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Cabinet Discusses U.S. Jet Deal; Unconfirmed Report That Nixon Says No To Deal

- -JERUSALEM, March 15 (JTA)--The status of Israel’s long pending request to buy more Phantom

and Skyhawk jets ‘from the United States was the main topic ‘of discussion at today’s Cabinet meeting.

The session was a.ttended by Gen. Yitzhak’ Rabin; Israel’s Ambassador to Washington, who was called

home for on T :and arrived here Friday morning. There was. no indi-

‘cation of what transpn-ed at the Cabinet meetmg except that Gen, Rabin reported on the state of
Israeli But the Haaretz carried a report; unconfirmed by ‘any

other sources, that President Nixon ‘has refused outnght to sell more Phantoms to Israel at this

time,

‘According to Haaretz the Whnte House mformed the Israeli Embﬂssy in Washmgton that the nega-
tive decision was based.on military grounds--speclﬁcally that in:America’s view, Israeli air super-
iority over the Arabs is assured for the next few years and therefore additional Phantoms are not
needed at this time.There was no confirmation of this report from official quarters. -But the sud-
(den recall of Ambassador Rabin~-after the Foreign Ministry denied emphatically last week that he
was being 'called home --lent to rumors that hing was amiss’ with the Phantom
deal.. Before attending today’s Cabinet ‘session, Gen, Rabin had lengthy meetings with Premier Golda

. Meir, Foreign 'Mini$ter Abba Eban'and Defense -Minister Moshe Dayan.

* General Feeling Is That Nixon Will Supply Jets But Not Commit U.S. To Specific Number

Most observers here were not inclined to accept military'grounds as the basis for a Nixon deci~
:sion. They placed more credence in reports in American newspapers that the President would make
a non-committal announcement, not refusing the jets but not committing the U.S. to the sale of a
. specified number at an announced date.. They expect the White House to say that the U,S, would con~
tinue to ' watch the arms balance in the Mideast and would redress it when necessary.. On Jan. 30,
President Nixon promised at a press conference.to announce his decision on'Israel’s request for
more Phantoms within 30 days. That deadline passed almost two weeks ago with no announcement
from the White House. “But admm.istration sources indicated over the week-end that a statement
would be issued later this week .

. Observers here have linked the delay-to. the - recent t that bilateral U,S, ~ Soviet
talks.on the Mideast would soon be resumed. : The Soviet Union is:believed to have adopted a more
conciliatory:stand on the peace proposals outlined by. Secretary of State William P, Rogers last Dec.
9. Sources: here said President Nixon wanted.to avoid.an announcement: on the Phantoms at.a time
when the Soviets may be more amenable to:compromise. : The Rogers plan ongmally elicited no
positlve Tesp from th 1t ‘was bitterly. reJected by Israel,

. Democratu: Notlonal Commlttee Soys Nixon’s Mideast Policy Too:S ive To Discuss:
- WASHINGTON, ‘March 15*(JTA)-=The Dem ic:National ‘C ittee’s rejoinder y iy to”

President Nixon’s:State of the World message made no reference to the Administration’s Mideast
policy.: Former ambassador W. Averell Harriman, chairman of the mternatmnal aﬁa:rs committee

“:of the Democratic policy-council, said the issue was: ¢t tive?? to’ h'the:Pres~
ident'was: scored-on-Vietnam and:other.controversial matters. Also omitted was' comment on the
Administration’s general pulicy of letting other countries handle their own defense: .In his Feb. -

18 asserted;that. Washington “would ma.mta_in a careful’ ¥

‘watch'on: ﬂxe balance of xml‘tary forces" in the: M:ddle East and.“provide arms to fnendly states

as the need arises.’’ ;i

Four lsraell Soldiers Kllled ln Weekend F |ghtmg, Egypnon Posmons Pounded

‘TEL ‘AVIV, March 15 (JTA)--I: 1 Air Force jets to pound Egyphan defense posxtlons _‘
west of the Suez:Canal for the second successive day: - Today’s targets were about: 20 miles: inland
from the waterway." Yesterday:Israeli planes attacked SA-2 ground-to-air missile

bases'at ‘Mansura:in:the Nile Delta about 65 miles.north. of Cairo and 60 miles west of the Suez ..
Canal;- On Friday, the Israeli-bombers concentrated on artillery and anti~aircraft gun emplace~

