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Thant Asks Big Four To Confer On United Nations Problems, Cites Jarring Peace Efforts

UNITED NATIONS, N.Y., Oct. 15 (JTA)~-Secretary-General U Thant made public today the
text of a letter he sent to the Foreign Ministers of the Big Four powers, proposing that they meet to
discuss basic United Nations problems, one of which he listed as the effort toward Middle East peace
undertaken by his special emissary, Dr. Gunnar V., Jarring.

A spokesman for the Secretary-General said that thus far three of the Big Four Foreign
Ministers had reacted orally to the proposal and that their reactions were “not negative.” The three
were Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko, French Foreign Minister Michel Debre and Britain's
Foreign Secretary Michael Stewart. A spokesman for the United States delegation sail the Thant letter
was now “under consideration” by the State Department.

In his letter, Mr. Thant not only proposed that the four Foreign Ministers meet to discuss his
proposal but also hinted at the possibility that such talks might result in a Big Four summit meeting to
be held “sometime in 1969." In stating the purposes of a Foreign Ministers' meeting, Mr. Thant said
they might attempt to ‘‘deal with the basic problem facing the organization, namely how can the United
Nations be enabled to develop into a really effective instrument for peace and progress as envisaged in
the charter.” The letter also stated “one could hope also that such a meeting might give attention to
ways of more helpful collective guidance and support for Ambassador Jarring's vital mission.”

Deny UN Reports That Eban, Jordanian Foreign Minister, And Jarring Meet Together

UNITED NATIONS, N.Y,, Oct. 15 (JTA)--Unconfirmed reports circulated today that Israel's
Foreign Minister Abba Eban conferred here together with Jordanian YForeign Minister Abdel Moneim
Rifai and UN Middle East peace envoy Dr. Gunnar V, Jarring. An Israeli source confirmed that Mr,
Eban met Dr. Jarring but denied that Mr. Rifai was present.

“If Mr. Rifai was there, the meeting was historical,” one UN observer said. It is known that
Mr. Rifai returned Monday night from London where he had been conferring with King Hussein of
Jordan, reportedly on Middle East peace matters, According to earlier reports, efforts were being
made to try to get Mr. Eban, Mr. Rifai and Egyptian Foreign Minister Mahmoud Riad together during
the current General Assembly session, It is believed that those efforts by Dr. Jarring were not fruit-
ful,

An Israeli spokesman said today that Mr. Eban had been in *[requent contact’* with Dr, Jar-
ring and that at today’s meeting the Foreign Minister gave him a comprehensive account of Israel's
views in light of its policy statement made in the General Assembly Oct. 8. At that time, Mr. Eban
presented a nine-point peace plan, “These contacts will continue and the Foreign Minister will be
available at UN headquarters for this purpose. Israel hopes that this resumption of activity within the
framework of the Jarring mission will contribute to the advancement of efforts to promote a perma-
nent peace,” the spokesman said.

(Official sources in Jerusalem confirmed today that there was “feverish activity” at the UN
and in London regarding possible talks between Israeli and Jordanian representatives through Dr.
Jarring. The sources said that as yet therc were no concrete results. They cited a passage in Mr.
Eban’s UN speech in which he said that Israel would muke its views on substantive matters known
only to an Arab government that declares its intention of arriving at a peace treaty and that given such
a declaration, Israel would not insist on face~-to-face talks with the Arab representatives at the outset.
The sources said, however, that no such declaration has been given so far by any authorized Arab
statesman either privately or publicly. They noted that a declaration of that kind would run counter to
the decisions at last August’s Arab summit meeting in Khartoum where the Arab leaders said there
would be no recognition, no negotiations and no peace with Israel.)

(London newspapers reported today that a serious conflict has arisen in Jordan between Am-
man authorities and Palestinian commandos, They based their reports on a broadeast vesterday hy
the Cairo-based El Fatah radio, voice of the main commando group operating against Israel from Jor-
danian soil. The broadcast charged that there was a conspiracy in Amman “to liquidate the commandos”
and appealed to Jordanian armed forces and to Bedouin tribesmen not to act against the guerrillus. The
broadcast said liquidation of the commandos was the price being offered for a political settlement of the
Middle East crisis “by those who care only about preserving their shaky seats.”)

