. A Knesset delegation went to Dr. Katchal~
| ski’s home on the Weizmann Institufe campus in-+ .
Rehovot tlus mormng to mform him oiﬂcxally of
the-

Prof. Kat¢halski’s nomination for the Presiden-
cy by the Labor Party’s Central Committee. last~. -
March 22 surprised most Israelis. - Mariy-of the——
party’s leaders and rank-and-file had favored Dep-
uty Knesset Speaker Yitzhak Navon who was popu=
lar in the KneSset. .Katchalski was clearly a dark
politics and although the r t of ional
accolades. for his sclentiﬁc work, was, relative]y
unknown, - °
... Dr, Katchalski rode to. easy vic dry.on.54. Labor. |
Party ballots, four from the Independent Liberals «
and four from the Labor Alignment-affiliated Arab -
and Druze factions. He picked-up unexpected votes
from two Communist fadtions and from' inde=
pendent Meir Avizohar to win with a margin of
five votes more than the 61 necessary for a first
ballot victory. Dr. Katchalski will serve a five-
year term with the option of seeking a second term
in 1978.-

" In announcing-the’election results to the’ "Kiies-
set, Yeshayahu said ‘Al honor to our new Presi--
dent. We wish him well,”

DR: KATCHALSKI EXPECTED TO BE lSRAEL'S

MOST ACTIVE PRESIDENT POLITICALLY

JERUSALEM, April 10 (J TA)--Prof. Ephralm
Katchalski, the' 57—year-old Russian-born scien~
tist who was elected Israel’s fourth President to-
day foll in the fc of his pred 8 in
‘that he is an outstanding scholar.. But'he may turn
otit to be Israel’s most active President politically,
Bources close to the Weizmann Instltute of Solence
biophysicist indicated today.

Like Israel’s first President, the late Dr. Chnim
Wéizmann, Dr, Katchalski’s fleld is the phygical -
sciences; ‘Hisother two predecessors, President
Zalman Shazar and the- late-President ¥itzhak-Ben:
Zvi, were immersed in different areas of scholar- .
shlp Assoemtes of Dr,. Kawhulskl satd today that

1
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- “he will not represent any: departure from’ these
three except m terms of age.””. Dr. Katchalskl is

prepared to g9 along" wtth a compromise, offered
by Justice Minister Yaacov Shimshon Shapiro,

—Israel’s YO Tesident. S
- ~—But he is—expected‘to ‘bé a very active Presx-
‘dent, He Jeft that impression the day after his:

’ nomination last March when he said he hoped to-

be more than a symbolic leader and possibly even

-~ a force behind Mmﬂle East peace developments.
He said-he d-that tict .

|~"that would have permifted Jews to purchase Arab

_land under strict government supervision and lic-
ense requirements, But she said she changed

«her.mind last week when she was given a list of
applications fo; i_;:,,gm_ purchase of hugé tracts of
Jand in the adminis redr;errxtones. She gaid the

t-as-a he-
sould: ‘play-a- ma:%r role in focussing local energy
onthe: apphcahon of science-in Israel and the -
Migddle East,
ic leadership will give us a real mission to raise
the economicand.technological level of our*en~*
““tire region. -It can be a challenge in which Jews
~ and Arabs can work together,’’ Prof, Katchalski -
said.

Dr. Katchalski was the first smentxst to syn-
thesize a complex protein-like-molecule, poly-
lysine, which-is used in immunology research.
He will continue his research on a part-time ',
basis while serving as President, just as Dr,
Weizmann did during his tenure, ‘He was the -
first chief 'scientist of the Defe e Mmlstt.y, a

- post he took: in 1966,
israel’s new: Presxdent has two children: and
two grandchildren. His son, Meir, who is mar~

ried is a mathematics student at the Hebrew Uni-|

Versity. His daughter Irit, is if"the’ Army.
. STATE DEPT DEPLORES BEIRUT RAID

" DENIES U.S. AIDED ISRAELI COMMANDOS

. WASHINGTON, April 10 (J TA)-~The State De-
partinent today deplored the Israeli raid-omnArab
terrorist headquarters in Beirut last night and

-—branded as-*“‘mischievous’? allegations-by-the
Palestine Liberation Or lzatmn of U S. com-
-plicity i 4ip-the-attack;—
Department .spokesman Charles Bray told
newsmen at today s briefing that “We ourselves’
-have-on many occasions deplored the cycle of
violence which has taken such a heavy toll in hu-
| man life and suffering and 'we must regretfully
deplore it again,”” He said if it.were —proved’;hat
.innocent Jives were 10st, the United States’.re- .
‘gret wauld be “even greater.’’
Bray said-the PLO, a]legation-that some-ele~
" ments of the Israeli commando force had taken
... refuge ifi'the Afnierican Embassy- iu Beirut “is

utterly without foundation.”’
us Atta s

Waldheim Deplores Beirut, Cypr

* (A United Nations spokesman said today that *
- Secretary General Kurt Waldheim *‘learned with
- deep concern of the incidents in Cyprus and Leb-
-, anon’’ and that ‘“‘he deplores these new acts of
" violence’ which can ‘‘only further increase ten-
siofand complicate the search for a just nnd last-
ing peace in the Middle East.’’)

