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KNESSET DROWNS HALACHIC CONVERSION

BILL §7-19; NRP ABSTAINS
Religious Party Emba d By Lone D

JERUSALEM, July 12 (JTA)-~The voted

because the Israeli Supreme Court has ruled that
it was prepared to accept conversions by Ameri-
can Reform rabbis as valid. Lorincz said his

bill would stem the rising tide of assimilation and

57-19 this afternoon to decisively defeat an araend-
ment to the Law of Return specifying halachic con-

for Eleven of
the 12 National Religious Party MKSs observed coa-
lition discipline and abstained. But the NRP which
had been under severe pressure from Orthodox
elements here and abroad to support the measure
introduced by Agudat Isruel MK Shlomo Lorincz,
was d by the by one
of its Knesset faction, Dr, Avner Sciaky, Deputy
Minister of Education,

Sciaky, who has a large Sephardic following and
is one of the few intellectuals in the NRP joined
with the Agudat Israel, the Poalei Agudat Israel
and 16 members of the right-wing nationalist Herut
fantion in voting for the measure that was strongly

by the gov His was
regarded as a mnra! vlctory by the supporters of
the bill, Dr, Scizky and Herut leader Menachem
Beigin drank a vodka toast after the vote, the
vodka having been sent by the Lubavitcher Rebbe
in New York,

Although the oulcome of the voﬁ.ng was a fore-

gone it wa! de-
bate in which Premler Golda Meir questioned the
sincerity of the Aguda faction in raising the “Who
18 a Jew?”? issue at this time aad hinted strongly

which he was thr

to engulf world Jewry.
KNESSET VOTE PAVES WAY
FOR REGIONAL ELECTIONS

JERUSALEM, July 12 (JTA)--By lntenaive ef-
forts which
sick beds, Premier Golda ‘Meir’s Labor Party to-
day managed to eke out the required 61 vote ma-

- jority to pass a bill in the Knesset that will lead to

limited direct elections in Israel, beginning in 1977,
The measure, introduced by Labor MK Haim Zadok,
passed its first reading 61-45 with the opposition
coming mainly from Gahal, the religious parties
and splinter factions that stand to lose seats or
even disappear under a system in which at least
part of the Knesset is elected directly by regional
ies rather than from party
slates. Three MKs abstained.
The Zadok bill envisages & mixed regional-
proj onal representation system in which a ma-
jority of the 120 Knesset seats would be filled
regional el and the bal under
the present national system. Another hill will be
required to put the new system into effect. It
would specify the number of constituencies, how
many Knesset members from each and the proced-
ures for and them,

that it was their aim to the g

and the NRP rather than to achieve mythlng sub-
stantive, Mrs, Meir also made a strong appeal to
the Israeli rabbinate for a liberal interpretation
of halacha (religious law),

She warned the Aguda and Poalei Aguda fac-
tions that their *‘willful blindness’’ to the reali-
ties of the Jewish world today would eventually
lead to a tragic split between the State and relig-
ion which most people, Orthodox and non-Ortho-
dox, want to avoid, The Premier insisted that
everything possible must be done to ease the path
of new immigrants, A narrow definition of con-
version would thwart this aim, she said, She as-
serted that halacha as it was administered at pres-
ent by the rabhlnnte was too difficult a burden for
most I The is for the
rabbis themselves to interpret halacha more len~
ently, Mrs, Meir said.

As an example, she referred to the case of a
brother and sister, Hanoch and Miriam Langer,
who were forbidden to marry the pnrtners of .
their choice they were t *‘mam-

in behalf of his measure, Zadok said

Arguing
* elections were heldin a parunmemry democracy
di t and a

top a stable govi

opposmon which could legislate efficiently, ‘The
present system, he said, craated tiny factions which
had no significant
factors in mamging the nﬂnlrs of state and this
made the government dependent on the favor of
minor coalition factions,

Dr, Yohanan Bader of the Gahal faction de-
nounced the bill. He charged that the sole intention
of the Labor Party in pressing for it was to achieve
an absolute majority which has eluded it in all
elections to date.

