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Labor Party’s 3 Component Factions End Talks Aimed At Resolving Threat Of Split

JERUSALEM, July 29 (JTA)~~Leaders of the three parties which merged to form Israel’s dominant
Labor Party ended today lengthy talks aimed at resolving the threat of a split with one key issue still
unresolved.

The major problem was the dissatisfaction of members of the former Rafi faction, ied by Defense
Minister Moshe Dayan. Efforts have been under way for several weeks by former Mapai leaders,
headed by Premier Golda Meir, to meet the demands of the Rafi faction. Rafi leaders have claimed
that they are not trusted by the Labor Party leadership, are never consulted on major problems and
are never given significant positions in the party.

At the close of the “forum for clarification,”® in which former Achdut Avodah members also parti-
cipated, Mrs. Meir announced that the Rafi demand for the right to nominate candidates for the Oct.
28 elections for the seventh Knesset would be met. She said the formula would provide for each of
the three component former parties to nominate its candidates, according to agreed proportions, giv~
ing Rafi the same standing as Achdut Avodah.

Because the “forum?’ could deal only with principles, the participants agreed to form a smaller
committee to discuss and settle the details of the problems. But Gen. Dayan said he could not, because
of the current security situation, take part in the work of the smaller committee.

Mapai leaders reportedly said that if Gen. Dayan would not work with the seven-member smaller
committee, the committee would serve no purpose, They argued that if Gen. Dayan refused to serve
on the committee, Mrs, Meir also would refuse, renewing the party deadlock.

Some sources said that Mrs. Meir may ask Gen. Dayan to participate in the smaller committee’s
work and that it was hoped that the committee would be able to convene Friday to work out an agree-
ment before the Labor Party meets in convention next week.

House Unit Hears Pleas For U.S. Grants For Desalting Plant, Hadassah

WASHINGTON, July 29 (JTA)--The House Foreign Affairs Committee heard testimony today from
Jewish leaders who urged grants of funds for a dual-purpose desalting and electric power plant in
Israel, for expansion of Hadassah’s teaching and research program there and for the Weizmann In-
stitute of Science.

Following testimony by experts that Israel would face a growing water shortage by 1970, committee
chairman Thomas Morgan, Pennsylvania Democrat, and virtually all committee members voiced strong
support for an amendment to the foreign aid bill that would provide Israel with $40 million for construc-
tion of the proposed installation, Under the plan, the facility would produce nearly 40 million gallons
of fresh water daily., Israel would pay $100 million of the cost of the plant and the United States would
pay $40 million over a period of five years. The amendment was proposed by Rep. Benjamin S, Rosen-
thal, New York Democrat, jointly with Rep, Peter Frelinghuysen, New Jersey Republican. Both are
members of the committee.

Rep, William F, Ryan, New York Democrat, a proponent of previous legislation for United States
support of Israeli desalination efforts, appeared before the committee and clashed with a Republican
member. Rep. Ryan charged that despite the commitment of the former Johnson Administration to
desalination aid for Israel, the Nixon Administration through ¢‘both the White House and the Interior
Department, had refused to take a position on this project.”” Rep. Ryan said that *‘if the Administra~
tion will not uphold the United States commitment to Israel, then it is up to Congress to authorize U.S.
participation in the desalting facility which Israel so badly needs. To do fess wil! only increase the
instability in the Middle East.”’

Committee Told Most Available Water In Israel Already Tapped

Rep. John Buchanan, Alabama Republican, took issue with Rep. Ryan for criticizing the Nixon Admini-
stration. He urged that a bi-partisan approach should be used with no reflection cast on the White House.
Rep. Rosenthal’s testimony stressed the urgency of Israel’s water needs. He said that more than 95
percent of available water had already been tapped in Israel. According to Rep. Rosenthal, develop-
ment of a prototype plant, developed by Israel and the United States, would produce a possible break-
through in desalting brackish water of universal value.

