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FLURRY OF DIPLOMATIC ACTIVITY. ARMED
‘AT-BREAKING MIDEAST DEADLOCK- .
Egypt Sees Washington As Focal-+—

- Point For Breaking Impasse

WASHINGTON Feb. 19 (J TA)--A new round of
ploniatic activity. aimed at breaking the Middle
East deadloek took shape over the wéek-end as
Y . Washington officialdom prepared for the meeting

“between Israeli Premier Golda-Meir and Presi= |
- dent. Nixon.March 1. Meanwhile, the State De-
pértment confirmed yesterday- that Hafez Ismail,
' Egyptian Presidént Anwar Sadat’s national securs
ity.advisor,.will come here Thursday for talks
- with Nixon and Secretary of State Wﬂham P,

Rogers. .

Ismail’s visit was arra.nged at-the last min-
-ute, although diplomatic clrcles here say Cairo -
% has been putting out feelers for-high level .con-
tacts with the U.S, for some time. Rogers said
at a'press conference here last Thursday, that
there has been ‘““lots of communications with -
Egypt’’ ‘and that'the U,S, would welcome visits by
high-ranking’' Egyptians, but added that there was

--po Arnerican plan ‘‘at th¢ moment’’ to welcome

.one, -Cairo apparently took his remark as:'a sig~|

nal that the time was, opportune, the circles said.

Ismail, whose relationship to Sadat is equiv-

“alent to that of Dr, Henry Kissinger to Nixon, was

in Moscow last wegk for meetings with Soviet .

leaders, - Hé left.Cairo yesterday for London

where he ig meeting today with Prime Minister

Edward Heath and British Foreign Secretary sir

. Alec'Douglas-Home prior to going to Washington.

- ‘Some obgervers in Washington. said-Ismai
vxslt was an indication that Egypt now recogmzed

. that Waghington is the focal point of any new™
moves to end the Middle East.impasse, rather
than’ Moscow. The U.S. is considered by ‘Cau‘o

“:to.be the only power that' can exert any leverage‘

.on Israel, Egypt, nevertheless, has apparently

embarked on a new global diplomatic offensive,

U.S. To Ald Negotiating Process =,

Cairo announced that Fcrengn Minister Mo-
,hammed H, el-Zayyat will fly to Peking later this
‘month for talks with Chinese léaders. Ismail’s
visit to-Moscow was the first by a top level Egyp-
tian, sihce Sadat ousted Soviet ‘military personnel
and advisorg from-Egypt last July. He reported=’

L.y met with Communist Party chief Leonid- Brezhy
ney and Foreign Minister An‘drei Gromyko, He
algo reportedly met with United Nations Middle
East mediator Dr. Gunnar V, Jarring who is the
Swedish Ambassador to Moscow, = .\

: Rogers emphasized at his press conferencere

"{hpt any new American initiative was intended to

"bring the parties-into some sort of negotiating *

pracess ,but must not be taken'as an ‘attempt to
impose any planon the parties; ‘We have in-

- creased our actjvities in this regard recently

and we intend to do evén more ln the'weeks . '
ahead,” he said. )
Rogers sald the U,S, did pot discount the pos~ '
slla—m.y\thnt the first phase of negétiations could
be between Israel and Jordan rather than Israel. |
and Egypt. - However, he sald, “We are incllned

p

A

\

cauld be made ip relations Dbetween . Egypt and
Ismpl ﬂret, or ut least parnllel with progress be-

—Gonsidered a_special tribute to her ] by

new contacts with Israel for an mtenm Suez Canal

tween Egypt arid Jordan,” <"+
Israeli-and Stite Department oﬁlcials are ar-
ranging a special meeting in New York betweef
“Rogers and Mrs; Meir before she ends herweek-"~
Tong visit to the U.§. Mrs.-Meir is'due in the U,S.
Feb. 28: Rogers:will be in Paris to attend the in-
_ternationil conference on Vietnam, Durmg her
-stay in Washington, she w111 be the President’s.
guest at Blair Housé which is, the official resxdence
for visiting heads of state. According to protocol,
Mrs, Meir is 4 chief of government, not a‘ﬁead
_state, 'The invitation to stay at Blair H

“dent.
EBAN DOES NOT ATTACH TOO-MUCH *

- ~IMPORTANCE TO ISMAIL'S VISIT

“TEL AVIV; Feb. 19 (JTA)--Foreign Minister .-

~ ‘Abba Eban said today that he did not attach much

importance to the visit t6: Washington this week
of Hafez Ismail, President Anwar Sadat’s'national
security advisor,” He dismissed speculation that
Ismail would try to forestall further agreements-
between Israel and the .S, Egypt has no say in-
muytual relations between Israel and America, -
Eban said.