“ ments in the 'n'and i .of the.canal zone, ~All planes !‘eturned safely from all
missions. . i : ; :

Israel Tost four soldiers in ﬁghting over f.he week-end in the Suez Canal area and in the Golnm

“Heights, ' Two of them were killed Friday night in‘twin'Israeli commando attacks on Egyptian posi~
tions on the west'bank of the canal about 30 miles south uf Port Said, an operation which the Israeli
military called an outstanding success.” Two other Israeli soldiers'were killed ‘Friday when their: {

: vehicle hit.a mine north of Hispin in'the’Golan Heights while on'patrol;” The soldiers:killed in:the
Suez attack were identified as.Sgt. Dan Epsteln, 20, of Kibbutz Alonim and Corp; Yosef ‘Birenbaum, -
21, of Kibbutz Maoz Chaim. The mine victims were Pvt; Abrnham Levi, 81 and"Corp, Hillél Hei~
mann, 27; both from Holon, Syrian‘forces fired 'small arms and'bazockas at'an Israeli post in the
southern'Golan Heights last night. ‘Mortars were fired-earlier at another Golan post, There were
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no Israeli casualhes. Mxhtary sources sa.ld the 5udden es C
was apparently the result of high level gov i in'D:
by guerrillas.: An Isfaeli soldier was injured this morning when an Army vehicle struck a mine’

near Hatzeva, south of the Dead Sea. Bazooka shells were fired from Lebanese territory’this morn-
ing at the Israeli settlement of Kfar Yuval, ‘There were no casualties or damage, An‘Israeli patrol.
killed one ‘Arab and wounded another trying'to escape from an identity. check in Gaza today. The

dead man was identified as an Arab from Haifa.  The other was a:local resident, ‘A mxlitary spokes-
man describing Friday night’s commando rald across the Suez Canal ‘said the Tsraeli forces crossed
and re-crossed the waterway without being detected by-Egyptian forces, He said, however, that the
fighting took place ‘on difficult terrain and that the commandos were pitted against crack Egyptian
trodps: Nevertheless, they killed at least eight Egyptians and probably wounded more against.a loss
of two Israeh dead and four wounded. - The Egyptian positions were demohshed and a quanmy of Rus~

sian-made’ rifles, machmeguns and bazockas were’ captu.red
S

Mapam Leader Suys Israel’ ‘Hawks’ And ‘Doves’ Oppose Umlateral thdrawal

NEW YORK, March 15 (65 TA)--The posmon of Israeli “doves” ‘and:who they -are was explained in" .
a‘letter published in the New York Times today by Simha Flapa.n, a'leading member:of Mapam
(United Workers Party) in Israel. ‘According to the writer, so-called ‘doves’’ in Israel cover ‘‘a
broad spectrum of liberal and religi Pr labor i 1 1s, Socialists. of Mapam who,
while differing on details, contest. the official Israeli policy on essential points.”” “When it comes
to security,’”’ Mr. Flapan wrote, ‘‘the doves no less than the hawks, oppose: unilateral withdrawal
without a peace settlement or a peace settlement without guarantees.’ The doves are against a pol-
icy of ‘“faits accomplis’-~establishment of Jewish civilian 1 in'the d ar: -but
they approve of mlhtary mstallatxons necessary for war,’’. . ;

Mr. Flapan, who edits the English-language monthly “New Outlook" in Tel Avw sald Israeh
¢doves?? demand clear and unequivocal -acceptance of the Security. Council’s Nov. 22, 1967 resolu-
tion *‘implemented as an indivisible whole’? ‘but ‘“‘oppose insistance on:‘direct negotiations’ not be~
causeé this is morally wrong but it'is unrealistic. They T ize the exi of the Pal~
estinian people and their right to self-d ination and‘they d d. i iate unilateral steps by
Israel for Tehabilitation: of the Palestinian refugees.’?... R : ; :