Witnesses included Dr. Abel Wolman, of Johns Hopkins University, former chairman of the National
Water Resources Board and Philip Sporn, desalination expert and former president of the American
Electric Power Co. Both specialists emphasized Israel’s unique ability to perfect desalination and
stressed the great need for water in Israel. Rep. L. H, Fountain, North Carolina Democrat, a member
of the committee, questioned the safety of the proposed installation in view of the Middle East military
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situation. Mr. Sporn said that Israel had demonstrated its defensive ability. Rep. Lester Wolff, New
York Democrat, said that the provision of United States jet aircraft to Israel would help guarantee
the safety of the nation and its installations,

Hadassah Serving Both Jews And Arabs, Its President Report:

Mrs. Max Schenk, president of Hadassah, the Women’s Zionist Organization of America, asked the
committee to approve a grant of $5 million over a five-year period for the Hadassah teaching and re-
search program. Mrs. Schenk described to the committee the function of the Hadassah hospital in
serving Arabs as well as Jews. She pointed out that even members of E1 Fatah, the Arab terrorist

group, were treated at the hospital. Committee bers ted on the Had h medical ser-
vices to Arab and Jew alike.
Mrs. Schenk outlined the di ping needs of the Had h-Hebrew University Medical Center which

is to include the new Moshe Sharett Institute of Encology, pertaining to the treatment of cancer. Mrs,
Schenk told how the reunification of Jerusalem had accelerated Hadassah’s needs with the rehabilita-
tion of the hospital on Mount Scopus which is to serve the Jewish and Arab populations of Jerusalem,
the West Bank and Gaza strip area, ‘‘and even patients from across the Jordan.’’

Committee members recommended that Mrs. Schenk review the Hadassah request with the U. S,
Agency for International Development. Mrs. Schenk said that the estimated total cost of the expansion
program ‘‘which we hope to implement over the next five years, is approximately 66.7 million Israeli
pounds, or about $19 million, Of this about 23 million pounds, or $6.5 million, represents foreign
exchange requirements.” She pointed out that practically all the foreign exchange components would
be spent in the United States for equipment. It was pointed out that Hadassah requested inclusion in
the section of the Foreign Assistance Act dealing with aid to American schools and hospitals abr-ad.

“‘Specifically,” she said, ‘‘our request is for a $5 million grant for a five~year period.”

Reinstatement of Deleted Grant For Weizmann Institute Urged

Dr. Albert Sabin, noted American medical research authority and president-designate of the
Weizmann Institute, elicited a favorable response when he asked the committee to reinstate $3 million
for the Institute. That amount was eliminated from the 1970 federal budget by the Budget Bureau, al-
though sums were provided for the American University in Beirut and the American University in
Cairo.

Dr. Sabin said the $3 million would pay for facilities at the Weizmann Institute for graduate students
from developing countries. The deleted allocation was contained in the budget transmitted by former
President Johnson last January for the fiscal year 1970. It was supported by the Budget Bureau at that
time but more recent recommendations of the Bureau eliminated the $3 million, although the entire
grant would be spent in the United States for laboratory i s, office hi and
other necessary items.

Dr. Sabin told the committee members that although Israel was eliminated through the deletion of
the sum for the Weizmann Institute, the same section of the authorization bill now before the committee
provided the American University of Beirut with §9.5 million and the American University in Cairo
with $200,000.

The U.S. Agency for International Development is also requesting $1 million in Egyptian currency
for the American University in Cairo. Dr. Sabin pointed out that the Weizmann Institute not only bene-
fitted Israel but also many developing countries and that vital research in scientific fields of concern
to the United States were under way at the Institute.

Chairman Morgan, commended the work of the Institue, Rep. Leonard Farbstein , New York Demo~
crat, said he could see no reason why the Administration could make grants to institutions in Egypt
and Lebanon but eliminate the Weizmann Institute.

