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SYRIA CONCENTRATES TROOPS ON ISRAEL BORDER; SITUATION TENSE

JERUSALEM, July17. (JTA) -- Syrian troop concentrations were seen by
Israeli units building up all during last night along the border as the situation remained
tense today following the Israeli air strikes last Thursday in reprisal for Cyrian
sabotage acts on Israeli territory.

Truckloads of Syrian soldiers were spotted pulling up close to the Israeli frontier
and taking up positions opposite the Israeli settlements of Almagor and Tel Katzir,
Intense air activity was also observed over Syrian air space during the night when
two Eyrian jets flew close to the Israeli border for several minutes.

Prime Minister Levi £shkol and Chief of Staff Yitzhak Rabin, meanwhile, pre-
sented to the Cabinet today the latest reports on the Syrian border situation. Foreign
Minister Abba Eban reviewed the international aspects of the situation, While last
Friday Israel immediately accepted a plea by Gen. Cdd Bull, Chief of Staff of the
United Nations Truce Supervision Organization, for a cease fire along the border,
Damascus has not yet responded to the plea.

Observers here noted today that Israel's other neighboring Arab states con-
fined themselves to expressing solidarity with the Syrian government but failed to
take any effective action such as declaring a state of emergency or reinforcing their
border positions with Israel, This seemed to indicate, the observers pointed out, that
the neighboring Arab states realize that the Israeli action last Thursday was only a
one-time reprisal measure against the El1 Fatah terrorists and was not a major operation,

In a radio interview broadcast yesterday by Kol Israel, the Israel radio network,
Mr. Eban expressed the hope that the major powers would use their nfluence with the
Damascus government to ease the tension on the border and ensure peace. He also
voiced the hope that the ''state of equilibrium'' achieved in the clashes along the border
would now be followed by ''an equilibrium of peace."

The Foreign Minister said that he was convinced that Israel's reaction to Syrian
sabotage efforts against Israel had not weakened the effect of Tunisian President Habib
Bourguiba's renewed peace plea, which, Mr. Eban said, he hoped would eventually be
taken up by other Arab states.

Gen. Rabin said the clash Thursday was the first time that French-made Mirage-3
Jjets had shot down Soviet-made MIG-2l jets. He said the clash lasted two minutes and
was fought at low level by four Israeli jets. Fe said the shot-down Syrian jet was hit
by cannon fire from an Israeli plane. He ridiculed the Syrian report that two Israeli
planes were shot down during the fight, emphasizing that all four jets returned to their
bases in Israel.

The Damascus Radio monitored here yesterday lodged most of the blame for the
Israeli air strike on "American imperialism" and called upon all other Arab states to
break their diplomatic ties with Washington,

U.S. DEPLORES ISRAEL BOMBING AND SYRIAN INFILTRATION INTC ISRAEL

WASHINGTON, July 17. (JTA) -- The United States Government deplores Israel's
bombing of Syrian territory but it also deplores the infiltration of Syrians into Israel,
State Department officials declared yesterday. They emphasized that the United States
traditionally deplores all border incidents and had drawn the attention of all parties
concerned to the dangers such action entail,

A State Department spokesman was asked by newspapermen whether the United
States was considering the suspension of arms sales to Israel because of Isracl's retalia-
tory action last week over the Zyrian border. His answer was that the United "tates is
not considering such a move at present,

Israel Informs U,N. Security Council on Reprisal Raid

UNITED NATICNS, N,Y. July 17. (JTA) -- Ambassador Michael S. Comay,
Israel's delegate at the United Nations, informed the Cecurity Council this weekend
that the Israeli air attack on Syrian positions last Thursday was a !"strictly limited
action'' meant as reprisal for the'continual Syrian violence against I'srael's population
and territory."