(The London Financial Times carried unconfirmed reports from Amman that Jordanian author-
ities have begun to arrest commandos and confiscate their weapons. “If true, this would constitute a
major development in the Middle East which is bound to have repercussions on Jordan's internal scene
and on the Arab situation as a whole,” the newspaper said.)

(Foreign Ministry sources in Jerusalem today discounted British press reports that King
Hussein might be willing to talk to a top Israeli official. They noted that in the past such rumors have
not been substantiated at meetings of Arab representatives with Dr. Jarring or with any diplomats of
friendly countries.)
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Tension Eased In Hebron As Jewish And Moslem Groups Cancel Demonstrations

JERUSALEM, Oct. 15 (JTA)--Tension cased somewhat in Hebron today as Jewish and Moslem
groups cancelled rival demonstrations in compliance with a military government ban on public rallies
and demonstrations in that West Bank town, Israeli troops moved into Hebron in large numbers earlier
when it appeared that the ban might be defied and a clash betci: Jows and Arabs precipitated.

The ban was imposed yesterday when the so-called Greater Israel Movement announced it
would hold a demonstration at the Patriarchs’ Tomb in Hebron, site of last week's grenade explosion
that injured 47 Jewish visitors and worshippers. At the same time, Arab elements in town called for
demonstrations against Jewish prayers at the tomb which is enclosed by the Ibrahimi Mosque com-~
pound, an Islamic shrine. Unidentified Arabs circulated leaflets today protesting the demolition of
several buildings in Hebron owned or used by alleged terrorists who were arrested in connection with
the grenade incident.

The Greater Israel Movement, which advocates Israel's permanent retention of all Arab ter-
ritories occupied in the June, 1967 war, indicated that it would call off its rally. Later it appeared that
the group — or members of it — planned to defy the ban to demonstrate for what they claim are Jewish
rights at the tomb, The military government pointed out that in view of the continuing, unhindered
stream of visitors to the site, there was no purpose to be served by demonstrations. The Israelis
meanwhile cleared an arear near the tomb site in order to ensure the safety of worshippers. A number
of Arab residents were evicted from their homes and installed in other quarters.

Military Governor To Shut Nablus Schools If Strikes, Demonstrations Do Not End

JERUSALEM, Oct, 15 (JTA)--The military governor warned today that schools in Nablus would
be shut down unless local authorities took steps to end the students' strikes and anti-Israel demonstra-
tions there, Nablus schools are supported by Israel which pays the teachers' salaries. The military
governor said Israel would not maintain schools that are used as anti-Israel propaganda cells. The
schools reopened today after a two-day strike. The Jewish Telegraphic Agency correspondent who
visited Nablus yesterday reported that the town was quiet and had its normal quota of Israeli shoppers
and sightseers, But schools were closed Sunday and Monday as students boycotted classes to demon~
strate against the Israeli occupation and events in Hebron. Several hundred high school girls marched
on the military government compound Sunday shouting “long live E1 Fatah,” the Arab terrorist organi-
zation. They protested loudly against Jewish prayers ! the Patriarchs’ Tomb in Hebron, demolition of
Arab houses there, and eviction of some Arab residenis w clear the area around the tombsite.

2 Border Policemen Injured When Bazooka Shells it Armored Vehicle

TEL AVIV, Oct. 15 (JTA)~-Two Isrueli border policemen were slightly injured when bazooka
shells hit their armored car near Gesher settlement in the Beisan Valley today. In another incident,
an Arab saboteur was killed and another was presumably wounded in a clash with an Israeli patrol in
the southern Golan Heights. The clash occurred yesterday when the Arabs were intercepted by the
patrol and exchanged fire with it. A loaded bazooka and an unii-vehicle mine were found on the body of
the dead man, Blood stains indicated that his companion, who escaped, was wounded. A new Israeli
settlement in the Negev on the site of the pre-1948 settlement of Beth Haarava was attacked Sunday
with six rockets fired from a Czech-made “Katushya” rocket launcher, it was reported today. No
damage or casualties were reported, Small arms fire escalated into a half-hour artillery duel between
Israeli and Jordanian forces near the Allenby Bridge today.

