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Israeli Jets Blast Egyptian Suez Positions; Tel Aviv Denies Cairo Raid Claim
TEL AVIV, Dec.8(JTA)--Israel Air Force jets blasted Egyptian positions in the Suez Canal zone
in morning and afternoon raids today. A military spokesman said all aircraft returned safely.An Israeli
soldier was killed in a moriar exchange across the canal yesterday. Another was killed today and five
of his companions were wounded when 2 bazooka shell hit an Israeli patrol near the Damiya bridge in
the Jordan Valley. An Israeli liaison officer and a French United Nations observer were injured yester-
day when their vehicle hit a mine near the Firdan bridge in the northernsector of the Suez Canal.

A military spokesman said that Syriantanks and artillery fired on a group of Israeli tractors work-
ing the fields in the Golan Heights today, damaging two of them but causing no casualties. A spokesman
in Damascus claimed that Syrian troops had killed or wounded 10-15Israeli Army engineersinthe Golan
Heights. He claimed that four Israeli bull-dozers and an anti-tank gun were destroyed.

An Israeli Army spokesman denied a claim made by Cairo that an Egyptian force of 250 men had
successtully raided Israeli positions on the east bank of the Suez Canal yesterday and held one strong-
point for 24 hours before the evacuating it. He said there was no raid and no Israeli position was seized.
According to the Cairo account, the purported raid took place in the northern sector of the Canal zone
and Egyptian troops forced Israeli forces to retreat along a six mile front, destroying a string of Israeli
outposts and all of their equipment. Cairo claimed that all members of the mission returned safely. The
Israeli spokesman termed the report a *fantasy’’ intended to bolster morale on the home front.

Popular Front For Liberation Of Palestine, El Fatah May Merge

WASHINGTON, Dec.8(JTA)--The popular front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP)and El Fatah,
the two main Arab guerrillagroups, may merge, accordingtoreports received here today. Representa-~
tives of the two organizations began talks in Tripoli, Libya, under a formula for unity sponsored and
proposed by the Libyan Revolutionary Council Libya apparently has offered financial benefits greater
than the present level of aid if the guerrillas agree on unity that would provide stronger more efficiency
in fighting Israel. Libya invited Dr. George Habash, PFLP leader, and Abu Ayad, E1 Fatah chief military
strategist, for the talks.

The Soviet Government has extended a kind of r ition to the Palestine guerrilla movement for
the first time by inviting a delegation to visit Moscow at the end of this month. The invitation was report-
edly the first to an official guerrilla delegation.

Egypt Charges In Letter To Thant That Israel Uses Phantom Jets

UNITED NATIONS, N.Y. Dec.8(JTA)--Egypt has protested to the United Nations against the alleged
use by Israel of American-made Phantom jet fighter-bombers against Egyptian forces. In a letter to
secretary General U Thant, Egyptian Ambassador Mohammed-Hassan El-Zayyat warned that “such
military aid cannot but sustain Israel in its attempts to consolidate its aggression and plan further ex-
pansion.’”” He said that ‘“‘the use of U,S, ~built Phantom jet aircraft by Israel occupying forces bears out
the warnings and apprehensions repeatedly expressed by the Arab countries regarding the sgrious re-
percussions of providing such offensive weapons to Israel.”’

The Egyptian envoy quoted reports from Lt. Gen. Odd Bull, chief of the UN Truce supervision organi-
zation, confirming use of the Phantoms. In apparent criticism of the U.S., Mr. al~Zayyat said “‘military
aid assumes a disturbing character when it comes from a permanent member of the Security Council
which has a special responsibility for maintaining international peace and security.”

The semi-official Cairo newspaper Al Ahram today accused Israel of using an American~made frag-
mentation missile outlawed by international conventions in air raids across the Suez Canal. According
to Al Ahram, the Israelis are using the ‘“Mighty Mouse’’ which was originally developed for use in Viet-
nam, It was described as a missile containing five~inch steel arrows which cause a jagged ‘‘dirty”
wound on impact. The paper claimed that this was fresh evidence of America’s ‘total bias’’ in favor of
Israel.

Labor Party Endorses Cabinet, But New Difficulties Arise With Gahal Demands

JERUSALEM, Dec.8(JTA)--The Labor-Party’s central committee yesterday endorsed a cabinet put
together by Premier Golda Meir which will have 24 ministers--two more than at present--and represent
a coalition of the country’s major political factions. But Mrs. Meir’s efforts to form a broadly based
Government ran into a new snag today. As a result, she is not likely to submit the Cabinet to the Knesset
for approval before next Monday. B

The latest difficulty arose with Gahal (Herut~Liberal alignment) whichis Israel’s second largest
part and will have six ministers in the New Government. Gahal leaders have demanded the right to
initiate legislation on national helath insurance and the settlement of labor disputes. The Labor Party,
with serious ideological differences with Gahal on these matters, insists that no party in the Govern--
ment may initiate legislation independently. Gahal leader Menachem Beigindeclared today that his party
will not join the coalition unless its demands are met. Mrs. Meir was reported to be meeting with the
Gahal leadership to try to avert a new crisis.