The Forelgn Minister spoke to reporters on

This return from a visit'to Britdin. "He said the as-
signment of Ismail who is known as ‘‘the Egyptian
Kissinger*’-was:to explain his country’s position -
in various i

orld capltals and Washmgtcn 1s one

agreement but they were convinced'that Washing-
ton does. not plan to suggest anythmg new or to
. impose any solutlon on Israel.

8 GEORGIAN JEWISH IMMIGRANTS HELD
“ON‘SUSPICION OF MURDERING ARAB

TEL AVIV, Feb, 19 (JTA)--Eight.recent immi-
grants from Soviet Georgia were arrested yester~
. day on suspicion of having béaten to death an Arab-
" from Nazareth they suspectgd of having a foman- °
tic liaison with a.Jewish woman, The eight are
expected t3'be'charged with manslaughter, All
are residents of Upper Nazareth 4 new immigrant
settlement.

The incident,which took place Friday evening,
aroused tension between the immigrant commun-
ity and Nazareth Arabs. Extra police were-on-
hand to matntain order at the victim’s funeral to-
day. The murdered man was Subhi Nﬂasir. 4§,,
the father of seven children,

According to police, he was nssaulted by the
suspects while sitting in a car with a Russian Jew-
ish woman, identified as Regina Polakovskaya,
48.. She.ig-married and arrived in Israel-from
Russia six months ago, The Arab was. dry,
from the car and .fntnlly beaten. Hedied ina hos— -
" pital,” The wornan was also injured and her hair
.was shaved off,” She told pollce the’ Amb was glv‘ .
~.ing her a driving lesson,™

."INF UNDER FIRE BY WZO COMPTROLLER

" JERUSALEM, Feb, 19 (JTA)~:A scathing criti-
cism of the operations of the Jewish National Fund
nnd recOmmendutiuns to correct varlous proced~.. *

.




i .= published here, The 90-p: age, survey did not-chal-|

- that the lack of supervision over internal co rol'
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fault with a variety of its activities.

“transfer of JNF land to-the Israel Lands Admini-

“ the total; land passed to.the Lands Administra- _‘

ploy e-=>

' -~term JNF emissaries, especially as it applied

Ures was contained dn'the annual survey of the

land-development and reclimation agency by the -

Comptroner of the World Zionist Orgamzatmn,

lenge-the basic objectives_of the JNF but'found.—
N

Especxally severe criticism was leveled at the

stration. The survey said inventories weren’t |
‘taken and, 0o precise determination was made of *

tion, The ceniptroller s report said.methods
were lacking to'Keep account of the monies and.

and audlt resulted in 1rregu1ar1ties by an.em-_.

Shortcommgs were also foundm} the tree
plantmg program. The survey found faulty ‘the -
JNF’s methods of receiving-and transferring’
money, to

g sec-\l?i_tr 1t said that JNF publica~
ons were found accumulated in store rooms. and.z=
‘not distributed. The report said there'was no
clear definition between long~term and short=

to.expenses the JNF was expected to underwrite,
The comptroller’s report also found lack of
coordination between various JNF departments’
_and the legal advisory unit. It said departments
“failed to obtain legal advice before undertaking
certain activities.” The report suggested an ex- -
amination of th& whole range of administrative
problems Felating to the exchange of INF lands

It urged that clear ‘and’ precise written instruc- - :

tions be issued on-the.various operahons in=
volved in this. mattér:* The, INE. has sald it would
~comply mth the‘request B

ITALY EREESWO TERRORISTS; ISRAEL
‘DISSATISFIED WITH EXPLANATION

* regularly to police pending their trial, -

" terrorists said he did so because the, explosives ~

.turned safely to the Rome Airport afterthe ex~ .