UNRWA Financial Situation Seen ‘Precarious,” Chief Says Service Cut Would Hurt Peace

UNITED NATIONS, N.Y., Oct. 15 (JTA)--The Commissioner-General of the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) warned today that UNRWA's financial situ-
ation is “precarious” and that the outlook for its future was “even more alarming.” The official,
Laurence Michelmore, told the General Assembly in his annual report that unless UNRWA received
additional contributions amounting to 10 percent of its prospective income for the current year, a
reduction in services to the refugee population would be inescapable. Mr. Michelmore stated that such
a reduction would result in *human hardship and suffering and the likelihood that the efforts” of Mid-
dle East peace envoy Dr. Gunnar V, Jarring *will be jeopardized.”

He said that if the Assembly should extend UNRWA's mandate beyond June 30, 1969, the situa~
tion of the refugees would require the agency not only to maintain but also to expand its health and
education services, He said it would do so to the extent that funds made it possible, Mr. Michelmore
estimated that UNRWA would need $42.5 million in 1969 to carry on present programs but estimated
that income was not expected to exceed $37.6 million, leaving a prospective deficit of $4.9 million.

His report covered the period of July 1, 1967 to June 30, 1968 and acceunts for UNRWA's
activities and measures taken to overcome operational difficulties arising from the Six-Day War. He
said that as a result of the efforts of various gov , inter-go: 1 organizations and
voluntary agencies, the “immediate and essential physical needs” of the thousands of persons displaced
by the June, 1967 war and its aftermath had been largely met. Mr. Michelmore said that about 175,999
Arabs became refugees for a second time and that there were some 350,000 newly displaced from oc~
cupied areas. He feared that the situation of the DP’s and others “is likely to worsen rather than im-
prove” — this because “interest and aid would almost inevitably begin to dwindle with the passage of
time.”
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The UN official said that UNRWA’s capacity to help was diminished by the fact that some
of its best camps, schools, clinics and other facilities stood idle in the West Bank town of Jericho,
while the one-time inhabitants eked out a bare subsistence in tent camps or other interim accom-
modations in Jordan. UNRWA had been prepared — and was still prepared — to improve conditions
in the emergency tent camps, Mr. Michelmore said, but added that there was a striking incongruity
between having to improvise and to expend limited resources while permanent camps and facilities
lay idle on the West Bank.

He said that UNRWA'’s capacity to help would be greater if, in accordance with a Security
Council resolution that the Assembly endorsed the inhabitants who fled were allowed to return to
places they lived in before the hostilities and where UNRWA s installations and facilities already
existed. Mr. Michelmore said that whatever progress might be achieved by Dr. Jurring, it was
“more likely” that an extension of UNRWA's mandate beyond the present limit of June 30, 1969
would be essential. The most urgent task confronting UNRWA, he said, was the provision of tem-
porary shelter and essential services for Palestine refugees uprooted from areas of Syria that
were occupied by Israel. The Commissioner-General put their number at 17,500. He said that an
estimated 100,000 Syrian displaced persons were being cared for by the Damascus Government.

Mr. Michelmore said that the greatest demand for UNRWA services during the year came
from Jordan where the number of Palestinian refugees increased to 455,500 plus some 38,509 from
Gaza. In addition to these, the Jordan Government also registered some 246,000 persons displaced
from the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, he said. In the Gaza Strip itself, the report said, the after-
math of the June, 1967 hostilities was “painful and prolonged” and was further affested by a succes-
sion of incidents, detentions, curfews, interrogations and in some instances demolition of houses. The
report observed that in addition, economic activity, always precariously based in Gaza, had slumped
and the demand for the agency's services, particularly supplementary feeding, had increased.

Mr. Michelmore said that in general, cooperation between UNRWA and local authorities had
been good. He said consultations had been held with the Israel Government to reconcile UNRWA sta-
tistics with those produced by the Israeli census. He said the agency's current estimate of the number
of refugees remaining on the West Bank is 245,000 of whom 140,000 are ration recipients.