DEM, CONVENTION APPROVES
STRONG PRO-ISRAEL PLANK

Proposed Deterrent To Soviet Pressure
On Israel Passes Despite Opposition

MIAMI BEACH, July 12 (JTA)--The Democratic
Party this morning overwhelmingly accepted the
five~point plank on the Middle East offered by its

zerim’’ (bastards) by the rabbinats, “Why did
such problems as bastardy never come up in the
shtetl?”? Mrs, Meir asked, referring to the Jewish
communities in 19th century Russia and Poland,
The old-time rabbis were great scholars and also
had warm hearts and feelings for Jewish suffer-
ers, she said,

"Her remarks drew shouts of protest from the
Aguda MKs who defended the practices of Israel’s
present-day rabbinate, Rabbi Kalman Kahane, of
the Poale Agudat Israel which introduced a bill
similar to the Lorinoz bill and Rabbi Lorincz him-
self, sharply rejected the charge that they were
out to embarrass the NRP, . Kahane claimed that
the amendment to the Law o\Ret\u-n was needed

\

but a move to provide.addi~
tional American protection for Israel against pos-
sible Soviet military threats ran into unexpected
oppositicn and barely received the convention's
approval,

In a surnrising turn of events during the final
minutes of the unbroken 1l-hour session that lasted
through the night, the weary delegates adopted by
a voice vote a proposal that says the American
government should station land forces in Europe
and naval power in the Mediterranean to ‘‘deter’’
the Soviet Union from putting.‘‘unbearable pres-
sure’’. on Israel,

Without lmvlng previously been scheduled to de-
bate the prcposal, a 24-year-old community organ-
izer from Salt Lake City, Fred Dedrick, attacked it
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. a8 a “Kissinger- confrontation tactic of the
cold m."h‘ﬁ:s xgg:uwned opposition drew heavy
support in the voice vote and when the temporary

h Mrs, Yvonne Burke, a Black

Los Angel , ruled the prop had been
accepted, a roll call was demanded from the floor.
Twenty percent of the delegates present are re~
quired o affirm a roll call. When Mrs, Burke asked
“the delégates in favor of a poll to stand it appeared,
however, that less than a acore among the approxi-
mately 3000 delegates rose and the proposal was
ruled as adopted.

Jackson Supporter Asks Force To Protect Israel

The sequence of svents that led to the dramatic
climax did not go according to a reported agree-
ment among managers of the rival presidential can~
didates and principally between those for Sens,
George McGovern and Henry M, Jackson, Itleft

- the Jackson supporters furious at what they regard~
od as an mpt by the ) k to snatch
some pro-Israel credit,

Jack Tanner, 58~year-old Black lawyer from
Tacoma and an avid Jackson supporter, began the
proceedings on the item which was the last of 13
winority reports on the platform’s policy section.
He appealed for approval of an A ‘political

CHARGE TALLY SHEETS DESTROYED IN

LOWER E, SIDE POVERTY BOARD ELECTIONS

* NEW YORK, July 12 (JTA)-~-Elections to the
local anti-poverty board on the Lower East Side
were marred yesterday when a candidate walked
into board headquarters and destroyed the tally
sheets containing the election results, Jewish
sources told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency to-
day. Six Jews are believed to have been among
the winners,

The sources called the election a great Jew-
ish victory, explaining that the unofficial results

a more P

for poor Jews on the Lower East Side than has
heretofore been the case. According to the sour-
ces, over. 6000 Lower East Side reaidents cast
ballots to fill 34 seats on the board, At 10p.m.,
when the voting was over, the poll watchers in
each district removed the tally sheets from the

h for to the anti-pe y head-
quarters, As officials there were about to count
the results, a man identified as a Puerto Rican
board candidate burst into the room with eight
associates, The men yanked the long tally sheets
from the tables and proceeded to tear them,

The six Jewish candidates~-Harold Jacobs,

commitment’’ and “ample’ armed forces to pro-
tect Israel from Soviet The original

Barry Jerry Good: Joel Price,
Martin Price and Marous Taubenfeld-~joined by

platform plank spoke of a similar commitment on
forces, but did not specify where they were to be
- and said that they were to *‘deter the Soviet Union
from using military force in the area,”
.‘Mrs; Nancy Hill, an alternate delegate from
Maine pledged to Sen, Edmund S, Muskie, wis selec~
-, ted by the committee to rebut Tanner’s appeal, but
she cancelled her presentation, ‘‘Just about every-
body 18 in favor of that (Jackson) plank,’ she told
the Jewish Telegraphic Agenoy shortly before she
was to make her presentation, ‘‘Personally, I'm
against the extreme language in it,” she said,

