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Specters-Of U.S.-Soviet, Collision,: Israeli- Thrust Into Jordan Fade ‘As Hussein Gains
WASHmGTON Sept 24" (JTA)-=The twin' specters of ‘an Israeli military thrust into'Jordan-and a
Soviet-United Statés’confrontation in'the area faded today as'King Hussein appeared to'be gaining the .
upper hand in’his “week-long war with'Arab guerrilla groups: - The key to-the young king’s improving
prospects for survival was the fact'that tank-led: Syrian forces had started a' significant retreat after

being mauled by'the Jordanian army. State Department sources said today the largest share of the.
credit for the pullback of the invading Syrians-from Jordan belonged to the Jordanian Army:' They said
other, factors were=--in descendmg order. of importance~~Syrian fears, of Israeli-intervention, United
States diplomatic action and Soviet. influence with the hard-lining Syrian military regime. While the
nature and extent of Soviet influence in this: situation was not yet known here, the sources said, the
other three factors: kept Soviet.influence on Syria ‘‘marginal.” ‘United States officials indicated a be~
lief that Syria invaded Jordan with up to 300.tanks and:‘‘several.thousand’’ troops. . The Hussein gov~
ernment claimed yesterday that 80 of the Syrian tanks had been disabled or destroyed, U.| S. officials’
indicated they did not know how. many, of the Syrian military men remained in Jordan. ..

Israeli Readiness Held Key Factor In Syrian Pullback

\’ Other sources:here contended that fear of an Israeli thrust’to protect its vital interests in Jordan,

ifa strong possibility-of chaos developed, was. the decisive.factor in inducing the Soviet Union to pres-
sure Syria to pull‘out its tanks, It was.reported that the Israelis moved tanks and troops into border
areas where they were easily observable, including the occupied. Golan Heights, as a warning to the
guerrillas and to Syria, -The prospects: of a United States intervention had at no time during the week
of ¢ivil war in Jordan taken on any aspect of becoming a reality. Nevertheless, the Soviet Union issued

a “‘solemn warning’? to the United States against intervention in Jordan and the Soviets were beginning

to take credit for easing:the.tense situation in the Hashem:te kingdom., Experts on the Middle East ~
stressed-that.even if-the most opti ic reports.on E ’s gains proved to ‘be true, his troubles
were far from:over,.and, accordingly, his:country would continue to he unstable and under’ renewed .

threat irom the momentar:ly beaten guerrxlla g-rcups.

(The Soviet Mission to the United Nations said today that the Soviet ies in A D
and Baghdad had ‘‘established contacts’ on the question of the crisis: with Jordanian, Syrian and Iragi
in tothe 4 contact”, with Egypt.” The Soviet Mission called for. ¢‘caution’’ by
outside powers. that might' be considering intervention and.urged the U.S, to “tuse its influence with the
‘ government of Israel so.that Israel might not'try to exploit.the J ordaman events for its|aggressive .
aims.?’) (The:New:York office of the Palestine Liberation Orgamzatlon declared :that the PLO> %
.-4*both’ willing-and- capable of insuring?’ the safety-of Americ: )t
eling facilities’? for them *‘in areas under the ‘control of the g
“tionals;:the-PLO said; “has:not been endangered,’? but their:present situation is due to the ““turmoil”’
‘caused by the U.S: peace: initiative." Should the:U.S. intervene on ‘behalf of the {‘Fascist, reactionary“, A
teg:me of King Hussein;’ ‘the: commando orgamzaﬁon contmued ¢“there will' be no safety for any :lives

-.in the.area

-cause. the guernllas had ‘been ordered ‘into;the interior of Jordan to'battle the Jordanian army. ’
~JPA correspondent.toured:a: 40-rmle stretch of :the- river-bank: northwards from Jericho:: Vlllages on
the Jordanian side; most, of .them E1.Fatah nests were. reported to ‘be ‘almost’ totally deserted’ although
only:three days before, even: after - King: Hussem ordered the. Jordaman army to. crush the guerrillas,
. theivillages-had The aid that all he saw was one lone goatherd'’ leadmg
- several goats as the only sign. of hfe. ‘He added that the vxllag»s along the lower Jordan depression
seemed to be in the safest area'in Jordan, .He said there was no fighting in the area’ and that even the
sound of g'unfu'e clearly: heard- elsewhere by:Israelis, had not penetrated this valley.). - . A

