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L}BYA PLANE PILOT APPA

i WHEN HE. IGNORED SIGNAL‘
"By Yitzhak Shargil,JTA Tel Af

TEL fVIV Feb, 22 (JTA)--1T e pilot of the Lib-|

* .yan airliher that strayed over Sinai yesterday was
apparently trying to head back to ‘Egyptian terris
tory when he ignored signals to land andrwas: shot
down by Israel Air Force jets; it was learned today]
The-death toll'm anhlle climbed to 92, including -
six of 13 survivors who died in or on theu' way to
hosplials. Israeli rescue teams have cordoned off"
..the area of the.crash and-were stﬂl searching for
.more bodies this morning.

“ . It.is still'uncertain how many persons were’
aboard the Libyan Boeing 727 but the original €8~
“timate of 83, based on incomplete information, was
obvxously ineorrect Seven survwors are still
alivel .

+The Cablnet ‘at'd special meeting last night,=
smd It has been establishéd. beyond all doabt that
the pilot of the Libyan plane noted the repeated:-

- warnings.... The pilot even acknowledged that he

. noticed the warnings but nevertheless reéused to’
heed, those warnings,”’ the-statement sail

Unconfirmed reports said that this was-con-
firmed by the beyan co—pilot one -of the survivors|

. He reportedly told his rescuers that both he and the]

pilot saw and understood the signals from the Is~ |-

raeli fighters; to follow them to an airsfrip forland4
ing but decided- instead to make for Egyptian terri~

. tory bécause of the hostile relations between Is=~

rael.and Libya. The co-pilot is in Beersheba Hos-

* pital where he is suffering from shoek-and injuries|

His condition was reported as seriousjgt,not dan- |

gerous: — o

‘Flew Over Sensitive Military

Arﬁi‘g b
The Cabinet statement said’that the plane had
flown-over 2 highly sensitive military area ‘and
“‘behaved in a way which aroused suspicion ard

concern regarding its intentions.’’ When it failed -
to respond to the warning signals, Israeli-planes
“‘"were forced as a last resort-to ifitercept the
uglane.,"““l’he ‘taterient reiterated Israel’s sorrow
‘Over the loss of lives. Transport Minister Shimon
Peres said last night that Israel had acted in ac-
cardance with international rules governing the in-
trusion of a civilian aircraft.into its air space.

(A spokesman for the British Airline Pilots As-| N

soociation (BALPA) said in Tondon: today, “When
you.are requested to land in such a situation, yous
land quickly and ask questions afterwards.’’) -,
A source identified as a personality connected
-with aviation said'here today-that the Libyan air~ .
liner’s pilot behaved in a reckless and irrespon«
sible manner. The source noted“that an airliner
pilot ylelds to anyone holdlng a mook pistol or even
B toothbrush pressed to his back and takes a plane
Yanywhere he is told to. In this case, the pilot of -
the Libyan plane was facing interceptors which
gave him clear signals to land but he ignored- ¢fiem’
and tried'to escape from a region often desoribed
as one of the moat dn.ngerous in the world the
source said.-
- According to Israeli sources the leya.n plane
. ‘was hit on the edges of its wings, The pilot tried
to make a.belly landing on the sand,dunes about 20
kilometers east of the Suez Canal but the plane

"xsmashech*rif
~fwhich may-have been responsible for the high

L.of all ﬂlghts it was, dtscloesd

1. age causing,a,n explosxon

death toll, Ofthe 13 original suryivors, five died
at an Army field hospital in Sinai and on the way
‘to Beersheba Hospital last night and a sixth suc~ -

cumbed at Beersheba Hospital thiz morning. Two"
of ‘the survivors who died were women.

DAYAN: ACTION WAS DECIDED BY MILITARY

PLANE HAS NO POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS

"TEL AVIV, Feb. 22 (8) TA)--Defense Minister-
Moshe Dayan tonight expressed regret over the-
airline disaster. ‘‘Needless-to say I wish if.bad

expressed hope'that this would be taken.as an in-
cident of military character with no political im-
plications. He stressed this was'a military action
and was decided upon within the military: snetwork
according to standing orders 4nd that the civil-au=-
thorities~-~including Dayan hxmself-—were not in~
volved in it. !

Dayan said further that the L1bya.n autbontxgs’
attitude in connection with the Israeli-Arab con-

| flict had no Kearing on the incident whatsoevér.

