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RUSSIANG SAY JEWS HAVE ENOUG H MATZOH; MOSCOW REPORT QUESTIONED

NEV YORK, March 31, (JTA) -- Major Jewish communities in the Soviet Union
have received matzoh for this year's Passover in quantities sufficient to provide all who-
want this holiday necessity, the Novosti Press Agency, official Soviet feature news agen-
cy which serves the foreign press only, informed the Jewish Telegraphic Agency today.
Novosti dispatches are not published in the USSR,

ZLiccording to Novosti, 90 tons of matzoh have been baked and distributed this
season in Moscow; enough for ""more than 10, 000 people" in Leningrad; "'sufficient for all
who want it" in Kiev; 15 tons in Kishinev; and 15 tons in Odessa.

Informed sources in New York today questioned the accuracy of the Novosti re-
port; Cn the basis of an authoritative report received from Moscow this week, they said
that no more than 40 tons of matzoh had been baked in the Soviet capitel this year,

These sources questioned another portion of the report. They noted that the Jewish
population of Kishinev is estimated now at between 25, 000 and 50, 000. On the basis of this
data, they doubted the Novosti figure contending that Jews in both Kishinev and Odessa had-
been provided the same quantity of matzoh, 15 tons in each case. Odessa's Jewish popula-
tion totals 250,000, five to ten times the Jewish population of Kishinev.

Jewish Leaders Cited; Motives Identified for Timing of Announcement

Novosti quoted Chief Rabbi Yehuda Leib Levin, of Moscow, as saying that the
matzoh bakery under the supervision of his Central Synagogue had provided matzoh for
those who wanted it, not only in his congregation but 2lso in the synagogues of Marina-
Roshcha, Cherkivozo and Malakhovka; He was quoted as saying: '"In 1965, we managed
to make not more than 45 tons of matzoh, and this year there will be exactly double that
quantity: "

Yakov Khazin, executive secretary of the Jewish Religious Community of Lenin-
grad, was quoted by Novosti as saying that his synagogue started baking matsoh in Decem-
ber, and has supplied matzoh "for more than 10, 000 people." He was quoted as adding:
{7e have not restricted anyone, and matzoh has been provided for the whole congregation
of the synagogue. '

The Soviet agency attributed the Kiev portion of the report to Jona Genedelman,
chairman of the Jewish community in the Ukrainian capital; and the Minsk report to llya
Charny, chairman of the Jewish community in the Byelorussian republic; Moisei Gruzman,
head of the religious community in Kishinev, capital of the Moldavian Republic, was cited
as the author of his city’s report; and Abram Vandeland, chairman of the Jewish religious
community in Odessa, reported from that city.

From Thilisi, capital of Georgia, Novosti reported that Georgia Chief Rabbi
Emanuil Davadashvili said: "Apart from Tbilisi, the capital of Georgia, there are syna-
gogues functioning in Batumi, Sukbumi, Tskhinvali, Kutaisi, Xulaghi, Gori and other places.
In almost 2ll the Jewish religious communities of our republic, the baking of matzoh began
in the end of last year. More than 90 tons of matzoh has been produced by the matzoh
bakery of the Tbilisi Synagogue. '

The figures for Georgia were not questioned by experts here on Soviet.Jewish con-
ditions, who pointed out that, for many years, the Georgian Republic has been the most
liberal in the entire USSR regarding freedoms granted to Jewish religious communities. _

. In general, it was pointed out here, the very fact that Novosti has issued the re-
port on Soviet matzoh supplies on the eve of Passover indicates that USSR authorities are
highly sensitive to increasing criticisms on Soviet discriminations against Russian Jewry,
voiced throughout the world. The sources noted also that Novosti, as an official Soviet
propaganda agency, may have wanted to influence world opinion at this time because many
protests against anti-Jewish bias in the USSR have been sert to the 23rd congress of the
Soviet Communist Party, now in session in Moscow. )
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BEN-GURION IDENTIFIES YACID TEST' REGARDING JEWS IN SOVIET UNION

LCNDON, Maxrch 31, (JTA) == Israel's {ormer Premier David Bon-Gurion said
today thet the 'acld test' of Soviet readiness to end discrimination against Ruesian Jews
was whether Russian Jews would be permitted to be Jews in the samc way, for exampls,
as residents of Soviet Georgia are permitted to be Georglans,