Jordaman Army Putrol Turns Back Red Cross. Team On Mercy MlSSIOn From lsrnel
JERUSALEM; Sept;. 24 (JTA)-=The hopes of Israel and the International Red Cross of prowdmg by
hef for Jordanian war casualties:were stymied today. when a Jordanian Army patrol turned back an IRC,
‘delegation. that had;crossed: the Allenby-Bridge seeking: wcunded or “hungry persons. Israeli sources -
said. The three-man delegation managed to.visit-only two.villages, neither of them short of food or.
‘medical supplies, .Israel is.the.only country from which:such a relief operatmn can be mounted over~ - .
land." If the operation eventually gets under way; it will be the first contact between Israel and Jordan.
since the outbreak of the Jordanian civil war. . Israel offered Wednesday to: hospitalxze any Jordanian
casualties; except males of ‘combat age, who are brought’ toithe bridge by the.IRC:or the Jordanian:Red
Cr :Three dical:teams, each of a surgeon, a physician and; four nurses; have been -
~set up by West-Bank Arabs They are: awaltmg approval f J ordanian autharities toaid cueualtieu b

: (At the United Nations today, Secretary General U.Thant a.nd Genersl Assembly president Edvard” '
1. Hambro issued a.joint appeal.to UN members and agencies and private organizations ‘and individualg’
to "provide the needed humanitarian aid”’ to those victimized by the fighting in Jordan." Declaring they' i



'y £ p
‘tragic situation,” Mr; Thant and:Dr 6-called: for. ‘as
to prevent’ further loss'of lives and to'alleviate:the afflictions.and ang
lot:of S0 many. thousands of human beings:*’: /it yas understood thatthe phrase “all possible: assxstance"
referred strictly to. "humamta.nsn” efforts.and did not: mdicate a request for milltary action:)

The leftxst 'Vlapam party reported todey it has decxded to open a campmgn for funds to buy - medx-
cines for Jordanian civilians wounded in the civil war’ ‘between" King Hussein and the Palestinian guer--"
rillas.; The medicines will be given to the;Red Mogen Dovid for transfer to Jordan through: the Inter-
national'Red Cross.’‘The plans for the! fund-raising has evoked mixed reactions among Israelis, the
critics:asking why Mapam:did not raise fu.nds for. J emsh settlers injured i in guernl]a attacks on Bensan
Valley. and other, settlements. , 2 % it

Report Jordumun Un s Seurched Wahdet Camp, Found No Ev:dence Of Hostages =
LONDON, Sept 24 (JTA)-~Jordanian special forces ‘made a housé-to-house search of the crowded
Wahdet reiugee camp near Amman for evidence that the 54; -hijack hostages had been taken:there, as
had ‘been widely reported, and found nothing to.indicate that any of the hostages had been in'the camp,
the London Telegraph reported today from Beirut. ile, g to the' Ben*ut corr
a spokesman for the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, saxd in Beirut that the hostages
were now in the “liberated northern Jordan’’ ared, implying they had been'moved from Amman to Ir<
bid, which was captured by the commandos but is now reportedly under siege by the Jordanian army.
An officer of the Palestine Liberation army, another guerrilla group, reportedly made 1 sxmxlar state~
ment about the transfer of the hostages to Irbid; the Telegraph reported. S

ion from D 1 to be Teli recewed here ‘today md:cated that the 54 hijacked
hostages have been split into‘groups of Jews and non-Jews: Accordmg to the report, .the Jews are in
the Safiya refugee camp and the non-Jews were taken to the Nuseibeh refugee ‘camp. Safiya was heav~
ily shelled this week in the fighting between the Jordanian array and the guerrxlla groups but there was
no mformatnon reported about. the effect of the ilghtmg on. tnat camp, -

(In* Washmgtcn, Sen. J, William Fulbnght chairman of the Senate Forexgn Relatmns Commxttee, g
said yesterday that the committee had ‘been told at s private State Separtment: ‘briefing that the United
States'had learned indirectly that the hostages wer; in good health.) ' (The volunteers who have been's
‘manning ‘a special desk in a Manhattan office of Trans'World Airlines; which provides whatever:infor-
mation becomes available on the TWA passengers' still being held hostage in Jordan, quickly ‘developed
%3 rapport with relatives to the point that they know us by our first.-names,’ Bill Hassell, TWA reser-.
-vations ‘chief, said today. ‘The around-the-clock TWA “‘hijack desk’’ is staffed by personnel who; in
the first days of the crisis, manned the telephones up to 16 hours a day, foregoing sleep, ‘meals and
days' off The reservations official ‘said new information is passed on't6:the ‘families’of the hostages -
as fast'as it becomes availahle and inaccurate or mcomplete mformatxon in’the press or’on radio or:
television is corrected. " Another agent said ‘‘We’ve become very close to éach of the families mvolved.“
We assured them, .nio d them and, on; cccaswn, cned wzth them 2. Franklm d. Parisi; a- TWA