The only puzzle is the behavior of the captain of

|'the Lihyan plane, Dayan stated. He said he hoped

that when the co-pilot recovers he may offer an .
explanation as to why the captain, notlcmg and un-"
derstandmg the ‘orders, behaved as he did and ‘thus
brought upon his passengers-the tragic end. 7

Dayan stated there will be no military investi~
gation into’the incident as he was convinced that
the Israeli pilots acted as they did in accordance
with the cxrcumstances.J?.z.\Ldetaxls—wm be
“handed over .to Premier Golda Meir who will de-.
cide on further steps. He said further that: srael’
would cooperate with any international body-~civil
aviation, Red Cross or pilots’ association--and
will suaply them with every detail of the incident '
so they may take any action to prevent a recur-
rence,

.Asked if Israel would offer- compénsations he

. said the question was not.raised but'his private op-

inion is against it-as Israel has nothing to be ‘blamed
for and thre~sole. responsibility rests with the cap-
tain who disobeyed orders to land as directed.

EL AL TAKING MAXIMU’M PRECAUTIONS

TEL AVIV, Feb ‘22 (JTA)-,-Grave anxiety. for
the sffpty of Israel’s international civil aviation
was expressed here today by a serfior official con~
nected with Israel’s aviation program. He said
that “‘what Israel has invested to secure its flights
and safeguard passengers ofi-IsraeM planes is next
to nothing compared to what Jsrael will have to in~

s

.| vest for similar security for.plaries and passen-

gers after the Libyan plane downing.' "El Al,
which resumed normal flights after mechanical
supervisors endet a four~day strike, is taking.
maximum prechutionary steps to agsure the gafety ~

U.S. SAYS PLANE INCIDENT WILL NOT _ '
B TO GET TAL DER WA’

WASHINGTON, Feb, 22 (JTA)--The leynn air~ ’
‘liner dent 18 not clouding the meetings with !
‘President Nixon tomorrow- by top level Egyptian ¢
emiequy Hafez Ismail and a week from today by -

crashed. lts three rear enginea v)ere torn off and

lsrnel; Premler Goldu Mejr, the State Department

not happened *’.he told a press-conference, Dayan = - .

DAraN: ACGIION WAS DRIV DY MILITARY; IR
NOT CIVILIAN'AUTHORITIES; DOWNING OF. | . |
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_visor.-to_Egyptia
riving here from ‘Londdn-this afternoon as sched~
uled, Department spokesman Cha‘des Bray an-

—nounced." - 5

“Asked by a newsman if the mcxdent will claud
the iorthcommg talks; Bray rephed’ “No. -ThIS/

(queaﬁon) will take-us-both in:the" realm of spec-

7

.emphasized today. Ismail; internal security ad~"|
.President Anwar Sadat; is'ar= |

technical crew memhers
) 1tor, and: 3-4 cabii :
crew, namely pursér, stewards ‘and a;r hostes

ISRAELI ENVOY “CALLED 'I’O FOREIGN OFFICE

BONN Feb 22 @ TA)—-Israeh Ambassador
Ehashw Ben Horin was called to the: -Foreign Of-
[-fice today to.hear af the:Western German govern-... ..

T“ulation that has not beén broached on any official
level. What is important to say-in this regarﬁ‘ts
on what will get under way,.and thatis,views witl
-be exchanged’? ‘for a discussion of negotiations be
tweéen.the partles in the Middle East.” “‘We were .

s-prepared and‘remain" quite prepared to-get the

" talks off the ground,”” Bray said, . _
‘- Bray-was asked whether Presxdent.leon’s

message-of: ¢ondolence yesterday” “constituted a
“‘rebuke to Israel’’ as some newsmen had inter-

“preted it ‘I would not put that construction on
it,’” Bray responded; reiterating his earlier com~

. ment that it 'was-based on**‘humanitarian’’-con--.
siderations. - Bray said that the messages by the

-‘President and Secretary of State William P, Rog-
ers expressing condolence to the'Cairo govern=

- ment were sent “because the majority y of the
passengers were Egyptian and it simply seemed

.the human thing to extend condolences to those -
most affected.”?