_1sts were only small cogs in the,terrorist.ma-
. chine carrying out ofders of hlgher offlcluls who

JERUSALEM, Feb.'19 ( TA)--Israell ofﬁclals
ssed_d:.ssahsiachon_toda&_\‘gux_
Italy’s explanation of how and why two Arab ter-
rorists who had a concealed bomb smuggled - -
aboard an El Al airliner at Rome Airport last
Aug. were released from jail. There was no of-
ficial reaction here, however.

The pair, Ahmed Zaid, 247 of Iraq, and Adned
Mohammed Hashem, 29, of Jordan, were arrested
after two British girl passengers identified them: |»
as the men who'duped them into taking a record
player whicli contained a time bomb aboard ‘the -
El Al flight from Rome to Teél Aviv. The bomb.
exploded in mid~air but catsed po.casualties and-
only minor damage to the pldne.

A Rome magistrate freed the two'Arabs last
Tuesday under the ‘‘proyisional liberty” clause
in Italian law, ' They 1eft Rome’s Regina Coel
prison without bhail. A“Foreign Ministry spokes-.
man sald-Thursday that the Israel Embassy in,
Rome had asked the Italian Foreign Ministry for .
a ‘‘clarification.’” The latter informed Israeli

ers were required to remain’in ' Rome and report
The. Italian magistrate who released the two

in the record player-could not have endangered

the passengers. He noted that there had not been
enough explosives to seriously damage the plane
and-cited as evidence the fact that the plane re- '

plosion. In addition, he stated that the two terror4

were never upprehended '

e 4
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“FIRST ISRAEL—BUILT WARSHIP LAfUNCHED‘

sophlsncated ‘craft of its. type-in the world.

head office, distributing certifiéates|.

$10 million mxssﬂe boat Reshef (Flash) 'slid down

the ways of Isrdel Shipyards Ltd. into Haifa B Bay as»’

bands played and several thousand spectators and
-shipyard workers: cheered “The 450-ton diesel-"
powered vessel, armed with Israel’s “Gabri 3
‘'surface~to-surface missiles, depth charges and 7
anti-aircraft guns, is. regarded as one of the most

... -Mrs. Meir, who Smashed a bottle of champagne
across the steel bows; stressed that with the launch-
ing Xsrael réduced .once again 1ts1 dependence on for-
eign sources for weapons of war.:"The Reshef and
her sisters. now building are developments of the :
.Saar-class gunboats built for Israel in France sev-
éral years ago. But according to Rear ‘Admiral .
Ben]amm Telem, commander :c eI Navy -

Te far superior. - The Re
and will have a speed of 40 knots 46 land
[“reles 'perahour

’I‘REPPER IN SANITARIUM NEAR WARSAW

)COPENHAGEN Feb. 19 (JTA)~~For
spy- Leopold Trepper is in a sanitarium:n€ar
saw and ‘has written to-his son that his chances of .
getting a Polish visa to emigrate to Israel are -
“worse than ever.’”’ Trepper’s son, Michael Brodje,
- told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency. that he received

ster

4'letter from his father who had been missing from -

his Warsaw apartment for the past week.

The 68:year-old former leader of the “Red Or- :

chestra;’! wrote that his health was ‘‘very bad’’ but
that he hoped to be out of the samtarmm by-his next
birthday, Feb. 23. Trepper ¢losed.his letterwith
the words, ‘“‘Please.take care of mother.””  His son -
told the JTA that this meant that Trepper has little
hope of seeing his wife again. Mrs Elisabeth Trep-~
per was permitted to leave Poland last year and has
“been’ %ampaxgmng—on he¥ husband’s behalf in West-

€rn Europe. -

»

Trepper’s son said he recewed a letter from the
president 'of the Human nghts Committee ‘in Bel-

gilym, Lowell Aropstein, saying that the committee’s
redgnt letters to the Polish E bassy protestmg
~Trepper’s plight were returdfed unopened. ~-—

500 IN PRAYER'RALLY FOR IRAQI JEWS
MONTREAL, Feb 19 (JTA)~-More than 500 per-~

sons attending a community, prayer rally here last
night demanded-that the Iraqi government reveal

the faté of nine Jews imprisoned-in Baghdad.last

fall who are believed to have been executed récently.
The Canadian Jewish Congress, whose ‘Eastern Reg~
ion sponsored the rally at the Spanish-Portuguese

ars...