Her party’s endorsement of the new Cabinet was assured yesterday after Deputy Premier Yigal Allon,
bowing to strong pressure from Meir and the party leadership, agreed to accept the portfolio of
Minister of Education on the conditions laid down by the Prime Minister. Earlier Mr. Allon had objected
bitterly to a deal worked out between Mrs, Meir and the National Religious Party giving the NRP the post
of deputy minister of education. That post was the price demanded by the religious party for joining the
coalition but Mr. Allon said he could not function with a deputy who was not of his own selection. His
refusal brought angry threats from Mrs. Meir to resign but the party leadership supported her, and
Mr. Allon’s “‘rebellion’ was short-lived. He will retain the rank of Deputy Premier. The Labor Party
will dominate the new Cabinet with the Prime Mini hip and 14 ministerial posts of which the Mapai
faction will have eight and *he Achdut Av-dzh 1nd Rafi fartions two each Mapam will have the rest
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Past Heads Of 6 U.S. Veterans Groups Urge Nixon To Give Israel All The Arms It Needs
TEL AVIV, Dec. 8(JTA)--The past commanders of six American veterans organizations declared
yesterday that the balance of power must be maintained in the Middle East in the interests of the free

world and said they would urge President Richard M. Nixon to provide Israel with all the arms it
needs to counter the heavy flow of Soviet arms to the Arab states,

The veteran leaders issued their statement at a press conference held on the occasion of Pearl
Harbor Day, the 28th anniversary of America’s entry into World War II. They had just completed a
10 day tour of Israel and occupied territories and had meetings with Israeli Government and military
leaders.

The group consists of Claude L. Callegary, of Baltimore, past commander of the Disabled American
Veterans; Ted C. Connell, Killeen, Tex, Veterans of Foreign Wars; Eldon James, Hampton, Va., and
John Davis, Arlington, Va., both American Legion; Ralph Hall, Wheaton, Md., Amvets; Cooper Holt, of
Silver Springs, Md., Veterans of Foreign Wars; Robert O’Leary, Baltimore, Catholic War Veterans;
and Malcolm Tarlov, Norwalk, Conn., Jewish War Veterans of the United States. They were accomp~
anied on their Israeli tour by Bernard Direnfeld, Cleveland, present national commander of the JWV,

Their statement said, *It is our personal conclusion that Israel seeks only a guaranteed peace with
attendant recognition, security and protection from invasion and intimidation. It is our further belief
that the United Nations may best serve the cause of peace and continue to contribute to the solution of
the problem facing the nations of the Middle East by using its influence to bring about direct negotia-
tions between the parties involved.”

The Veterans added that they ‘‘doubt seriously that the Soviet Union could be an impartial partici-
pant in any negotiations in view of its policy of fomenting continuing armed strife by providing startling
amounts of arms and material to Egypt, Syria and Iraq.”

““The volume of Soviet arms for the Arabs is obviously not for defense and is a threat to Israel,”
the statement continued. “‘Since a balance of power may be at stake, it is in the best interests of the
U.S. and others of the free world to act favorably on requests from Israel for materials necessary to
maintain a proper balance of power.”’

Soviet Embassy Offers Purported Interview Of Georgian Families Who Seek Emigration
WASHINGTON, Dec.8(JTA)--The Soviet Embassy has responded to mounting public compassion for
18 Soviet Georgian families who appealed to the United Nations for help to emigrate to Israel by issu-
ing a purported “‘interview’’ which also denounced the families. The ‘“‘interview’’ with the families was
contained in 2 press release from Novosti, the Soviet propaganda agency. Entitled ‘‘Georgia: Requests
for going to Israel,”” it was written by Merab Lor: anidze and Avitandil Rukhadze, identified as Novosti
‘“‘press agency correspondents.”’

The purported story from the two correspondents, said to represent the Georgian bureau of Novosti,
declared, ““The 18 Georgian Jews who asked the UN to help them go to Israel are quietly living and
working; authorities did not even require any explanation from them.’’ The correspondents ‘““met them
in the towns where they reside’ and ‘‘also interviewed representatives of authorities in charge of the
emigration of Soviet citizens.”?

The Soviet emigration authorities were quoted as saying, ‘13 out of those who signed the appeal were
refused visas at once because they did not have close relatives in Israel, as is required by the laws of
the Georgian Republic for emigration. The remaining five never made official requests for going to
Israel.”

According to the Soviet release, *‘none cf the persons who signed the appeal had sold their effects or
had quit jobs.”” The Jewish family heads were quoted as having made such statements “‘to make things
look more convincing and for greater sympathy.’” Novosti reported that ‘‘the Kutaisi rahbi condemned
the actions of his parishioners who applied to the U,N,’’ He was quoted as stating that ‘“‘their references
to religion and our Judaic belief are untenable. There are several synagogues in our city, while in
Georgia their number exceeds 20. They can freely perform their religious rites and-rituals. This does
ot require going to Israel and leaving the land where dozens of generations of our forefathers have lived.”

The Jewish families had appealed for emigration because of their love for Israel. The Soviet Union
has denied Jews the same cultural and educational facilities afforded to other minorities. The Soviet
Union has exaggerated the alleged availability of synagogues and religious facilities when in fact the
Kremlin is attempting to gradually liquidate Judaism, authorities say.

West Germany’s Former Envoy To Portugal Suspended Pending War Crimes Probe
BONN, Dec.8(!TA)-~West Germany’s former ambassador to Portugal, Hans Mueller-Roschach, has
been suspended from duty pending the completion of an investigation of war crimes charges against him.
The envoy has been accused participating in the mass murder of Jews while he was a member of the
Nazi Foreign Office between November 1241, and March, 1942. The charges are under investigation by
the central office for war crimes prosecution in Cologne.

Stuttgart police received an anonymous telephone threat to murder Chancellor Willy Brandt unless
he releases Nazi war criminal Rudolph Hess. Hess, once Hitler’s chief deputy, is the last of the surviv-
ing top Nazis in jail. In another West German development, a 30 year-old left wing radical, Bodo Saegel,
lllas been arrested in Berlin on suspicion of having planted a bomb in the Jewish community center there

ast month.
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