(A veteran Zionist leader in London today rapped one of Israel’s leadmg “hawks ’3.‘Dr.. S Leven—
berg, chairman of the :Eretz Israel Committee:of the Board of Depuhes of Brmsh Jews and a-long
time representative of the Jewish-Agency in Europe, said hi ttee was ¢ nished’? to'read
a statement by the Israeli Minister. of Transport, Gen. Ezer Weizman that what some peopleé called
occupied territories was part of #Zion’’ and must be retained permanently by Israel. :The Zionist
‘leader acknowledged that Gen. Weizman’s statement represented his personal opinion but sald it
helped:those who: are trymg to confuse world oplmon about Israel’s mtentmns ) b

; Worldwlde 0rgamzutmn Of Fi |ghters Against’ Nuzns To Be Estubhshed G
“TEL’AVIV, March 15 (JTA)--A worldwide organization of fighters against Nazis will be set up in
accordance with a decision adopted at an international convention of Jewish Fighters Against Nazis
and Concentration'Camp Inmates.held here. Stefan Grayek, chairman of the Israel Organization’of:
Nazi Fighters, said the aimsof the organization would be to, battle active anti-Semitism like that in
Poland and the Soviet Union; fight neo-Nazis, in West: Germa.ny and-other: cmmtrles locate Nazi cpim-
inals, ‘and-activate dormant undetground associations to fight Arab terronst groups whlch are cnop-
eratmg with former Nazis. i i :

Hanna Meron Says She Expects To Return To Israel Wlthln Four To ,S|x Weeks

TEL AVIV, March’15:(JTA)--Hanna Meron, the Israeli stage star.who was seriously. injured:in:
the terrorist attack-at Munich airport, said that she expected to be back in Israel in four to six weeks.
One of her legs had to be amputated because of the injuries she suffered when'terrorists opened fire
on a busload of E1 Al passengers at the airport on Febi10, She disclosed her plansina: :telephone
interview over the army broadcﬂstmg service. Officials here said her voice sounded firm and that .
_she said her condition was improving rapidly. . She said the turning point was notéd by physicians at
a Munich hospital a few days ago when they decxded no add'twnnl ‘Surgery. was needed a.ud that Miss

: Meron’s wounds were healmg sat:sfactonly : ¢ %

d

234 Soldlers Killed Since Isiael’s 1947-48 War of Inde; jen Are Memor
JERUSALEM, March 15.(J TA)--Two hundred thu'ty-four Israeli'soldiers killed since the 1947-48
War of Independence and whose bodies.have never been found. were memonalized here today.  Deputy ‘'
Prime Minister Yigal ‘Allon spoke to their families; telling them that Jews honor the dead to'the same-
-extent they honor the living, "Among the 234 were victims of-the ‘Dakar ‘submarine disappearance and

of the destroyer Eilat, the latter by. E; ians:after.the fire agr . The Cen- i
tral Memorlal services were led by Chief Army Chaplain Maj, Gen. Shlomo Goren., - " e

Presidium To Be Asked If Dlsclpllnﬂry Measures Should Be Taken: Against Defe! 5
JERUSALEM, March 15 (JTA)--The Speaker of the Knesset, Reuben Barkatt 'has decided to’

raise with the Knesset presidium the issue of whether disciplinary action should be taken' against

an Agudat Israel deputy who spat on a Reform prayerbook and.threw it to the-floor during Knesset

debate;  The incident took place during passage last week of an amendment to the Law of Return,

Rabbl Menahem Porush, the Agudat Israel deputy, apologized for the actmn. Meanwhile, Rabbi Por~

ush has received many congratulatory messages from Agudat Israel ‘supporters here and abroad.
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Worldwide Expressions Of Solidarity With Soviet Jews Observed This Weekend
- JERUSALEM, March 15 (JTA)-~The first of a series of worldwide expressions of solidarity
with Soviet Jewry was observed here today as cars drove with headlights on, street lamps were