Syndgogue, has asked the Iragi authorities to give .

the prigoners a fair trial if they are alive or, if ..

they are dead, to return their bodies for burial ac-,
cording to Jewish ritual,

The particlpants in the rally recited prayers for
Jews in moptal danger in Iraq and other Arab coun-
tries and kaddish for those believed executéd, The
rally was addressed by Aaron Kattdn; a local com~

. munity leader originally from Iraq, Ralph Lalouz,
‘viceschairman-of.the«€JC’s Eastern Region and
.Rabbi Howard Joseph of the Spnnish Portuguese
Synagogue,

Congregation Kehilath Israel of Newark N.J.,
which closed its doors several months ago, has do- .
nated 31 Torah scrolls for needy synagogues in Is-
rael, They were presented today 'to Israel Consul
Michael Shashar by Sam Stein, president of the Con-
gregatipn, and members of the Board of Directors
at the Israell Consulate in New York: Shashar prom-

sed to:foyward’ lhem to Isracl-next-week. .

§ ok
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- JORDAN’S FQRMER DEFENSE MINISTER

PESSIMISTIC ON_ PEACE PROSPECTS
7 By ‘Robert Slater. and David Landau,_
J TA Jerusalem Correspondents :

",

-eibeh, former Jordanian Defense Minister,-tol
the Jewish Telegraphic Agency: today that-no Is-
raeli leader 4in hi§ view was’likely to:move to-

-wards tité_Arabs-on-a peaceful'settlement and for

. this reason heis'gloomy about the prospects for.

Mideast settlement’in the near future. In one

““of the few interviews he has granted to an.Israeli

news organization, the 60-year=old Jerusalemite,
now‘‘retired’’ from political life, was-asked

. which of the Israeli leaders -wobuld be most likely

“'to make peace w1th ‘the Arab states “*None,”” he

~. - quickly 1 replied, \: .4
Nusseibeh resug‘ned as Jo‘!‘dan s Amhassador

t6 Londot-in Jan, 1967. Earlier he had been De=-

-' fense. Minister ‘and then Governor of J erusalem. |

“An attorney. by profession, the soft-spoken nat-

ive of Jerusalem spends his retirement quietly

at his home off the. Nablus'Road, a five mmute T
- walk.from Jerusalem’s Old City.

- During the hour long interview Nusseibeh de-
‘clared that it might be hard {o' bring Arabs'and
Istaelis to forget their differerices in this gener-
ation, -Israelis remembered the World War II
holocaust; Arabs were conscious of the refugees‘
pllght and the dispossession of their land, he said

E .-But education might ultimately prove the best

vehicle to bring the two sides to shed the 4Bsy-

cholog)ca] problems” that'have created the Mid~
east impasse. “The Israelis will have to be~ -
come more acclifnatized to the Middle East and

the Arabs will have to overcome ‘the fears to .

which _they ar /subJect and m the shiatlow of whlch

\they live,”” hé'said.

. Nusseibeh was asked whether.hexever ‘acted,
as widely believed, as the "go-hetwgen 2 in bring;
ing Premier Golda Meir and. the Jotdanian King
Hussein to5ecret talks in the lasf'year. He says
simply “this is not true,” adding further that he
does not agcept that-secret.talks between the two
sides have taken place at all. He cites the s'tatef
ments of both Israeli and Arab leaders ‘as ‘evi~
.dence for this donglusion.

His own vigits to'Jordan are occasioned by
private or family affairs, he stresses, arid while
he usually attempts if he can to pay a courtesy
call on the King aqd ‘fiieet his ministers, this is
because . ““Jordan is a small place’’ and onetends|
naturally to meet the people one knows. Nussei-
beh has also met with Israeli leaders too’ but he

~* says, there'is no need for him to transfer mes-

" . 'sages and.ideas from-Arabs to Israélis since the

leaders of both sides make public statemerits fre-

-.quently and express’their views openly.