“*(The. World Counm Churches has written to the Central Committee of the Palestine Liberation
Organization protesting the hijacking of aircraft and the taking of hostages and urging the committee
/to “negotiate with the International Red Cross'the speedy’ repamation of all hostages cnu-rently held 5
without’ respect to-their: religlon and. natxonahty 12 The Council‘also:r the’ ffex~
ercise the, utmost care to'maintain the health and safety of thosenow held.”” - The church’ group con~
tinued $While understnnd.mg the frustration'of.the Palestmian ‘Arabs:and your desire:to focus:world
‘on your:: ongly ss:acts-of emarchy and blackmail . <
‘which disregard the basic human rights for which you'are s ng..“We urge you to take note of the i
‘almost universal condemnatwn of these acts; which are most likely.to lead: to reprxsals that will 0nly ;

~cause further ter tion of th in'the M:ddle East . e - 5

Amendment For Arms Purchase Credxt For Israel Before Senate Commmee

WASHINGTON, Sept. 24 (JTA)--An amendment to the pending Export-Import Bank bill'to permit :
the bank to extend loans; guarantees, inSurance and credit to Israel for the purchase of defense mater-
ials and'services from the United Statés has been introduced in the Senate by Sen. Charles Percy; T~
noxs Republican, and.Sen. Harrison Williams, New.Jersey Democrat, AIthough adjournment. of Congress
may take place late in October, a member of Sen. Percy’s staff told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency. thnt»
he Lhought the credit measure, which is now'in the Senate Banking and Currency committee, will be :
brought to'the floor in October and'then be ted by House members in the joint.con commit-
tee to iron out dlfferences in House and’ Senate yetsmns for: passage by both houses :

. Under existing regulatlons the bank cannot provxde such ass:stance to Israel; The Percy-wﬁuams
a_mendment Sen, Percy said, will give Israel “the long—term easy credit needed to purchase military
al for its defense.’’, Israel is inelj of @ classification by the bank as a *‘less
lly déveloped country.’”: Sen, Percy said the bank now.  proyvides such ssistance to ltaly.
Australia and Spain‘as ‘“‘more economically developed countrxes" and considers 1 “other. naﬂons, in«
tluding. Lichtenstein, Luxembourg, San Marinc'and Monaco'as eligible. He said if such'small’ nations”
were _eligible for such credits and guarantees, ‘“Israel’s néed'must be consxdered at least as’ great as
thetrs.’
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Growing.Ability:Of Newcomers:To Establish Selves In-Israel Reported

- TEL AVIV;: Sept. 24 (JTA)--Migration of:Jews from Asia and South ‘Africa for:settlement inIsrael
isir ing and:the qualificati of the X for i inIsrael are rising.
steadily among them; Uzzi Harkiss; general director of the Jewish Agency’s immigration and absarp-
tion department,-told:a: Haifa press conference today. He said about one~third of the newcomers cur~
rently pass thrqugh the Agency’s reception centers and hostels:-or live in ulpanim, which have com~ -
bined capacity-to handle about 10,000 newcomers in each six-month period.: He said immigration from
France was disappointing but that good were anticipated in future immigration of United
States Jews: whom he described as g 1ly able to establish th es on their own, “He also men~
tioned the-*“tour oleh,’? tourism of groups of potential immigrants which he said was encouraging set-
tlement. :He reported also that surveys had shown that the number of Israeli emissaries sent'to a
country had a'positive impact on the number of immigrants from that country because personal contacts
were needed to bring about decisions to go to Israel for settlement. He added that efforts would be made
to increase the number of such emissaries to the United States.