If such conditions are not permitted by Soviet authorities, he added, at a news
conference for the Jewish press, it will mean the extermination of Jewishness; He
stressed he had used the term '"Jewishness, not Jews. ! He said another key test was
whether Russian Jews would be permitted to go to Israel. Soviet officials, he declared,
should be willing to allow such departures because there was no Jewish Republic in the
Soviet Union, since attempts to create one had failed,

The former Premier said these matters had nothing to do with Israel’s "'sincere
desire' for good relations between Israel and the Soviet Union, 'We want good relations
under all circumstances between Israel and the Soviet Union, ' he emphasized;

Robert F, Xennedy Reguests USSR to Liberalize Treatment of Jews

VASHINGTON, March 31, (JTA) -- Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, New York Demo-
crat, has urged here that the Soviet Union liberalize treatment of Jewish citicens in the
USCR: He linked his appeal to the fact that the Passover season would be a fitting time
for the announcement of such a policy, and the further fact that the Communist Party of
the USIR is now holding its 23rd congress in Moscow.

Hoting certain recently reported improvements in the Russian Jewish situation,
Sen; Ifennedy said in a statement issued here last night that those developments are "en-

. couraging steps in the right direction. * He pointed specifically to the opening of a-Jewish
theater in Vilna; a proposal for.the erection of 2 monument in Babi Yar, the Iliev ravine
where many thousands of Jews were buried by the Nazis, after being victims of mass mur-
der; and promises to print Jewish prayer books and reopen a yeshiva in Mescow,

Citing these instances, the senator said: '"Much more is necessary to meet the
problem of religious and cultural deprivation facing Russian Jews." He asked for a
"thorough educational campaign by the Soviet Government to eradicate anti-Semitism'' and
to support of Jewish communal institutions and cultural identity.

Mr; Kennedy said the nations of the world would judge Russia on its treatment of
Jews at a time when Moscow seeks to have widened its contacts. American citizens, he
declared, would be reluctant to travel to Russia if minorities are mistreated. He stated
that this Passover could be 'a renewed time of liberation, '' if the Soviet Union were to ease
its anti-Jewish restrictions;

Soviet Eavoy to Switzerland Gets Petition on Jews from Students

DERNE, March31l. (JTA) -- The Soviet.Ambassador to Switzerland, in a-de- :
parture from a routine practice at Soviet Embassies, received a petition today from a-dele-
gation of students protesting Soviet mistreatment of Russian Jewry. The students reported
that the envoy debated the subject with them for four hours.

ISRLELI THREATENS TO SUE U.N. FOR TURNING HIM OVER TO EGYPTIANG

TEL AVIV, March31; (JTA) -- Oder Meir, one of three Israelis returned to Israel
on Monday in exchange for three Egyptian prisoners, charged today that he had been tox-
tured by his Egyptian jailors. He said he was considering seeking damages from the United
Nations for the treatment he received when he and his two companions were arrested by
U.N: Emergency Force troops, when they strayed over the border into Egypt:

Mr! Meir charged that, when he and his companions crossed into Egyptian terri-
tory, Swedish U.N. troops approached, laughing and "guzzling beer, "' and poked fun at the
Israelis; He asserted that the U.N. soldiers promised to send them back to Israel but, in-
stead, turned them over to the Egyptians. He described in detail the tortures to which the
Egyptians subjected him. -

EGYPT REUESTS U.S. _TO FURNISH $200, 000, 000 DESALINATION PLANT

\:.'A‘.SHINGTON, March 31, (JTA) -- Egypt has asked the United States to finance
cor.stru.ctmn of a nuclear desalination plant to cost $200, 000, 000 and for other assistance,
according to information that became available here today.

The Egyptian Government has conveyed to the State Department a number of pro-
Jects on which Egypt said it depends on America for assistance, in line with Zimerican
hoges fm: improved Washington-Cairo relations. The nuclear desalting plant, similar to
one originally envisaged for Israel, would provide fresh water for desert irrigation.
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THREE JEV/S WIN, TWO LOSE IN SOUTH AFRICA'S PARLIAMENT ELECTIONS

JOHANNESBURG, Mexrch 31, (JTA) =~ Incomplete »eturns in yesterday's geneval
olections throughout South Afriea indicated today that three Jewish candidates of 12 run-
ning for Parliament had won thelr contests and two have lost, The winners included Mrs.
Helen Sizman, an outspoken critic of Premier Henrik Verwoerd's apartheid policy, and
the only successful candidate of the opposition Progressive Party who was reelected.