El Fatah Threatens UN Observer Mission, Claiming It Stands In Way Of Arab Conquest

JERUSALEM, July 29 (JTA)--EI Fatah said today in a Cairo broadcast that United Nations truce
observers at the Suez Canal stand in the way of Arab of Palestine and Israel-held areas.
“‘Anyone who blocks the way to liberation is our enemy and will be declared as such,” said the broad-
cast heard here,

The broadcast came in the wake of the arrival of a UN observer mission in Cairo to investigate the
death Sunday of Maj. B, Roland Plane, a Swedish observer killed when an artillery shell struck his post

Egyptian Foreign Minister Mah d Riad yi sent to Secretary-General U Thant
and Sweden’s Foreign Minister expressing ‘‘deep sorrow’’ over the incident. Israel’s Defense Minister
Moshe Dayan sent a similar letter to the UN observer corps’ Chief of Staff, Lt. Gen, Odd Bull, also
voicing regret.

Meanwhile, Israeli troops clashed with Jordanians near the Sea of Galilee today, an Army spokesmar
said. One Israeli was injured during the machinegun battle near Ashdod Yakov. ‘Two civilians were
killed when their car struck a mine which Israel said was planted by commandos in the Jordan Valley
eight miles south of the Sea of Galilee,
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Jordanian Senator’s Son Arrested In Roundup Following Hebron Grenade Incident

JERUSALEM, July 29 (JTA)--The son of a Jordanian senator was one of 30 Arabs arrested in Hebron
last week following the hurling of a hand grenade at a truck, injuring 11 kibbutz members. The senator
is Rashed el Khatib. Many of those arrested have been released.

A number of noted Hebropites have indicated that they would like to go to Jordan to discuss with
King Hussein prevention of sabotage activities which they regard as harmful to the Arab populations
or towns and villages on the West Bank. Hebron Mayor Mouhamed ali Jaabari met with notables and
village leaders yesterday, reportedly to discuss the prevention of sabotage acts. He maintained that
the Arab population suffers most from these acts.

In a related development, three 18~year-old Nablus high~school seniors, all girls, were sentenced
today to seven, five and three year terms for planting a bomh last spring in the Nablus branch of Bank
Leumi., The bomb exploded causing property damage but no injuries. The girls were members of the
Popular Frout for the Liberation of Palestine, a guerrilla outfit which claimed raspoasibility for bomb-
ing the Hebrew University cafeteria in Jerusalem.

In another Nablus court action, a 37~year-old nurse was given three months’ imprisonment on
charges of publishing pamphlets hostile to Israel. Lawyers in the Samaria district of the occupied
West Bank have apparently ended their strike, which is more than two years old, and have decided
to participate in court actions under Israeli jurisdiction. A Nablus lawyer appeared in the nurse’s
case, Lawyers in the Judea district ended their boycott about two months ago.

Chief Rabbi Untermann Says Jews Will Never Be Removed From Old City Of Jerusalem

JERUSALEM, July 29 (JTA)~-Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi Isser Untermana told a news conference here
yesterday that the Jews would never be removed from the Old City and that anyone who thought the
sector could be taken from the Jews by force was mistaken, He also rejected a recent United Nations
Security Council resolution warning Israel against annexation of Old Jerusalem. He said Israel could
not trust “international guarantees’ for the area, “‘only in our possession’ of it.

Golda Meir, Tongue In Cheek, Hopes For ‘Great Difficulties’--Immigration Of Russians
JERUSALEM, July 29 (JTA)--Premier Gold Meir said yesterday that she “sincerely’’ hoped Israel
would soon face “‘great difficulties? in absorbing a big immigration=~*‘that of Soviet Jews.”” Many in
Israel have expressed hope for Russia’s release of its Jewish community. She spoke at a meeting of
hundreds of immigration and absorption workers which marked “Twenty Years of Immigration And
Absorption Day.”” She said the workers were, after the armed forces, ‘“our greatest strength.’’

Mrs. Meir also asserted that if, after 20 years, the leaders of 14 Arab nations with millions of
dollars at their disposa: could not solve the Arab refugee problem, it was because they did not want
to solve it and preferred to use helpless human heings as political weupons.