- lighted; and Mayor Teddy Kollek unveiled a plague renaming Zion Square f‘Soviet Jewry Square’’

for.the day.  The'location was chosen, Kollek explained, because it is in the heart of Jerusalem,
and Jerusalem is-the heart of Israel. ' The blowing of a shofar ended the observance. (In Geneva,

Stockholm and Vienna, Ji ewlsh held protest d ations' this against the treat-
ment of Soviet Jews. ' In Stockholm, the keted. the Soviet Embassy and then marched in
ht parade; T were sent by-the students to Swedish and foreign political and in-

te!lectual leaders explammg the nature of their protests. In Geneva, Jewish students sent a tele-
gram to the Soviet ‘ambassador asking for the release of Jacob Flashvili. ‘In Vienna, the students
sent a telegram to the Sovqet ambassador asking for the release of Wulf Gordin.)

(The Sy Council of i d the Soviet Union of waging ‘‘a cruel campaign to
compel Soviet Jews'to deny:their spiritual links with the land and people of Israel.”’. Rabbi Solomon
J. Sharfman;.p: of the coordinating agency for the Conservative, Orthodox and Reform bran-
ches of ‘A i i cited a by. several rabbis m the Soviet Union in which they at-

*tacked Israel and Zionism. He said that the stat t was remi t of i extracted in

the show trials of the Stalin era. ‘“Nothing that has happened in the Soviet Union in recent years
confirms more poignantly the tragic plight of its Jewish citizens than the crude and unconscionable
manner in which Soviet authorities are abusing the several remaining rabbis in the Soviet Union in
their anti~Israel and anti-Zionist campaign,’’ Rabbi Sharfman declared.)

‘(Christian Sci Monitor corr Charlotte Saikowski reported Saturday from Moscow
that the Kremlin may have gotten more than it bargained for in its anti~Zionist campaign but the
drive continues unabated. Despite the campaign, she reported, Israel’s Radio Jerusalem is heard
in Moscow without jamming. The radio “‘carries news in Russian about the Middle East and prog-
rams about Jews in the Soviet Union and their right to emigratg.”)

Mayor Of Nice' And Mayor Of Nathanya Criticize French Mideast Policies

NICE, France, March 15 (JTA)-~The Mayor of Nice and the Mayor of Nathanya crltlclzed French
Middle East policies today. Mayor Oved Ben Ami, of the Israeli town, is here as the guest of Mayor
Jacques Medicin, ‘Addressing a reception in:Mayor Ben Ami’s honor; the French official declared
that ‘95 percent of the Frenchmen in the south of France retain their friendship and warm regard
for Israel, despite what is going on in Paris.’’ .He added that *Ultimately the genume friendship
of Frenchmen for Israel will assert itself.”’ ,

% Mr Ben'Ami responded by recallmg the halcyon days of Franco-Israeli frxendshlp in the mid-
fifties'when Premier Guy Mollet-along with Prime Minister Anthony Eden, of Britain, joined Israel
in:the Suez campaign;- *‘NowFrance tells us to retreat from some of the liberated territories,”
Mr. Ben Ami-said,  ‘““We can no'more abandon these territories than France could abandon Alsace
Lorraine,”. He charged ‘the government of President Georges Pompidou withtrying to drive a
wedge between Israel and diaspora Jeviry which, he claimed “no force on earth can separate.”

““Rabbi Melchlor Says Polish Jewish Refugees Streaming Into Denmark

4 WASHENGTON, March 15 (JTA)-~The Chief Rabbi of Denmark said here that the Polish refugees
streaming into Denmark would bécome more Jewish than they had ever been: ‘Declaring that ‘‘these
were top people in the Polish G 23 Rabbi Bent Melchior added that “‘they. are looking for

< some kind of identity. It will be difficult for them to identify themselves as Danes, so they will

have to identify themselves as Jews.?”- Rabbi Melchior, who was installed in his post last week, suc~
ceeding his father, who held the position from 1947 until his recent death, is on a visit to the United
States; - Speaking -at a press conference at the Jewish Community Council of Greater Washington, he
said the Polish refugees had been coming:to Denmark ever since the government announced an un~
‘restricted immigration policy in response to the upsurge of anti-Semitism'in Poland., From last