MRS MEIR SAID FEAR OF SPECULA’HON—
" CHANGED HER MIND ON LIF’I‘ING .
LAND PURCHASES BAN

. JERUSALEM April 10 (JTKS--Premier Golda
- Meir told the Knessét today that she changéd her

>

.mind on the issue of land purchases in the admin-
' istered territories after seeing the list of appli- [

cations from private persons for permission to
buy Arab lands and watching the prices “‘leap .
skyward?’ during the two weeks of tionwide de-
bate-on thé subjeet. She sald that Cliims, tha
she was pressured; by Wishington to change l&er
mind on altering the status' quo were “laughnble"
and she would not bother to' rebut them,' Israel’s
.- récord on pressure since 1967 needs 0o defens
—the Premier declared. |
.M”‘ Melr admitted that she was reluctantly

L

“‘Once we have peace, our scientif-

pplications added-upto-over-100;000 dunams -
(25, OUOacres) “of land between Jerusalem and
- Ramailah and Jerusalem and Bethlehem: “She said-
the-size’ of the tracts led her to believe that spec-
ulators were at work in at least some cases. .
Mrs. Meif spoke in reply,to motions of no
-~ confidence from the Gahal and Free Center fac-
tions.. She stressed that settlement on govern-
ment-purchased land in the administered territdr~
i€s was going ahead as planned. * She noted that
‘45 settlements have been set up so far in the ter~
ritories and observed that the Cabinet-had ne;
stated that any part of those areas was barre:
. from Jewish settlement.. But“every new project,
must have Cabinet approval,-she said.

NIXON ASKS BROAD AUTHORITY TO
GRANT U.S. TRADE BENEFILTS TO ANY
.: COUNTRIES IN DIN N
Offers Congress Veto Over MFN Sta’ms~
Jackson Introduces Amendment -

WASHINGTON, April 10 @ TA)--Prestd/ent Nix-
on asked authority today to extend U.S, govern~
-mental trade benefits to any country, including
,the Soviet Union, without prior Congressional
“sanction-wherrhe deentedit in the national inter- ..
‘est. But he offered Congress a.compromise in
the form of a veto omthe issue of. gra.ﬁt“g m‘ost
favpred nation status. R

“The President’s request was corltamed ina .,
134-page legislative proposal to Congress entitled
the “‘Trade Reform Act of 1973,’? .His proposals’
appeared to be asking for more Presidential power

.over trade than any other American President in
history to help meet the _competition’ U S. industry
faces in overseas markets, . g

The President’s request no sooner reached
--Congress-when Sen, Henry M. Jackson (D.Wash.)
introdiced the legislative measure bearing his.,
name which would withhold most favored nathq .
status from any country that denies its citizens™
the rlght to emigrate and which imposes more
than:nominal emigTation fees. . The Jackson meas~
ure is obviously aimed atthe Soviet Union and-the
exorbitant diploma tax it levies on-citizens seek*
ing to emigr;}e\virtually all' of whom are Jews.

The Jackson amendment is: supported by 76
Senators An identical measure introduced. in the
House by Reps. Wilbur Mills (D.Ark.) and Charles

» Vanik (D,Ohio) has the support of-275 Represen-
tatives,

In his proposal; Nixon snld he would notify .
Congress at least 90 days in‘advance of conclud-
ing an agreement and if neither he House nor the
Senate moved to block it, it woul g0 jnto effect.