Gamuel Emdin and Dr, E.L, Fisher, both Jews from Johannesburg constituen-
cies, also were returned to Parliament; The National Party's S. Frank was expected to
hold his seat; The known losers are Hyman Miller and Len Taurog, both of the United
Party, Mr; Miller, a citizen here, was born in the United States, the scn of a rabbi.

Jewisn Students Report Anti-Semitic Harassment in South Africa

C4HPE TOWN, South Africa, March 31, (JTA) -- Jewish students at the Univer-
sity of Cape Town, where United States Senator Robert F. Kennedy has been invited to
speak, reported today that they have been subjected to anti-Semitic villification and attack.
They said a gang shouted Nazi slogans and anti-Jewish abuse at them during an election
campaign rally in 2 Cape Town suburb.

AUSTRILN LEADERS PROMISE SLAWSON TO FIGHT AGAINST ANTI-SEMITIGM

VIENNA, March 31, (JTA) -- Two of Austria”s topmost political leaders assured
Dr. John Jlawson, executive vice-chairman of the American Jewish Committee here, to-
day that their parties were committed to fighting neo-Nazism and anti-Semitism in Aust-
ria; The two are Vice-Chancellor Bruno Pitterman, head of the Socialist Party, and Dr.
Alfred Maleta, of the Peoples Party, who is president of Austria’s National Assembly.

In a conference with the two men, Dr. Slawson told them there is 'a growing con-
cern over anti-Semitic and neo-Nazi incidents in Austria;" He said that recent court de--
cisions cleating avowed Nazis, and the timid reaction of the Austrian Government in deal-
ing with anti-Semitism in the recent elections were casting 'serious doubts.on the Austrian
people’s desire for democracy, and was seriously undermining Austria¥s reputation. "

Dr; Slawson today met also with other Austrian cabinet officials, and with mem-
bers of the Education Ministry, He discussed the introduction into Austria of a program to
promote political and civic education for democracy, similar to one the American Jewish
Committee sponsors in Germany in cooperation wiﬂ{x the Institute for International Educa-
tion and the Vest German Governmert, Later, Dr. Slawson met with the heads of the Aus-
trian Jewish commurnity, then ended his visit here, leaving for Athens.

Israel Dissatisfied With Nazi Acquittals in Austria, Germany

JERUSALEM, March 31, (JTA) -~ Foreign Minister Abba Eban expressed today
Israel's dissatisfaction over the acquittals and light sentences consistently handed down to
Nazi war criminals in trials in Austrian and West German courts. He indicated that dis-
satisfaction in a statement in reply to 2 complaint on the issue by a deputation of survivors
of Nazism and partisan-groups in Israel, The delegation gave Mr. Eban a resolution of
protest against the West German and Austrian courts.

V/orld Jewish Congress Protests on Neo-Nazism in Austria

IEW YORX, March 31. (JTA) -- The American Section of the World Jewish-Con-
gress protested to the Austrian Government today over 'recent manifestations of nec-Nazi-
and anti-Cemitic sympathies in Austrian public life, in the courts, in schools of higher edu-
cation and during the election campaign, ! it was announced by Dr. Max Nussbaum, chair-
man of the American Section:

The protest was contained in a resolution adopted by the organization, the text of
which was sent to Austria’s Ambassador to Washington, Dr. Ernst Lemberger: In acknow-
ledging the communication, Dr. Lemberger said that he had immediately ""conveyed the
test of the resolution to the competent Austrian authorities in Vienna."

GERMAN JUSTICE MINISTER URGES ACTION AGAINST HATE MANIFESTATIONS

BONN;- March 31. (JTA) -- West German Justice Minister Richard Jager said here
today that right-wing radicalism in Vest Germany was not an immediate danger, but that
the outbreaks of swastika smearings, Jewish cemetery desecrations and anti-Semitic slan-
ders in rightist publications did call for action.

BOIiT FCREIGN MINISTER PREDICTS AGREEMENT OIN ECONOMIC AID TO ICRAEL

TEL AVIV, March 31, (JTA) -- Dr. Gerhard Schroeder, the West German Foreign
Minister, said in Madrid yesterday that he hoped the second stage of Israeli-i7est German
economic taiks would end rapidly and successfully, He made the statement in an interview
with the Madrid correspondent for Yediot Achronot, an Israeli daily.
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JEV/I0H GROUPS DISAGREE ON USE OF U, S, FUNDS FOR PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS

NEV YORK, March 31, (JTA) -- Representatives of various J ew::.sh organization?
were divided last night at a hearing by the New York City Board of Education on a proposal
by School Quperintendent Bernard Donovan that would allo‘cate part of $65,-000, 000 in
Federal funds for aid to disadvantaged children in parochial and other non-public schools
in poverty areas.