;- spring until the‘end of 1969, he reported some 1,500 Poles emigrated to Denmark

He said the Jewish con nity in Denmark ers about 7,000, not -,ountmg the uncertain num-~

. ber of refugees from Poland;  He said there is no-*‘Jewish neighborhood”’. because apartments are

80 scarce' that young couples take them wherever, they can find them. As a result, Rabbi Melchior

i repox-ted Jewish education suffers. At his'insistence, the Danish Jewish community is experiment-

ing. with a ‘series of monthly “Jewish weekends”. to.replace the once~a-week Hebrew school lessons..
He said the expenment was havmg “great success.’” g

IATA Reports Arub States Pledge To Combat Air Terrorlsm And Ensure Airline Safety
GENEVA, March 15 (JTA)-~The International Air Transport Association said today that it had

. 'pledges from the ‘Arab states to do all in theu‘ power to combat air terrorism and ensure the safety
- of airliners. " The IATA announcement came shortly after an Egyptian airliner crash landed near

Alexandria following an explosion that wrecked part of its undercarriage. - The United Arab Airline
Jet was on a flight from Athens to Cairo with ten passengers, one of whom was reported slightly in-
jured by fragments.: Egyptian s.uthormes said they. could not di and a com-

- mittee to investigate the crash, IATA spokesmen seemed to be satisfied with the pledge from the - :

Arab  governments, at least for the time being. '(In Amman today, guerrilla leader Yasir Arafat
repeated his statement that none of the Palestini do groups w: ible for the ex-.
plosion ths.t destroyed an lsra.el-bou.ud Swissa!r jet with 47 persons aboard last Feb. 21.)
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Goodell Assalls Arub Extrems!s, ewish Group Culls chers Policy A-Munich - Trap -

" NEW YORK, March 15 (JTA)-=Sen. Charles Goodell, a: New: York Republican today assailed:"

““Arab extremists’’ and “the short-sighted men in’ Moscow and Parig ‘who are encouraging Arab’'
belligerence.’”” . Sen. Goodell addressed the New York Chapter of the American Jewish. Committee.
Mr, Goodell also criticized:the Middle East proposals ‘made last Dec. 9 by Secretary. of:State William.
P.'Rogers.  He called them “‘a prescriptionnot for peace but for: further aggravation of tensions.”
He expressed “‘gratification’’ however with some of President Richard M. Nixon’s recent statements
on the Mideast, especially one'made to. Jewish leaders on Jan. 25 pledging to send Israel the mili<
tary ry:to defend its'se ““The acid test.of the Admmlstrahon’s mtentxons
is whether or not it follows through on that promxse.” Sen; Goodell declared

Meanwhxle, the Free Sons of Israel, has called upon the State Department to abandon its Mid-
East proposals and “fulfill the will of the majority of Congress...to effectuate direct negotiations
betwesn'Israel and the Arab States.?” Tt charged the proposals were a Munich appeasem nt trap,
veiling an'intent to impose a truce upon Israel, which will ‘lead to another war.’’ Louis Norris,
Grand Master of the' Order, stated that now that the “waters muddled by the Pompidou visit have
settled,” the United States should go back to pursue the basic principle of achieving'a viable peace
in the Mid-East. That principle, he said; is direct peace talks between'the combatant states, Israel
and the Arabs. In a strong letter. of protest to Secretary of State’ ‘Rogers; the 121'year-old fraternal
organization also suggested that an impartially supervised referendum be held ‘among the Arab
people on the issue of direct negotiations; “““The world should not be mislead by the poisonous pro-
paganda of the Arab agitators,”. the protest read, ‘‘The Arab people yearn for peace as do the peo-
ple of Israel. They are heartsick of the tragic and meaningless struggle:” They desire reconcilia-
“tion with Israel.””  The protest letter was signed by Mr. Norris and Jack E. Levine, counsel of the
Free Sons of Israel, Copies were sent to President Nixon; U.S. Ambassador to the UN:Yost, and
to individual legislators. It assailed the policy of the State Department of ¢‘playing the phony inter- -
national game of ‘truce.’?’ It said: ‘A truce is no substitute for peace. 'On the contrary, it is'a
political device to protract hostilities, while tensions, subversions, sabotage, guerrilla warfare -
and repnsals escalate. Witness Berlm Korea Laos’ There was alsc atrucein V\e"mm b