Israeli Woman Track Star Sets New Record In Trial Heat At Mexico City

MEXICO CITY, Oct. 15 (JTA)-~An Israeli woman track star set a new Israeli record in a 400
meter Olympic trial heat here yesterday even though she came in last. Twenty-six-year-old Channa
Shezfifi, who is Asia champion, did the run in 56.3 seconds, an improvement of tenths of a second
over the previous Israeli women’s record for the distance. But it was only a practice run for her “to
get the feel of the track” before the 800-meter race in which she will participate on Thursday. She
said she had planned to just lap the track at an easy pace until the starting gun fired. She told the
Jewish Telegraphic Agency correspondent that she still had plenty of strength in reserve and that her
effort would not affect her performance in the 800-meter event for which she is training. The heat was
won by a Dutch girl in 53,1 seconds. An Israeli marksman placed high in the trials for the pistol com-
petition next week and is assured of a good position for the event. Position is important because of the
shortage of wind-protected positions for the competing marksmen, Other members of the Israeli pistol
team will go through their trials later this week. The Israeli swimming team will begin its trials on
Friday and is training hard in the Olympic pool, Avraham Klein, an Israeli soccer referee, drew cheers
from a crowd of 40,000 spectators at his first Olympic appearance refereeing a game in which Spain
beat Brazil 1-0. Mr, Klein’s performance made him a favorite to referee the soccer finals, just as a
fellow countryman of his did in the Tokyo Olympics four years ago. Mr. Klein baffled the Brazilian and
Spanish team captains by using an Israeli 50 agorot coin for the toss-up.

AJCommittee Spokesman Defends Organization After Attacks By Argentine Zionists

BUENOS AIRES, Oct. 15 (JTA)--A spokesman for the American Jewish Committee, which
came under attack here by several Zionist youth movements, defended the organization today against
charges that it was “imperialistic and antiquated.” Dr. Richard Maas, a member of the United States
delegation that attended a three-day seminar on human relations, said the AJCommittee's business
was to develop Jewish identity activities in the U,S, At the same time, Capt. Carlos J. Korinblum,
president of the Argentine Jewish Institute for Culture and Information, the AJCommittee's sister
organization here, denied that his group was either assimilationist or anti-Zionist.

The two spoke at a press conference following the close of the seminar that had been attended
also by delegates from Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay and Chile. The press was banned from the seminar
because, as Capt. Korinblum, an Argentine Navy officer explained, the sponsors wanted an open, frank
discussion which might have been inhibited by the presence of journslists. It was at one of the sessions
that several youths scattered leaflets from the gallery attacking the AJCommittee.

Report Dr. Pauls, Former Bonn Envoy To Israel, Wiil Become Ambassador To U.S.

BONN, Oct. 15 (JTA)--Political circles said here today that Dr. Rolf Pauls, West Germany's
former Ambassador to Israel, will probably be appointed Ambassador to the United States in the spring
of 1969. While the Foreign Ministry has declined to confirm the report, political sources said that Dr.
Paul's performance as Ambassador to Israel made him a likely choice to succeed Ambassador Karl
Heinrich Knapstein who will conclude his term in Washington next spring,
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State Department Delays Rusk-Rabin Jet Talks, Cites Heavy Rusk Schedule

WASHINGTON, Oct. 15 (JTA)--State Department officials, pieading a heavy schedule for
Secretary of State Dean Rusk, saiu today that there might be a delay in starting the negotiations which
President Johnson ordered last week for the sale of supersonic jet aircraft to Israel. They said that
Mr. Rusk would try to fit Israel Ambassador Yitzhak Rabin into his schedule later this week but that
it may be some time next week before the initial meeting can be held. Mr. Rusk and Gen. Rabin are
to meet to make arrangements for the negotiations. State Department officials noted that the ¥
House placed no time limit on the negotiations and that there was no “sense of urgency” in the S
Department on the discussions. Some sources said the talks might reach “a more developed stage”
iy the middle of November, It was pointed out that Mr. Rusk’s visitors this week include the Foreign
Ministers of Britain, France, Italy, Belgium, Cameroon, Sierra Leone, Ghana, Kenya and perhaps
rainisters from other countries, They said Mr. Rusk had “important matters” to discuss with all of
‘hem. The Phantom issue is regarded as a question with various ramifications and “many factors”
that will require gradual consideration and discussion at various levels, officials said.