He made it clear that he wanted the authority to |
grant the Soviet Union most favored. nation treat-"
‘ment-~tariff concessions, U,S, credits and invest~
.ment guarantees-~and thereby ensure repayment
by the Soviet government af its World Wur m.
lend-legse debt,

, Referring directly to the diploma mx 1mposed
on Soviet Jews, Nixon sald, ¢ recognize the deeP
concern which many in the Congress, have- ex~"
presséd over the tax Tevied"tn. Soviet citizens'
wishing to emigrate to new countries, However,

1 do not belteve that a policy of denying most fav-
-ored patlon:treatmient to Soviet | exports is a prop-~
er’or even an eﬂecu\s ng wlth Lhis v




. pressed” his wish to. .engage in. “‘quiet di
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problenn 77 Nixon' had on previous occasipns ex=
i ’

manson iannly with UN Secretary General Kurt
Waldhetm-and would bring: it up-with- Waldheimv

,on the emlgraéion issue. .
Sen:.Jacob K, Javits, a leading supporter. of -

again, -, &
Sylva Zalma.nson is serving a ten-year sern~

'the Jackson legislation, indicated that the veto--. | tence at a strict ‘regime 1abor camp in the Soviet

. -proposal embodied in the Presidential statement

Union, - Her'h Edward Ki v is"serv-

"+ would prevail, - “It is my expecbatlon that the Con- ing a 15-year sentence and her brnﬂ;er, Israel an

gress will build‘a check-~that is a veto--in those’
5 of the bill which accord the President unuf

;authorities, 35,° he said..

_ISRAEL RELATIONS ON.‘PLATEAU, GAN |

S
GO HIGHER, DINITZ TELLS JEWISH LEADERS

NEW YORK, April 10 (JTA)--Simcha Dinitz,
* Israel’s new Ambassador to the United States,

FROM CZECHOSLOVAKIA

first Lenmgrad hijack trial in
_brother, Vulf, who was tried‘separately:*
mg a-10~year sentence at hatd labor

JEWISH VISITOR;

Dec. 1970 P——Anof.her
" selvs

LONDON, April 10 (JTA)--Three former

said.today.that there-was no such thing as a “‘sumy Czech Jews visiting relatweé were expelled
mit or peak’’ in U.S.-Israel relations, but that re< from Czechoslovakia, accordmg_to ‘d Prague

lations between the twao_gountries WEre on a
“‘plateau and 'we must strive ever higher ”
.-The 44~year-old diplomat who presented his
credentinls to President Nixon at the White House
. _yesterday, addressed. the Conference 6f Presi=
- dents of Ma;or Amerlcan Jewish Organizations.

- It'was his first appearance:before American Jew-|_

ish,leaders or any Jewish audience since coming
_.tofhe U.S, as [srael’s Ambassador. .
-Dinitz said-his meeting with Nixon was B
‘‘friendly,”’ - He said his conversation at the
White House yesterday underscored his pehei
that “I was not talking to people who close their ..
eyes or their minds to Israel’s needs or who: are
about to change their ‘basic policies.’’
Ambassador Dinitz warned, however, that ¢no

" basic issues had been resolved in terms of Is-

. rael's desu‘e for ‘peace wlth its Arab ﬂElgll—EOlEiiw
- maintenance of its economic, military and, social -
- strength ’? He'also emphasized:the nééd for
“more dialogue’”’ between American Jews and
Israel.

- ZALMANSON UNCLE STARTS
HUNGER STRIKE QUTSIDE UN
.-Seeks Intervention For KinIn
- Soviet Forced Labor’ Camps ™

NEW YORK, April 10 (.ITA)--Avrnham Zal-
manson, a 50-year-old Israeli whose niece and
nephews--Sylva Zalmanson, her husband Edward.
and her brothers Israel and Vulf--are serving
long sentences in Sovlet forced labor camps, be=

" gan a hunger strike outs;de the United Nations to-
day in the hope that by dramatizing their plight

- he could prompt the UN to intervene in their be-

- half,

_Zalinanson, who em!grated from Russia to -
Israel in 1959 and lives in Bat Yam, called atten~
tion to his vigil ﬁy entering a mock-up four-foot

. squareycell-built against the Isaiah Wall facing:
UN headquarterg,.a facsimile of the ceils in which)
his kin are confined.—Heé-said he would.gubsist on
water, Zalmanson told a Jewish Telegraphic
Agency reporter that he was a diabetic, He sald
. that since the-arrest-of his family in Russia he
had conduoted eight hunger strikes, four of them
at the Walling Wall in Jerusalem. He fold theJTA
that he was not able to got police permlsaion to
remain jn front of the UN overnight, He said he
would leave at midnight and return the next morn-
ing. “I chase to have a hunger strike here be-
cause I want the UN to do somethtng about this,”
he said.

Zalmanson was helng nssisted by mémbers
of the American Jewish Congress, the Zionist
0rgnn1zntinn of Americn and the Student Struggle
for -Soviet Jewry. He was ‘visited atnoon by Is-. .

" ra€l’s UN Ambassador Yosef Tekoah who told

<~ : .

- Germany.

, st.,ar and three star hotele.