Under the plan, $15, 000,000 would be spent on special instruction, ‘remedial
reading and speech therapy for poor children in religious and other non-public schools,
in accordance with the Federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, which -
provides for such aid to non-public schools., The New York Board of Education is sched-
uled to act on the plan next Wednesday.

Jewish groups supporting the proposal included the Jewish Education Committee
of New York, the National Society for Hebrew Day Schools, and the Agudath Israel of
America, Jewish groups opposing the measure included the American Jewish Committee,
the Amexrican Jewish Congress, the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, and the Na-
tional Council of Jewish Women:

Marvin Karpatkin, representing the American Jewish Congress, urged the Board
to reject the proposal because, he said, the measure violated both the Federal and State
constitutions: Rabbi Morris Sherer, executive vice-president of Agudath Israel, said that
any failure by the Board to provide remedial services for disadvantaged children in non-
public schools would violate the Federal law,

CALIFORNIA CANDIDATE REFUSES TO SPEAK AT CLUB ALLEGEDLY BIASED

.. LOSANGELES, March 31. (JTA) -~ A Democratic nominee for a state political
office said today he had canceled a speaking engagement in the University Club here be-
cause the club barred Jews and Negroes from membership,

Morbert A, Schlei, a Catholic, who is a candidate for the post of Secretary of
State, acted at the suggestion of Federal Judge Irving Hill, a former president of the Los

Angeles Jewish Federation Council; Judge Hill said he had "reliable evidence' that the
club discriminated against Jews.

Dana Bresnahan, the club's immediate past president, replied in the absence of
the organization's president, Thomas Johnston. He said that ''there is no stated policy"

barring Negroes and Jews, and that "probably there are' Jews in the club; However, he
said, 'you don't ask the question, "

SECCOND CANADIAN PROVINCE PETITIONS OTTAWA TO BAN HATE LITERATURE

VINNIPEG, March 31. (JTA) -- All parties in the Manitoba Legislature joined
teday in approval of a resolution condemning the distribution of hate literature in Canada,
the second such provincial stand in this country. A similar resolution was unanimously
adopted last month by the Ontario Legislature.

The Manitoba legislators strongly urged in the resolution that the Federal Govern-
ment pass appropriate measures to make distribution of such materials punishable under
the Canadian Criminal Code:

EVENT MARXS 25th ANNIVERSARY OF WJC INSTITUTE FOR JEWISH AFFLIRS

NEW YORK, March 31, (JTA) -- The World Jewish Congress marked the 25th
anniversary of the establish of the:Insti of Jewish Affairs with a luncheen today ad-
dressed by Dr; Nahum Goldmann, W JC president; Samuel Bronfman, WJC vice-president
and chairman of its North American executive; and Dr; Jacob Robinson, founder of the
Institute: During its quarter century of existence, the Institute, research arm of the WJC,
has succeeded in locating more than 5, 000 witnesses for testimony in the trials of many
Nazi war criminals, Mr, Bronfman reported.

. EDUCATIONAL ALLIANCE, EAST SDE LANDMARK, MARKS 75th ANMIVER GARY

UEW YORK, March 31. (JTA) -- The Educational Alliance, a settlement house
founded in 1891 to serve the needs of the hundreds of thousands of Jewish immigrants from
Eastern Europe who settled on New York's Lower East Side, inaugurated the celebration of
its 75th anniversary tonight. - The celebration will continue tomorrow, when Gov. Ilelson A.

Rockefeller will unveil in the Alliance lobby a plaque on which are inscribed the names of
the founders of the institution,

HELD OF U, S. -ISRAEL FRIENDSHIP LEAGUE ADDRESSES TWO LEGISLATURES

BO.STON, March 31; (JTA)-- S.Z. Abramov, a member of the Liberal- Herut
(G.:thal) faction in Israel’s Parliament, today expressed Israel’s gratitude for American
fnefxdslnp toward the Jewish State, in an address before a Joint session of the Massachusetts
Legxslj:lture.‘ Mr. Abramov, who is chairman of the Arherica-Israel Friendship League, in
Israel, addressed the Rhode Island Legislature yesterday, ’