Louis A, Pincus, chairman of the Jewish Agency Executive, told the meeting that the efforts of the
workers over the past 20 years had changed the face of Israel. He said that 97 percent of all Jews in
Arab countries now lived in Israel, as did most Jews from Communist countries, with the exception of
Soviet Jewry,

Knesset Member Charges Censorship Of Mews Aboui Rissia Jewry

TEL AVIV, July 29 (JTA)--Mrs. Shulamit Aloni, a Labor Party member of the Knesset, charged
today in a letter to Fofeign Minister Abba Eban that the Foreign Office was preventing ‘‘any publica~
tion on the revival of nationalist and Zionist aspiration among the young Jewish public in Russia as
individuals and as groups.” She declared that she had been so informed by ‘‘senior journalists,’” who
had told her that the alleged blackout on such news was being imposed “through the aid of the censor.”
The Foreign Ministry declined to commsant on the charges.

Mrs. Aloni said that by the alleged censorship, ‘‘important information which is essential to Russian
and Israeli Jews is prevented’’ from publication. She asked whether such *‘a prohibition exists.’’ and
if it did, under which law *in view of the free press” in Israel. She also asked, in her letter, “what
is the idea, the logic and the moral base in maintaining silence over a crying Jewry which wants its "
cry to be heard throughout the world?”’

Foreign Minister Offers No Confirmation Of Rumored Shifts Of Israeli Diplomats

JERUSALEM, July 29 (JTA)--Rumors about impending shifts of Israeli envoys in several foreign
capitals, which have been circulating for weeks, were reported today by local newspapers but the Is-
rael Foreign Ministry could give no confirmation. According to the unconfirmed reports, Asher Ben
Nathan will soon complete his term of office as Israel’s first Ambassador to West Germany to be
succeeded by Elyashiv Ben-Horin,.the Foreign Ministry deputy general director. Aharon Remez,
the Ambassador to Britain, reportedly will be replaced by Michael Comay, former Israeli Ambas~
sador to the United Nations. Rafael Benshalom, now serving in Cambodia, was reported to be slated
to become Ambassador to Rumania. :

Export Import Bank Grants E| Al Credit Of $22,600,000

WASHINGTON, July 29 (JTA)~~E1 Al Airlines has been granted credit of $22,600,000 by the Export-
Import Bank to help finance the purchase of two airliners, according to International Commerce, the
publication of the U,S, Department of Commerce, The credit will go toward the purchase of a Boeing

707 and a Boeing 747, which will cost, including spare engines and related parts and services, some
$35,900,000.
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Torczyner Fires Back At Committee Formed To Combat His Bid For ZOA Re-~Election

NEW YORK, July 29 (JTA)--Jacql Torczyner d: d today b of the Zionist Organiza-
tion of America who have formed a committee to fight his bid for re-election to fifth and sixth terms
as ZOA president at the ZOA national convention in August in Los Angeles. In a statement to the Jewish
Telegraphic Agency, he called the statements of the “National Committee to Safeguard the Integrity of
the ZOA” a ‘““deplorable example of destructive organizational politics at their worst.”

The ad hoc committee, which is headed by Carol Pickel of New York, national ZOA finance chairman,
said it hoped to defeat at the ion a proposed to the ZOA constitution that would clear
the way for Mr. Torczyner’s re-election. The constitution now provides that a president who has served
for four consecutive terms cannot succeed himself without the lapse of at least one full term. A term
is one year. The ZOA national executive committee voted earlier this year, at a Pan American Zionist
Conference in Miami Beach, to seek an amendment under which “‘the incumbent president shall be eli-
gible to succeed himself for not more than two further consecutive one-year terms.’’

In announcing plans to fight the proposed amendment, the ad hoc committee charged that there had
been a “progressive decline in the membership of the ZOA” as well as ‘‘serious shortcomings in the
spheres of public relations, counteracting of Arab propaganda on the campuses and mass media, as well
as...lack of achievements in aliyah, youth and Hebrew education.”” The committee also charged that the
proposed amendment would be a “violation of the principles of democracy’’ in the ZOA,

In his statement, Mr. Torczyner termed “ridiculous®’ the ‘“‘harping’’ by the ad hoc committee on
democratic principles. He said that the annual ZOA conventions “are famous for free and unfettered
discussions and it is not necessary to set the stage for debate by employing smear tactics.” He de-
clared thzat throughout his ZOA presidency, “‘the very members of this self-styled committee applauded,
endorsed and shared the policies of our administration;?” He asserted that *“they know themselves that
their shrill criticism is phony and their sudden alarm contrived.”