" COURT ACCEPTS OKAMOTO'S CONFESSION
“Trial Could End Today J
_.TEL'AVIV, July 12 JTA)-~A statement Kozo

‘Okamoto gave to police shortly after the May 30

Lydda’Atrport massaore was read into the record

at his trial today after the court rejected defense

counsel’s conteantion that it was invalid because it
was obtained by & Tuse, The three-man mmtmg'l
b=y ted the ¢

the 24-year-old Japanese ‘‘kamikaze’’ gunman signed
the statement fully aware that the ranking Israeli of-
ficer present at his interrogation had no intention of
carrying out & deal to allow him to commit suicide if
he told the truth, The prosecution olaimed that Oka-
moto was told that the agr he made
with Maj, Gen, Rel Zeevi, of the
Central Command, was null and void and that the
General refused to honor it because the prisoner

had, in fact, made false statements,

.. The statement detailed Okamoto’s career from
the time he joined the fanatic “Red Army’’ under-
ground organization in Japan and his training with
three other Japanese ‘‘kamikaze’ gunmen in Baal~
beck, Lebanon, The fourth member of the assassi-
nation team was not slated to partioipate in the
Lydda attack but was to carry out another act in
Japaa, i
* “Some observers here belleve that as a result of
the court’s ptance of O s stat the

. trial'could end tomorrow, The prosecution said
. -yesterday thnnj v!ould ;wn{ve further witnesses if

. . thepris to a confes-
- plon, ' was Okamoto is to be

+ - called to the witness stand tomorrow at which time
may make another statement, TRy

of other ethnic groups--called
for an emergenoy meeting today with Jules Sug-
arman, Commissioner of the Human Resources
Administration, to report the incident, Puerto
Rican candidates also expressed outrage at the
incident. The Lower East Side has been a test-
ing ground for fair Jewish representation on the
boards in the city’'s designated poverty areas,

NO PROGRESS ON GENERAL POW_EXCHANGE
Syria Shifting Troops .
JERUSALEM, July 12 (JTA)--Negotiations re-
mained at a standstill today for a general pris-
oner-of-war exchange between Israel, Syria and

Egypt. The neg are being

through the International Red Cross, Egypt still
refuses to exchange ten Israellt POWs for 60
Egyptians in'Israell custody. Israel refuses to
deal with Syria alone, - .

Israel holds 45 Syrian POWs but Damascus
appears  to be iaterested mainly in five high
ranking intelligence officers captured by an Is-
raeli patrol during an incursica against terror-
ist bases in Lebanon June 21, Beirut newspapers
reported today that Syria was shifting its troops
along the Israell border, apparently out of fear
that the captured officers might have divulged
information on troop positions,

Syria was reported to be trying to persuade
the Egyptians to agree to a general POW ex-
change as the only means of getting back the five
officers, The Beirut newspaper Al Nahar said
today that the Soviet Union supported the Syrian
position, According to the newspaper, President
Hafez Assad of Syria was told on his recent visit
to Moscow that Soviet leaders believe the time
is ripe for an overall POW exchange,
SUSPECTS HELD IN TA BLAST

TEL AVIV, July 12 (JTA)-~Thirteen suspects
were pioked up and are being held by the Tel
Aviv police in connection with yesterday’s bomb
blast at the central bus station, ‘Some of the sus-
peots are Israell Arabs and the others are Arabs
from the ocoupied territories, Police say they
have a clue that would lead them to the perpet-
rators of the orime, All of the 11 persons injured
in the blast have been released from the hospital.
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Home Secr. Visited
PROTESTS AGAINST PLO OFFICE CONTINUE

LONDON, July 12 (JTA)~~British chry contin-
ued to press its top the

ment to prevent the opening of a Palestine Libera-
tion Organization office here, A delegation from
the Board of Deputies of British Jews visited Home
Secretary Reginald Maudling today to express the
Anglo-Jewish community’s concern, The PLO is
an umbrella organization for Palestinianterrorist

groups,

The Board of Deputies delegation, headed by its
president Michael M, Fidler, was told by Maudling
that the government has no legal means to prevent
the office from opening, He said, however, that he
understood the anxiety caused by the planned office
and would reflect fully on the rep
that have been made.