Istael Ports Authority Head Quits:In Clash With Histadrut Official -

JERUSALEM; Sept.:24 (JTA)~-The controversy between the Israel Ports Authority and Histadrut
was aggravated.tonight:by the resignation of Gen. Haim Laskov as director of the authority. ‘The for-
mer Air Force commander and former Chief of Staff rejected the pleas of the authority’s board mem-
bers to withdraw his: resignation; which had been called for by Yitzhak Ben-Aharon, secretary general
of Histadrut and a former Minister of Transport ‘and Communications, Mr. Ben-Aharon has charged
that ‘Gen.: Laskov was:incapable of maintaining relations with Israeli port workers, who have staged
frequent and crippling strikes. 'A:cabinet committee headed by Minister of Agriculture Haim Gvati con~
cluded that Mr,: Ben-Aharon’s charges were unsubstantiated, It distributed the blame for the strained
labor relations equally among all involved parties, including Histadrut, the general labor federation.
But'the committee also recommended restrictions on the Ports Authority’s independence and increased
control by the Transport Minister, which led to Gen. Laskov’s resignation. In a television interview
tonight, he- that the c« ittee report, which he said the board was about to adopt, ‘“‘would
empty my function of all its content.”” It would also, he said, ‘‘make the Ports Aughority as= such re-
dundant and ‘expose.it to'the influence of various pressure groups to which’it has so far been immune.’’
Mr; Ben-Aharon issued a statement today that declared: *‘I respect Laskov’s decision.’” Dr. Naftali
Wycra; chairman 'of the Ports Authority board, and eight board members. decided today to urge Trans-’
port Minist Peres to di Gen, Laskov from resigning. . ¥ E . 5

Number:of Cholera Cases In Jerusalem, Down Before, On Rise Again’.‘

“JERUSALEM, Sept. 24 (JTA)--The number of cholera cases in this city, which had been decreasing
this past week, is on the rise again, with the Health Ministry reporting last night 12 new cases. :In ad~
dition, a 63-year-old man of the Arab village of Ein Arik died of the disease yesterday in Ramallah. ...
Hospital in the West Bank, bringing the death total to at least three (one woman'may have succumbed.
to pneumonia). The number of cases per day. had fallen to five last week, from ‘a high'of 17, The number
of acute cases has'risen to 46, although only, 27 are hospitalized, But-Jews) thanks to adherence to san-
itary measures, are now the minority of niew cases. 'The Health Ministry, which believes the cholera .
may spread beyond this city and has urged three new sewage=treatment plants as vital to the eradication
of the 'malady, still does not feel: mass: vaccination is necessary. The:Ministry-is seeking to dispel fears

- of cholera, noting that-other diseases, like dysentery, while not as infamous’as cholera, are far more
widespread. s Z i e _ o K
i : Newsbriefs .\ *

- LONDON, Sept; 24  (JTA)~-The beliéf held by some that all Israeli women work: is not true-~actually,
only 30 percent; of them are employed, compared with 60 percent:in the United States. . These statistics
were reported-to the women’s group of the Friends of the Hebrew-University today: by Mrs. Zéna Har~
man, Laborite;member-of the Knesset and former chairman of the United Nations Children’s Fund :..-
(UNICET); Mrs.,:Harman, who was.born here, is the wife of Hebrew University president Avraham
Harman, ‘The role of women in'Israel is perhaps greater and more pronounced thanin other coun-

: tries.because:in Israel women serve in the army and also. play:a special.role in. the national effort to. -+
bridge the gap the various ¢ iities ‘and to.mold them all into one nation,’’. Mrs. Harman: ...
said, s S E el R s

TEL: AVIV, Sept. 24 (JTA)--The grapefruit-picking season has begun in the Beisan Valley, where:
the climate is hotter.than in other:aréas of the country. : The'crop is-reported to-be of greater quantity:
and-higher quality than last year's,” But the grove owners fear that exports may be affected by labor :
troubles at.Israeli ports. ¥ - > L e R E TR e e

W; BERLIN, Sept. 24 (JTA)--An exhibit depicting Jewish bravery against the legions of Rome 4t the
ancient fortress stronghold of Massada was opened here yesterday by Lord Mayor. Klaus Schuetz of
West Berlin. It will be on display- for four weeks under the sponsorship of the Berlin Senate.. : .

. PARIS; Sept. 24 (JTA)=-The Alliance Israelite Universelle, of which Nobel Peace Prize laureate
Rene Cassin’is president, reported that it now sponsors 72 schools e wil otal enrolme
of 16,805 pupils. There are 28 schools in Morocco; 27 in'Tran, 10 in Israel, three in Lebanon, two in
France; one in Syria‘and one in. Tunisia, = "7 RN ek ks :