- him'that he’ hud discussed the matter of the an-
. . N iy W

radio broadcast. The Jews, Arthur Laufer, of
Frankfurt and his twd daughters, had been visit-
ing family grave sites when they were ordered . :
out. ‘Laufer told the International Council ¢ “Jews.
from Czechoslovakia that he had engaged i no
.political activities whatsoever and did not know=:
reagon for his ouster.- ~He'is ani official in-
ter at the country coutt in Essen, West

—

o
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ISRAELI HOTEL. RATES SOAR™
25% ON EVE OF HOLIDAYS
JERUSALEM, April 10 (JTA)--Mn.ny S
hotels have raised their rates by 25 percent as a
result of the recent price hikes for food, oil and
water. The price rises were put into effect on tlie-
eve of the annual fourist rush that precedes the
two mi]orspring holidays, Passover and Inde--
pendenee Day.’ .
~ The-director-of-the-Hotel- Owners Asaociatlon,‘
Dr Kurt Licht, said “the price of meat just-rose
by 50 percenty Basically, everything has-gone up
in price, What do you expect from hotel owners?
~~that they will absorb all these pnce 1ncrenses

.| themselves?’? -

A check of 30 hofels in Israel indicated that —
hotel owners had already imposed indirect prlce
increases by abolishing special reductions for

".| children and by raisifig food prices: . The largest

price increases were at hotels in"Safed, ’I‘ibenas,
_Ashkelon and Natanya, usually-in-the modest- two

TSRAEL SEES IMPROVED CQMMERQIAI
TIES WITH EUROPEAN COMMON MARKET

BRUSSELS, April 10.(J' TA)--Isrnel Will seek to
consgolidate its commercial ties with the enlarged |

' ff

| Common Market over the.next six years and cre-

ate a sound market in European Economic Com-~
munity coudtries for its technological and indus~
‘trial products [Ambassador Itzhak Minerbi, diréc~
tor of the Israeli Foreign Ministry’s’ economio
department, said here today.

,_ Inthe first complete policy statement slnoe the
enlargement of the EEG, Minerbi said that Israel -
should be able by }976 to export 46 percent of its *
gross national product, chiefly to the EEC, - “In
order to achieve'thts result,’” Minsrblssatd, ‘‘we
must develop malnly 1pduatr(a1 exports,”’ He ad=
ded that Israel.would assure its relations with the
EEC by assuming free-exchange Zone status with .
the Europeans,.in gradual steps to be completed
by July 1, 1977, ‘

President Zalman Shaznr wrote the. final two
1étters:in }'I(orah ‘scroll.presented in Jerysalem .
by 200,000 Jewish children from 26 countries, in
what he described as ‘‘the final ceremony of my
presidency and the start of a new perlod ‘of public
nnuvfty " I .

’ e
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-—to.agree-to-cut-back by'12,000 a'year, i.ey, ina« .}

.- JTA ‘Daily Neys ‘Bliiieﬁ;l

\No Cutback. On Immigrant Housing ™ .-

e

“de
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-/ BEHIND THE HEADLINES: - ° ‘
e e e T . i J
"GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS EXPLAIN . ]
OUSING SITUATION RN y .
y David Landau, JTA Jerusalem Bureau Chief
JERUSALEM, ADF1Y0"( TA)~-Whén-Finance
;- Minister Pinhas Sapir announced early in Marqh
‘that too many apartments were-being Built in ]

Ol
tractors-to-cut.down by:12,000 -units-in-the-com- -

. *ing year he left a lot of questions unanswered:

- Israelis and Israel’s supporters abroad wanted —|
_to know how in'March theré was suddenly a-Sur-
feit 'of homes when in January and Febl;usry therg
had been panicky talks of a housing.crisis.

Government-pfficials now offer a two~part

- answer to explain the appirent contradiction.
Firstly, they say, Sapir did not mean there were
too many flats heing-built for ihmigrants; for

*.. young couples, and for slum dwellers. -The sur-

~feit was on-the private market. As for the sud-

.d of his: conclug that was simply the .
result of erroneous figures provided by the Cen-|
tral Bureau of Statistics which were only cor-

‘rected last Feb, L

. ‘In'Nov. the Bureau réported that 76,000 ap-

- artments were being built throughout Israel. But:

in Feb. it was reported-that there were-in fact

-82,000. "The extra 6000 were almost all in the™

private sector; :