. . Kissinger-Might-Be An Asset

Secret talks'as a way of obtaining a Middle
' Eastérn peace are not réally that valuable,
“"Nusselbeh asgérted ““because the attitudes of
both sides have never been secret:’’ As for other|
wnys of getting the two sides to closer positions,
NuBgeibeh Tefers:to statements bf> Arab leaders
.. that there'is no problem in accepting Amerloan
i Presldehtial’anvoy Henry Kissinger as a possible
" mediator, With a smile, the former Jordanian
minister hoted that Kiaalnger'n Jewish origin
“‘might-even be an asset when he talks to the
- Israelis,” " ~ g
Still, he add , the, fundamentnl questlon ln
mericdn-Isradli relatlons 4. whether Prest~

| ik

: ~the

. .Jormer Defense.Minister-stated;-if-it were-to=ac=
X cept a peace settlement that, would return the ad~

_ the Israelis “recogniuon and peace. If-you say

the pr)ce the ‘Arabs_have offered to pay. Territor-

_think a formula could besfound so that a feeling of

- think that 4ny occupation is desirable,’’ Nusseibeh

- reach an acceptable situation on a global level,’*he |

dent N,gxon ocan perguat_ie-fnpt p{esauref--the Is~

raeli Prime Minister to’ &ccept the nummum that !
abs’ demand.”’

Israel would gain a “tremendous wctory," the

‘ministered territories to the. Arabs but would brmg

isn’t a'valid-price--that’s your prlwlege-~but it’s

1es are not the guarantee of peace. - The guarantee

'i& peace and -recognition and the relatwns Whlch & e
would evolve thereafter.?’ :
(" 'Nusseibeh says hé 1d" welccme ‘the prmcrple

‘of demilitarization--but not only of the areas Is-"
rael would vacate. ‘‘If I'had my way I would ad-
vise the demilitarization within reason of the en-
tire Mideast area, . We'have so much else to do'to
‘which 'we can more usefully. devote our resources.’’
At any rate, he said, demilitarization should be ‘‘on
‘a basis of reciprocity. You miight find it difficult
to believe, bu't Arabs fear Israeli agrression too. I

security for both sides could exist, and if it should
be on the basis of demiilitarization, why not?’’ he
asked.

Of the Israeli leaders, Nusseibeh saxd they were
““all charming,’’ but he said they were still the main
obstacle to a settlement because of their insistance
on imposing 4sraeli ‘conditions. Saying that ‘I don’t-

. blaméd the Israelis for ruthless and objectionable

- conduct in pursuit of this policy, but he credited the
Israelis for ‘“permitting Arabs to: move freely
across the Jordan River, to and from East Jordan
and the Arab states.’”

7 He éited “the fact that 1 c;"i'n speak to you freely.
provided that I don’t throw.a bomb. If this house *
is' bugged, I haven’t heard about it. But the ruth- i

»lessne in all élse is-clear,” he added with a cer- ..
tain, bitsérness. ; Nusseibeh rejected the concept,
advanced by Defense Minister-Moshe Dayan; by
which Jordanians would be able to live in Israeli=
administered territory but would be able to’partic~

. ipate‘in the political life of Jordan. I don’t-sub-
scribe to the Dayan principle that I can live in Is~
rael and partic:pate in the politms of.China,’’ he,
said. .

Overall Regmnal Settlement Needed

Nusseibeh w§$ skeptical of a partml Suez Canal

settlement with Egypt which'he gaid, unless closely

“tied to the full xmplementation of Resolution 242, O

might “freeze the situation.”” What was needed was ]

an overall settlement for the whole region,, Thu§ %

. he did not envision a separate.peace.with Jordan . ﬂ
first. *It would be worth extending ourselves to

et

said,
#0n Jerusalem, Nusseibeh says that Arabpov- e
‘ereignty and admlnistratlon should be restored to. ... .:
the Arab-sector of the city. ‘I see no reason why
in this context the city shouldn’t remain open,’’ he
added, noting that there was no good reason for re-
. storing the barbed wire and walls That divided Jew
from Arab in Jerusalem before 1967,
Asked if there was any merit to Deputy Premier
.Yigal Allon’s alleged proposal to provide extra-
territorial status ta Jordan over the Moslem quar-~
ter of Jerusalem's Old City as part of an overall *
settlement with Jordan, Nusseibeh noted that the
Israell leader had -.emphatically dented making the
suggestion, He added that once one acocepted the ,
‘principle of restoring Arab sovereignty and admin= "
istration, the area to which it will apply is already
defined under Resolution 242 and’ the Charter of the
United Natlonp' v