Earlier, at “the Whlte House dunng his-hews
conference centered on his-visits—to-Hanoi, Pek=
ing and Tokyo, Dr. Henry Kissinger said in res~
ponse to questions’what while in Peking the Mid= |

.dle East was included in general discussion.on”

H world affairs. But the Presidential adwsor Te-
. fused to be drawn into the Libyan plane_ affair, -~
saying that he had been concentrating on-Asian
matters for:the past two we%; and wished to -

i~ confine his remarks.to his
FRANCE WANTS OBSERVERS IN PLANE PROBE|

PARIS,f.Feb. 22-(J TA)--The Frgrgh{govern- .

ment. today_asked Israel t6 permit French aero=

ment’s ‘‘deep shock’’ at the shoot'lng down of the -
Libyan airliner, The hedd of the polmcal depart-: . .
ment of the Foreign Office, Guenther Van Well, -
gaid the government was ¢horrified at the extent
of the ‘congequences of this action.’” ‘He told Ben
Horin the West Germaff' government was also. gEL L
iously’concerned at the danger of the fronfs in the.
-Middle East hardening again and that present peace

1 efforts could be jeopardized.’’ .

Ben Horin was asked to provide thé Bonn gov- . g
“ernment as quickly as possible with full informa- .
tion on the fate of the- passengemf the Libyan
‘aireraft and on the details-of -the-incident. The
Libyan Ambassador.in- Bonn, Jalal Mohamed
Dhagely, was also called to the Forelg'n Office, A

n said the guv t had expressed its
sympaﬂues to the Libyan envoy.

'NEWSPAPERS MOURN VICTIMS,,BLAME PILOT

. JERUSALEM, Feb, 22 (JTA)--Israel’s news=~
“papers published statéments of mourning over the
many victims in the Libyan plane tragedy but they‘
blamed the pilot for the disaster, arguing that the -
accident could have been prevented if the pilot had
“obeyed radioed: 51gnals from both the ground and ° H
“from Israeli interceptors to land after it strayed:

B

X "into Israeli airspace over the Sinai Peninsula,

Maariv called on the govermnent to set up im-
‘mediately an inquiry:commission, declaring that'
Israel'had “‘nothing to hide and no interest in hid-
ing anything.?” Maariv cited as background for the
tragedy the threats emanating from Arab terror-
ists'to execute kamikaze~type- ‘raids-on- lsraeh
cities,. .

. nautical observers to participate in-the investi-
gation on the shooting down of the Libyan airplang
French Minister for Foreign Affairs Maurice
Schumann told Israel:Charge d’Affaire Yosef
Hadass that France made demand because
the plane’s-crew was Fre
French crew members.-and a young Parisian air

! hostess died in the crash.

Hadass, in the alﬁence .of Ambassador Bén

Natan who is currently in the United States, was

summoned-to the. Frénch Ministry for Foreign

Affairs-where he met with Schumann, Afier the

meeting, the Ministry issued.a statement reiter? |
¢ ating its condemnation of “alia?orms of terror~.
ism and the act of force which consisted.in the
shooting down of a civilian plane.” The com-
munique, attributed to tiie Minister himself, said |

that “‘such acts could Gnly increase tension in the| *

. Middle East, further complicate,the possibility
of-finding a solution'to the crisis and endanger
innocent lives.”

An ‘additional’ offitial communLque said-that™
the MiATStEr had summoned Hadass ““in order to

. -expréss the efnotidn of the French government
- and of unanimous French.opinion’ over the down
. ing-of the Libyan plane, The Quai d’Orsay state~
ment-said.that the French crew members were
" participating “tin.an international operation of

!.; technical coopération.’’

An Afr France spokesman told the Jewish Telﬂ
egraphic Agency that the Libyan airliner’s Fren¢
crew members belonged to the French: national
air company ‘‘Air France,’ ' According to the
Air France spokesman, some 12-15 French air

ll

“We feel great sorrow for he cwmans who
weré killed as a result of thé forced landing of the

| plane which apparently penetrated Isrdeli air space

without-hostile intentions,’”” Haaretz declared,
“‘With this' we‘must blame the pilot who refused
tp react to the warnings which followed accepted.
international procedures, - Fifteen minutes should )
have been enough time for a response,’’ the daily . *
added. ‘‘Only after the pilot tried to evade the
Israelis who had fired warning shéts did the'de
cision come to attack the Libyan aircraft,’”
Davar wrote that *‘Israel must be concerned
-with protecting its skiesj particularly in view of
recent reports that a po§sible suicide attack by
air was being planned against Israel. -Reporting
that Israeli authorities had ordered an alert for
such a possible attack, Davar added that, in the .
light.of the airliner pilot!s refusal to hited Israeli ..
radio warnings, ‘‘it-is apparent that political con-
siderations ‘- were considered as more important
than the safety of the p}lssengers.". .
- The Jerusalem Post declared that *‘for the Ar~ )
ab propaganda mills; the circumstances which led" g
to the tragedy will be of little moment, and they
will, ag'is already apparent, charge Israel with
“deliberate intent. Yesterday’s catastrophe should