RS

N As a'result of these figures, and as part of

- the government’s general drive against inflation,
Sapir decided that private-home building must -

e cut back, By threatening the contractors with

‘tax oirall expensive dpartments he forced them

_stead of some 30,000 privately built homes grig<
<inally planned for next year, less than 20,000
will be built. N L
*..There i8 to be no"cutback, however,-in gov- "
ernment-built housing for immigrants and needy
Israelis, Sapir’s assistant, Dan Halperin -
_stressed. ‘Somé-30;000 such apartments were
“originally planned for next year-for these pur-~
poses and-they will a]l be built. -Indeed, the gov-
ernment hopes: they will be built more quickly
~~now_that the pressure on the building industry
from the private sector, both on manpower and*
on materials, is somewhat alleviated by Sapir's
. cutback, L - :
The cutback on private building is likely to
escalate the goaring prices of housing still fur~
ther. But,"says Halperin, prices were rising
anyway, even with oversupply and with private
apartments lying unsold and vacant for many ..
manths, Contractors have been making such
handsome profits, Halperin said, that they could

afford to wait rather than sell for less,.
" “The Tréasury, Halperin'continued, is as keen
- as the individual citiZen to check prices; but the
alternative facing the Ministpr was t6 cut back~-|
—as he has done=-or to let the building industry
continue in its present overheated condition un~

_False Prognoses Had. _Soni&'Value;-f

-government decided {o induce: rental homes for-..

—'slkv.‘e uniemployment.

Barry Cherniavsky, economic advisor to-the
"Housing Minister, added that: the-cutback on'pri=_
vate building will tend to'discourage speculation
‘in'housing whereby people with money to spare..
ave been investing in flat; . w to
emain empty until prices rise. ‘He said keeping
“the prices of flats up while cutting down supply is °

itself anti-inflationary.in that it deters beople N
~from buying.  Young coiipJes, new immigrants and

slum dwellérs--those who camprised‘the real s

‘‘need’’ rather than the economic “demand’’=- '
would be compensated by higher loans and.grants
from the government to help buy their homes, he :
said;” - : -
CherniavsKy labled-the earlier warnings of - ..
an immigrant housing crisis, which have since:
died-away “hysteria.’”” He admitted that there was
a difficult period at the beginhing of the year but
said that even the “hystericalarners?’’ could have
seen by studying the figures that it would pass by .
the.spring. Both Halperin and Cherniavsky point=
ed out that:some good emerged from tle false .
‘prognoses of an immigrant housing-crisis,. The

g

immigrant¥ by offering income tax concessions el
to landlords who rented’apartments at reasonable
terms for olim.”The experimént has been success=
ful inasmuch as nearly 3 000 homes have already ™
been rented by thé government, But only. 800 im~
migrant families have so, far agreed to avail them~
selves of this opportunity as a short term solution
to their housing problem. .. - .
Not All Agree With Governmenf
-If the shortage'in immigrant-hicusing is only. "
transient why is the Housing Ministry “importing
hundreds of trailers as stopgap.solutions for new
olim?: Cherniavsky-explained that the trailers
would still be useful because they would release
housing facilities at absorption centers. Jewish

| Agency director general Moshé Rivlin algostregsed

that the immigrant housing pr -had ot been -
cut at all--on the"Contrary he is-urging that:it be
increased. With aliya conditions in Russia as they . -
are at present, Israel must have a reserve on hand,
‘Not everyoné agrees with the government. Yit« -
zhak Deutsch, a leading economic ‘comimentator, R
believes that by simply publishing the figures show-
ing a surfeit of housing in the private sector, the
free play of market forces would eventually deflate
prices, According to Deutsch, the construction of
private housing for the wealthy and subsidized

.| housing for the poor are directly linked, As the

higher economic brackets move into new housing,
each lower bracket family. advances a step into the
apartments vacated, Deutsch' said, T
The government is aware of this but preférs
more rigorous planning, Apart from the 30,000

| new flats it builds for immigrants and _young coup~

les each year; it‘finances another 20,000 “housing
solutions’” which involves éplarging existing flats
or assisting buyers in their purchase, '’ °

til a sudden slump occurred. With th ds of
empty private flats on the.market, a slump
would be a distinct‘likelihood, Halperin said, He
said that past expertence-played an important _
part i Sapir’s-decision® In 1966 a similar, situ-
ation of overbuilding existed and a slump did in~
deed set in, forcing the government to buy up |
. ¢ hundreds of apartments it did not need, driving
many contractors to the wall and, causing mas=

" An exhibition of ceramic sculptures by two Is= .
raelf ceramists Nora and Naomd{, will open at the
Jewish Museum in New York on Wednesday. April 1.
Thie exhibition, titled Impressions From Sinai, dis~
Plays ceramic sculpture by Naomi Bitter and Nora

ochvi, who were invited Rere by Avraham Kampf,

e artistic advisbr of The Jewish Museum after he
had seen their work fn Israel, T '
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