‘The Herut movement kere announced today that
it has postponed plans for a public protest march
and would coordinate its efforts against the PLO of-
fice with other Jewish bodies, The Herut

Judy Silver Shapiro in her efforts to be re-united
with her husband, Gavriel, a Russian-Jewish ac-
tivist facing trial shortly in Moscow. Rep. Louis
Stokes, a Democrat, appealed to President Nixon
and Secretary of state William P, Rogers to ‘‘ex-
ert the ry d on the
Soviet Union to allow Shapiro to emigrate, it was
disclosed here today.

In a letter sent Friday, Rep, Stokes, a brother
of former Mayor Carl Stokes of Cleveland, wrote
“It 18 indeed tragic that these young people con~
tinue to be held apart, The communications
bridge that was built during your visit to Moscow
must certainly be broad enough to allow Mr,
Shapiro to come across.”

A State Department spokesman said today that
the Department has been in touch with Mrs, Shap~
iro and with the Soviet Embassy here in connec-
tion with the Russian visa Mrs, Shapiro secks in
order to attend her husband’s trial, He said the
US Embassy in Moscow has also been in touch
with the Soviet Foreign Office on the matter, ‘“The

said the postp t took into ‘‘the
present atuge of the campaign and the desireability
of coordinated action in this connection,’ It ex-
pressed ntiuilctlun with a decision by the British
Zionist F a public

tion against the PDO office if the current campaign
vields no results,

Revisionist Leaders Meet With British Oificials

(Two leaders of the United Zionists-Revision~
1sts of America disclosed in New York yesterday
that they had met with two British diplomats to pro-
test the PLO office. Prof, Marnin Feinstein, pub~
lo affairs and Joseph G: bl exeou~
tive director of the UZRA sald they had *‘a lengthy
discussion’’ on the issue with Cyril A, Lovitt, the
Deputy Consul General of Britain in NY and Stephen
Day, First Secretary of the British UN Mission,
They said the British representatives explained
that under British law there were no grounds for
banning the PLO office notwithstanding its objec~
tives. They said their government could act only
if British laws are violated, adding ‘“‘the activities
of the PLO will be scrutinized very carefully,” the
Revisionists reported,)

* PROPOSE ISRAEL SEEK OIL IN SINAI

JERUSALEM, July 12 (JTA)--The Cabinet is
considering a proposal by Deputy Finance Minister
Zvi Dinstein that Israel prospect for oil in the
Sinai, it was learned today. Dr, Dinstein, who
oversees Israel’s oil industry on behalf of the
Treasury, forecast that the Egyptian oil wells at
Abu Rodeis, now being operated at full capacity by
the government-owned Netivel Neft oil company,
will run dry within ten years,

According to his report, the Sinai is far more
likely to yield oil deposits than any area within Is-
rael’s pre-June 1967 borders, His report implied
the belief that Israel will remain in ocoupation of
the Sinai for an indefinite period,

It is bel d that the g ] on
Dr, D (] 1 will be d by the
increasing pressu.ra the oil producing Arab states
exert on Western oil companies, In addition, Is-
rael’s own oil requirements are growing rapidly
as the Abu Rodeis reserves diminish, Israel is:
expected to require ten million tons of oil annu-
ally by 1976 and 16. million tons by 1980,

REP, STOKES APPEAQ TO ND(ON '10
APIRO EMI
WASHING I‘ON, July 12 (& TA)--A Black Con-
gresaman from Ohio has come to the aid of Mrs,

US 1s par irterested in helping separated
families," the spokesman said,

NEW YORK RABBI DELIVEBS
ERM N

LONDON, July 12 (JTA)--Rabh'l Arthur Schneier
of the Park East Synagogue in New York delivered
a sermon at Moscow’s Choral Synagogue during a
recent Sabbath service, it was learned here today.
Rabbi Schneier, who is president of the Appeal of
Conscience Foundation, was in the Soviet Union
on a visit,

In his sermon, the rabbi said, ‘/Closer ties
with Jews throughout the world is a major chal~-
lenge to the new chief rabbi of Moscow.’’ "He con-
gratulated Rabbi Jacob Fischman, saying, *‘I pray
that the almighty may give him wisdom and cour-
age in carrying out his awesome responsibilities.’”