. embrace all ngtions involved in a shroud of mourn-,

ing.”

SCENE OI‘ THE DISAST.ER

- TEL AVIV, Feb, 22 (JTK)--Obséf'vers yeturn-
ing here from the site of the Libyan plane crash

said today that from above it looked like a black
spot in the white sand dunes of the’ Stnat, ‘At lower

‘crews serve with'the Liliyan atriine, Each crew
- r : 3

. [ |

levels, patts of metul and ‘pussengera’ belong’lngB .

a9



. —$ -airliner’s movement when it hit the-ground. Part
-of wings, charred motors and scattered. suitcases|.
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““were seen scattered gver an area about'a. qgartel‘
--of-a-mile wide. ‘The major-metal- pieces were-6i]
the western side, mdicaftmg the direction bf the

and ‘other beloagings.were the only sign of the =
" disaster. ‘A heavy sand:storm already’ gave the

impression that the disaster took place long ago, | -

not yesterday
Israeli soldier&who reached fhe site in spec~
“ially balloon~tired’ jéeps-found-they had been pre-|
ceded by helicepter.crews which started to help .
the.victims: The soldiers helped evacuate the-
13 injured,six of whom died since then, and as-
-sembled the 92 dead. The area is still guardea". 2
‘== The.coffins of the victims' will bé returned to
Egypu:nmormw at the Kantara point-on-the Suez
.Canal under the ausplces of the Red Cross. At~
the same time, the belongings of the] passengers
and the €quipment of the plane will also be ha.nd-
. -ed over-at Kantara, it was reported tonight.

EYEWITNESSES TO DISASTER N

. TEL AVIV, Feb, 22 (JTA)--Survivors of the
downed Libyan airliner and eyewitnesses on the
ground ‘described today what happened moments
before the Boeing 727 jet was shot down by Is’-
raeli fighter planes over the Sinai peninsula -
yesterday.
~ "The surviyors were vxsxted at Beersheba Hos:
pital today by Gen. Israel Tal, chief of the oper-
ations branch of Israel’s General Headquarters -
“and by French Ambassador Francois Hure who

«1vcame to: gsee.one of the surviving French crew,

““members of the Libyan plang.. ,_;_ljhe crew mem-

~—ber, a steward who was sufferingfrom shock but
otherwise not seriously injured, wag also inter~:
viewed by reporters: ————————

’ He said he noticed the Israeli planes.approacH

" and then pull away. He said there were twoshots
and then the’ cz-ash The steward_smd ‘he was in

Egyptlan terrltoryy‘ ralsed the fear th)a.t it might
""haverbeen'setzed by hijackers who were:: plann{ng =

a suicide’attack on Israel-territory in Tetaliation ;
~for Tuesday night’s Israeli' commando raids on >
terrorist bases in‘Lebanon.

TIGHTER SECURITY, FOR ISRAEI.‘:T OPERTY

BONN’, Feb; 22 (JTA)--Fo“llowmg the Libyan
airliner incident, police in West Germany hght—
_ened security-on Jewish and Israeli installations,
property.and persons here to.safeguard-against
possible attack. Tight security has been maintained,
since the Mupich massacre, police say. Observers o
here do not exclude Libyan or Palestinian repris-
als for. the airliner incident. - West German secur~""
ity services met.today-in Hamburg to discuss and:
coordinate fresh-security measures, Speeial watch
is béing kept on E¥ Al offites in Berlin, Frankfurt,
and Munich and also on synagogm!s throughout the -
@un’cry : =
¥