.. Some 2000 University Professors Slgn Petition Culllng Fo Alr Safety

WASHINGTON, March 15 (JTA)--Some 2,000 university professors ‘have s! gnm’petttmns‘sentto— :
President Nixon asking him to'act to make air travel safe for the academic ‘community 4f it is to”
‘contribute to the solutions of the problems of mankind.? : The petitions were forwarded from nine

. sertions that without'some new.basis,or

uni ities. to Deputy U etary of State Elliott Richardson'by-Dr. A, Cliffor Barger of Har~

. vard University: His brother-in-law and sister-in-law, Dr. and-Mrs. E, Richard Weinerman, were

two of the 47 persons killed in the sabotage of a Smssau‘ plane m Zurxcn on Feb; 21

Ina telephone mtervxew, Dr, Barger saxd he dld not solmt the s:gnatures “Some fnends called
from all over ‘asking me what I'was gomg to do and ‘we decided on this.?’' The pehtxons were signed .
by faculty bers: at Yal here Dr. Wei was ‘a'professor of public health--and at Har= "
vard, Columbia, Johns Hopkins, Michigan, Pittsburgh;, Brandeis and California Universities. The’

“ petition from Harvard said that the United States’must take ¢‘the lead in insuring that resolute’ .
measures are taken to deal with this growing menace.?’- The message also said that “‘the lack of
firm international action against air piracy and sabotage and against governments: ha.rbonng, as-
sisting and encouragmg those respons:ble has resulted nis trag;c epnsode in Zunch '

Dr. Jurrlng Gompletes Fu’st Round Of Explorutory quks On Resumptlon Of PeuceMlsswn
-Ambassador. Gu.nnar V. Jarrmg completed his: ﬁrst
+ round of explora.tory talks “here:. Friday with'the missi heads “of Israel and the Arab states and
- was to report.to: Secretarv ‘General U: Thant'this weekend on what ‘the ta.lks had: revealed as to the
possibilities of a resumption of his: peace-seekmg eiforts U'N sources ‘were mswtent in their as~
i € t Dr:: Jarring would not
return to the Middle East to journey from capital'to oapltal They indicated however that if any -
‘possibilities did open up, Dr. Jarring would resume his:mission here in New York at the outset,
ma]ung contact with each of the governments'involved thr uugh his mission here.' There were no:
‘this what' Dr Jarrmg met with in his fxrst exploratory talks

(The New York Times said in’an editorial today that the retu.rn of the United Naﬁone specxal de-
east peace envoy, Dr. Gunnar V. Jarring to an‘active role in the crisis was'a “hopeful sign.”’ - But; '
according to the Times, ‘A major obstacle to Ambassador Jarring’s new effort is' the: absence ofa
bona fide spokesman for one of the central parties to the Arab-I: 1i dispute-~the P jians.??
The editorial observed *If the Palestinians continue to allow a handful of uncompromising extrem-
ists to be the sole spokesman for Palestine; they will find their legitimate aspirations once more’
frustrated,’”’ the Times sald The editonal added, huwever, “‘Unless the Palestinians'themselves .
are brought into peace d 1 tv Israel and the leaders of exxst- :
ing Arab states is hkely to endu.re ”) 4

Dr, Jarring’s:talks’ here with the thirtieth of the Four Powers who have been 3
trying with complete lack of success'since early last'year to ‘establish new “guidehnes” for his 7
mission.” Yakov Malik, the Soviet:‘Ambassador, reported Friday:to Mr; Thant on'the ‘meeting Thurs-
day. an said that 10 progress had been made:at that ‘meeting and that

what had been as’'a “positi -at the g had all but: ;-