Rabbi Fischman responded by saying he was
determined to ‘‘work heart.and soul’’ for the wel~
fare of his congregation, He pleaded for the sup-
port of everyone, - Rabbi Schneier’s 13-year-old
son Marc was called to the Torah during the ser-
vice, The New York rabbi has visited the Soviet
Union eeveral times since 1966, In Nov. 1971, he
was one of the rabbis officiating at the funeral of
the formes-chief rabbi of Moscow, Rabbi Yehuda
Leib Levin,

RUMANIAN DEFECTED FOR
LOVE IS LATEST THEORY

JERUSALEM July 12 (JTA)--Conmnun Dum-
who disap-
peared after completlng his tour of duty in Israel
two weeks ago, may have defected for love, ac-
cording to a theory advanced here by people who"
knew the 47~year~-old official,

Dumitrachescu was known around Tel Aviv as
a high-living, hard-drinking man who en!ayed

good food, good and entertal
A Tel Aviv jeweler revealed that the diplomat hxd
ordered goid trinkets from him, saying that they
were for his wife but requesting the jeweler to
keep the purchase a seoret from Mrs, Dumitra-
chescu, She and their two daughters left Israel
over a month ago, while he stayed on to break in
his successor t to the job of First Secretary at the
h was last seen

boarding a plane at Lydda Airport on June 28,
ostensibly to join his family in Rumania. He has
not been heard from since, The Rumanian gov-
ernment has asked Jerusalem to investigate his
disappearance but authorities here had no clues to
his ‘whereabouts,
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CHILEAN JEWS GETTING A RABBI
AFTER TWO YEARS WITd NONE
‘Young Argentincan To Take

Pulpit At Largest Synagogue

NEW YORK, July 12 (JTA)-~*Judaism is main-
tained in South America by a miracle.” So says
Rabbi Angel Kreiman, a 27~year-old Argentine-born
lawyer ordained by the Conservative rabbinical sem-
{nary in Buenos Aires. -Rabbi. Kreiman flies to San-
tiago, Chile this week to take over the pulpit at the
lu-gut synagogue there,-the Circulo Israelita, and

to a Jewish of 1000 families
whn have been without a rabbi for nearly two years,
he told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency in a tele-
phone interview today.

Chile, with a Jewish population of 30,000, 90
percent in Santiago, once had five rabbis, .By 197Q,
when Allende was elec-
ted, only two remained and they have left since,
Rabbi Kreiman said. But he was not certain wheth-
er Allende’s taking office had anything to do with
their departure,

He sald, **There is 8 problem of leaders, of
ideas, of rabbis, of ev . Judaism is.main-
tained in South America by a miracle, The future
lies with modern Jewish education that can give
South American youth values to be identified as
Jews, Jewish religious problems are also social
problems; That must be the Jewish purpose and
the purpose of & rabbi--not to speak of a theoret-
icai Torah but & practical Torah, -Words are not
important if there is no actual. work, I am going to
:teach, A rabbi’s prime purpose has to: be to
teach,”’

Rabbi said he would on

youth 4n his' new post because the elders-“‘are al-
reu:ly used to having ‘1o rabbi.’”’ - The youthful
rabbi:is no stranger to Chile, Between1968-70
he commuted weekly by air:from Buenos Aires to
Santiago to conduct Sabbath services in the Chile~
an capital’s biggest synagogue which had no rabbi
even then, During1970-72 he served in Baranquilla,
Colombia where, he.said, the Jewish community

was typical of Latin America, “It had no rabbi

for 30 years,”? .

* Rabbi Krelman 18 a fourth generation Argen-
Mnea.n. He told the JTA that his great-great-
grandfather was:among the first Russian Jews to
immigrate to Argentina under-the asgis of Baron

nagogue.
. the Glory of Israel Kabuw Institute of But New

Ambassador, Moshe Tov. After debating the
matter, both houses ofﬂoldly informed the Chile-.
an Foreign Minister of a tion of sol

with the Knesset.