WQLDHEIM URGES THOROUGH PROBE
UNITED NATIONS, Feb, 22 (JTA)--Secretary
General Kurt Waldheim issued-a statement today -
expressing “‘profound sympathy?’ to the families . -
of those who died 'in the crash of the Libyan air-
liner and urged *‘the most thorough investigation
of the circumstances in which this appalling dis-.
aster took place.’”’ Hé also expressed-shock and '~
distress that. ‘‘innocent and defenseless pe ple have
lost their lives in one.of the most shocking inci-
dents in the history of civil aviation;?’ Waldhexm
also sent messages of sympathy and condolences 5
to Egyptian President' Anwar Sadat and to, leyan
Prime Minister Col;’ Muammar el-Qaddaﬁ,» : .
The British Mission to the 'UN alse expressed
shock at the. ““loss of.innocent life.”” The Mission i
.called for: ‘“full and impartial mvest\gahon” oﬁh‘e—**
tragedy. Letters of condolence were sent to ‘the k
Egyptian and Libyan UN Missions,
Waldhelm met last night with th

%

 Egyptian UN .

Abael

cabin-at-the-time-and-was-not
. aware of whether or not tke pilot had responded
" to signals from the Israeli fighters.. He said the
flight had been perfectly -normal up to that time.
An Egyptian passenger who survived reported
seeing Israeli‘interceptors but remembered no~
thing of the crash. Another surviving passenger,
believed to be Saleh Bousier, a former Minister
of Information of Libya, refused to identify him-
self or to reply to questions.
Hure told reporteps-he-came to the hospital
Tto see the injured French national and not to con4
duct an inquiry. He said he had -no immediate
instructions’to inake representations to the Is~
raell Foreigh Ministry but expected to receive
$uch instructions later.. French Foreign Minis-
teér Maurice Sch made Tepre ations
this morning to the Israell Embagsy:in-Baris,

Isrnell Soldiers’ Version

. " Israeli soldiers in the Sinai said today(that N
they saw the Libyan plane approach from fi& *

Egyptian side of the Suez Canal near the town of |-

Suez, They said the plane seemed to be flying
in the general direction of Beersheba when Is-
raeli fighters-went up to intércept it.

The IsruelHnterceptors reportedly’ ‘made the|.

standard internatlonai signals for the Libyanair-
craft to follow them--~dipping-their. wings.and .
lowering their wheels, The pilot of the Libyan '
plane gave signs. that he was yielding to the in-.
struotions bygioweﬂng his flaps, the withesses
sald, - But: suddenly he nosed his plane upwu,rd
and't¥led to'escape toward Egypt., - é
Israell sources said the pilot’s suspicious .
’ _mpves and the faot. that the plaie came from

- manded an.investigajiofi by the International | Civil

..ing, the Secretary General telephoned Israeli UN .~ |

+|, the pilot of the Libyan airliner had acted consist-

" portedsthat when the Libyan Boeing 727 was sighted_

who reportedly de=

Aviation Organization (ICAQ), Following the meet-

Ambgssador’ Yosef Tekoah to express his shock:
over the'incident. - Tekoah et with Waldheim at .
noon today, but no information was available re-
garding the context of the discussion. Itywas
'-learned that Waldheim will meet Saturday with Ha-
_‘fez Ismail) President Anwar Sadat’s security ad-
visor. Soufces:said the Waldheim meeting with-
‘Ismail was arranged before the Libyan pla.ne in-
cident, o -

HOD: PILOT ACTED CONSISTENTLY .
YN A MOST SUSPICIOUS MANNER’ .‘

TEL AVIV, Feb, 22 (JTA)--Gen. Mordechai Hod,
commander of Israel’s Air Force, said today that

ently *“in a most suspicious marner’’ from the
ime of initial Israeli efforts to make contact byr™
“radio. If the pilot had been misrouted, Hod addsd,
-1t would have been the *‘simplest thing’’ fot him to
heed the radioed instructions to land the airliner 6“
for interrogation and clarification, o
. Hod said the liner was flying.ovér “a most sen-
sitive-and delicate area,’* one of the mlost restrlct-
ed sections- under strict Israeli controls; He re-"

‘on Israeli radar.and then seen pver the Sinai, Is-
raell intergeptor pilots were sent up to signal the
“pilot ta.land at Bir Gafgafa ajrfield nearby,
‘‘We thought at first it was.a. navigational rais~ _
take but the stubbornnesy, the pilot displayed in‘
refusing to heed’ all ofo&s(gnals led to sugpicions

; that grow by- the minute, ';\Hod sald He added that -






