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~MGECOW -RENEWS ATTACK-ON ISRAEL; PRAV.DA REITERATES OLD CHARG &S

sttt . JERUSALEM, - Decy 194 (JTA) v~ Istaeli officials were'puzzled today by the appear--:;
ance in Pravda, official organ of the Communist Farty in the Soviet Union,of a renewed attack
against Israel. This is the third time within a month that Israel is being attacked in

Pravda.

The renewed attack comes after a high ranking Soviet official, whose name was not
disclosed here had told Israeli diplomats in New York that he knows that Israel is not inter-
ested in undermining the present regime in Syria but only in maintaining peace on the borders.

The article in the Moscow newspaper charged Israel with ''provocations'’ against the
Arab states and declares that these 'provocations'’ are part of an "imperialist scheme' to
topple the Syrian regime which is being supported by the Soviet Union, It claims that Israel's
chief of staff, Gen. Yitzhak Rabin, had stated that the Syrian Government must be overthrown.
The article also said that the '"difficulties' surrounding the closing of the Iraqi Petroleum
Company's pipelines by Syria were due to the same imperialist ""conspiracy. "

KING CF JORDAN SAYS HE WANTE ARAB SABCTAGE RAIDS INTO ISRAEL STCTPED

WASHINGTON, Dec., 19, (JTA) -- King Hussein of Jordan, in an exclusive interview
published here today by the U.S. Mews and World Report, said that the Arab sabotage raids
into Israel are contrary to agreements at Arab summit conferences and ""almost of a help to
the Israelis in attaining their objectives, by providing them with a pretext which they can use
to further their own ends,"

He said Arab strategy demanded crossings into Israel be stopped at this time ''because
this might give Israel a pretext to wage a war at a time when the build-up of defensive capa-
bilities of the bordering Arab states have not been completed.” He made clear that he op-
posed the so-called Palestine Liberation Army, FHe termed it a subversive influence, follow-
ing "an extreme-Left ideology, ' and armed by the Communist bloc, mainly China.

At the same time, the king said that Israel is expansionist-minded and he called for
removal of United Nations forces from Sinai and Gaza to force Israel to divert her military
strength from the Jordanian frontier.

Commenting on a question involving alleged Israeli expansionist tendencies, Hussein
said: "I believe more than ever that, in regard to Western Jordan, it certainly has.got some
ambitions -- if not to take over and control territory, at least to get into a bargaining posi- -
tion by hitting us before we are ready to defend ourselves.” Withdrawal of UNZF, he said,
"would make less serious the threat of Israeli attack, because the Israelis would have to di-
vert their forces and reckon with the Egyptians. " 3

While denouncing the Soviet Union for plotting to seize power in the Arab world, King
Hussein nevertheless maintained that arms shipments from Russia to some Arab states were
not really upsetting the Arab-Israel military balance. He said that ''nothing has been done
with the arms to meet the real threat the Israelis pose.”

ISRAELI MANUFACTURERS REDUCE WORKING EOURS TO COPE WITH UNEMPLCYMENT

TEL AVIV, Dec, 19, (JTA) -- A number of Israeli manufacturers announced today
that they have taken steps to reduce the increase in unemployment and intend to run their
factories on a five-day-a-week basis. The working week here has been six days. The cut to
five days was intended to cbviate the need for the dismissal of some workers.

At the same time, the Israeli Manufacturers Association appealed to Prime ‘Minister
Levi Eshkol today that he convene a round-table conference of employers, organized workers
and Government officials to bring about mutual agreement on implementation of 2 ‘country-
wide freeze on wages in 1967,

A 4 percent cost-of-living wage increase is to be put into effect next month. Leaders
of Histadrut, the Israeli federation of labor, at'a meeting yesterday attended by Mxe Eshkol,
proposed that the increase be raised to 5 percent, The Premier, ‘on the other hand, asked
Histadurt to agree to cut the projected 4 percent increase to 2 percent.

Israel Finance Minister Pinhas Sapir announced today that, due to the higher costs of
imported fodder, the price of milk would have to be raised in Israel. Ee said that:the higher
cost of milk had been delayed due to pressure by leaders of Histadrut, He promised, how-
ever, that prices on dairy products would be increased.