Memorial services for tte massacre victims
were held at the Circulo Israelita, the largest
synagogue here. .

ISRAEL REJECTS UGANDAN OFFER TO
BUY VACANT EMBASSY BUILDING

JERUSALEM, July 12 (JTA)--The Foreign
Ministry has sharply rejected an offer by Pres-
ident Idi Amin of Uganda to buy the former Israeli
embassy building in Kampala, President Amin,
who ousted Israel’s diplomatic and commercial

Uganda last week he in-
tended giving the building to the Palestine Ziher-
ation Organization.

Israel’s rejection was conveyed via the Italian
government, which-has been handling Israel’s
interests in Kampala since April when all Israelis
were evicted from Uganda, Amin reportedly had
asked the Italians to act as go-betweens to nego-
tiate the purchase of the buud.&ng Under inter-

law, to foreign em-
bassies even when rel
tween the countries involved are severed,

BNAI ZION MOSHAV MARKS
26TH ANNIVERSARY

JERUSALEM, July 12 (JTA)--A delzgation
from the United Staies pariicipated in celebra-
tions here marking the.25th:anniversary of Kfar
Bnai.Zion, a- moshav. north of Tel-Aviv founded in
1947 with the help of Bnai Zion, the American
fraternal order, - A-sy; -was dedicated by

York,: The d by the
institute’s president Judge Harbert I, Sorin, Other
speakers included Bnai Zion Foundation chairman
Earris J. Levine, who had participated in the 1947
-with the late

Dr, Abba Hillel Silver.
CHICAGO JEWS TOP *71 IN PLEDGES
TO ISRAEL EMERGENCY FUND

CHICAGO, July 12 (JTA)--The Jewish com-
munity here is to raise

$19,500,000 for the regular and lnnel Emergency
Fund this year, ding to Sol 8,

Maurice de Hirsch, the M ich-by
pist who Jewl!
in the Argentine with wh:t Krelmsn calls “Jewish
7 He sald-70 t of A Jewry
now is native-born,
Rabbi Kreiman is muﬂed and the father of a
2 He was ordained by the Rab~
inico Latino Americano, a-Conservative seminary
founded in Buenos-Aires 12 years.ago which is sf~
Synagogues,

filiated with the World Council of
young rabbi speaks seven languages, including Eng-
llsh Yiddish and Hebrew, He said that he would
altya 160 p “the build-
ing of in the d is only y.”
He did not elaborate on that remark,
If Santiago now has a rabbi it still lacks other
s of a Jewish life, “There is no
resident mohel and kosher meat must be flown in
-from Buenos Aires.

. 'CHILEAN'PARLIAMENT EXPRESSES SOLIDARITY
WITH KNESSET OVER AIRPORT MASSACRE

.+ . SANTIAGO, July 12 (JTA)-~The Chilean Parlia-
-~ ment has; endorsed a resolution by the Israell Knes-
- set.condemning the May 30 Lydda Airport massa-
.z.0re.’'The text of the resolution was: brought.to the
Senate and House of Representatives by the Israeli

Welner, 1972 genera.l chairman of the Jewish
United Fund of Metropolitan CMcago Speaklng at
a clos: g of th

Welner said that | pledges in hand total $16,800,000,
an increase of 20 percent over the pledges in 1971,

would
brlng inan addltloml :$8,700,000 by the year’s end.

WARSAW YIDDISH THEATER TO
PERFORM IN W, GERMANY

BONN, July 12 (& TA)--The Jewish Theater of
will est G for the

first time in the theater's history, sources here
reported today. . The group will perform before
German audiences in various cities throughout the
Federal Republic, Performances will be in Ger-
man, though the group usuaily performs in Yiddish.

An lsraeu theatrical trnupe from Tel Aviv is
cities at the

also. to
beginning of 1973, the

Two graves traditionally considered to be the
graves of Mordechai and Esther have been restored
it was announced in Teheran today. A garden was
planted around the graves and the tombstones have
been repaired. - The site of the graves is a tourist
aftraction'and a shrine for the 65,000 Persian Jews,