LEshkol Expresses Confidence That Deal Will Be Consummated

JERUSALEM, Oct. 15 (JTA)--Prime Minister Levi Eshkol told the Cabinet that while Mr.
Johnson's directive to Mr. Dean Rusk to open negotiations was not binding on the President, he was
certain the sale will be consummated. Mr. Eshkol quoted a paragraph of the U.S. Foreign Aid Bill
which was cited in Mr. Johnson's directive. He said it was safe to assume that Mr. Johnson referred
to this section in vrder to stress wide public support for the sale of the jets to Israel. Mr. Eshkol
said that he got the impression, when he met Mr, Johnson at the latter’s ranch in Texas last January,
that the President’'s reply to Israel's request for 50 F-4 Phantom jets would be favorable,

U.S. Discloses Growing Soviet Fleet Will Be Surveyed; Israel Will Not Get Data

WASHINGTON, Oct. 15 (JTA)--The United States Navy disclosed today that a new NATO
naval command has been established in the Mediterranean to strengthen air surveillance of the grow-
ing Soviet fleet in that region. The command, to be known as Maritime Air Forces, will be activated
Nov. 21 under the command of Rear Admiral Edward C, Outlaw. USN, The Navy said that American,
British and Italian aircraft will be employed in the surveillance and that the information obtained would
be shared by those nations and would be communicated i+ Greece and Turkey. Israel is not included in
the intelligence reports because it is not a NATO mcinbir. Navy sources here indicated that the estab-
lishment of the new command reflected the increasing corcern felt in NATO circles about the Soviet
naval build-up in the Eastern Mediterranean in which high ranking officers see “a new and dangerous
situation” developing.

Details of a rapidly growing Soviet naval deployment in the Mediterranean were reported here
today in dispatches from the official Turkish Anatolia News Agency. Two Russian military transports
loaded with ammunition were reportedly observed passing through the Bosphorus en route from the
Black Sea to the Mediterranean, They were accompanied by a cruiser of the Sverdlov class, a type armed
with surface-to-surface missiles. Earlier reports from Turkey said that a Soviet cruiser passed through
the straits yesterday. It was reportedly the sixth Soviet naval unit to enter the Mediterranean in the past
10 days. Others included a heavy destroyer, a floating dock, a torpedo boat, an ocean~going tug and a
missile ship. The Anatolia News Agency reported that in the past two weeks the Soviets have moved two
submarines, two sub-repair vessels, five landing craft, an aircraft carrier and several destroyers into
the Mediterranean, The new units reinforced a fleet consisting of 10 destroyers, three landing craft,
two intelligence-gathering vessels, two submarine depot ships and 10 submarines, among them
nuclear-powered craft capable of firing Polaris-type missiles while submerged, the Turkish report
said,

In Lisbon today, Gen, Lyman Lemnitzer, Supreme Allied Commander of NATO in Europe,
said that if the Soviet Union continued tc increase its naval power in the Mediterranean, “we will ask
for ar increase of NATO naval forces.” In Lisbon yesterday, Gen. Manlio Brosia, Secretary of NATO,
warned that a lack of action by NATO co ntrws faced with an enlarged Soviet naval presence in the
Mediterranean would not command Ru: ‘¢ respect and would hinder chances of a political settlement
between the Arabs and Israel, Gen. Brosio spoke at the 14th congress of the Atlantic Treaty Associa~
tion,

Abie Nathan Plans Another Relief Flight To Biafra With Food And Medicine

NEW YORK, Oct. 15 (JTA)--Abie Nathan, the Israeli pilot, said here today that he planned
another relief flight to Biafra with food and medicine and that he hoped to originate another flight
from Toronto in about two weeks.

Mr. Nathan helped fly his third trip to Biafra with $250.000 worth of supplies two weeks ago
with a chartered plane paid for by the B‘nai B'rith,Israel Aid To Biafra, the Biafran Relief Services
Foundation and the American Committee to Keep Biafra Alive. He said that on his third trip, officials
allowed the plane crew to fly out with five orphans, who he said would have died if they had remained
in Biafra. He added that he wanted to bring the orphans to the United States but was prevented by im-
migration difficulties. The orphans are now “in one of the best hospitals in Amsterdam, instead,” he
asserted, adding he hoped to fly five more orphans out on the next mercy flight.