Mr. Torczyner asserted that ‘‘the record shows that precisely under my administration, ZOA mem-
bership actually increased and held its own after an increase in dues this year, which was the first in
10 years, The public affairs programs of the ZOA in counter-acting Arab propaganda and in mobilizing
public opinion through dozens of area conferences, campus forums, full-page ads in national and local
dailies from coast to coast; the extensive ZOA aliya program through its full~time aliya department;
the revival of the Masada youth movement and our summer programs for American youth in Israel,
which are among the largest in the country, speak for themselves and will be presented to the conven-
tion for judgement.” -

Mr, Torczyner also declared that ‘‘the call for the continuation of my‘stewardship of the ZOA has
come from hundreds of national, regional and district leaders throughout the country.” He said the
national convention “‘will judge my administration on its record’’ and that he had “full confidence in
the collective jud of the tl of i ZOA b throughout the country, who through
their hard work and devotion, have made the record of this administration the success that it is.”

There are now two candidates for the presidency besides Mr. Torczyner. They are Rabbi I. Usher
Kirshblum of Kew Garden Hills, N,Y, and Rabbi Joseph Shubow of Boston,

Young Israel Synagogue In Queens Is Victim Of 6th Attack By Vandals

NEW YORK, July- 29 (JTA)--A Young Israel synagogue in Queens-was the target of a rock-throwing
attack which smashed 19 plate glass windows in what an official said today was the sixth attack on the
building in the past few months. Police promised an around~the-clock guard but were not on duty this
afternoon. A spokesman for Young Israel of the Rockaways Temple said such protection was promised
after the incident was discovered yesterday and that the police guard was expected.

Norman Schwartz, house committee chairman, said no one was in the synagogue yesterday afternoon
when he arrived and found rocks and glass “all over the place.” He said that last week he and Rabbi
H, P, Solnica found swastikas painted on walls of the synagogue. A day later, he said, a group of white
youths shouted at Rabbi Solnica, as he was walking to the synagogue, “We’re going to finish off what
Hitler didn’t do.”” The rabbi said he was unable to identify any of the youths, Windows have been broken
and the sanctuary entered, and money was stolen in previous vandalism incidents, he said, Mr. Schwartz
said that ““we never bother anybody around here but some group is out to get us.”

UJA Young Leadership Group Completes Israel Mission, Learns Its Problems

JERUSALEM, July 29 (JTA)--The United Jewish Appeal’s Young Leadership mission completed its
three week stay in Israel and heard Charles Sugarman, mission chairman, tell the closing session that
the mission’s objective of maximum exposure to the problems of Israel had been fully accomplished.
He expressed confidence that the young leaders now recognize the problems of Israel.

Louis A, Pincus, Jewish Agency Executive chairman, said that approximately 60 percent of the 40,000
immigrants expected in Israel this year would be destitute. Herbert A, Friedman, UJA executive chair-
man, appealed to young leaders to direct their home communities towards greater efforts in the UJA’s
Israel Emergency Fund campaign.

Israel’s New Consul General In Southeast Presents Kollek Book To Atlanta Mayor

ATLANTA, Ga., July 29 (JTA)-~Moshe Gilboa, Israel’s new Consul General to the Southeastern states,
met for the first time with Ivan Allan, Jr., Atlanta’s mayor, and invited him to visit Israel soon. He
presented the mayor with a copy of the book ¢‘Jerusalem’’ by Mayor Teddy Kollek of Jerusalem. The
Israeli official expressed satisfaction over the ‘‘great interest’” in Israel shown by many Atlanta
residents.



